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PREFACE. 


Poland,  wliidi  defended  Europe  during  ux 
centoriet,  from  the  inroadB  of  Baibariana,  now 
■lamben  under  MoMorite  oj^resraon ;  jet 
bearing  her  misfortones  with  Buch  grett  toe- 
titnde,  that  her  enemies  doubt  whether  they  will 
ever  be  able  entirely  to  crudi  her:  fwitappean 
as  if  she  were  mailed  oat  by  the  Supreme 
CiqxMer  of  human  dratinies,  to  re-qipear  in  the 
political  worM,  for  the  purpose  of  libemtiogDul- 
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lions  of  slaves  from  the  ignominious  bondage  of 
the  Russian  Government. 

In  spite  of  the  French  wars  of  1807  and  1812, 
and  the  ^uick  tide  of  Napoleon's  glory,  very 
little  is  known  of  Poland  in  Western  Europe. 
True,  some  accounts  were  published  of  her, 
but  they  were  rather  problematic  suppositions, 
than  descriptions  worthy  of  notice, — for  it  has 
ever  been  the  p<^cy  of  Russia  to  suppress  all 
interesting  publications  relative  to  Poland. 

Having  q>«it  several  years  <rf  my  boyhood 
in  Lithuania,  Podtdia,  the  Ukraine,  and  in 
Austro- Polish  *Gallicia,  and  educated  in  the 
last  kingdom  of  Poland,  establi^ed  in  1816, 
by  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  and  suppressed  by 
Russia  in  1831,  and  having  served  before,  and 
in  the  last  war  dgainst  Russia  in  the  Polish 
army,  together  with  my  connexionB  and  tra- 
velling, I  have  acquired  some  knowledge  of  my 
unfortunate  country. 

As  no  work  of  this  kind  has  been  published 
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m  EngUnd,  illustrRtiTe  of  the  habit%  cuetomai 
and  inaimen  of  the  Polish  nation,  I  bare, 
though  I  fearTery  imperfectly)  endsavoured'  to 
describe  ihe-  countiy  hfa  of  the  Polish  nobility, 
their  unbounded  hospitality ;  the  prejudices,  the 
saperstiticnH  of  the  pe(^le,  tiietr  amusementS) 
marriageB,  and  whatever  may  be  worthy  of 
notice. 

In  dtetdimg  the  character  of  my  heroine,  a 
fiur  daughter  of  the  blue  monntains  of  Cum- 
berland, I  bare  endearoured  to  describe  the 
dangen  to  which  erery  young  lady  of  aensibility 
and  strong  feelings,  may  be  exposed,  without 
the  watchfiil  eye  of  a  mother. 

Pastdooately  fond  of  field-sports,  and  having 
hunted  nearly  every  species  irf  wild  animal  to  be 
found  in  Poland,  betddee  the  Bison,  I  have  par- 
ticularly dwelt  on  shooting  descriptions. 

Anxious  to  ^re  a  useful  description  of  Poland, 
not  only  to  the  English  people,  but  to  the 
En^i^  aristocracy,  the  fairest,  most  virtuous, 


c.y  Google 


aod  most  patriotic  aristocracy  in  the  world  ;*  the 
Btrongest  pillar  of  the  wel&reof  Great  Britain,  the 
protection  to  true  libertf,  and  the  annihilation 
of  anarchy, — I  have  added  to  the  novel,  many 
historical,  stati^cal>  ge(^rapbical,  and  com- 
mercial descriptions  of  ancient  Poland. 

I  recommend  to  my  readers  an  attentive 
perusal  of  the  notes,  in  which  I  bring  to  mind 
Stanislaus  Zolkiewski,  the  celebrated  Conqaeror 
of  the  Czars,  one  of  the  finest  characters  of  his 
Ume. 

Having  read  immensely,  and  possessing  a 
good  memory,  I  may  unintentionally  have  made 
use  of  foreign  words,  but  the  whole  work  is 
purely  my  own  original  production. 

If  some  of  the  ideas  are  of  a  gloomy  cast,  it 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at;  it  has  arisen  from,  and 


*  II  mut  be  gntirjlag  to  tb«  teellogi  of  the  PoUfh  ezUei, 
tliftt  Her  Onc^  the  buehcu  of  Satherltsd  «Dd  the  Harchloiieu 
of  Aileabar;  lecD  to  be,  among  muj  othen,  the  wameit 
fdfoeatet  of  the  wut  of  Pdud. 
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is  in  harmony  with,  my  stormy  life ;  torn  from 
my  fatiierJaDd,  with  the  darkest  prospect  for 
the  future,  time  only  can  snatch  from  memory 
cherished  fooes  appearing  as  if  covered 
with  a  mysterious  vral,  before  they  will  be  fully 
drowned  in  the  sea  of  the  pest. 
/  decUeate  this  work  to  the  British  Nation, 
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8«est  thoQ  jfm  CHtk  on  the  beetling  ertg, 
Tint  fllnin  tt*  mlglit;  shadow  on  tba  lake  1 
'Tto  beaat;'*  dvelllDg,  lappad  Ja  iuauceDcc: 
Though  all  h  dark  wttbont,  'tia  tUr  within. 

Old  Pi^y. 


Betwezn  Jurborg,*'  and  the  time-worn 
fortress  of  Vielooa,  in  Samogitia,t  on  the 
banks  of  the  Niemen,  at  the  summit  of  a  steep 
mountain,  the  dark  brow  of  which  frowns  upon 
ft  majestic  lake  bathing  ita  precipitous  side,  the 
proud  castle  of  Ravdkn^  rears  its  grey  gothic 
towen.  Its  broad  moat  overhung  hj  a  poa- 
deroos  draw-bridge,  the  loop-holes  in  its  dingy, 
moss-clad  walls,  in  which  huge,  rusty  cannon- 

*  pronounced  Toorborg. 
t  ProTlnca  In  Dorth-wettof  Uthaaoia, 
t  PfonooiKed  HaTedaiiie. 
VOL.   I.  B 
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balls  appear  more  tban  half  embedded,  hiToIre 
a  thoasand  gloomy  associatioiiB,  while  witb 
solemn  truth  they  lecratl  the  ODchionicled 
atauggles  of  Bome  aspirmg  foe,  and  at  the  same 
time  -shew,  that  not  grandeur  alone,  but  the 
necesuty  also  of  an  impregnable  retreat  in  times 
t^  storm  and  danger,  had  caused  the  erection 
of  this  Btupeiklons  {»Ie. 

On  a  beautiful  morning,  in  the  year  1604, 
two  females  were  walking  on  the  terrace  behind 
the  castle :  a  small  Corsican  pony,  of  a  bright 
roan  colour,  was  sometimes  trotting  before  them, 
sometimes  behind :  ever  and  anon  it  would  stop 
and  look  at  them,  as  if  taking  an  interest  in 
their  animated  dialogue,  while  it  continued  to 
gjve  them  a  thousand  dumb  proofs  of  attach- 
ment, which,  when  evinced  even  by  a  brute 
creature,  awakens  a  feeling  of  kindness  in  any 
lord  of  the  creation,  whose  soul  has  not  been 
deadened  by  selfishness  and  ingratitude.  One 
of  the  females  was  tall  and  well  formed :  her 
dress  was  superior  to  that  of  an  inferior  menial. 
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yet  it  lacked  the  dntinctions  of  elevated  lifCi 
Iwr  mannera,  tbongh  prorincial  and  nnrefined, 
were  neither  repolnre  ddf  rade.  She  Iiad  large 
blue  eyes ;  her  countenance  bespcAe  frankneaa 
md  HDcerity ;  her  florid  cheeks  still  presenred 
the  tnttuoken  fulness  of  youthful  years,  hot  here 
and  there  a  wrinkle,  indiscreet  tell-tale  of  de> 
cbning  life,  and  a  few  grey  hairs,  which  seemed 
to  lake  a  waaton  pleasure  in  shewing  them- 
selTBB,  despite  her  eflbits  to  conceal  them,  told 
but  too  plainly,  that  she  had  reached  that  period 
of  womanhood,  at  which  the  triumphs  of  de- 
parted charms  are  frequently  vaunted,  even  by 
die  wittiest  dames,  whose  hearts  have  becotne 
huensible  to  the  soft  whispers  of  love,  and  who 
■re  now  nnable  to  find  in  the  mighty  mass  of 
buman  existence,  one  sympathetic  soul  that  may 
bfeathe  forth  the  tender  declaraticni  of  affection. 
This  respectable  person  was  Rosalie  Snardu, 
the  widow  of  the  major-domo.*  She  had  been 
thirty  years  an  inmate  of  the  castle. 
*  Steward  of  iha  bouM. 
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The  other  female  was  not  tall,  but  admirably- 
moulded :  her  clustering  ebon  tresaes,  gently 
UDdulating  from  beneath  a  bonnet  of  fine  straw, 
trimtned  with  pink  ribbons,  that  were  flaunting 
in  the  breeze.  A  white  muslin  gown  fitted 
close  to  her  tapering  and  supple  waist.  The 
outline  of  her  noae  was  straight;  her  features 
were  fine  and  delicate ;  her  neck  was  of  snowy 
whiteness ;  her  finely  arched  brows  were  pen- 
cilled in  exquisite  softness  abore  her  lovely  eyes 
of  vivid  blue,  while  in  her  whole  countenance, 
there  reigned  that  meekness,  that  innocence, 
which  would  have  moved  the  coldest  heart,  or  at 
once  have  quelled  every  rebel  thought  injurious 
to  virtue.  The  bloom  of  her  cheek  vied  with 
the  expanded  blossom  of  the  rose,  and,  around 
her  lips  of  coial  hue,  a  gentle  smile  at  times 
disclosed  to  view  her  teeth  of  orient  pearl.  Her 
robe,  as  if  jealous  of  the  charms  wbidi  it  veiled, 
while  it  a&cted  to  conceal,  did  but  display  the 
beautiful  contour  of  her  bosom.  Her  light  and 
airy  footsteps  would  have  scarcely  left  its  print 
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upon  the  sand.  No  passion  had  as  yet  knitted 
the  glassy  smootfanesa  of  her  brow.  There  was 
so  much  gracefulness  in  her  movements,  such 
perfect  harmony  in  her  whole  person,  that  it  was 
only  newseory  to  contemplate  her  in  order  to 
perceiye  what  height  of  heavenly  perfection  mor- 
tal beauty  can  attain.  The  sound  of  ber  voice 
surpassed  the  most  enrapturing  melody,  and  an 
ecstacyindefinable,  was  awakened  byitssoft  vibra- 
tioDs.  She  presented  a  living  portraiture  of  those 
divine  virgins,  which  the  pencil  of  Ra&elle  has 
ahnoet  called  into  pictured  being.  She  was  in 
the  vernal  season  of  life,  at  that  happy  age  when 
beauty's  renstlesa  sway  triumphs  over  the  reason 
of  man,  rendering  him  willing  to  sacrifice  all 
that  he  holds  most  dear  to  become  the  object  of 
one  fond,  kind  look.  Such  was  Mary  Barton, 
the  niece  of  Joseph  Vasovicx,*  liege-lord  of  the 
eastle  of  Ravdan. 

It  was  in  the  month  of  June.     The  sun  was 
darting  forth    his  burning  rays.     The   insect- 
■  Prooonnced  Vonwiitdi*. 
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world  seemed  ravelling  in  its  short  existence : 
aadi  tiny  niiig  was  in  rapid  motion ;  yet  tfaeir 
roultitudinoos  bozsing,  and  at  intervals,  the 
brief,  piercing  cry  of  the  eagle  borering  in  the 
welkin,  but  slightly  interrupted  the  genial 
calmness  that  prevailed. 

"  The  poutioo  of  our  castle,  my  dear 
Snarska,"  said  Mary  Barton,  "  is  very  beautiful. 
Is  it  not  ?  Behold  yon  lake  stretching  miyesti- 
cally  before  our  eyes  t  See  the  dark  mountain 
lowering  over  the  water,  so  bright  and  utvery, 
save  where  the  broad  shadow  of  the  diff  depicts 
its  sombre  form.  Do  you  perceive  in  the  dis- 
tance on  the  right,  that  forest  of  deep-tinted  firs 
that  crowns  the  hills  ?  Opposite  is  the  Niemen, 
divided  into  numerous  channels,  veining  the  green 
surface  of  the  vale.  See  how  it  shoots  across 
the  meadows,  disappears,  returns  to  sight,  and 
at  last  loses  itself  in  the  horizon  over  that 
mighty  extent  of  verdure  I" 

"  It  is  indeed  true,  Miss,  the  utuation  of  the 
casUe  is  delightful,  and  my  poor  husband,  (peace 
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be  to  his  soul !)  always  advised  my  good  master 
to  pre  up  bis  campaigns  and  his  rambles,  and 
quietly  sit  himself  down  at  home.  Ilie  dear 
good  man,  after  a  wotld  of  trouble,  did  buw- 
erer,  at  last,  persuade  his  master  to  come  and 
settle  at  Ravdao,  where  he  has  now  passed 
sereral  years  in  peace  and  quietness,  beloved 
by  his  dependents,  chen^ied  and  esteemed  by 
his  neighbours.— My  poor  husband  could  never 
do  enough  to  promote  his  master's  happiness, 
and  be  tried  to  persuade  him  to  marry  a  wealthy 
sad  fair  widow,  who  was  none  of  your  butterfly 
dames,  but  a  staid,  sober,  decreet,  matronly  and 
I»ous  wtnoan ;  who,  during  her  widowhood,  had 
greatly  augmented  her  fortune.  She  would 
have  made  him  a  good  wife,  and  my  excellent 
master,  bad  he  married  her,  would  have  had  less 
emlwrrasBment  in  receiving  with  due  splendour, 
our  gncioos  sovereign  Sigismund  III.  on  his 
return  from  Sweden;  and  if  your  poor  dear 
motheTi  who  now  lives  in  heaven  (hear  a  tear. 
tripled  down  her  eheek)  had  not  been  1^  diance 
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St  Ravdan  and  made  every  proper  arrangement 
for  the  reception  of  bis  majesty,  whom  she 
charmed  by  her  enga^ng  conversation  in  the 
great  hall  which  looks  upon  the  lake,  I  do  not 
know  what  my  kind  and  worthy  master  would 
have  done ; — he  is  indeed  a  kind  and  worthy 
master,  but  has  his  whimsies  and  his  crotchets 
like  other  folks.  He  has  always  refused  to 
marry  since  the  death  of  a  young  lady,  whom 
be  formerly  rescued  from  the  hands  of  the 
Tartars  in  Ukrune,  and  people  are  uncharitable 
enough  to  inunuate,  what  I  myself  could  never 
believe,  that  his  love  for  this  interesting  young 
lady  was  hardly  so  pure  as  it  should  have  been, 
and  that  she  is  still  the  object  of  his  tenderest 
recollections." 

'*  I  am  fully  persuaded  of  your  good  inten- 
tion with  regard  to  tny  uncle,"  replied  Mary, 
"  but  he  is  advanced  in  years,  he  knows  the 
world,  and  is  guided  in  his  actions  by  a  ripened 
judgment;  he  is  coDStanUy  saying,  that  my 
hap[Hnesa  and  that  of  my  counn  Caumir  engross 
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his  whnte  thoughts.  No  doubt  he  hai  his  cares  and 
luB  troubles,  and  you  perhaps  are  not  without 
joan ;  but  it  might  be  as  well  to  have  more  re- 
^>ect  to  pecuHar  o[»nions,  and  to  be  less  prodig^ 
oSjauT  secrets,  for  it  is  scud  that,  often  in  the 
human  heart  there  are  wounds,  which  are  filled 
with  the  most  agonising  pain  at  die  slightest 
touch  tX  an  indiscreet  finger." 

Tliis  senoble  reply  was  felt  by  the  widow  of 
the  major-domo.  She  was  silent,  and  appeared 
indulging  in  ptunfiil  reflections,  when  suddenly 
die  castle  bell  proclaiming  the  hour  of  one, 
roused  her  from  her  reverie  to  the  thought  of 
her  domestic  occupations.  She  hastened  to  see 
that  every  thing  was  prepared  for  her  master's 
break&st,  who  could  not  be  long  before  he  made 
his  appeaiancei,  and  she  expressed  her  astonish- 
ment that,  as  he  had  set  out  so  early  as  four 
in  the  morning,  he  had  not  yet  returned. 

Mary,  remaining  alone,  seated  herself  under 
a  tall  po|dar,  on  a  bench  constructed  with 
■tutfied  nntidty,  and  from  this  spot  she  directed 
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a  searching  gaze  to  the  didereot  points,  where 
Bhe  expected  her  uncle  and  coudn  might  appeac, 
till  she  giew  weary  with  protracted  expectation ; 
there  was  no  one  viiible,  no  living  thing  per- 
ceptible, rave  that  on  the  lake  numerouB  wild 
ducks  were  wantouing  in  their  cherished  ele- 
ment, now  diving,  now  emerging ;  some  were 
flapping  their  drenched  pinions,  others  were 
skimming  soberly  aloi^,  and  no  human  object 
exciting  tlieir  alarm,  they  appeared  to  eDJoy  in 
the  cool  freshness  of  the  water,  a  profound  but 
brief^nduring  tranquillity ;  while  at  no  great 
distance  from  them  several  swans  were  gliding 
in  all  their  wonted  statelioess  and  majesty. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  report  of  a  fowling- 
piece  reached  her  attentive  ear ;  and  the  wild 
ducks,  in  alarm,  rose  upon  the  wing  with  rapid 
Sight.  Mary  riveted  her  eye  upon  the  distant 
spot  whence  the  sounti  proceeded,  and  soon 
perceived  a  small  dark  object  that  gradually 
increased  in  size,  as  it  drew  nearer  to  the  castle. 
Her  practised  eye  soon  descried  a  small  bark 
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and  the  dim  misty  fbniu  of  aeveral  men  wcted 
in  it. 

"  It  is  my  uncle !  my  uncle  1"  ^e  exclumed, 
■Dd  then  with  the  swiftnen  of  the  mountain  roe 
she  darted  across  the  court-yard,  wound  down 
the  descenifing  path,  and  gained  the  nuupn  of 
the  lake  with  her  little  Conican  palfrey  gallop* 
ing  at  her  heela. 

AfbBT  many  ngns  of  mutual  rect^nitioD,  the 
ashen  blades,  plied  by  vigorous  arms,  soon 
brought  the  little  baric  to  the  shore.  They 
were  but  a  few  boats'  lengths  distant,  when  the 
dogs  having  discovered  Uieir  fair  mistress,  the 
eheridied  favourite  of  all,  at  once  sprung  into 
the  water,  and  baying,  barking,  bounding 
through  the  element,  soon  reached  the  object  of 
their  fondness,  on  whom  they  continued  to  lavish 
iheir  ill-timed  caresses,  till  they  were  called  off 
1^  the  loud  THtOBted  cries  of  the  sportsmen  in 
their  boat,  but  not  before  the  dress  of  Mary 
had  been  saturated  with  the  dew  of  their  ob- 
streperous greeting.    ,'I3]e  boat   had  reached 
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the  ianding-place.  The  first  that  disembarked 
was  a  gentleman  wearing  a  short  green  shootiiig 
coat,  and  a  fowling  piece  slung  across  his 
shoulders.  Mary  was  in  a  moment  in  his  armsi 
receiving  his  embrace,  and  a  paternal  lilss  im- 
printed on  her  brow;  she  pressed  her  warm 
lips  in  return  upon  his  hand,  welcoming  with 
friendly  salutation  a  younger  sportsman  that 
bad  leaped  upon  the  beach. 

A  messenger  w^s  sent  to  apprize  Snarska  of 
her  master's  return,  and  the  pack  was  sum- 
moned to  the  kennel,  accompanied  by  the 
little  nag  capering  and  neighing  amongst  them. 

The  elder  of  these  two  gentlemen  wore  long 
moustaches ;  his  dark  hair  began  to  be  mingled 
with  grey ;  his  prominent  features  were  stamped 
with  a  severity  of  aspect,  that  was  corrected  and 
modified  by  the  gentle  expression  of  his  eye.  Hu 
look  betokened  a  mind  estranged  from  dissimu- 
lation ;  he  might  be  said  to  "  wear  his  heart 
upon  Kii  sleeve ;"  there  was  an  honest  frankness 
in   his  countenance    that    invited    confidence. 
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Ifis  tall  and  upright  stature^  his  gallant  bearing, 
his  manly  sod  deep-toned  voice,  announced  a 
man  accustomed  to  command,  who  had  stood 
the  bnint  of  battle  in  many  a  campaign,  and 
was  of  that  happy  physical  tempenunent,  which 
leaTes  to  ita  possessor  the  unimpaired  activity 
of  youth,  when  the  autumn  of  life  has  stolen 
upon  him. 

His  youthful  companion,  similariy  armed  and 
atdred,  surpassed  the  middle  size.  His  features 
were  r^pilar  and  handsome;  lus  light-brown 
hair  bong  in  rich  luxuriance  over  his  forehead, 
but  not  BO  as  to  conceal  its  beautiful  expansion ; 
his  manner  was  elegant  and  graceful;  but  his 
lo(^  unlike  that  of  his  partner  in  the  chase,  was 
timid  and  engaging ;  he  had  nuther  the  same 
impoung  air,  nor  the  same  incUcations  of  mus- 
cular strength. 

In  the  former  of  these  two  portraits,  the 
reader  will  without  doubt  recognise  the  Starost* 

*  See  at  the  end  or  the  Tolaine  ttie  note  an  Staroats,  and 
am  the  PoQtb  title!'. 


c.y  Google 


14  TBE   POLES  m 

Joseph  Vasovicz,  a  retired  colonel,  the  uncle 
of  Mary,  and  in  the  latter,  his  only  son, 
Casimir. 

"  Casimir,  offer  your  arm  to  your  cousin," 
Bud  Vasovicz,  "go  into  the  bouse  and  give 
orders  for  a  good  dinner,  as  I  expect  several 
of  our  neighbours  to  dine  with  me  to-day." 

Mary  was  about  to  run  before,  when  the 
Colonel  held  her  by  the  hand,  saying,  in  a  tone 
of  the  gentlest  aSection,  **  No  more  of  this 
childishness,  my  dear  niece ;  it  is  enough. — You 
are  now  too  old." 

They  then  proceeded  to  the  castle  together. 

At  this  point  of  our  narrative,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  furnish  some  particulars  relative 
to  our  heroine's  parentage,  and  to  explain  the 
cauBes,  by  which  she  became  an  inhabitant  of 
the  kingdom  of  Poland. 
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CHAPTER   IL 

T0WABD8  the  dose  of  the  sixteenth  centarjr, 
■t  the  begiDning  of  the  reign  of  Sig^smund  III. 
the  SultaD  Amunt,  violeatJy  exasperated  by 
the  frequent  incarsioQS  of  the  Zaporovian  Cos- 
sacks, who,  sailing  down  the  Dnieper  into  the 
Black  Sea,  and  landing  on  the  coast,  hod  pil- 
laged Tebina,  Kozlowa,  Benkowa,*  and  soTeral 
other  Turkish  possessions,  up  to  the  very  gates 
of  the  capital, — declared  war  agunst  Poland, 
and  advanced  formidable  armies  to  invade  its 
territories. 

^gismund  was  then  in  Sweden,  at  the  head 
of  his  guards ;  the  rest  of  the  troops  were  sta- 
doned  on  the  confines  of  Livonia  and  Rusua ; 

*  TteUdihiKDiiitnaUdaBtbeiborMorUMBlukSMi 


c.y  Google 


16  THE   POLES  IN 

thus  the  south  vas  left  defenceless.  The  hos- 
tile designs  of  Amurat,  occasioned  deep  dis- 
quietude, which  became  more  intense,  when 
fifty  thousand  Tartars  penetrated  into  Podolia, 
spreading  terror,  devastation,  and  death. 

These  dreadful  ravages  were  but  a  prelude 
to  the  sanguinary  struggle,  which  was  about  to 
ensue. 

But  the  grand  constable  Zamoyski  made  his 
appearance  in  the  Russic  territories,  and  for- 
tified Leopoi,  as  well  as  several  other  towns. 
His  presence  alone  sufficing  to  ^ve  the  most 
active  impulse, — the  most  determined  energy 
to  the  slu^sh  and  the  trembling.  Confidence 
was  suddenly  revived,  the  sword  snatched  from 
the  scabbard  and  whetted  for  the  fight;  the 
war-horse  neighed  in  martial  caparison,  and 
pawed  beneath  his  well-armed  rider.  Danger 
seemed  to  recede  from  view.  From  temporary 
dejectedness  all  rose  at  once  to  the  highest 
hopes,  and  every  heart  was  fired  with  noble 
resolutions. 
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At  tke  head  of  &  few  tnmultnary  tnx^  be 
maidied  agunst  the  Taitan.  Junes  Strus 
and  the  two  Fotocki,  who  commaiKled  a  part 
of  hia  Tan-gnatd,  came  up  with  theae  fierce 
mamuden  at  Baworrow,  and,  having  brou^t 
them  to  an  engagement,  put  to  the  lOOt  a  boat 
Hx  times  more  numerous  than  their  own.  Zor- 
moy^  followed  up  the  victory,  dispersed  them 
in  every  directjon,  and  then  hastened  to  Mol- 
davia to  attack  the  Turidsh  detachments  before 
tbey  coold  receive  reinforcements,  or  eSect  a 
junction  with  the  prindpal  divisions  of  the 
umy.  It  was  his  object  to  astound  them  by 
his  daring,  and  thus  to  inspire  hig  natbn  with 
renewed  courage,  while  he  a&rded  time  for 
preparations  to  repel  force  by  force. 

The  almost  miraculous  defeat  of  the  Tartars, 
the  iacooceivable  rapidity  with  which  Zamoyski 
took  advantage  of  his  victory,  and  above  all,  the 
dread-inspiring  &me  of  this  renowned  chieftain, 
who  never  fou^t  a  battle  without  giuning  it, 
nor  besieged  a  town  without  taking  it,— these 
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Tarioiu  causes  combined,  carried  terror  into  the 
heart  of  the  Beglter-bey  Hodir,  pacha  of  ^s- 
tria,  and  for  a  time  averted  the  fury  of  the 
storm.  The  Utter  was  senuble  ^at,  agunst  such 
aa  adretsary,  courage  and  numbers  were  una- 
Tuling,  and  that  it  was  lus  interest  in  the  present 
emergency  rather  to  treat  <^  peace,  than  follow 
up  the  war. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  a  letter 
which  he  addressed  to  Zamoyaki.  "  Tuikey  is 
'*  deuroua  of  maintaining  a  good  understanding 
"  with  Poland ;  the  Cossacks  must  be  punished, 
"  and  every  [wecaution  taken  that  the  states  of 
"  bis  Highness  may  be  no  more  invaded.  Let 
"  an  envoy  be  speedily  despatdied  to  Constan- 
'*  tioople,  that  the  di&rences,  which  now  divide 
"  the  two  nations  may  he  amicably  arranged ; 
"  the  olive-branch  shall  heocefbrth  be  our  sym- 
"  bol,  and  peace  be  firmly  ratiBed  between  us." 
Zamoyaki  promised  a  faithful  compliance  with 
this  just  demand ;  bis  promise  was  accompanied 
with  a  present  of  the  chucest  furs  of  enoiiie,  aitd 
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he  lunuelf  aeoepted,  in  return,  a  nugni&cent 
chaiger,  with  seresral  wes|>on9  of  the  richest  and 
DHMt  eUbonte  vorinnaiuhip . 

The  Tiukia]i  forces  wen  BceordiDgly  with- 
drawn.* 

An  Ambassador  was  uat  to  tlie  SuUime- 
Porte  without  delay.  It  was  Lcski,  the  Palatiiie 
of  Flo9k,  who  died  in  Turkey,  before  he  ob- 
tahted  an  audience  of  the  Sultan.  Paul  Uchan- 
d%  the  FhlatiBe  of  Bets  experienced  the  same 
bte. 

^lismnnd,  m  his  retom  from  Sweden,  having 
bamed  what  had  taken  places  and  being  ud' 
willing  to  break  off  the  negociations,  sent  pnv 
riiioDally  into  Turkey,  his  own  secretary  Gixy- 
malcKyk  Zanioyski,f  prenously  to  his  sending 

*  See  HddculM,  Z^efc,  Zamojiktego  pnei  Bolioniolea, 
ZjdF,  Cbodklewlna  pmi  Nanuwwicn,  PkDonniB  Zfg- 
■ubM,  Tntdcgo  piia  Hlemeawlna. 

t  nia  Zuoojikl  wmi  m  relation  to  the  fttai  CoMtable, 
«bM«  tewlMy  be  ma,  before  be  became  tbat  of  the  king. 
TMr  eacatebeMM  were  dlfEvent.  After  bating  eredltmbly 
Milled  aerenl  Inportaal  mialoBa,be  entered  apoDtbcdntfei 
ef  w  eeeleelMHe,  aaA,  b>  lb*  powerfal  proUctloii  »nd  petton- 
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a  Dew  ambassador — Nicholas  Ceyzewski  was  in 
the  interim  nominated  to  this  high  dignity,  but 
having  broken  his  leg  on  his  journey,  a  consider- 
able delay  was  occasioned  before  he  reached  his 
destination. 

Grzymalczyk  Zamoyski,  hmng  informed  at 
Constantinople  that  the  Turks,  afiter  having 
concluded  a  glorious  peace  with  Persia,  were 
gathering  together,  from  all  the  provinces  of 
Asia,  innumerable  forces  to  make  war  upon 
Poland,  hastened  to  give  offidal  intelligence  of 
these  hostile  preparations  to  the  republic,  and 
earnestly  solicited  an  audience  with  the  Grand 
Seignor,  which  was  refused  him, 

The  Grand-Visier  declared  that  there  were 
DO  other  means  of  appeasing  the  anger  of  the 

age  of  tbe  gnnd  ConitabU,  bo  obtained  tbi  treb-biBhopric  of 
Leopol,  oDe  of  the  richeit  In  tbe  kingdom.  To  avoid  miitikei, 
we  will  deai^ste  tho  recoad  Zamojiki  bj  the  appellitkia  of 
Onymatcivk.  The  great  Zamoyikl  wM  an  only  ton,  he  Mt 
al*D  an  only  ion  from  foar  who,  which  loii  died  ear);. 

The  daughter  of  Thomai  Zamofpki  married  Prince  Wii- 
inionleeki,  whoie  nn  Priqee  TereniUu  WIiiDlowiecki  wai 
elected  Xing  of  Poland.    Hi*  reign  wu  iburt. 
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Porte,  bot  by  embracing  the  religion  of  Maho- 
met, and  paying  an  annual  tribute :  if  they  did 
not  accede  to  these  demands,  four  hundred 
thousand  men  would  march,  s(»mitar  in  hand, 
to  assert  tlw  rights  of  his  Highness. 

Galled  by  the  mod  presumption  of  the  Grand 
Viser,  the  Pdbh  Ambassador  replied :  "  That 
Poland  would  never  consent  to  abjure  her  reli- 
gion ;  and  Uiat  bo  &r  from  'becoming  tributary 
herself,  she  was  accustomed  to  impose  tribute 
upon  others ;  she  was  most  earnest  for  the  pre- 
servation of  peace,  but  would  never  degrade 
herself  by  mean  and  debasiog  concessions." 

Hereupon,  the  Visier,  holding  a  sequin  be- 
tween his  finger  and  thumb,  replied  "  that  gold 
alone  would  effectually  preserve  the  Poles  from 
bondage." 

Upon  thb  Grzymalczyk  Zamoyski,  indig- 
nantly seized  die  insulting  coin,  and  having 
placed  it  on  a  stool,  which  stood  by  him,  cleft 
it  in  twain  with  one  cut  of  his  sabre,  and  presents 
iog  one  half  to  the  Viuer,  told  him  he  would 
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restore  the  other,  when  the  banDer  of  the  white 
eagle  should  be  unfurled  over  the  walls  of  the 
Seraglio.  In  the  mean  time  iron  should  be 
the  only  metal  with  which  he  could  satisfy  bis 
exactions. 

He  then  overturned  the  stool  vrith  his  foot, 
broke  off  the  point  of  bis  sabre,  threw  the  frag- 
ment at  the  Visier's  face,  and  abruptly  termi- 
nated the  audience  by  rushing  from  his  presence. 

This  burst  of  legitimate  indignation,  though 
contrary  to  the  ceremonious  formaliUes  of  diplo- 
matic etiquette,  staggered  the  Viuer,  and  would 
have  been  followed  by  benefidal  results,  if  the 
jealous  interference  and  the  intrigues  of  other 
powers  had  not  exercised  a  fatal  influence. 
Grzymalczyk  Zomoyski,  deeming  war  inevi- 
table, and  persuaded  that  it  was  the  um  of  his 
opponents  to  lull  him  into  security,  merely  to 
gain  ume  and  to  make  greater  preparadons  for 
their  attack,  again  communicated  to  Stgismund 
the  danger  by  which  his  country  was  menaced ; 
his  whole  thoughts  were  now  directed  to  the 
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means  by  which  he  might  retard  the  comiiteiice- 
meot  of  hostitities. 

It  was  then  that  Czyzewski  arrived  at  the 
OUomao  Porte,  and  displeased  with  the  recep- 
tion which  was  given  him,  he  immediately 
returned  to  Warsaw,  fully  conJinning  the  intel- 
ligence that  had  been  already  transmitted. 
Divine  Providence  was  however  watching  over 
Poland,  and  sent  a  guardian  angel  that  unex- 
pectedly drew  her  back  from  the  very  verge  of 
the  predpice. 

Edward  Baiton,  was  at  this  time  the  English 
Ambassador  at  the  court  of  Constantinople ; 
be  was  warmly  attached  to  the  Poles,  and 
haling  beeu  previously  acquainted  with  Grzy- 
nialcxyfc  Zamoygki,  whom  he  honoured  with  his 
high  esteem,  he  went  to  him  at  the  moment  he 
was  preparing  for  his  departure,  and  oBered  his 
services  and  mediation.  After  having  carefully 
investigated  the  differences,  which  existed  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  he  declared  that  he  was 
willing  to  plec^  himself  for  the  preservation  of 
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peace  to  Poland,  and  immediately  proceeded  to 
the  execudon  of  this  object  with  all  the  Tigour, 
talent,  and  perseTeraoce,  which  characterise  the 
Englbh  nation,  and  which  sooner  or  later  suf' 
mounted  every  obstacle.  Well  knowing  the 
high  consideration,  which  Synan-pacha,  (recently 
elevated  to  the  dignity  of  Grand- Visier),  enjoyed 
in  the  divan,  he  had  recourse  to  this  dignitary, 
and  urged  him  to  abandon  his  hostile  projects. 

"  My  sovereign  queen,"  said  he,  **  is  on  terms 
of  friendship  with  this  country,  from  which  she 
purchases  com,  timber,  and  a  variety  of  articles 
employed  in  ahip-building.  If  you  declare  war 
agfunst  Poland,  England  will  not  ful  to  espouse 
the  cause  of  her  faithful  ally.  Queen  Elizabeth 
will  find  means  to  arm  other  powerful  nations 
egunst  Turkey.  Your  fle^  will  then  be  de- 
stroyed, your  armies  will  be  overthrown,  you 
will  be  dispossessed  of  your  European  dominions, 
and  in^oriously  driven  back  into  Araa." 

Barton,  perceiving  that  the  obstinBcy  of  the 
^^aer,  withstood  all  his  arguments,  was  far  from 
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being  discouniged ;  he  exerted  his  inflaence 
with  sereral  other  TuiUah  fUnctJouaiies,  enemies 
of  the  Viuer,  and  b^  lavishing  gold  and  presents, 
by  alternate  solicitations  and  threats,  found 
means  to  transmit  to  the  Sultan  a  misnTo 
conched  in  (he  strongest  language,  demonstra- 
ting clearly  that  the  Visier,  from  motives  of  per- 
sooal  hatred,  and  by  no  means  for  the  good  of 
his  country,  was  deurous  of  ioTolving  it  in  a 
war  which  would  infallibly  be  attended  with  con- 
sequences hi^ly  detrimental  to  the  Ottoman 
Empire.' 

Efforts  thus  noble,  thus  persevering  after 
contending  with  so  many  difficulties,  could 
hardly  fail  to  be  cmwned  mtb  complete  success. 
The  Visier  was  disgraced  and  banbhed.  Hia 
successor  adopted  a  milder  policy,  and  endowed 
with  a  more  capacious  understanding,  after  a  few 
necessary  preliminaries,  concluded  an  honourable 
peace  with  Poland. 

This  unexpected  turn  of  affurs  created  a 
lively  joy  throughout  the  nation,  and  the  interest, 
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which  Edward  Barton^  had  manifested  in  the 
late  of  Poland,  appeared  deserving  of  the  greater 
gratitude,  because,  in  doing  what  he  had  done, 
he  had  been  urged  by  the  sole  impulse  of  his 
own  inclination,  although  his  conduct  in  this 
respect  gained,  at  a  subsequent  period,  the  full 
approbation  of  his  gracious  Queen.  In  memory 
of  this  signal  service,  the  diet  granted  great 
privileges  to  the  English  merchants  who  traded 
in  the  Baltic. 

lltose  who  pretend  that  Poland,  already 
engaged  in  other  wars,  and  by  no  means 
prepared  to  resist  so  formidable  an  invasion, 
must  have  unquestionably  sunk  ander  the 
weight  of  the  overwhelming  foe,  reason  without 
a  due  regard  to  the  circumstances  in  which  she 
was  placed,  and  the  energies  she  was  capable  of 
developing.  A  nation,  so  eminently  warlike  as 
the  Polish;  that  had  not  yet  groaned  under 
foreign  domination ;  with  troops  at  once  brave, 
disciplined,  warlike,  and  intrepid,  headed  by 
*  Sfe  at  the  cud  of  tbe  cb(pler. 
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c^>buas  sQch  as  ChodkieTics,  Zamoyski,  Z(d- 
kiewskl,  Sapieha  Radziwill,  whose  very  names 
were  fraught  with  terror,  might  have  maiDtuned 
faeraelf  agunst  bU  her  foes,  and  retiTed  victorious 
from  the  stru^le.  It  is  a  &ct  however,  that 
cannot  be  controverted,  that  rivers  of  blood, 
thousands  of  ricrims,  inme'nse  sacrifices,  and 
innumerable  calamities,  were  spared  her  hj  the 
exertions  of  one  individual.  TIiub,  from  the 
Dniester  and  the  Carpatfatan  mountains  to  the 
irontiers  of  Sweden  and  Russia,  the  name  of 
the  EngUsh  Ambassador  was  hailed  with  bene- 
(fictions. 

Barton,  returning  to  England  a  few  yews 
after,  was  unable  to  resist  the  temptatioo  of 
pas^g  through  Poland.  Hb  journey  was  one 
long  triumphal  proce^on.  Crowds  gathered 
around  to  behold  their  generous  benebctor. 
All  vied  with  each  other,  in  entertaining  him 
with  splendour,  in  expressing  the  gratitude  and 
admiration  which  warmed  their  hearts.  No 
sovereign  could  have  been  more  honoured,  or 
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flattered  with  a  iiBtion's  homage.     Enthusiasm    - 
was,   if  pos^ble,   at   a  greater  height   in   the 
southern  provinces,  where  occasionally  we  still 
meet  with  popular  songs  in  prdse  of  Barton  and 
Queen  Elizabeth. 

In  one  of  the  families,  in  which  he  was  re- 
ceived with  open  arms,  he  met  with  a  young 
Polish  lady  named  Julia  Vasovicz,  whose  wit 
and  beauty  made  a  deep  impression  upon  his 
heart;  his  affection  was  reciprocated,  he  mar- 
ried the  lady,  and  carried  her  with  him  into 
ED^and. 

Lady  Barton  was  presented  at  the  court  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  who  was  gratnously  pleased 
to  honour  her  with  her  royal  favour.  After  a 
few  short  months  of  happiness  she  quitted  Lon- 
don, and  accompanied  her  husband  to  his  estate 
in  Devonshire,  where  she  gave  birth  to  a  daugh- 
ter ;  but  the  tender  babe  was  soon  to  be  bereft 
of  its  parents'  fond  caresses.  Barton  was  first 
enstched  from  its  infantine  embraces  by  the 
cruel  hand  of  death,  and  the  cold  remains  of  hit 
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wife  were  soon  laid  beside  him  in  the  tomb.  In 
her  will  she  had  apptunted  her  brother  Joseph 
Vasoricz  guardian  to  her  daughter  Mary,  and 
had  apprised  him  of  it  by  a  letter,  which  she 
wrote  upon  her  death-bed.  Vasovicz,  eager  to 
comply  with  the  lost  wishes  of  his  sister,  has- 
tened to  England,  made  every  arrangement  for 
securing  the  ample  property  of  bis  deceased 
relaUves,  returned  with  the  orphan  into  Samo- 
gitia,  resolving  within  himself  to  be  as  sdicitoua 
for  ber  happiness  and  welfare,  as  if  she  had  been 
fab  own  child,  and,  he  was  indeed  her  nearest 
relation,  since  she  had  none  but  distant  cousins 
in  Gloueesterahire  and  Cumberland. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

"  Th«  iportiman,  relarned  from  bit  rambling)  wild, 

Attacka  tbe  taiouiy  mealj 
Now  Mted,  he  tliinl;*  ofhl*  farouHte  eiilld, 

He  tbinka  or  Mar; '9  veal." 

Ballad. 

Tbb  StaroBt,  Mary  and  Casimir,  had  no 
sooner  entered  the  court-yard,  than  the  faithful 
Snarska  directed  their  attention  to  a  hreakfast 
set  out  under  the  foliage  of  a  chestnut  tree, 
forming  a  canopy  impervious  to  the  rays  of  the 
BUn.  The  Starost  aat  down  with  zest  before 
the  well-prepared  array.  His  niece  and  Casitnir 
followed  his  example.  His  first  attack  was 
especially  iUrect«d  against  a  fine  plump  tuikey, 
in  whose  savoury  breast  a  deep  trench  waa  soon 
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Opened  b^  the  eager  knife  and  keen-edged 
appetite  of  the  hale  and  hearty  Colonel,  who 
was  as  brave  a  champion  at  the  table  as  he  had 
displayed  himself  against  the  Tartars^  Musco- 
vites, and  Swedes.  The  young  lady  was  care- 
iiilly  attended  to  by  her  cousin,  who  assisted 
her  with  ease  and  gracefulness  to  the  viands, 
which  he  invitingly  recommended  to  her  choice, 
amongst  which  was  an  exquisite  steak  of  venison 
garnished  with  vegetablea,  and  dressed  with  all 
the  skill  of  the  gastronomic  art.  Various  con- 
fectionary and  preserves  were  next  selected,  of 
which  he  persuasively  pressed  her  to  partake. 
He  appeared  anxious  to  anticipate  all  berwishes, 
and,  although  he  frequently  partook  of  the  same 
delicacies,  in  this  he  appeared  more  anxious  to 
concur  with  her  wishes  that  he  should  not  neg- 
lect himself,  than  to  satisfy  his  appetite,  which 
was  far  from  being  as  vigorous  as  his  father's. 
Hie  Colonel  mode  a  woful  breach  in  the  breast- 
work of  the  turkey,  and  bad  even  attacked  it 
in  flank ;  he  had  just  taken  off  a  goblet  of  racy 
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wine,  to  eDh&nce  his  capabilitieB  for  a  renewed 
assault  upon  some  other  of  the  strong  stomachic 
fortifications,  when  his  eye  suddenly  felt  upon 
Tarious  species  of  the  canine  race,  half  endrding 
the  table,  which  erer  and  anoa  recMTed  from 
the  hands  of  their  kind  mistress  fragments  of 
various  sorts,  and  were  testafying  their  joy  by 
antics,  and  other  modes  peculiar  to  this  friend 
of  man. 

"  A  [Jagne  upon  these  vile  cun,"  cried  the 
Starost,  "  they  d<^  our  heels  wherever  we  go," 

The  band  of  Casimir  was  soon  armed  with  a 
■witch  for  prompt  ejectment  of  Mary's  favonrites, 
when  her  earnest  intercesnon  preserved  them 
firom  the  impending  wand,  and  gained  them 
permission  to  remain  till  the  end  of  the  repast. 

"  My  good  Casimir,"  said  hb  father,  "  yoa 
have  but  a  puny  appetite,  and  one  would  take 
you  rather  for  a  native  of  some  soft  southern 
clime,  who  lives  upon  vegetaUes  and  fruit,  than 
for  a  PoUsh  nobleman,  brought  up  in  the  midst 
of  the  finresta  of  our  dear  Uthnania.     Mary,  do 


c.y  Google 


TBB   SETKMTBSNTH   CBNTDBT.  38 

previul  upoD  him  to  take  somethiDg  more  :  and 
para  me  thoae  two  wood-cocka ;  70a  must  allow 
me  to  he^  jou  to  tome  game,  my  boy." 

Mary  cast  a  kx^  of  eDcouiagement  at  ber 
couGin,  and  handed  to  ber  uncle  the  wood-coc^ 
which  were  deqtttchsd  in  a  trice ;  the  colonel 
tosaed  off  a  eoncluding  bumper,  and  then  rose 
from  tablci  erondng  hbiuelf  devoutly. 

Casimir  was  dismisaed  on  a  trifling  misnon, 
and  the  Staroat,  ofiering  his  arm  to  his  niece, 
walked  into  the  garden,  and  leated  lumaelf  with 
her  upon  a  bendi,  in  an  avenae  of  Ume-tieet ; 
then,  after  a  short  paoae,  during  which  fae  con- 
tiaued  twirling  his  moustaches ;  "  My  dear 
ebihi,''  said  he,  "  you  have  at  length  reached 
that  period  of  life,  at  which,  as  your  uncle  anri 
guardian,  I  must  think  of  placing  you  in  the 
powession  of  lasting  lu^[nness  for  the  time  to 
come.  You  are  now  nineteen  years  old ;  if  I 
have  hitherto  kept  you  in  retirement  and  seclu- 
siiHi,  in  this  I  have  conformed  to  the  will  of 
yoar  beloved  mother ;  and  then  it  was  my  wish 
c2 
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to  study  your  disposition,  to  strengthen  your 
principles,  to  develop  those  inestimable  quali- 
ties, with  which  nature  has  endowed  you,  and 
to  prepare  you  for  the  dangerous  voyage  through 
life,  before  you  were  drawn  into  the  vortex  of  a 
corrupted  world.  You  aie  descended  from  a 
noble  family.  Your  father  was  frank  and  gene- 
rous, and,  heaven  knows,  his  memory  is  dear  to 
every  Polish  heart.  Your  mother  was  amiable 
and  fair ;  I  have  then  every  reason  to  suppose 
that  you  will  follow,  in  all  respects,  the  traces 
of  your  parents.  Our  worthy  curate  has  in- 
structed  you  in  the  principles  of  our  holy  reli- 
gion ;  your  governess,  whom  God  removed  from 
earth  to  heaven  at  the  moment  when  she  was 
most  needful  to  you,  perfected  you  in  several 
languages,  formed  your  heart  and  your  mind, 
endeavouring  by  every  possible  means  to  en- 
lighten your  reason,  and  to  repress  in  you  that 
excess  of  sensibility,  that  exaltation  of  soul, 
which  makes  us  too  tremblingly  alive  to  the 
gentlest  emotions  of  pun  or  sorrow.    You  have 
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been  taught  mime,  einging,  douon^  and  all 
the  lighter  arts,  which  amuse,  while  they  adom. 
YoD  hare  grown  up  as  a  tender  plant,  that  de* 
lires  its  prindpal  heauty  from  nature,  which, 
when  transplanted  and  cherished  with  care, 
becomes  the  pride  oT  the  cultivator.  You  po»- 
Eess  all  the  advantages  of  a  female,  who  faas 
figured  in  the  fashiooahle  world,  without  poa- 
aessiog  her  vanity  and  other  defects;  and  you 
are  free  from  those  pasdons,  which  frequeotly 
block  up  the  very  entrance  of  the  path  that 
leads  to  hapfnoess.  But  you  must  now  begin  a 
more  intimate  acquaintance  with  society ;  your 
fiiture  intercourse  with  the  world  must  go  be- 
yond the  sphere  of  your  present  knowledge. 
The  Princess  Radnwill  has  persuaded  me  to 
come  to  this  detenninalion.  She  will  introduce 
you  at  conrt,  though  that  indeed  is  what  I  do 
not  desire.  The  patronage  of  so  distinguished 
a  lady  will  be  of  great  utility  to  you,  and  the 
tender  solicitude,  which  she  seems  to  manifest 
towards   you,    without  knowing   you  otherwise 
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than  by  the  name  of  your  &ther,  is  a  fur  pre- 
sage of  the  lustre  which  will  be  thrown  upon 
your  future  life.  Perhaps  I  shall  be  prevailect 
upon  to  allow  you  to  pass  the  winter  at  Wilna, 
where  she  resides.  In  the  mean  time,  as  you 
must  be  prepared  for  this  change,  1  shall  take 
you  with  me  to  the  Tarioue  dinner  snd  evening 
parties  that  take  place  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  I  intend  to  invite  to  my  own  table  a  greater 
number  of  my  friends  and  acquaintance,  nor 
will  I  n^lect  any  thing  that  may  divert  your 
mind,  and  admit  you  to  a  participation  in  the 
innocent  pleasures,  which  are  siutable  to  your 
age.  I  am  not  afraid  to  tell  you,  my  dear  girl, 
if  your  ears  have  not  yet  heard  that  dangerous 
truth, — that  you  are  beautiful. — I  must  also 
now  inform  you  of  one  thing,  which  I  have 
hitherto  carefully  concealed  from  you ; — you  are 
rich, — much  richer  than  you  believe.  A  host 
of  admirers  will  flutter  around  you, — they  will 
load  you  with  compliments, — with  a  thousand 
protestations  of  devotedness,    friend^p,    and 
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lore ;  and,  unhapfsly,  the  bland  pereaasions, 
the  soft  adulations  of  a  corrupted  man,  find  their 
way  to  tbe  heart  of  an  innocent  female,  as  the 
serpent  creeps  into  the  nest  of  a  dove.  However 
great  the  attachment  I  bear  yoti,  whatever  pre- 
cautions I  may  take  to  enable  you  to  avoid  the 
mares  that  may  be  laid  for  you,  you  still  require 
the  watchful  eyes  of  a  motlter ; — be  then  pru- 
dent. Besides  listening  to  the  counsels  of  your 
own  heart,  disregard  not  the  advice  of  that  impar- 
tial Ineodahip,  which  seeks  your  happiness.  Fear 
not  that  I  shall  ever  think  of  opposing  your 
affections.  Make  your  own  choice,  but  select 
an  honourable  man,  who  may  become  the  support 
and  glory  of  my  old  age,  who  may  asMst  me, 
together  with  you,  in  descending,  peacefully 
and  withcHit  r^ret,  the  declining  path  of  life." 

Mary  vas  surprised  at  these  truUts,  to  which  her 
artless  mind  had  been  hitherto  a  stranger,  ^e 
had  never  heanl  before  aught  that  her  uncle  had 
now  disdosed  to  her ;  she  had  never  suspected 
that  the  change  alluded  to  was  not  only  neces- 
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sary  but  on  the  point  of  taking  place.  Living 
in  complete  retirement,  she  had  not  yet  made 
any  deep  reflections  with  regard  to'  her  future 
life,  and]  if  at  times  her  highly  imaginative  and 
poetical  mind,  soared  into  the  vague  regions  of 
an  ideal  world,  her  wishes  were  for  the  most 
part,  confined  to  the  limits  of  the  casUe. 

Although  she  entertained  towards  her  cousin  a 
fond  ailection,  which  rose  above  common  friend- 
ship, and  the  natural  sympathies  of  consanguinity, 
it  was  rather  a  feeling  of  gratitude,  a  return  for 
the  unvarying  interest  which  he  seemed  to  take 
in  her  welfare,  than  a  sentiment,  which  expand- 
ing into  fulness,  would  carry  a  wild  whirlwind 
into  her  soul  and  accomplish  or  destroy  her 
happiness.  In  short,  aa  she  had  yet  no  reason 
to  have  a  bad  opinion  of  men,  she  was  quite  at 
a  loss  to  conjecture  the  secret  aim  of  her  uncle's 
words.  She  was,  nevertheless,  deeply  moved, 
and  the  tears  stole  down  her  glowing  cheeks- 

The  Starost,  touched  by  her  emotion,  endea- 
voured to  still  the  agitation  of  her  bosom  by  kisses 
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utd  parental  blandishmeDts,  and  anziDus  to  fathom 
all  the  umplicity  of  her  heart,  asked  her  if  she 
jet  koew  the  pasuon  of  love.  Perceiving  that 
she  did  Dot  comprehend  hb  qaeatioD ;  "  have 
jou  never,"  said  he,  "experienced  a  marited 
preference  for  one  of  the  opposite  sex?  Have 
you  never  refused  an  innocent  kiss  to  your  cousin 
Ca^mir  f" 

Although  the  concluding  question  threw  a 
shade  of  light  crimson  over  the  cheeks  of  Mary, 
the  effect  was  but  momentary,  and  she  replied 
without  hesitation,  that  she  thought  herself 
justiiied  in  allowing  her  cousin  this  testimony  of 
his  friendship,  in  consideration  of  his  unceasing 
kindness  towards  her,  but  that  she  would  be 
unwilling  that  he  should  continue  that  manifes- 
tation of  his  esteem,  if  by  that  she  should  incur 
the  displeasure  of  her  uncle. 

"  You  have  misimderstood  me,  niece, — 
Heaven  forbid  that  I  should  blame  your  conduct 
— that  I  should  be  any  obstacle  to  those  innocent 
overflowings  of  the  feelings,  for  I  am  well  per^ 
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siuded  that  neither  m]r  son  nor  Marjr  Barton 
will  diahonour  the  declining  life  of  their  best 
iriend. — But  I  will  question  you.  no  more. — Be 
not  concerned,  but  go  and  call  Cesimir  to  me, 
and  see  if  any  of  our  mitors  are  yet  in  ^ght  on 
the  road." 

Mary  withdrew.  The  StaroBt,  remaining 
alone,  smote  his  forehead,  saying,  "  Poor  child, 
she  has  not  yet  the  least  idea  of  love ;  she  is  as 
innocent  as  a  lamb.  May  God  grant  that  she 
may  one  day  enjoy  all  the  pleasures  of  this 
passion,  without  undergoing  its  torments  and  its 
pains !  Still,  her  excesuve  sensibility  alarms 
me,' 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  soliloquy,  Caumir 
appeared.  Vasoricz  had  no  sooner  perceived 
him  than  he  beckoned  to  htm  to  quicken  bis 
pace.  The  young  mao  obeyed,  but  there  was 
neither  boldness  in  his  step  nor  tranquillity  in  his 
countenance;  be  appeared  apprehenuTe  that 
his  father  was  about  to  require  from  him  some 
unpleasant  explaitadon. 
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■'  Fie !  boy,  fie  I  you  look  more  like  a  culprit 
adnDODg  to  the  scafiold,  than  a  son  who  comes 
to  apeak  to  iut  Cither." 

He  now  qnestionect  him  on  sereral  particulars 
relatire  to  Mary,  and  kept  his  penetrating  eyes 
fixed  upon  bim,  as  if  he  wiahed  to  look  into  the 
secret  receaws  <^  bis  young  heart.  But  his 
son's  replies  con-noced  him  that  fae  entertained 
BO  other  afiection  towards  Mary,  but  sadi  as 
was  natural  to  a  young  man  Hring  under  the 
same  nx^  with  an  interesdng  and  beautiful 
relatire. 

When  Canmir  tenninated  bis  last  reply,  the 
Ccdonel  trfwerred  a  profound  silence  for  a  few 
minutas ;  be  then  |woceeded  to  give  his  son 
instructions  with  respect  to  the  manner  in  which 
he  was  hereafter  to  conduct  himself  towards  his 
counn.  He  recommended  him  to  accompany 
ber  io  her  walks,  to  assist  her  in  her  literary 
oceupatioDS,  enjoininghim  to  treat  her  in  every 
respect  as  a  sister. 
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'■  Have  I  then  been  wandng  in  kind  atten- 
tion towards  herT  Has  the  friendship,  which 
I  bear  her,  been  deficient  in  sincerity  or 
warmth  V  asked  the  youth  in  a  timid  tone,  and 
mistaking  his  lather's  words  for  a  reproach. 

"  That  is  foreign  to  the  question,"  replied 
the  father,  "on  the  contrary,  I  have  every  reason 
to  be  satisfied  with  your  sedulous  attentions, 
your  devoted  regard  to  your  cousin,  but  remem- 
ber that  she  has  neither  father  nor  mother,  and 
that  you  and. I  are  the  only  living  beings  that 
take  an  immediate  interest  in  her  feli<»ty.  Be 
mindful  above  all,  that,  if  she  were  to  lose  me, 
you  would  have  to  replace  me  in  the  relation 
which  I  bear  to  her.  Never  forget  that  a  female 
is  a  female  ever,  belonging  to  the  great  family 
of  the  copies  of  our  original  mother  in  Paradise ; 
she  likes  much  that  the  unexpressed  wishes  of 
her  heart  should  be  divined ;  and  it  ever  be- 
comes us  to  tolerate  the  little  caprices  of  that 
eex,  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  a  companion, 
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a  mother,  and  perfaapa  to  the  011I7  moments  of 
true  happiaesB  whicli  ve  enjof  here  below." 

Tina  conyersatioa  was  broken  off  by  the  re- 
turn of  Mary,  who  came  to  announce  to  her 
uncle,  that  she  did  not  yet  descry  any  one  of 
the  expected  guests  on  his  way  to  the  castle. 
The  Colonel  rose,  and  after  pacing  up  and  down 
for  a  few  minutes,  told  Mary  and  Ca^mir  to 
wait  for  him  b  the  large  hall  upon  the  6rst 
floor,  whence  there  was  a  distant  view  over  tbe 
fields.  When  tbe  young  relatives  had  retired : 
" They  are  not  io  love  with  each  other,'  said 
be,  <*  another  h<^  blighted  in  the  bud  I  It  was, 
however,  a  wish  most  dear  to  my  heart  to  behold 
them  one  day  united.  I  have  been  wrong,  yes, 
very  wrong  to  turn  their  attention  to  tiiis  sub- 
jecL  Casimir  is  honourable  and  docile.  I  love 
the  boy;  but  there  is  too  little  of  manhood  in 
his  n^ure;  he  is  too  woman-like,  and,  had 
heaven  permitted  me  a  choice,  I  could  bin  have 
wished  for  a  different  son.     By  my  conscience, 
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Mary  w  in  the  right  not  to  be  smitten  with  him ! 
Every  female  instinctively  looks  for  a  man  that 
has  a  beard  upon  his  chin ; — bat  fate  has  thus 
decreed  it,"  murmured  the  kind-hearted  Starost, 
OS  he  went  to  rejoin  the  youthful  pair. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

"Tie;  *re  vdcotiie all." — SHiEBapBAiE. 

The  clock-bell  of  the  castle  had  just  pro- 
claimed ^e  hour  of  three ;  tlie  heat  of  the  day 
was  be^nning  to  moderate  under  the  influence 
of  a  gentle  breeze  that  was  whispering  in  the 
foliage  around:  tfae  Starost,  having  completed 
bis  toilet,  was  walking  to  and  fro  with  hasty  steps 
in  front  of  the  balcony ;  his  cap  was  tucked 
ODder  his  left  arm ;  he  appeared  labouring  under 
impatieoce ;  at  one  time  his  hand  strayed,  with- 
out any  apparent  purpose,  upon  the  hilt  of  his 
sabre ;  at  another  time,  his  fore-finger  and  thumb 
were  busied  in  pulling  and  twisting  his  long 
moustaches  ;  all  at  once  he  stood  still,  casting  a 
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steadfast  and  penetrating  look  towards  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  far-stretching  road,  which  skirted 
the  lake.  In  a  moment  his  eyes  beamed  with  a 
satisfaction,  hardly  as  yet  warranted  by  any 
object  that  was  visible  ;  yet  he  kept  them 
riveted  on  the  far-distant  spot ;  his  parted  lips, 
and  every  feature,  were  expressive  of  anxiety  to 
catch  sight  of  a  misty  and  confused  something 
that  was  as  yet  too  indistinct  to  depict  itself  in 
any  definite  shape  upon  the  retina  of  vision. 

A  dust  like  a  small  moving  cloud,  increasing 
in  nearness  and  size,  gradually  advanced :  soon 
a  chariot  drawn  by  four  horses,  came  distinctly 
into  view,  followed  by  several  others  at  a  short 
distance.  In  a  brief  half-hour  tiie  wheels 
rattling  over  the  draw-bridge,  the  smacking  of 
whips,  and  the  barking  of  the  dogs,  announced 
an  arrivaL  The  cries  of  "  the  Canon !  the 
Canon !"  repeated  by  Jenny,  a  young  English 
female,  (tiring-maid  to  Mary,)  gave  clear  evi- 
dence that  the  minister  of  religion  was  the  first 
person  to  make  his  appearance.    The  coach 
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drew  up  at  the  great  hall-door  of  the  castle,  and 
the  portly  frame  of  an  ecclesiastic  slowly 
emerged  in  all  its  fiill-blown  magnitude.  Mary 
and  Casinur  hastened  to  receive  him ;  the 
Cokmel  was  close  at  their  heels,  and  cordially 
embracing  his  old  friend,  he  exclaimed, 

"  Welcome  !  welcome !  my  dear  Canon,  it  is 
u  age  nnce  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
FOu.  By  my  f^th,  I  thought  you  were  unwell ; 
I  have  been  waiting  for  you  ao  long,  that  I 
thought  I  should  have  been  at  last  condemned 
to  empty  by  myself  some  bottles  of  excellent 
Cyprus  wine,  which  I  have  reserved  for  your 
TJtit.  I  received  them  as  a  present  from  the 
good  dty  of  Dantzig. — Come,  away  with  the 
hoises  to  the  stable  I'' 

"  Friends  such  as  you.  Colonel,  cannot  well 
be  forgotten,"  replied  the  Canon,  making  a  low 
bow ;  "  if  I  have  been  precluded  from  enjoying 
the  pleasure  of  your  company,  the  fault  lies  with 
some  troublesome  business  which  require  my 
presence  at  Wilna,  and  in  consequence,  pre- 
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vented  me  from  paying  my  respects  to  you, — 
from  discharging  a  duty,  which  is  agreeable  to 
my  heart,  and  dear  to  my  indiuatioD.  But, 
God  be  praised  I  it  will  not  happen  agun." 

The  jorfal  Canon,  "  with  fair  round  belly," 
having  given  expression  to  thU  apologetic  reply, 
gently  raised  the  band  of  Mary  to  his  lips, 
greeting  her  and  her  cousin  Caumir  in  words  of 
familiar  friendship;  then  advancing  towards 
Jenny,  a  blooming  and  pretty  light-haired  htss, 
in  her  two  and  twentieth  year, — 

"  How  fares  my  amiable  duckling,"  exdumed 
the  sainted  man,  in  a  dulcet,  but  high  tone  of 
voice,  and  at  the  same  time  imprinting  a  loud, 
smacking  kiss  upon  her  forehead. 

Jenny  blushed,  curtsied  gracefully,  and  went 
away  outwardly  abashed,  but  inwardly  not  dis- 
pleased. 

"  By  our  Lady !"  sud  the  Colonel,  **  I  do  not 
know,  my  dear  Canon,  whether  the  strictness  of 
ecclesiastic  rules  permits  a  Catholic  minister  to 
deal  thus  tenderly  with  the  fair  daughters  of 
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Protestant  CSiriatendom ;  'fore  heaven  1  I  should 
be  ready  to  envy  you  the  inreBtiture  of  that 
sured  garb^  if  it  entitle  you  to  the  privilege  of 
timog  an  the  handsome  lasses  that  come  within 
the  shadow  of  its  sable  folds." 

*'  Bong  wedded  to  long-sulferitig  and  {mra- 
tkHis  here  below,  in  the  seirice  of  our  Holy 
Master,"  answered  the  priest,  "  we  ought  not  to 
de^irive  outselves  altogether  of  those  little  inno- 
cent snatches  of  enjoyment,  although  they  may 
not  idtogether  hannonise  with  the  austerity  of 
our  Christian  diameter  and  forbearance." 

"  I  see^  's  death,  you  are  as  skilful  in  reply  as 
Stdomon  was  wise  in  his  judgments.  But  tell  me, 
my  good  Canon,  what  news  is  stirring,  and  what 
guests  am  I  to  expect  this  day  beneath  my 
humble  roo^  for  I  perceived  several  carriages  at 
DO  great  distance  from  yours." 

"  Some  very  agreeable  persons,  dear  Colonel, 
principslly  our  neighbours,  and  Madam 
Dttmiida,  a  lady  distinguished  in  every  respect, 

vol-  I.  " 
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who  does  honour  to  our  province.  She  is  on 
her  way  from  Volhynia  to  Dantsig,  to  enjoy  the 
advantagesof  sea-bathing,  which  has  been  recom- 
mended to  her  by  the  faculty.  She  was  desirous, 
in  passing  through  your  demesne,  to  become 
acqiuunted  with  you  and  your  niece,  and 
requested  me  to  introduce  her.  To  this  I  will- 
ingly acceded,  as  she  is  distantly  related  to  the 
family  of  the  Vasovicz,  through  the  Counts 
Politylo ;  and  in  truth  she  was  most  eager  to 
embrace  so  fair  an  opportunity  of  becoming 
known  to  her  relatives :  we  shall  also  be  favoured 
with  the  visit  of  a  rich  and  gallant  young  officer, 
who  is  on  leave  of  absence  in  the  neighbourhood ; 
he  will  be  highly  flattered  with  the  Honour  of 
your  acquaintance ;  and  in  ^ving  you  this  proof 
of  his  homage  and  respect,  he  will  foe  enabled  to 
direct  his  admiration  to  the  Anglo-Folish  star, 
which  sheds  its  bright  beams  upon  our  cherished 
Samogitia." 

*'  All  persons  of  merit,  all  your  friends,  witfa- 
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out  exception,  will  be  at  all  times  welcome  at 
Ravdao,  aud  especiftUy  a  lady,  so  highly  recom- 
mended by  her  amiable  character  and  extensive 
enidition." 

"  By  the  holy  miraculous  virgin  of  the  Ostra- 
brama  of  Wilna .'  you  are  no  less  eloquent  than 
brave,"  rejoined  the  priest;  "  but,  now  I  think 
of  it,  I  will  inform  you  that  the  lady  in  question 
is  well  versed  in  philosophy,  and  she  will  not 
bil  to  enlighten  you  all,  if  you  have  a  mind  to 
indulge  in  metaphyseal  speculations." 

The  rattling  of  several  carriages  prevented  the 
Canon  from  continuing.  Mary  hastened  away 
to  make  some  improvement  in  her  toilet. 

The  Colonel,  with  his  son  and  the  Canon, 
went  to  receive  the  vuitors|  as  they  alighted 
from  tbeir  carriages,  and  the  pleasure  experienced 
by  the  Starost  was  at  its  height,  when  he  per- 
ceived amongst  others  Buczaka,  his  nearest 
Dmghbour  and  most  esteemed  friend.  Buczaka 
being  regarded  almost  as  a  member  of  the 
fimiily.     Vasovicr,  after  having  embraced  him. 
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left  him  talking  with  Casimir,  and  turned  his 
fttteiitioQ  to  the  other  visitors. 

Another  carriage,  drawn  by  four  hones,  now 
arrived  in  the  court-yard ;  two  ladies  stepped  out* 
one  of  whom  was  the  Volbynian  lady,  most 
elegantly  attired  ;  the  other  her  companion,  who 
followed  her  at  a  respectful  distance.  The 
Canon  first  accosted  them,  and  introduced  them 
to  the  Starost,  who,  after  an  ample  interchange 
of  fashionable  salutations,  introduced  them  to  his 
son,  and  walked  with  them  into  the  house. 
Another  neighbour  soon  arrived.  Talvoai,  with 
his  nephew  the  Baron  Denhof,  lately  from  ihe 
Court  of  King  Sigismund.  Both  were  attired 
in  the  height  of  the  exbting  fashion,  but  in  the 
dress  of  the  young' baron  there  was  a  recherche, 
an  eitquiaiteneas,  a  coquetry  that  betr&yed  an 
affectation  of  foppery — his  hair  was  arranged  in 
ringlets,  and  the  choicest  perfumes  had  not  been 
forgotten  amongst  the  mingled  treasures  that 
graced  his  dressing-room.  As  no  further  addi- 
tion to  the  number  of  guests  was  now  expected, 
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the  Colonel  odered  his  ann  to  Madam  Dzimirska, 
and  led  the  way  into  the  adjoining  room,  fol- 
lowed hy  the  gentlemen,  who  had  each  selected 
a  bir  partner. 
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"  yow  all  nas  buide  and  llie  menial  train 
Prepared  and  rpread  Ibe  plmUoui  board  witbln.'' 

Btbom,  CnlLDB  Habold. 

"  Their  claiighiB  bowli  old  mn-tur*  qnaflbd, 
Londl;  the;  ipolte,  and  luudly  latched." 

Ladt  of  thb  Laee. 

In  a  BpaciouB  saloon,  arched  over  by  a  vaulted 
ceiling,  stood  a  round  table  of  polished  oak, 
ovenpread  by  a  snow-white  linen  cloth  of  the 
finest  texture,  and  adorned  with  the  various 
articles  of  taste  and  luxury,  which  usually  graced 
a  hospitable  board  at  that  period  of  Ume; 
numerous  chairs  were  drawtk  up  in  readiness 
around,  and  here  and  there  an  arm-chair  seemed 
awaiting  a  distinguished  guest.  In  the  centre 
of  the  table  stood  a  richly  chased  tureen  of  silver, 
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Thence  the  EaviHy  vapour  of  a  rich  and  excellent 
soup  was  exbaUng  its  fleecy  fiagraaee.  Along 
the  walls  were  su^nded  fuU-length  portiuts  of 
the  doughty  aacestora  of  Vawvtcx,  all  exhibited 
in  the  natural  uze  and  stature.  Their  martial 
appearance,  their  la^e  dark  moustaches,  the 
ancient  annour.  backled  on  their  athletic  bodies, 
gave  ami^e  testimony  of  the  courage  and  strength 
of  these  Polish  nobles,  who  had  passed  all  their 
best  days  in  arms,  and  whose  pictured  forms 
alone  insi»red  respect  and  awe.  At  tbe  base  of 
each  portrait  were  written  in  legible  characten 
tbe  dates  of  the  birth  and  death  of  the  warrior 
represented,  and  under  some  was  inscribed  a 
brief  but  ezpresave  traditionary  legend  of  the 
glorious  Ceats  achiered  by  tbe  mighty  chieftain, 
who  had  long  since  passed  away. 

1}k  high  and  narrow  casements  of  tbe  room 
terminated  in  triaDgulair  abutments,  in  the  gotluc 
style,  admitting  that  dubious  and  imperfect 
light,  which  is  favourable  to  solemn  meditation 
and  wayward  reverie,  more  Ifaan  to  convitiality, 
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revelry,  and  joy.  There  were  two  spacious 
folding-doors  on  opposite  sides  of  die  saloon ; 
over  one  was  a  higlily  finished  portrait  of  our 
Saviour,  by  a  great  master,  over  the  other,  the 
picture  of  the  blessed  Virgin. 

The  guests  were  usiiered  in,  and  occujned 
their  places.  All  now  standing  up,  repeated 
after  the  curate  a  short  prayer,  and  then  de- 
voutly crossed  themselves.  The  Colonel  assigned 
the  poGt  of  honour  to  Madam  Dsiniirska,  and 
distributed  the  others  in  such  a  manner,  that 
every  gentleman  might  attend  to  a  lady. 

Numerous  domestics,  in  a  plain  but  neat  cos- 
tume, as  far  removed  from  gaudy  grandeur  as 
from  coarse  rusticity,  were  standing  behind  the 
churs,  ready  to  miniBter  to  every  wish  of  their 
master  and  his  guests. 

One  of  these '  attendants,  however,  attracted 
particular  notice  by  the  angularity  of  his  drees 
and  equipment.  He  was  a  man  in  the  prime  of 
life  ;  whose  broad  breast,  and  the  prominent 
muscles  of  his  bare  neck  indicated  vast  corporeal 
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strength.     From  the  crown  of  his  head,  which 

daewhwe  had  been  closely  shaveb,  doBcended 

his  braided  imr,  black  and  shining,  and  indebted 

perhaps  for  its  raven-lustre  to  the  aid  of  some 

mlj  subetance,  with  which  it  appeared  to  have 

been  nibbed.    This  long  braid  was  several  times 

loosely  entwined  roand  his  left  ear,  and  then 

hong  down  to  his  elbow ;  it  was  fastened  at  the 

wd,  and  iantasticBlly  decorated  by  a  bow  of 

maDy-«oloared  i^bons ;  he  wore  a  scarlet  jerkin, ' 

the  large  white  collar  of  which  was  turned  down 

so  as  to  display  his  sinewy  and  bull-like  neck. 

His  l^s  were  lost  in  the  extravagantly  wide 

drapery  of  his  trowsers,  which  were  conBned  at 

the  waist  by  a  leathern  band,  or  baldric,  sue- 

taimng  on  the  one  side,  a  ditk  resting  in  its 

sheath,  and  on  the  other,  a  short  whip,  called  a 

kanezitk.*     A  kind  of  guitar  Torban  slung  across 

■  Hi*  kuicmk  It  ■  Ttrtar  tnd  CowMk  whip,  coniltUng 
of  a  handle  neari;  a  cnUt  long,  and  of  a  trew  of  veiy  hard, 
leather  of  the  MnwICDstb,  and  about  the  thicknesi  of  the 
finger,  and  enwiapplag  at  the  end  a  imall  hall  of  lead,  mie 
CuHMkaatill  make  tue  of  it  to  qakken  the  >peed  of  their 
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his  back,  completed  bis  peculiar  accoutrement. 
His  nuTOw  forebead  was  strikingly  dbpropoi^ 
ti(HiBt«  to  bis  liead  of  monstroas  amplitude  ;  bis 
small  daik  and  peering  eyes  were  sunk  deep  in 
the  hollows  between  his  bushy  eye-brows  and 
bis  bigh  che^-bones.  His  noae  was  of  strange 
conformation,  not  unlike  the  bowl  of  a  German 
tobacco-pipe ;  bis  nostrils  were  disagreeably  open 
and  elerated.  His  long  moustadies,  passing 
beyond  bis  chin,  reached  to  his  breast,  where 
they  crossed  over  in  the  form  of  a  triangle.  The 
cast  of  his  whole  fiuse  was  repulsive,  and  remark- 
ably flat.  His  pbyui^omy,  utteiiy  devoid  of 
expression,  betokened  an  ultra-passive  soul,  and 
an  unenlightened  mind,  seeming  to  belong  to  a 
machine,  or  an  automaton,  which  could  be'  set 
in  movement  only  by  another's  will. 

From  the  very  commencement  of  the  dinner, 
Snaiska,  in  her  finest  trim,  having  at  her  side  a 
large  bunch  of  keys,  and  apparently  the  mistress- 
sfHnt  that  preuded  over  every  arrangement,  was 
exerting  her  vigilance  with  peculiar  care.     At 
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tlte  iiiit  gUnca,  it  was  auy  to  aee  that  aLe  was 
in  her  element.  Tlie  joung  Englirfi  woman 
wmetimea  re[daeed  her  in  her  duty  of  auperio- 
te&deiice,  while  ber  inquisitive  e^es  were  fixed 
rather  upon  the  guests,  than  directed  to  the 
attendants.  In  addition  to  the  wine,  with  whidl 
the  table  was  loaded,  several  baskets,  replete 
with  bottles,  were  stowed  in  the  comers  of  the 
qiartinent.  Near  these  baskets,  upon  teinpe- 
mry  ude-boards,  rose  piles  of  alver  didies  and 
the  most  valoable  china. 

TlieFe  was,  at  fir8^  but  little  couTersation,  for 
two  seats  remaining  unoccupied,  gave  great 
(cope  for  the  thoughts  and  conjectures  of  many 
of  the  visitors,  and  the  more  bo,  as  the  Starost 
was  firequently  casting  his  eyes  upon  the  folding- 
doois,  which  in  a  few  minutes  Opened  to  allow 
the  pasnng  of  an  individual,  whose  grey-hairs 
beqxke  more  advanced  years  than  his  face 
would  warmnt,  a|^>earing  a  sort  of  hybrid  be- 
tween the  mqjor-domo  and  a  guest.  All  eyei 
were  now  tamed  in  tlus  direction,  when  the 
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domestic,  (for  his  guise  and  general  exterior 
showed  that  he  was  not  one  of  the  expected 
visitors,)  advanced  three  stepa  forward,  and  in  a 
loud  voice  announced  "  Lady  Alary  Barton," 
who  immediately  entered. 

A  black  dress  of  the  richest  and  most  costly 
dlk,  having  its  flounce  trimmed  with  a  triple 
row  of  rosettes  of  the  same  material  and  colour, 
arrayed  her  light  and  sylph-Uke  form;  an  ex- 
quisite collerette  of  Brussels  lace,  scarcely  con- 
cealed the  heaving  of  her  bosom;  a  Turkish 
shawl  of  azure  hue,  with  its  folds  of  invaluabte 
drapery  was  thrown  over  her  shoulders ;  her 
profuse  ebon-tresses  floated  in  rich  luxuriance 
over  her  neck ;  a  blaze  of  reflected  light  ema- 
nated from  the  jewels,  which  glittered  upon  her 
sash  and  bracelets.  Like  the  young  gaeelle,  the 
advanced  with  a  light,  timid  and  graceful  step. 
All  the  gentlemen  rose  from  their  seats  by  a 
spontaneous  movement  of  courtesy  and  admira- 
tion ;  the  ladies  saluted  her  with  gracious  bovrs 
and  smiles,  but  a  dee[dy  observant  phyuognombt 
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Blight  have  detected  in  the  ezpresuon  of  the 
counteoances  of  some  amongBt  the  number  a 
slight,  momentary,  but  in^pretal^  emotion  of 
jealousy. 

The  Starost  tooic  her  by  the  hand,  and  intro- 
duced her  to  the  company  with  an  ur  of  tnamfit, 
"  My  niece,"  nid  he,  "  the  daughter  of  the 
Qlostrious  Edward  Barton,  whose  name  will  be 
erer  blessed  by  Poland."  He  then  pointed  to 
ber  seat  opposite  Madame  Dzimiraka,  between 
the  young  coOrtier  Denhof  and  TaWoBZ,  and 
requested  her  to  do  the  honours  of  the  table. 

Mary  mllingly  undertook  the  duty,  which  her 
UDcle  had  decreed  to  her,  excelleotly  seconded 
I^  her  two  neighbours,  happy  and  proud  to 
reader  her  every  assistance. 

For  a  time  the  conversation  turned  upon 
politics  ;  and  the  wars  of  Sweden  and  Turkey 
were  discussed ;  but  the  topic  was  soon  changed, 
and  general  subjects  were  variously  introduced, 
each  participating  in  those  themes  of  discourse, 
to  which  lus  own  taste  and  mental  endowments 
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directed  him;  but  the  attention  of  the  guests 
vas  not  so  deeply  absorbed,  as  to  prevent  them 
firom  manifaBting  by  their .  looks  and  occasional 
whispers,  the  admiration  with  which  they  were 
injured  by  the  lovely  Mary. 

Denhof^  altboogh  recently  arrived  from  the 
court  of  Warsaw,  where  the  rules  of  etiquette 
were  strictly  observed,  i^peared  to  forget  every 
body,  except  the  beautiful  young  hostess  who 
was  seated  beude  him.  His  entire  absorption, 
and  the  very  tone  of  his  voice,  shewed  that  he 
was  a  prey  to  impassioned  imagiaings, — that 
love  had  asserted  its  dominion  upon  his  heart. 

When  Mary  beheld  the  eyes  of  the  young 
man  constantly  riveted  upon  her,  and  flashing, 
like  two  bright  orbs  in  midnight  darkness,  she 
was  viubly  abashed ;  in  the  embarrassment  of 
her  feelings,  her  downcast  loola  seemed  to 
implore  the  protection  of  the  company,  and  to 
imply  a  wish,  that  the  young  admirer  should 
be  made  sensible  of  the  improiwiety  of  his 
ctmducL 
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Vinries,  ootwithstandiiig  \he  Idodnea  of  his 
beai^  «as  aoowwhat  bwty,  and  wbo  besides  wu 
on  tenm  of  the  greatest  bmiliarity  widi  the 
baulj  of  Deaho^  though  he  appeared  to  have 
cweeired,  at  flnt  agbt,  an  anvaiTantable  pre- 
jadice  againit  the  youi^  soldier  in  (]ueati<Hi, 
noticed  his  abetnction,  and  easily^  understood 
die  cause  <^iU 

"  Ueatenant  Denho^"  sud  be,  "  in  a  tone 
half  jesttD^  half  serious,  "  the  fair  ejes  of  our 
innocent  girls  of  Samo^da,  are  ill  aociutomed 
to  brodc  the  protracted  gate  trf  you  youthful 
BspiiantB  for  "■p'^*"l  fame." 

"If  I  fasTe  committed  a  bolt,"  replied  Au- 
gnrtus  Denbof,  "  I  implore  fotgirmess,  but  it 
is  difficult  for  the  sagest  amongst  the  sons  of 
nen  to  direct  his  look  to  any  odier  object,  when 
the  brightest  luminary  in  heaven's  high,  vault 
attracts  bis  aye.  I  am  but  a  firail  mortal,  and  I 
must  b^  to  [dead  my  poor  humanity,  in  eita- 
nnatioa  <tf  iny  offsuce." 
" 'Od's  itsn  I"  sud  die  Colonel,  "nnce  you 
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have  left  your  Other's  house,  boy,  and  been 
baskiog  in  the  sunshine  of  the  court,  methinba 
the  Muses  have  more  charms  for  you  than 
Mars ;  but  every  thing  has  its  season,  here  we 
vill  willingly  dispense  with  your  poetry,  and 
rather  ask  you  to  bear  in  mind,  that  true  gal- 
lantry should  go  band  in  hand  with  modesty  and 
reserve." 

The  rebuke  was  cutting ;  Denhof  bit  hu  tips, 
and  would,  perhaps,  have  given  utterance  to 
something  galUng  in  reply,  had  not  his  eye,  sud- 
denly and  unconsciously  fallen  upon  the  ^r 
Mary,  before  whose  loveliness  his  rising  choler 
subsided,  and  his  tongue  was  constnuned  to 
silence,  as  by  a  potent  spell. 

The  young  officer's  apparent  sense  of  his 
error,  appeased  the  Starost,  who  added,  **  Gen- 
tlemen, do  you  not  all  coincide  with  me  io  opi- 
nion upon  this  subject  P" 

"  I  am  &r,  my  dear  Colonel,"  taad  the  Canon, 
"from  differing  in  my  sentiments  from  yourself, 
but  allow  me  to  remind  you,  that  when  a  young 
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man  admits  his  error,  he  gives  the  &irert  belies 
of  eorrectuigit." 

"  Admirable  leaflotiiiig,"  cried  some  of  the 
laifie^  at  all  times  ready  to  enlist  on  the  side  of 
the  oppressed. 

"Come  !  come  !  nephew," said Talvosz,  "r^ 
pentaoce  is  the  first  step  to  reformatkm ;  you 
have  owned  your  fault,  and  you  will  [womise 
amendraeDt." 

"  Most  certainly,  node,  it  is  the  sincerest 
desire  of  my  heart  to  be  convinced  of  my 
faahs,  and  to  goaid  agunst  tbem  for  the  time 
to  come." 

"  BraTO  I  all  now  is  well,"  added  Bucuka, 
"  I  like  these  little  affiun  of  outposts, — these 
^rmishes,  which  go  no  further  than  just  to 
rouse  us,  aad  then  tenninate  in  a  truce  or  a 
peace." 

At  the  concluuon  of  this  brief  sally,  he 
thumped  with  bis  fist  upon  the  table,  with  so 
much  riolmce,  as  to  threaten  the  destruction 
of  the  rarious  brittle  onumeots  upon  it. 
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All  hearts  were  too  elastic,  amid  the  gaiety 
of  festive  enjoyment,  to  admit  of  any  unpleasant 
impression,  which  this  scene  and  dialogue  were 
cquble  of  making.  The  conversation  became 
more  animated  than  ever,  and  when  it  embraced 
for  its  object  the  provinces  of  Poland,  the  Vol- 
hynian  lady  asked  for  several  explanations 
touching  the  origin  of  the  Lithuanian  people, 
who  appeared  to  her  to  have  some  affinity  with 
the  ScIavCHiic  race:  "IhavefieaTd  it  remarked," 
said  she,  *'  that  in  Lithuania,  and  especially  in 
Samogitia,  the  manners,  and  many  of  the  cus- 
toms, appear  to  be  of  Romnn  origin." 

**  Nothing  cui  be  more  natural,"  answered 
the  Starost,  delighted  at  the  opportunity  now 
afforded  him  of  displaying  his  erudition  upon 
this  object.  "  First,  every  body  knows  that  the 
Lithuanians  are  the  descendants  of  the  Heru- 
lians.  With  regard  to  the  Romans,  we  have 
only  to  read  history  to  convince  ourselves,  that 
during  the  civil  wars  between  Caesar  and 
Fompey,  numerous  partisans  of  the  latter  in 
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Spain,  fiying  from  the  anger  of  the  conqueror  of 
the  irorid,  went  on  board  a  small  flotilla,  which, 
sfier  a  ^fficult  and  dangerous  navigation,  u]ti- 
mitely  arriTed  on  the  coast  of  the  Baltic,  near 
Coarland,  in  the  north-western  part  of  Litho' 
ania,  which  is  commonly  called  Samogida. 
The  place  where  the  fugitires  disembaifced^  was 
well  selected.  The  soil  was  fertile,  and  well 
watered  by  several  rirers ;  and  the  spot  seemed 
to  affind  fiidltties  for  an  extenuve  commerce. 
The  proximity  of  rast  forosts,  presented,  inlike 
manner,  great  advantages,  and  accordingly  these 
refugees  established  thenuelves  in  this  promising 
locality.  Otber  immigrations  followed,  and 
several  colonies  were  founded.  Hence  we  dwive 
the  various  Spanish  and  Latin  words  and  cus- 
toms, wUdi  have  been  preserved  amongst  us 
till  die  present  day." 

**  It  is  not  difficult  to  perceive,  Cidonel,  that 
yen  are  deeply  read  in  the  lustory  of  your 
coanby,  and  I  feel  hi^ly  indebted  to  you  for 
the  details,  vrith  wluch  you  have  Idndly  fnr- 
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sUhed  me,"  observed  the '  Volhynian  lady> 
bowing  with  equal  grace  and  dignity- 
After  this  dissertation  an  iotervat  of  ^eace 
ensued,  broken  by  the  Canon,  who  loudly  ex- 
tfdled  the  excelleoce  of  Hungarian  wine.  The 
conversation  was  thus  naturally  drawn  upon  the 
Hungarians.  And  Dzimirska,  who  had  several 
times  traversed  this  picturesque  part  of  Europe, 
launched  out  into  an  elaborate  descant  upon  the 
manners  and  hospitality  of  this  people,  who 
have  at  all  times  sympathised  with  the  Poles, 
whom  they  so  nearly  resemble  in  their  national 
diaracter;  nor  did  the  erudite  lady  forget  to 
bestow  a  pompous  and  just  eulogium  upon  the 
beauty  of  the  Hungarian  ladies.  She  then  pro- 
ceeded to  a  lengthened  and  interesting  descrip- 
tion of  the  most  prominent  features  in  the  gnuid 
panorama  of  this  ancient  kingdom,  with  a 
fujlity,  fluency,  and  elegance  of  diction,  which 
produced  a  lively  sensation  among  her  hearers, 
and  elicited  general  applause. 
**  I  should  much  like,"  observed  Biiczaka, 
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"  to  Tint  diis  Transcaipathian  poradiie,  to  have 
an  qvpoTtumty  of  aj^ireGiatiiig,  by  mjr  own 
ocular  evidence,  those  beautiful  Hungarioo 
hocses,  which  are  uuirersally  prized  and  ad- 
mired, and  to  make  myself  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  manner  in  which  they  handle  the  sabre 
in  that  country,  as  I  hare  been  informed  they 
ase  tlus  weapon  as  well  as  in  Polaad." 

"  With  r^iard  to  myself,"  rejoined  the  Canon, 
"I  should  much  rather  t^uaff  the  deliidoua 
wine,— the  pure  wine  of  Hungary,  which  re- 
freshes the  blood,  strengthens  the  body,  restores 
the  health,  and  does  so  much  good  to  mankind, 
than  ccmcem  myself  about  the  manner  of  deal- 
ing death-blows  irith  the  sabre." 

"  Erery  one  has  his  fancies,  and  his .  arer- 
Kons,"  replied  the  Colonel- 
Philosophy  and  metaphysics  then  for  a  while 
intruded  among  other  aabjects  of  discourse,  that 
hannonised  better  with  festive  hilarity.  The 
witty  blue-stocking  of  Yelhynia  now  drew 
la^Iy  upon   the  rich  lesonrces  of  her  welU 


c.y  Google 


70  THE   POLES    IX 

Stored  mind ;  her  look  became  more  animated  ; 
ber  voice  assumed  a  deeper  and  more  impressive 
tone;  her  first  and  most  vigorous  attack  was 
directed  s^nst  Casimir,  whom  she  assailed 
with  BO  many  embarrassing  questions,  that  the 
poor  young  man,  unaccustomed  to  abstract 
speculations,  after  having  stammered  out  a  few 
disjointed  attempts  at  argument,  was  constrained 
to  fight  shy  of  reasoning  with  a  lady,  who  would 
have  been  a  match  for  a  Stoic.  Then  turning 
herself  towards  Benhof,  she  abruptly  asked  him, 
in  what  he  thought  true  happiness  consisted. 

"  On  my  faith,  Madam,"  replied  the  young 
soldier,  "  it  is  only  to-day  that  I  have  erer  enter- 
tained even  a  confused  idea  of  true  happiness^ 
and  perhaps,  without  any  probability  of  being 
ever  able  to  enjoy  it ;  besides  it  b  a  subject  very 
difficult  to  discuss." 

"  I  think,"  observed  a  lady,  "  Uiat  the  fulfil- 
ment of  our  duties  is  the  most  certain  means  of 
attaining  it." 

"Nothing  can  be  more  true,"  rejwned  the 
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Starost,  who  had  no  relish  for  the  subject,  and 
wbbed  to  change  it ;  <*  and  if  all  mankiud  were 
of  your  (pinion,  we  should  enjoy  a  paradise 
on  earth." 

The  peTwvering  Dzimirska,  notwithstanding 
the  Starost's  effi>rt  to  change  the  theme  for  one 
more  consonant  with  his  wishes,  had  the  address 
to  bring  in  her  favourite  discussions ;  and  the 
subject  of  love  was  introduced.  This  passion 
was  described  by  each,  according  to  the  tenour 
and  particular  disposition  of  his  own  mind. 

Buczaka,  who  had  been  conversing  with 
Mary,  suddenly  raised  his  voice,  and  said, 
"  Gentlemen,  you  may  laugh  as  much  as  you 
please,  to  hear  me,  at  my  age,  still  venture  to 
strike  this  chord ;  but  love  is,  indeed,  a  tumul- 
tuous passion  !  To  feel  its  lull  eSbcts,  one  must 
have  youth,  and  a  soul  ardent  and  fresh, .not  yet 
daBed  and  blunted  by  the  world ;  not  yet  de- 
praved and  deadened  by  egoUsm.  Before  I 
married,  and  when  about  twenty-two  years  of 
age,  and  with  my  regiment  in  garriton,  near 
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Btalocerkief,  I  accidentally  became  acquainted 
with  a  young  lady  named  Proskurzanka.  The 
first  time  T  accosted  her,  a  strange  shuddering 
sensation  thrilled  through  my  whole  frame ;  I 
conceived  an  attachment  which  could  neither 
be  exceeded  nor  described. 

"  Ukraine's  bright  sun  never  before  shone  on 
aught  so  beautiful ;  she  was  wealthy,  and  of  a 
distinguished  family:  mine  was  the  mere  sol- 
dier's fortune, — nought,  but  the  sabre,  wluch  is 
now  suspended  at  my  ude.  I  dared  not  mani- 
fest any  symptom,  which  might  betray  my  pas- 
sion, dreading  her  &tlier, — a  haughty  and  un- 
bending father— who  would  never  have  consented 
to  our  union.  The  four  winds  of  the  stei^>e6 
wafted  to  her  numerous  admirers.  The  tender 
and  languishing  looks  with  which  I  regarded 
her,  told  the  secret  of  my  heart.  My  regiment 
was  removed  to  other  quarters.  Would  you 
believe,  that,  though  21  leagues  separated  us, 
I  vrent  twice  a  week  to  vbit  her,  for  a  few 
minutes  only,  performing  the  journey  tUther 
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and  bade,  in  tlie  space  of  twenty-fonr  hours, 
upon  the  same  horse,  braring  the  cold,  the 
stonn,  and  every  kind  of  danger  7     One  day  I 

arrived, — Iwuted, — I  beheld herno  mor« 

I  made  inquiry, — I  learnt  that  her  father  had 
sent  her  away,  and  obliged  faer,  deejiite  ber 
tears  and  de^air,  to  wed  another.  I  could 
bare  wished  the  whole  universe  enwrapped  in 

the  same  shroud  with  me Slowly  did  I 

retrace  my  melancholy  way  across  the  dreary 
waste,  watering  the  pathless  wilderness  with  my 
tears.  Long  did  I  in  vain  endeavour  to  find 
some  traces  of  ber,  who  was  so  dear  to  me. 
"niir^-dght  years  have  now  elapsed,  unce  that 
dreadful  hour.  What  would  I  not  have  given 
to  enjoy  once  more  those  blissful  moments  I 
had  passed  with  ber  I  Oh  I  love  is  indeed  a 
tumnltuous,  an  appalling  passion  P'  he  repeated, 
felling  into  a  deep  reverie. 

All  listened  to  this  tale  with  much  emotion 
and  interest 

« Your  love  must  have  been  very  ardent," 

VOL.   I.  B 
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said  Madam  Dnmirska,  "  siace  the  recolleotion 
of  it  seema  still  so  fresh  in  your  mind,  and 
though  the  storm  has  been  long  past,  yet  busy 
memory  rouses  the  slumbering  billows." 

''  It  is  a  woful  tale,"  repeated  Denhof. 

"  What  has  become  of  the  lady  ?— have  you 
seen  her  dnce  T — Is  she  still  alive  ?"  asked  Mary 
in  a  timid  tone  of  voice. 

' '  1  saw  her  again  but  once, — by  mere  accident. 
She  died  two  years  after." 

"  Where  did  she  die,  poor  lady  ?" 

"  She  died  in  my  country,  in  the  very  |dace 
where  1  last  saw  her." 

"You  have  dwelt  nineteen  years  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Brzsc-Liteski  ;  you  have 
resided  amongst  us  already  a  conuderoble  time, 
and  yoii  call  the  Ukraine  your  country,  as  If 
you  were  quite  indi&rent  about  Lithuania, 
'fore  heaven,  neighbour,  this  merits  some  re- 
proach." 

"  My  dear  Colonel,  pardon  me,  the  witchery 
of  my  youthful  recollections,  and  of  my  first 
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csmpaignB,  is  the  sole  cause  of  this  apparent 
fo^tfutness.  It  was  in  the  Ukraine  that  I  first 
became  acquainted  with  you." 

"  By  the  holy  saints  \  it  now  occurs  to  me, 
Uiat  to-morrow  is  the  anniversary  of  that  duel, 
in  which  your  trusty  sword  inflicted  so  deep  a 
gash  in  the  angry  visage  of  your  adversary,  who 
dispelled  all  your  fond  dreams  of  future  bliss, 
by  revealing  to  the  father  the  sentiments  you 
entertained  towards  his  daughter.  It  was  the 
first  duel  in  which  I  was  your  second," 

"  But  yon  likewise.  Colonel,  must  have  much 
to  remember  in  Ukraina."* 

Here  a  flash  of  emotion  shot  across  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  Starost,  who  fixed  his  eyes  upon 
the  Major,  with  a  pleading  expression  that  he 
well  understood,  convulsively  squeezed  his  hand, 
and  with  difficulty  succeeded  in  mastering  his 
feelings. 

At  length  the  board  was  cleared  of  all  save 

*  UI(ngD«  !■  tlw  name  of  a  proTlnce  tn  tlic  loutli   of 
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the  wine-cups  and  the  flagons;  the  bright  beve- 
rage began  to  assert  its  influence ;  and  a  flood 
of  compliments  was  poured  upon  the  chaste 
ears  of  the  female  guests,  who  continued  sipping 
soberly  and  ceremoniously,  the  light  and  delicate 
wines  that  were  offered  them. 

The  portly  Canon  then  rose,  and  thus  ex- 
pressed himself,  in  a  slow  and  measured  tone  : 
"  Fairest  objects  in  the  creation,  and  you,  gen- 
tlemen, listen  to  my  words :  truth  must  ever 
be  characteristic  of  him  whose  mission  is  from 
on  high.  No  falsehood  must  pass  his  lips, — 
drink  and  drink  deep  then,  for  I  muntain  that 
wine  is  a  passport  to  Pamdise." 

«  How  can  this  be,  explain,  I  entreat  you," 
said  Denhof. 

"  It  is  very  easy  to  prove  this.  Lieutenant, — 
In  Uie  flrst  place,  a  glass  of  good  mne,  taken 
with  openness  of  heart  in  pleasant  company, 
puts  ua  in  a  good  humour,  disposes  us  to  good 
actions,  and  good  actions  pave  the  way  to  eternal 
liappiness." 
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"llie  repl^  is  scholar- like  and  wise  I  Excel* 
lent !  admirable  V  were  the  exclamatdons  of  the 
Colooel,  of  Talvosz,  and  many  others. 

"  Do  you  know,  good  and  worthy  Canon,  that: 
your  powerful  reasoning  carries  conviction  to  my 
sool,"  added  Denhof.. 

"  Some  wine  I  give  wine !"  cried  the  Stannt 
in  an  ecstasy  of  joy. 

The  Cossack  Mucha  disappeared  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye,  and  returned  with  sereral 
small  bottles,  thickly  coated  with  mould  and 
sand. 

"  A  good  omen !"  whispered  Buczaka  to  the 
Canon. 

The  StanMt,  after  having  recommended  his 
niece  to  the  good  remembrances  of  his  guests, 
proposed  the  health  of  the  ladies.  Hereupon 
Dziminka,  in  the  name  of  the  ladies,  and- 
Talrosz,  in  the  name  of  the  gentlemen,  re- 
turned thanks  to  the  StarosC,  for  the  gracious 
reception  with  which  tbey  had  been  honoured. 
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and  protested  that  bis  fair  niece,  independently 
of  the  claim  vhich  she  had,  to  the  kind  and 
benevolent  feelings  of  those  present,  in  consi- 
deration of  her  uncle,  was  more  than  suflSciently 
endoved  willi  personal  good  qualities,  to  entitle 
her  to  that  high  esteem,  which  could  with  diffi- 
culty be  augmented,  and  which  time  would 
never  weaken. 

"  As  the  flame  by  which  I  am  devoured," 
thou^  Denhof, — not  daring  to  hazard  rash 
utterance  to  such  a  thought,  from  an  apprehen- 
sion of  a  second  objurgation. 

"  Ad  rem,  then,  gentlemen,  let  every  goblet 
be  filled  around,"  exclumed  the  Starost ;  then 
beginning  with  his  own,  and  presenting  it  to 
the  Canon ;  "  Accipe  hoc"  added  he. 

"  Accipio  et  gratiag  ago"  replied  the  latter, 
with  a  profound  inclination  of  his  head,  while 
his  eyes  sparkled  with  joy  at  beholding  the  ruby 
draught. 

"  The  health  of  the  l^ies  T'  cried  the  Colonel; 
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*•  The  health  of  the  ladies  1"  repeated  Buccaka ; 
**  Tlie  health  of  the  ladiei  1"  was  the  loud  and 
general  acclaim. 

Each  wiDeH^rowned  goblet  was  drained  at  a 
draught,  and  borne  back  to  the  table,  with  that 
r^idity  and  violence,  that  the  constant  succes- 
sion of  lond  rattling  sounds,  might  be  said  to 
resemble  in  nuniatuiv,  the  well-maiatained  6re 
of  a  column  of  infantry. 

In  conformity  with  the  ancient  custom  then 
prevailing  in  Poland,  the  gentlemen  escorted 
the  ladies  into  a  withdrawing  room,  reserved  for 
diat  purpose ;  and  they  themselves  retired  into 
another,  to  continue  their  carousals  or  their 
conversation. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


Whilst  Mary  was  engaged  in  amusing  Iter 
fur  companions  hy  tlie  exhibition  of  ber  admi- 
rable dravings,  embroideries,  and  an  infinity  of 
trifling,  but  tasteful  productions  of  fancy  and 
art,  a  &r  different  scene  presented  itself  in  the 
room,  to  which  her  uncle  bad  repaired  accom- 
panied by  bis  boon  companions. 

At  the  extremity  of  this  large  and  vaulted 
apartment,  with  windows  looking  into  the  garden, 
Casimir  and  Denhof,  were  seated  at  a  small 
round  table,  completely  absorbed  in  the  skilful 
combinations  of  a  game  at  chess.  The  Canon 
still  continued  his  potations,  and  was  just  giving 
the  coi^  de  grace  to  a  botUe  of  mellow  wine, 
that  was  standing  at  bis  ude.    His  eyes  were 
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glistening  with  inward  sads&cdon,  and  the 
crimson  on  his  cheek  had  asBumed  a  deeper  dye 
ftooi  the  brightening  influence  of  the  ruddy  God* 
to  whom  he  was  still  continuing  his  libations ; 
and  it  would  have  required  a  recital  of  the  most 
touching  iuterest  to  rouse  him  from  the  deep 
vinous  abstraction  in  which  he  was  buried^ 
Vasovicz  was  conversing  with  Tolvosz. 

"  Since  you  have  just  arrived  from  Warsaw, 
yoo  must  know  what  opinion  ie  entertained 
of  the  Swedish  and  Russian  war,  with  which  our 
province  is  threatened." 

"  Far  different  subjects  engaged  my  mind;  I 
concerned  myself  but  little  alxtut  the  news  of 
the  day.  1  can  therefore  only  give  you  my  own 
opinion  about  it.  Whatever  glory  may  attend 
our  armies  in  the  arena  of  battle,  I  augur  but 
few  solid  advantages  to  the  country  from  these 
fervid  enterprises  of  our  youth,  in  the  present 
state  of  a&irs.  It  is  true,  tranquillity  now 
prevails  in  our  kin^om,  but  it  h  a  deceitful'' 
adm,  thatistbebaibingerofaBtorm.  Ahfabugb 
e3 
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the  two  princes  KadziwUl,  and  the  indefatigable 
Chodkievicz  may  crown  tb«ir  brows  with  laurels, 
beating  and  repulsing  the  Swudes  in  Livonia, 
with  a  handful  of  our  brare  soldierB,  this  for- 
midable war  is  far  from  being  at  an  end,  and 
prejAratJon  is  now  making  for  an  invasion  of 
RosBia.  I  tUnk  it  is  an  error,  a  very  great 
error  to  wish  to  carry  on  ttto  important  wars  at 
once ;  one  ou^t  to  have  been  concluded  before 
the  other  was  begun.  Then  in  ttie  heart  of  ttie 
kingdom  there  is  a  host  of  discontented  spirits, 
awuting  but  the  beck  of  some  daring  chief,  and 
a  favourable  opportunity  to  shew  themscdves. 
The  magic  of  Zamoyski'ff  name,  although  this 
hero  no  longer  basks  in  courtly  Bmiles,  is  still  a 
dieek  upon  them.  But  after  bis  death,  God 
only  knows  what  will  happen." 

"  It  cannot  be  denied,"  replied  the  Starost, 
"  that  we  live  in  strange  adventurous  times. 
Whidiever  way  I  direct  my  sight,  I  behold 
nought  but  impending  trouble  and  confusion." 

"  It  was  not  thus,"  rejoined  Bucsaka,  spring- 
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iug  from  bis  seat,  as  if  tnerced  by  a  serpent's 
taitg:  '*It  was  not  thus,  Uiat  King  Stephen 
Batory  Peered  tbe  veesel  of  the  state : — to  bis 
country's  friends,  a  friend ; — to  its  foes,  a  thunr 
derixdt  of  war ;  be  was  respected  at  home  and 
abroad;  undisntayed  by  the  bydrarhrood  that 
preyed  upon  the  vitals  of  his  country,  he  crushed 
them  at  a  blow;  his  example  must  be  imi- 
tated.   It  must !"  added  the  perturbed 

patriot,  as  he  stamped  with  violence  upon  the 
floor. 

"Oh,  if  he  were  still  alive,**  replied  the 
Staroet,  "  he  would  bare  long  unce  overwhelmed 
our  enemies,  and  curbed  their  insatiate  r^acity. 
When  I  served  under  his  orden,  with  my  friend 
here,  during  the  Russian  war,  I  heard  more 
than  (mce,  ofber  the  taking  of  Polock,  the  vast 
projects,  which  he  meditated  in  concert  with 
ZamoyskL  He  was  desirous  of  regulating  the 
•uccestdon  to  the  throne,  be  wished  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  the  people,  to  secure  in  Poland 
peace,  abundance,  and   hapfnuees,  to    Aiture 
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generations.  When  I  think  of  his  premature 
death, — of  that  deatit,  in  which  he  was  snatched 
away  in  the  midst  of  his  triumphs,  I  am  more 
and  more  convinced  that  the  death  of  one  man 
may  change  the  condition  of  a  state,  and  eseruse 
a  mighty  influence  upon  its  future  destinies." 

"You  have  a  singular  passion,  my  dear 
Colonel,"  suddenly  exclumed  the  Canon,  who 
was  in  reality  more  roused  by  the  emptiness  of 
the  bottle,  than  by  the  discusuons  going  on, 
"  you  have  an  unaccountable  pasuon  for  losing 
yourself  in  the  labyrinth  of  political  disqui^tion. 
Let  statesmen  craze  their  bnuns,  and  grow  bald 
before  their  time,  in  the  tortuous  intricacies  of 
these  entangled  mystiiications.  We  who  dwell 
far  from  the  bustle  of  cities  have  other  things 
to  think  about,  other  duties  to  fulfil,  and  other 
cares  to  vex  us.  Let  us  therefore  cheer  our 
hearts  with  wine  and  wassail,  or  with  pleasure 
parties,  to  gladden  those  charming  creatures, 
whose  genUeness,  beauty,  and  weakness  have  so 
strong  claims  upon  our  solicitude.     But,  away 
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nith  poliucs !  ptditics  I  &iugh  i  they  are  a  real 
pesdlence." 

"Tuahl  tushr*  reiterated  the  Staroat,  "in 
vhatever  esteem  we  may  hold  you,  my  good 
CanoD,  there  is  a  fiUaog  time  and  nason  for 
every  thing.  Do  not  imapne  that  I  and  my 
two  worthy  nei^boius,  are  laymen  amenable  to 
your  ctnatn^.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to 
make  himself  acquainted  with  the  a^n  of  hb 
country,  and,  by  indulging  in  free  diacusnon, 
to  notify  abuses'  and  thus  prevent  them,  wlule 
he  should  do  all  in  his  power  to  promote  the 
public  good.  However,  console  yourself  my 
dear  friend,  I  see  that  the  weather  is  clearing 
up ;  and  I  am  desrous  of  taking  advantage  of 
the  fine  evening,  lo  propose  to  the  ladies  a  walk 
as  far  as  the  farm  of  Danilov." 

At  these  words  he  made  a  sign  to  Casimir, 
who  understood  it,  arose,  disappeared,  and  re- 
turned to  announce  that  the  proposal  was 
accepted  with  joy.  A  moment  afker  the  Co^ 
sa«k  drew  near  to  his  master,  vbo  gave  him 
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aome  directions  in  a  vhlsper.  Ute  Starost  now 
perceiving  that  the  ladies  were  wtuting  for  him 
in  the  court-jard,  bade  adieu  to  Buczaka,  who 
was  obliged  to  return  home  on  business,  took 
his  cane,  and  accompanied  by  the  Canon, 
Talrosz,  Denhof,  and  Caumir,  went  to  join 
them. 

"  We  are  thinking  of  an  excursion  somewhat 
long,"  said  VasoTicz,  bowing  to  the  ladies,  "  I 
am  going  to  conduct  you  to  the  manuon  of  our 
good  neighbours  Putrament.  Will  you  go  on 
foot  or  on  horseback  I" 

"  On  foot  t  on  foot  I"  was  the  general  reply. 

"Then  I  shall  have  no  reason  to  reproach 
myself,  and,  if  you  are  willing,  we  will  set  out 
forthwith." 

Leaving  the  village  they  came  upon  a  road, 
that  passed  through  wide-waving  fields  of  com. 
The  zephyr  was  playing  along  the  golden  flood, 
as  if  giving  its  last  caresses,  ere  the  uckle  had 
cranmitted  its  work  of  devastation  upon  the  richl; 
loaded  ears.    Tlw  evening  was  in  it«  eariiest 
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commencement ;  a  beneficent  shower  bad  just 
cooled  the  ur,  end  dispelled  the  diut  from  the 
beaten  tndt>  which  a  few  hoars  before  was 
eddying  in  the  Ktlu:  ray  to  the  annoyaoce  of  the 
way-farer.  The  aky  was  serene  and  cloudless, 
the  feathered  songsters  were  carolling  in  joyous 
melody,  or  cleanDg  the  «r  with  rapid  wing. 
lite  tremulous  rain-drops  were  still  suspended 
on  the  wild  flowers  that  decked  the  margin  of 
the  road ;  the  fragrance  of  the  blooming  lime- 
trees  seemed  to  give  a  higher  tone  to  that 
inward  contentedness,  that  indefinable  some- 
thing which  pervades  peaceful  nature  in  her 
rmal  scenes. 

The  party  soon  guned  ^e  snmnut  of  a  hill, 
i^iKice  they  could  bebdd  Vielona,  the  <£ngy 
walls  ci  several  caatlea  (andent  Testiges  of  feudal 
times),  riTers,  woods,  and  seas  of  verdure  blend- 
ing with  the  horizon. 

The  Starost  paused  to  call  the  attention  of  his 
coanpoiuons  to  the  magnificent  panorama,  that 
was  unfolded  to  their  view,  and  with  much  in- 
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terest  and  feeling  contiaued  describing  th« 
Tarious  objects  that  dotted  the  landscape,  while 
at  times  the  plaintive  note  of  a  quail  was  home 
along  by  the  breeee,  or  the  timid  hare  shot 
across  the  path  with  the  speed  of  thought. 

When  they  had  descended  the  brow  of  the 
hill,  they  diverged  front  the  high  road  into  a 
narrow  path,  at  the  extremity  of  which,  adjacent 
to  a  wood,  and  on  the  banks  of  a  broad  clear 
stream,  which  meandered  through  the  fields,  was 
utuated  the  little  village  of  Danil6v,  which 
Antony  Piitrament,  a  Lithuanian  gentleman,  the 
present  proprietor,  inherited  from  a  long  line  of 
ancestors,  whose  pedigree  could  be  traced  back 
to  the  reign  of  Ladislaua  Jagellon. 

He  was  a  man  of  mature  years,  kind-hearted, 
clear-headed,  and  robust  He  was  esteemed 
for  his  hospitality,  honour,  and  openness  of  cha- 
racter, throughout  the  whole  neighbourhood, 
and  m(ae  for  his  steriing  virtues,  than  any  intel- 
lectual brilliancy,  for  his  thoughts  were  seldom 
directed  beyond  his  domestic  occupations. 
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NotwithstandiDg  his  privilege  to  occupy  a  seat 
in  the  National  Diet,  t'other  with  the  Sapiehas 
and  the  Radzitnlls,  despite  his  poBeesuons  in 
woods  and  cultivated  land,  his  scholarBhip  was 
confined  to  mere  reading  and  writing.  His 
better-half,  Antoniova  Putrament,  was  an  in- 
comparable housewife,  on  whom  all  the  rustic 
population  bestowed  the  same  consideration' as 
they  did  upon  her  fausbacd,  regarding  them  as 
the  wisest,  most  virtuous,  and  happiest  couple 
for  many  miles  around. 

Putrament  fonneriy  served  in  the  army  with 
the  Starost  Vasovicz ;  and,  after  having  deserved 
well  of  lus  country,  he  returned  to  hb  hearth 
and  his  home,  exchanged  the  sword  for  the 
plough-share,  married,  and  had  now  been  living 
several  years  in  his  rural  mansion,  at  all  times 
in  perfect  harmony  with  the  Colonel,  constantly 
manifesting  great  deference  to  the  rank,  edu- 
cation, and  riches,  of  his  superior  officer. 

He  Starost,  who  had  taken  the  lead  through 
a  long  avenue  of  poplars  and  willows,  stopped 
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before  au  outer  gate,  which,  yielding  to  the  im- 
pulse of  his  powerful  hand,  turned  upon  its 
creaking  binges,  and  the  whole  party  immediately 
stepped  upon  a  neat  lawn  in  front  of  a  small 
coontry  residenco,  surrounded  by  fine  trees  and 
thick  bushy  hedges. 

The  master  of  the  house  came  across  the 
lawn  to  receive  the  Colonel  and  his  friends,  with 
that  cordial  frankness  which  greatly  surpasses 
the  specious  and  affected  greeting  that  ia  given 
to  the  visitor  in  courtly  or  fashionable  life. 

"Welcome,  Colonel/'said  Putrament,  respect- 
fully uncovering  and  crosaing  himself,  "wel- 
come, you  and  all  the  honourable  company !" 

"  I  am  delighted  to  see  you,  my  dear  neigh- 
bours," replied  the  Starost,  taking  him  by  the 
hand,  and  introducing  to  him  his  several  com- 
panions. 

Tbe  first  apartment  into  which  they  were 
ushered,  was  a  plain  wunscoted  room,  adorned 
with  the  portraits  of  the  Saviour,  the  Madonna, 
and  several  Catholic  saints,  by  the  coarse  hand  of 
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some  unpractiBed  amateur.  Between  the  raftera 
of  the  ceiling  stood  a  n»r  of  wooden  platters,  and 
sereral  rows  of  rude  earthenware,  lliey  had 
scaicely  seated  theouelTes  on  a  kind  of  sofa,  when 
a  lai^  black  dog  started  into  view,  recogninng  the. 
Colonel  and  his  family,  and  seeming  to  implore 
a  caress,  which  was  kindly  and  readily  granted. 
Denhof  appeared  desirous  of  gaining  the  good 
graces  of  the  animal,  and  had  no  sooner  put  out 
his  hand  to  pat  him,  than  the  creature,  displaying 
a  row  of  keen  white  fangs,  growled  a  significant 
warning. 

**  Take  care,"  sud  Mary,  to  the  young 
soldier,  "  he  is  good-natured  to  those  he  knows, 
but  dangerous  to  strangers." 

At  this  moment,  the  door  of  the  adjnniog 
room  swung  open,  and  Antoniora  Futraiaen^ 
followed  by  her  two  daughters,  made  her  appear- 
anee.  She  was  between  thirty  and  forty  years 
of  age,  fresh  and  healthy  in  compleuon,  with  a 
coontenance  by  no  means  disagreeable ;  but 
tlw  rustic  plwnoflss  of   her  attii«  contoasted 
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strongly  wi^  the  exquisite  toilette  of  her 
female  riutors.  All  arose  at  her  approach, 
and  her  husband  introduced  her  to  the  com- 
pany. Curtsey  after  curtsey  followed  in  quick 
succession :  she  stammered  out  a  few  compli- 
mentary words  in  so  low  a  tone,  and  with  so 
much  confusion  and  beutation,  as  to  be  almost 
unintelligible.  But  the  portly  person  of  the 
Canon  had  no  sooner  caught  her  view,  than  she 
advanced  towards  him,  took  hold  of  bis  band, 
and  imprinted  upon  it  three  such  smacking 
kisses,  that  the  good  man  was  sensibly  shocked, 
and  would  have  blushed  deeply,  beyond  a  doubt, 
had  bis  rubicund  and  radiant  visage  been  at  ^1 
susceptible  of  the  incarnate  hue  which  shame 
usually  imparts ;  but,  as  blushing  was  out  of  the 
question,  he  contrived  by  way  of  indemnity,  in 
pulUttg  back  his  hand,  to  overturn  the  table,  and 
break  a  dozen  or  two  of  glasses.  Denhof  would 
infallibly  bare  bunt  into  a  loud  laugh,  bad  not 
the  stem  look  of  his  uncle  kept  him  within  the 
bounds  of  propriety.    The  rest  of  the  company. 
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seeing  the  embarrassed  situation  of  the  poor 
lady,  kindly  released  her  from  it.  The  two  little 
^rls,  who  had  followed  their  mother  into  the 
room,  alarmed  at  Uie  presence  of  so  many 
people,  hastily  made  their  escape. 

The  reader  will  make  every  allowance  fiir 
Madam  EutramenL  In  populous  towns,  visit* 
are  frequent  and  common  occurrences,  but  in 
the  seclusion  of  rural  life,  the  unexpected  call 
of  several  persons  of  a  more  elevated  rank,  is 
quite  an  era  in  the  tranquil  and  monotonous  life 
of  a  matron,  whoUy  engaged  in  herdomesticcares, 
And  never  absenting  herself  from  home,  except 
on  Sundays  and  solemn  days,  when  she  went  to 
Jiear  mass  at  the  distant  church  of  the  district. 
But  if  she  was  inferior  to  the  refined  dames 
of  the  capital  in  her  manner  of  receiving  her 
Ttutors,  bow  greatly  did  she  surpass  them  in  the 
scrupulous  exactitude  with  which  she  dischai^ed 
the  obligations  of  a  wife  and  a  mother  I  It  has 
been  already  remarked,  that  she  was  an  excel- 
lent housewife,  and  it  may  be  added,  that  she 
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was  lauded  far  and  near  for  her  unrivalled  skill 
in  making  mead.  On  the  day  appointed  for 
rest  and  holy  worship,  she  never  failed  to  read 
to  her  children  the  sublime  truths  of  the  Gospel, 
teaching  them  to  fear  and  adore  the  Divinity, 
to  respect  their  parents,  to  honour  old  age,  and 
to  extend  a  succouring  hand  to  misfortune : 
precepts  she  ever  supported  by  her  own  example. 
The  evening  continued  delightful ;  the  gentle 
breeze  had  shaken  off  the  last  run-drops  from 
the  foliage,  and  the  sweet  odours  of  the  flower- 
gardens  were  shedding  a  balmy  fragrance  round 
the  hamlet.  The  company  followed  the  worthy 
Putrtunent  into  the  garden,  which  was  not  ex- 
tensive, but  filled  with  the  choicest  fruit-trees. 
Some  latter  cherries  were  in  liill  maturity,  the 
ruby  bleeding  radiance  of  their  inimitable  hue, 
seeming  to  invite  the  hand  of  the  beholder ;  here 
the  boughs  of  the  pear-tree  were  bending  under 
the  weight  of  the  ripe  and  glowing  produce; 
here  the  foliage  of  the  apple-tree  was  almost 
concealed  beneath  the  refulgent  redness  of  the 
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luxuriant  fruit.  Within  these  humble  precincts, 
there  was  no  affectation  of  ^ow,  novelret  graas' 
plots,  no  tender  exotics  that  demand  so  much 
uoproGtable  care,  but  here  every  tree  repaid 
with  usury  the  attention  which  was  bestowed 
upon  it,  every  plant  had  its  usefulness,  every 
comer  of  ground  its  appointed  culture.  After 
having  passed  through  a  narrow  avenue  of  cur- 
rant and  gooseberry  bushes,  they  came  out  upon 
a  small  meadow.  On  the  left,  several  pieces  of 
home-cpun  cloth  were  stretched  upon  the  grass 
to  bleach  ;  and  ou  the  right,  a  horse  was  grazing, 
tethered  by  a  long  cord  to  a  tree,  at  the  foot  of 
which  was  a  little  boy,  who  appeared  to  divide 
his  attention  between  the  faorse  and  the  doth. 
In  fioDt,  it  the  extremity  of  the  meadow,  ran  a 
tinkling  rill,  overhung  by  an  old  gnarled  oak  of 
enormous  dimensions,  round  -which  there  was  a 
rustic  bench.  Several  images  of  the  saints  were 
Buspedded  on  the  main  branches  of  the  oak,  a 
custom  that  unquestionably  owes  its  origin  to 
the  sncieDt  Herulian  rites,  which  assigned  to 
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each  tree  an  especial  tutelary  divinity.  On 
their  way  towards  this  gigantic  tree,  they  per- 
ceived an  aged  crone,  led  by  a  little  girl,  who 
was  supporting  her  tottering  steps,  and  most 
anxiously  removing  the  stones  that  might  have 
obstructed  her  path.  All  stopped  to  contemplate 
her.  She  was  dressed  in  the  costume  of  Somo- 
gitia.  From  beneath  her  bonnet,  escaped  a  few 
straggling  silvery  hairs,  that  waved  as  the  fitful 
breeze  fell  upon  tliem  ;  age  had  quenched  all 
the  fire  of  her  lack-lustre  eyes ;  her  parchment 
brow,  and  hollow  cheeks  were  furrowed  with 
deep  wrinkles ;  her  skin  was  so  shrivelled,  sal- 
low, and  ghastly,  that  it  appeared  to  belong  to 
the  worn  mortal  coil,  when  the  spirit  had  deserted 
it,  rather  than  to  form  a  part  of  living  humanity : 
her  toothless  mouth  had  sunk  in  most  fearfiilly. 
She  was  leaning  with  her  left  hand  upon  her 
little  guide  and  supporter,  while  her  right  hand, 
from  which  a  rosary  was  dangling,  rested  on  a 
staff.  So  attenuated  was  her  shrunken  finme, 
that  she  bore  a  reaembboce  to  soma  gbottly  or 
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q>ectral  tam ;  and  when,  at  Hie  sound  of  the 
Toices  around  her,  she  sugpended  her  tottering 
morement,  the  curved  form  of  her  body  was 
mcnie  full;  revealed ;  her  head  was  bowed  almost 
to  Uw  insatiate  earth,  vfaich  seemed  to  be  already 
daimiog  its  prey.  At  this  moment,  the  com- 
pany obeerred  a  profoand  silence ; — it  was  an 
eloqaent  and  solemn  dlence.  The  aged  woman 
CKBaed  heiseU^  and  all,  by  an  irreustible  im- 
pulae  of  the  moment,  simultaneously  followed 
her  example.  Some  inarticulate  expressions  then 
eaca|>ed  her  arid  lips,  and  shuffling  two  or  thred 
steps  forward,  she  laid  Her  lank,  bony,  clay- 
ccdoured  fingers  upon  the  head  of  Mary,  who, 
having  perc^red  her  intention,  hod  purposely 
•tooped  to  receive  her  blessing.  After  having 
given  this  token  of  her  benedictJon,  she  agtun 
oxJBsed  herself,  and  proceeded  on  her  way ;  nw 
did  it  require  a  powerful  stretch  of  the  ima^ 
nation,  to  assimilate  her  to  a  living  corpse.  On 
bdiolding  her  beside  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
of  England's  fairest  daughters,  it  was  imposuble 
rot,  1.  w 
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to  avoid  mBkiog  a  compaiiEon  between  youth 
and  eitreme  old  age,  health  and  decrepitude, 
gensibility  and  apathy. 

When  they  were  a  short  distance  from  her, 
Putrament  hastened  to  satisfy  the  general  cu- 
riosity excited  by  this  kind  of  preteraatilral 
phantom,  by  making  known  that  the  woman  was 
bis  father's  mother. 

One  hundred  and  six  years  bad  passed  away, 
since  Bogumila  Putrament  first  saw  the  light  of 
iife.  During  this  long  career,  she  had  scarcely 
ever  crossed  the  boundary  of  her  province;  a 
few  journeys  to  Kovno,*  at  the  time  of  the 
jubilee,  and  her  regular  attendance  at  the  parish- 
church  were  the  only  periods  of  her  absence 
from  home :  she  was  held  in  veneration  by  her 
neighbours,  who  were  edified  by  her  profound 
piety.  Having  never  swerved  &om  the  path  of 
virtue,  she  tranquilly  looked  forward  to  the  mo- 
ment of  her  dissolution.  Having  deeply  imbibed 
the  superstitions  of  the  country,  in  which  she 
*' Bm  at  the  cud  oT  Ibe  Toliunc,  Kovno. 
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was  bom,  besides  the  adoration  which  she  ptud 
to  a  host  of  catholic  saints,  Boguintla  conse- 
ciated,  every  year,  numerous  oblations  to  Vai»- 
si^antho,  the  god  of  the  fields  and  the  flax,  and 
pretended  to  appease  by  her  oSerings  Pa-oun, 
the  god  qI  thunder,  when  the  ligbtnisg  flashed 
athwart  the  sky  at  Danilov.  She  perusted  id 
the  custom  of  spreading  upon  the  grass,  in  the 
neighbouring  forest,  the  banquet  destined  for 
the  dead,  and  in  celebrating  mth  great  pomp 
the  feast  of  the  goat.  Despite  the  efforts  of  the 
Tentooic  knights,  that  overturned  Paganism  in 
Sam<^tia  in  the  fifteenth  century,  she  did  not 
cease  to  adore  the  givoiU  or  sacred  serpents, 
which  are  sometimes  met  with  in  the  country. 
The  species  of  venention,  with  which  these  rep- 
tiles are  r^arded,  has  not  been  enUrely  eradi- 
cated by  the  lapse  of  soTeral  centuries;  it  has  been 
preserved  to  such  a  degree,  that  even  at  the  pre- 
sent day,  it  is  considered  unlucky  to  destroy  one.* 

*  In  Skinogltl*,  while  pBganinn  prerKlled,  (erpcoti  vcrf 
nsarded  u  idoU. 
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As  the  collation  was  bow  ready,  they  returned 
to  the  house,  where  they  found  the  table  covered 
with  dishes  of  cherries,  currents,  pears,  and  other 
fruits,  with  cheese,  butter,  delicious  cream,  and 
the  unrivalled  countrybreod of  Lithuania;  there 
Was  also  some  soloducha,'  a  flask  of  excellent 
visniakff  and  some  small  bottles  of  the  most 
bxquisite  lipiec4 

Putrament  drank  the  health  of  hia  Tisiton  in 
a  goblet  sparkling  with  the  liqueur  of  wild  cher- 
ries. The  Colonel  returned  the  compliment 
by  drinking  the  health  of  the  master  and  mi»- 
tress  of  the  house  with  a  glass  of  lipiec ;  Ute 
gentlemen  drenk  the  tame  toast  with  the  samt 
beverage. 

The  Canon  had  no  sooner  tasted  this  peculiar 
mead,  than  he  burst  out  into  an  ecstatic  pnuse 

*  The  nuna  of  ■  bcTcnge,  eoannon  in  Lilhuult. 

t  A  btTtrags  made  frum  chcntci. 

t  A  klod  of  white  mead,  which  ii  icarceljr  known,  except 
rn  the  Tichiitf  of  Kotdd,  and  which  ii  (ometlntM  «old  u  high 
■•  fbar  poondi  itariiDg  ■  bottle.  Nmpoleon  snd  Kowlntiko 
were  Tery  fend  of  It. 
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of  its  unparalleled  ezcellence,  and  then  gave 
Tent  to  tbe  following  panegyric  :  -^ 

"  My  worthy  and  kind  neigfaboan,  I  hare 
Kred,  and  consequently  I  hare  drunk,  for  the 
space  of  fifty-fire  years ;  1  hare  trarersed  our 
extenure  Poland  in  erery  direction,  but  I  declare 
and  protest  1  bare  nerer  met  with  any  thing 
superior  to  this ; — and  is  it  Madam  Putrament 
that  makes  this  inraliiable  liqueur  ?' 

The  host  and  hostess  nodded  assent. 

**  Ah  !  my  dear  Putrament,  you  are  in  pos- 
session of  an  incomparable  treasure :  one  must 
be  a  poet,  ay !  and  no  ordinary  poet,  to  describe 
the  merits  of  this  lusdoos  drau^t,  I  remember 
haring  once,  and  only  once,  tasted  something 
that  resembled  this ;  it  was  at  a  dinner  given 
by  the  great  Zamoyaki,  on  his  way  through 
Komot  when  he  was  gwng  to  espouse  the  niece 
of  the  late  King  Stephen,  of  glorious  memory : 
but  still  it  was  not  this,  far  from  it ;  fay  our 
Lady !  your  lipUe  is  genuine  nectar,  and  your 
wife  is  a  pearl  of  costly  price,  that  should  be 
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cherished  as  the  apple  of  your  eye.  I  have 
some  frienda  at  the  court  of  our  sovereign ;  1 
will  speak  of  your  Hpiec  to  the  grand  chamber- 
lain, to  the  two  palatines  Poto^ki :  'fore  heaven ! 
it  shall  be  a  royal  beverage,  and  be  sold  for 
more  than  its  weight  in  gold." 

Pntrament,  as  well  as  his  wife,  acknowledged 
this  high-flown  encomium  with  a  profound  obei- 
sance ;  the  ladies  smiled  discreetly,  hut  the 
Colonel  buret  into  a  loud  langh. 

The  fruit  and  other  refreshments,  were  suc- 
ceeded by  sevend  succulent  delicacies,  and  lastly 
by  a  lai^  cake,  sunnounted  with  wood-straw 
berries,  revelling  in  all  their  natural  fragrance 
and  crimson  bloom. 

Whilst  Madam  Putrament  eontinned  to  amose 
the  ladies  to  the  best  of  her  ability,  her  husband 
conducted  the  gentlemen  into  a  cabinet  upon 
the  upper  story,  and  exfailnted  to  them  the  skins 
oS  foxes,  boars,  wolves,  and  bears,  that  had 
fallen  victims  to  his  prowess ;  and  in  his  bed- 
room, they  beheld  suspended  above  his  bed,  lus 
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ivuform  and  arms,  wbich  he  preserved  as  me- 
morials of  his  military  career. 

llie  Staros^  having  acddentallf  remarked 
some  deep  notches  cut  in  a  beam  with  A 
hatchet,  and  above  them  several  other  smaller 
ones,  asked  Pntrament  what  they  were  intended 
to  commemorate. 

He  was  not  a  litde  surprised,  when  the  latter 
informed  him,  diat  they  were  the  remembrances 
of  bis  journeys  and  excarsions, 

"  The  two  large  ones,"  said  he,  "  remind  me 
that  I  hare  been  twice  to  Wilna  in  the  last 
fifteen  years,  Tho  smaller  ones  indicate  the 
namber  of  riats  I  have  paid  either  at  Komo  or 
at  Rosienie." 

AboiU  ten  o'clock  the  Colonel  took  leave, 
and  invited  Futrament  to  come,  with  all  bis 
family,  to  dine  at  Ravdan  on  the  following 
Sunday. 

Pntrament  offered  his  vehicles,  or  at  least 
to  accompany  his  guests  some  portion  of  the 
way. 
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Tlifl  Starogt  refused  all  but  a  guide,  hy  whom 
he  was  conducted,  at  his  own  request,  to  the 
first  hill,  by  a  different  road  from  that  which  he 
had  taken  in  coming- 

The  night  was  beautiful ;  the  silrery  light  of 
the  moon  fell  brightly  upon  the  beaten  path ; 
the  air  was  cool.  They  pursued  their  way  at 
first  without  compluoing;  but  tiie  ladies,  al- 
ready fatigued  with  their  journey  thither, 
were  scarcely  able  to  contend  with  the  difficulty 
of  the  ascent  up  the  hill,  and  were  frequently 
obliged  to  halt,  despite  the  encouragement  of 
the  gentlemen,  and  particularly  of  the  Canon, 
who  endeavoured  to  keep  up  thdr  spirits  by 
exhilarating  discourse. 

After  various  pauses,  they  at  length  gained 
the  summit  of  the  hill,  when  the  moon  dis^ 
pearing  behind  a  dark  cloud,  left  the  travellers 
in  complete  obscurity.  They  made  another 
halt. 

"  Frcim  this  spot  to  the  castle,  we  have  yet 
a  good  league,"  sud  Vasovicz,  "  I  hope,  ladies, 
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you  would  Dot  be  now  tempted  to  refuse  the 
bones  I  ofitevd  you  at  setting  out." 

There  was  do  reply  to  this,  except  on  the 
part  of  Madam  Dziminka,  who  remarked,  that 
during  her  stay  in  Hungary,  Bbe  had  often 
ascended  very  lofty  eminences,  but  that  her 
comptuuons  were  provided  with  litters,  which 
were  sometimes  resorted  to  by  those  whose 
delicate  feet  were  unequal  to  the  task. 

"  It  b  useless,"  observed  Mary,  *'  to  think 
now  of  a  thing,  which,  while  it  causes  unavtuling 
regret,  dom  but  increase  our  hardship." 

"  God'a  truth  V  cried  the  Canon,  "  I  would 
be  content  to  drink  pure  water '  for  a  whole 
week,  to  be  spared  the  trouble  of  this  toilsome 
walk,  by  a  comfortable  loU  in  a  good  carriage." 

"  What,  if  I  take  you  at  your  word  V  said  the 
Starost ;  "  mind,  I  should  bind  you  to  your  vow 
inexorably." 

At  these  words  ^e  Colonel  turned  back  into 
a  small  copse  at  the  road-side ;  be  appeared  to 
be  fixing  his  eyes  upon  something,  and  suddenly 
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cl&pped  his  hands  seyeral  tjmea.  The  report  oC 
a  pistol  was  immediately  heard,  and,  all  along 
the  road,  torches  were  lighted  in  succession  at 
regular  intervals,  appearing  like  so  mmy  ignet' 
fatui,  dancing  in  m^tJc  merriment.  The  ladies, 
alarmed  by  the  detonation  and  the  beacon-tires 
upon  the  way,  were  engaged  in  anxious  inquiry, 
when  a  hotseman,  leading  two  horses  by  the 
bridles,  came  galloping  up,  and  stopped  at  the 
distance  of  a  few  paces. 

"  It  is  Mucha !  it  is  our  Cossadc,"  cried 
Mary,  "we  are  saved;  our  <Ufficulties  are  at 
an  end." 

All  iatigue  was  at  once  forgotten ;  and  the 
most  lively  gaiety  prevailed.  The  good  Colonel 
was  extolled  to  the  skies.  For  he  had  privately 
ordered  the  Cossack  to  prepare  this  agreeable 
surprise.  It  has  now  been  seen  with  what 
punctuality  his  instructjons  were  obeyed. 

The  ladies,  with  Talvosz,  the  Starost,  and 
the  Canon,  who  was  far  &om  being  out  of 
temper  with  the  trick  played  upon  him,  tot^ 
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their  seats  id  the  carriage.     Caumir  and  Denhof 
escorted  them  on  hoiseback. 

Id  the  space  of  half  aD  hour  they  reached  the 
castie,  where  all,  joyous  and  delighted,  hastened 
to  enjoy  that  repoae,  of  which  they  stood  so 
greatly  in  need.  Talrosz  and  lus  oephew  alone 
refused,  despite  the  most  pressing  entreaties, 
to  pass  the  night  at  Ravdan,  and  accordingly 
they  took  their  leave  of  the  Colonel,  his  family, 
and  friends,  proceeding  to  make  a  few  arrange- 
ments in  their  dress,  previously  to  dieir  depar- 

tUK. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Not  much  be  keni ,  of  womu'i  bnut, 
_     Who  tblnkt  that  mntoo  tblng  ii  wan  by  flghi ; 
Wbit  csMth  the  for  bearb,  when  once  poneued. 
Do  pnqwT  faoDMge  to  thine  Idol'i  eye* ; 
But  not  too  bumble,  or  the  will  deipiie 
lliee  end  tbj  nilt,  thaagh  told  In  moiIng  tropei, 
Diipiiie  eTen  teoderneei,  If  thou  mrt  wiee. 

Btmv.— Childb  Hakold. 

Thb  inniates  of  the  castle,  were  locked  in  the 
arms  of  sleep,  when  Denhof  and  Talvosz  went 
awajr,  although  violent  gusts  of  wind,  and  the 
distant  growl  of  thunder  disturbed  the  tranquillity 
of  the  night,  which,  as  the  moon  was  now  com- 
pletely obscured,  was  exceedingly  dark.  Their 
re^dencfl  however,  not  far  distant,  and  being 
perfectly  acquainted  with  the  road,  they  were 
not  apprehenuTe  of  any  accident,  they  bendes 
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had  great  confidence  in  the  experience  of  their ' 
ooachman^  and  the  sagacity  of  their  horses, 
wfaidi  could  find  their  way  home  in  safety  with- 
out the  gmdance  of  their  driver. 

Tlie  vehicle,  in  conseqaence  of  the  darkness* 
progressed  but  slowly,  and  the  time  was  favour- 
able for  coDversatioa.  Talvoaz  was  the  first  to 
break  silence. 

**  Vou  must  admit,"  said  he  to  his  nephew, 
**your  conduct  at  the  Castle  has  been  strangely 
awkward ;  it  seems  that  two  years  of  courtly 
polisli  have  in  no  wise  changed  you  ?" 

*<In  what  respect,  uncle?"  replied  Denhof. 

**  Sinne  evil  spirit  seemed  to  possess  you ;  you 
committed  blunder  afler  blunder ;  your  mal- 
address  could  not  have  been  more  unluckily 
displayed.  'Fore  heaven!  if  such  preludes 
characterise  your  opening  ardour,  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  tliat  it  will  never  be  crowned 
vndi  success." 

"  Your  judgment  is  too  severe,"  replied  Den- 
bo^  "  although  I  confess  that  the  presence  of 


c.y  Google 


110  THE  FOLB8    III 

1^7  Mary  made  nie  sometimes  lose  »ght  of 
the  strictness  of  social  decorum." 

"  Nothing  could  equal  your  awkwardness, 
not  to  say  the  want  of  gentlemanly  breeding, 
which  you  manifested,  especially  during  dinner." 

"  I  crave  your  indulgence,  good  uncle.  Some 
excuse  must  be  made  for  a  young  man  spell- 
bound and  enthralled  by  the  witchery  of  charms, 
like  those  of  the  divine,  the  incomparable 
Mary." 

"  I  own,  she  is  beautiful,  beautiful  beyond 
expression ;  old  as  I  am,  I  cannot  deny  that  I 
feel  tlie  tenderest  interest  for  her.  Believe  me, 
my  dear  Anguatus,  it  would  be  a  signal  dis- 
appointment, i^  in  consequence  of  your  impru- 
dence, another  should  carry  off  in  your  very  teeth 
such  a  treasure,  which  appertfuns  by  rights  to 
us,  b^ng,  as  we  are,  the  neighbours  and  friends 
of  him  who  has  tiie  disposal  of  it." 

"  I  suffer  Mary  to  be  snatched  from  my  ac- 
tions !  No !  never  I  unless  my  sword*  were  fixed 
*  See  ar  the  end  of  the  Tolnme  on  DaeUIng. 
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immoTeably  in  the  acabbard.  Tfot  bo  ; — I  would 
sacrifice  my  insolent  rival,  nay,  open  my  way 
through  hosts  of  rivala  to  the  beauty  I  adore," 
sud  Denbof,  grinding  his  taeth  and  clenching 
his  fist  with  fierce  emotion. 

"  Peace  t  mad-bruned  boy,  you  and  your 
sword  !  I  had  disposed  and  arranged  every  thing 
for  a  promiung  commencement  of  the  enter- 
prise, but  you  have  spmled  all  by  your  mad 
presumption.  Hie  heart  of  the  fiur  one  is  not 
carried,  as  we  carry  a  redoubt;  you  most  win 
her  fondness  by  a  long  siege  of  wooing ;  yon 
must  insinuate  yourself  into  her  good  graces,  by 
a  careful  heleoguerment,  before  you  openly 
&si»re  to  her  band ;  and  then  do  yon  think  that 
yon  alone  are  brave,  that  you  alone  are  capable 
of  terminating,  with  advantage  to  yonnelf,  an 
appeal  that  is  made  to  the  sword  ?  Lady  Mary 
has  only  to  shew  henelf  at  Wilna,  or  at  the 
court  of  Warsaw,  and  you  will  beludd  uplifted 
for  the  conquest  of  snch  a  prize  mora  swords 
than  were  nused  attbeuege  of  Troy;  and  be 


c.y  Google 


l■li^  THB  POLES   IN 

persuaded,  that  amongst  so  many  there  vill  be 
mora  than  one  that  will  reduce  you  to  reason, 
and  send  you  and  your  pretensions  over  that 
bourne  whence  no  traveller  returns." 

"  You  have,  my  dear  uncle,  a  very  poor 
opinion  of  my  prowess,  if  you  think  me  already 
worsted  before  the  fight" 

"Ah!  my  worthy  boy,  I  doubt  not  of  your 
bravery;  no  Denhof  has  yet  shewn  himself  un- 
worthy of  the  noble  blood  which  flowed  in  his 
veins.  As  yet  you  hare  seen  but  one  insigni- 
ficant war.  And  against  what  foes?  A  hand- 
fiil  of  insurgent  CoBsacks,  a  horde  of  miserable 
Tartars,  and  the  success  of  this  sham  rencountert 
— this  child's  play,  has  turned  your  brain.  You 
believe  yourself  irresistible.  As  for  me,  who 
have  almost  grown  grey  in  arms,  I  am  far  from 
approving  the  rash  confidence  of  youdi.'* 

"  Do  not  disturb  yourself,  good  uncle,  all  will 
go  well,  and  perhaps  I  shall  one  day  press  to  my 
bosom  the  angel  1  adore." 

"  I  irish  it  with  all.  my  heart ;  for  bendes  her 
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personal  attracdona,  and  those  claims  to  the 
gratitade  of  our  country  to  which  her  father's 
■enrices  entitle  her,  Lady  Mary  is  in  possession  of 
a  large  foitune  that  is  securely  lodged  in  one  of 
the  fint  banking-houses  in  Ixindon.  Besides,  it 
^ipears  that  the  Princess  Sophia  RadziwUl,  even 
before  she  has  seen  her,  has  been  pleased  to  de- 
dare,  publicly,  thatahe  takesa  greatinterest  in  her. 
Thas  it  is  in  every  respect  a  match,  which  would 
render  yon  bappy,  and  crown  all  my  hopes.  But 
to  succeed,  you  mast  arm  yourself  with  patience 
and  discretion ;  we  must  never  apprise  the  de- 
fenden  of  a  fortress  that  we  mean  to  attack  it 
This  would  be  forewarning  them  to  put  them* 
•elves  in  a  better  posture  of  defence.  It  b  pos- 
sible, as  we  well  know,  to  capture  a  dtadel  by 
surprise,  and  such  is  sometinies  the  case  with  the 
fair;  it  may  be  so  with  Mary,  as  well  as  with 
others.  Bat  without  knowing  her  well,  without 
any  foreknowledge  of  her  uncle's  intentions 
with  regsid  to  her,  you  have  not  disguised  your 
own.    By  shewing  yourself  bewitched  by  her 
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charms,  you  exposed  her  to  unnecessary  remark, 
perhaps  to  raillery." 

"  Was  I  able,  in  her  presence,  to  bestow  one 
thought  upon  another  7" 

"  Woman  is  woman  ever,"  answered  Talvosz, 
generalising  too  invidiously :  "  vanity  is  tJie 
prevalent  compound  in  woman's  nature.  Some- 
times she  measures  the  degree  of  preference 
which  she  bestows  upon  a  man,  by  the  degree  of 
preference  which  be  enjoys  in  the  world.  She 
is  fond  of  deference  to  a  certain  degree ;  but 
there  are  cases  in  which  she  wishes  that  this 
deference  should  be  perceived  by  herself  alone. 
If  you  had  ^vided  your  attendona  amongst  the 
other  ladies,  it  would  have  been  infinitely  better 
for  you." 

"  I  am  neither  c^>able  of  dissembling  my 
passions  for  any  length  of  time,  nor  of  amusing 
myself  with  vile  sparrows,  when  I  have  the 
tender  turtle-dove  before  my  eyes." 

"  It  is  impossible  for  me,  my  dear  nepliew,  to 
coincide    with  your  opinion    in    this,  matter. 
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While  I  render  justice  to  the  worthy  object  of 
yoar  ardent  tove,  1  cannot  consider  as  vile 
spartmra,  those  ladies  of  merit,  who  might,  in 
some  respects,  vie  with  Lady  Mary." 

"  Oh !  that  is  going  too  far,  my  dear  uncle ; 
beyond  a  doubt,  there  were  in  the  company 
ladies,  whose  charms  and  mental  endowments  I 
should  be  unwilling  to  depreciate ;  but  which  of 
them  could  you  compare  to  Lady  Mary?— 
perhaps  the  Volhynian  brunette,  with  her 
travels,  her  metaphysics,  her  endless  questions 
upon  ethics  and  religion.  I  do  not  like  to  be 
thus  called  to  give  an  account  of  my  actions, 
my  sentiments,  my  innermost  thoughts.  God 
be  thanked  I  it  is  some  years  since  I  played  the 
miserable  part  of  student,  and,  that  a  woman 
should  bring  me  back  into  the  schools,  and  set 
henelf  up  as  my  esaminer,  is  what  I  do  not 
understand." 

"  Your  judgment  with  regard  to  this  lady,  is 
not  less  unjust  than  ridiculous.  I  allow  that 
die  is  in  tome  degree  ecoeotric,  but  her  eccen- 
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tricity  is  pleasiDg.  Besides,  remember  nothing 
is  perfect  in  this  world;  one  should  always  par- 
don and  overlook  oddities  redeemed  by  sterling 
qualities.  The  lady  is  endowed  with  talent, 
knowledge,  a  kind  and  generous  heart,  a  noble 
and  elevated  soul;  and,  in  good  sooth,  her 
physiognomy  and  person  are  not  alt/^ether  with- 
out attractions ;  her  guety  is  frank  and  lively ; 
her  disposition  gentle  and  conciliating.'' 
"Is  that  all,  uncle?" 
"Yes.— Why?' 

**  Because  I  see  that  if  she  becomes  a  widow, 
die  will  not  have  long  to  wait  for  a  new 
husband." 

"  Your  folly  is  interminable,  nephew.  Is  it 
likely,  that,  at  my  age,  I  should  still  think  of 
cherishing  sentiments  so  tender?  I  do  not 
feel  a  greater  interest  for  this  lady,  than  for  any 
oAer  amiable  and  virtuous  female;  but  as  I 
have  been  schooled  by  adversity,  I  am  not  >o 
hasty  as  you  in  taking  a  fiidse  estimate  of  people ; 
injustice  is  at  all  times  repugnant  to  my  feelings.** 
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**  Bat,"  replied  Denfaof,  "  who  has  had  any 
intention  of  Bttacking  the  character  of  the  lair  ? 
1  entertaio  no  hostile  sentimenta  against  her, 
and  if  I  did,  I  would  henceforth  forego  them  in 
consideration  of  the  interest  which  you  take  ia 
her.  I  have,  notwithstanding,  a  little  grievanc* 
to  Gompliun  of  with  reference  to  her,  i^di  all 
the  eloqoence  of  Demosthenes  wonld  not  make 
me  forget'* 

"  Prithee,  what  is  that  V 

"  Why,  she  introduces  on  all  occauons,  and 
chooses  as  her  most  intimate  friends,  the  most 
ugly  creatures  that  can  be  met  with,  (or  a 
hundred  leagues  around, — forsooth,  to  shew  off 
to  more  advantage  her  own  few  charms,  which 
are  most  woefully  on  the  wane." 

"  He  motire  to  which  you  attribute  this,  my 
dear  nephew,  is  iQcorrect.  Id  the  first  placO) 
you  must  know  that  beantifal  femalas  are  com- 
monly spoiled  by  the  flattery  of  men,  and  so 
mu^  occupied  with  their  dress,  that  they  are 
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generally  incapable  of  appreciating  the  attrac- 
tJOD  of  troe  friendship,  which  demands  an  ex- 
quisite ebullience  and  overflowing  of  all  that  ia 
generous  in  the  heart.  Now  the  case  is  dif- 
ferent with  those  to  whom  nature  has  denied  the 
loTelinass  of  beauty ;  they,  on  the  other  hand, 
cultivate  their  minds,  and  are  more  frequently 
attached  to  their  friends  by  the  ties  of  Bympathy. 
Thus  it  arises,  that  the  Volhynian  lady  has  con- 
tracted friendship  with  those  whom  you  affect  to 
desfMSfl.  In  my  estimation,  the  choice  she 
makes  argues  not  coquetry,  but  rather  a  benevo* 
lence  of  dispoutJon,  that  loves  association  with 
kindred  souls,  and  consequently  with  those  ugly 
creatures  you  affect  to  despise." 

"  Admirable  reasoning,  on  my  faith  I  WelU 
now,  by  all  that  is  sacred  !  1  will  not  say  an- 
other word  against  her,  in  whose  favour  you  have 
pleaded  with  bo  much  unction.  But  let  u$ 
return  to  Mary." 

"  To  say  the  truth,  I  doubt  much  whether 
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you  vUl  ever  win  ber  heart,  flnt,  I  have  di»* 
covered  n«ther  in  her  looks,  nor  in  ber  ftctioos, 
nor  in  the  tone  of  her  voice,  any  iodicatioD  of 
any  other  sentiment  towards  you  than  the  fo- 
liteness,  which  she  invariably  shews  to  every 
body :  and,  in  good  truth,  if  she  had  been  in  love 
with  you,  I  should  have  perceived  it ;  for  she  is 
too  artless,  has  too  little  knowledge  of  the  world 
to  dissemble  her  first  impresdons ;  and  then  her 
uncle  does  not  appear  to  entertun  any  predi> 
lection  for  you.  Who  knows  whether  he  has 
not  already  his  own  projects  with  regard  to  ber  ? 
Periiaps  he  is  deurous  of  her  union  with  bis  sog 
Cttwott," 

*'  Oh  I  as  for  that,  I  can  assure  you,  that  will 
never  take  place ;  Lady  Mary  is  attached  to  her 
couan,  but  with  the  affecUon  of  pure  friend- 
ship. Cammir  has  told  me  as  much,  that  there 
neither  is,  nor  ever  will  be  any  love  between 
them." 

«  So  much  the  better  for  him,  so  much  the 
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better  for  some  other,  but  not  for  you.  You 
will  not  gun  by  thai,  I  promise  you." 

"  Prophet  of  evil  ever  1  no  word  of  hope  or 
coBsolatioD  1"  ejaculated  Denhof. 

"  However,  I  will  make  a  final  effiirt.  In  a 
few  days  we  shall  revisit  Ravdan,"  scud  Talvosz, 
"  I  will  point  out  to  you  the  manner  in  which 
you  must  comport  yourself; — I  will  observe  all 
that  passes  with  a  most  attendve  eye,  and  then 
we  shall  see  whether  ^re  is  any  gleam  of  h(^ 
for  you." 

**  You  are,  indeed,  most  kind,  my  dear  uncle," 
replied  Denhof,  embracing  Talvosz  most  affec- 
tionately. 

This  chief  and  all-important  point  being 
duly  disposed  of,  they  began  to  take  a  review 
of  all  the  persons  that  were  of  the  party.  The 
Canon,  amongst  others,  came  in  for  his  sbaiv 
of  the  young  man's  sarcasms,  nor  did  he  forget 
the  portly  churchman's  love  of  good  cheer  and 
the  bottle. 
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The  animated  conversation  continued  upon 
the  nine  subject  till  the  peep  of  dawn,  when  their 
cwriage  drew  up  at  the  door  of  their  habitation 
at  Czerwony  Dw6r.* 

*  nil  Mat  bcIoDgi  BOW  to  Cosnt  ZaUeIIo*i  lamil; ;  Connt 
Jearph  KaUcIlo,  k  Pollih  anigniiit,  bdosgi  to  the  MUM  hmllr. 
Be  mUn  at  P«ri^  and  ii  atyled,  La  mtroor  da  rbonncar  da 
U  dtaeretion,  at  da  la  icrto, — and  li  tr7  much  raipacted  by 
an  who  we  aeqaalntcd  with  him.  Be  ma  one  of  tba  bast 
eaT«l(7  oDceri  In  tbe  PoUih  armj. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


How  melt*  ni;  beating  beiH,  u  I  behold 
Each  lotelf  Dynph,  our  i*luid'«  bout  and  pride, 
Puh  on  the  ^ueroni  ilced  that  iweepe  along, 
O'er  rough,  o'er  nnooth,  nor  heed*  the  *teepj  hill. 
Sot  (altCT*  lo  the  extended  lale  below. 

Tai  CtMM- 


Thb  sun  was  already  appearing  above  the 
horizon ;  already  the  little  songsters  of  the  groves 
were  greeting  his  returning  beams;  the  do- 
mesdcs  alone  were  stirring  in  the  castle,  and  the 
widow  of  the  major^omo,  in  morning  deshalnlle, 
was  the  first  to  appear  in  the  court-yard,  padng 
it  with  hasty  strides,  and  muttering  her  mom* 
ing  prayers,  while  she  at  the  same  time  scolded 
the  female  servants,  and  the  various  suballems 
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at  tbe  kitehen,  to  wfaom  she  was  giving  orders 
nlitiTe  to  die  praparations  for  dinner.  In  the 
Bean  time,  Jeon;  came  to  announce  to  her,  that 
her  mistreti^  btigned  bf  her  long  walk  the 
eraning  before,  would  not  come  down  to  break- 
fint  witli  the  other  ladies. 

(*  1  think,"  replied  Snarska,  "  that  it  would  be 
more  adrisaUe  fw  her  to  breakfast  with  the 
company  in  the  great-lnll,  in  which  His  Majesty, 
Sgismnnd  III.,  our  gracious  Sovereign,  deigned 
to  oonvwie  and  dine  witli  Lady  Julia  Barton, 
my  master's  niter,  and  the  mother  of  onr  &ir 
young  mistieas.'' 

"  I  doubt  whetber  she  will  consent,"  replied 
Jomy,  "  that  hall  brings  sad  recollections  to  her 
memory." 

**  Well,  if  that  is  the  case,  yon  may  rest  easy 
about  the  matter,  erery  thing  shall  be  done  in 
eonfwimty  with  het  wishes.  Only  tell  me,  what 
I  must  prepare  for  her ; — in  addition  to  the  most 
•aToory  ragouts,  and  a  cop  of  excellent  choco- 
late, I  wfn  place  optm  llie  table  a  smdl  bottle 
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of  the  most  delicate  wiue,  and  a  flagon  of  that 
matchless  mead,  which  has  been  sent  to  us  from 
Daiiil6r. — And  you,  Jenny,  I  hope  you  will  not 
refuse  to  take  a  small  glass  of  this  ezqainte 
wine,  or  of  the  liqueur ;  there  is  nothing  better 
in  the  morning;  it  sharpens  the  appetite,  and 
does  you  good," 

"  Ko,  I  thank  you,  dear  Snarska,  you  know 
that  I  am  not  accustomed  to  take  any  thing  to 
early  in  the  morning." 

"  Pshaw  I  pshaw  I  child,  a  thimble-fii]l  of 
such  wine  as  that  caonot  do  you  any  hatm. 
Here,  take  a  piece  of  this  cake ;  the  one  will 
help  the  other  down." 

Jenny,  being  unwilling  to  oppose  the  will  of 
Suaiska,  with  whom  she  always  lived  on  very  ■ 
good  terms,  suffered  herself  to  be  prevailed  upon. 
While  she  was  tapping  the  cordial  beveFSge,  the 
Cossack  Mucha  passed  by ;  she  immediately 
filled  up  the  glass  and  gave  it  to  him.  He  made 
RO  difficulties,  but  tossed  it  off  at  a  single 
draught,  and  then  was  helped  to  a  second,  which 
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was  Aspatehed  tritli  the  same  jugglery  of  speed ; 
Jenny  then  cut  him  a  large  slice  of  the  rich 
cake,  wUch  disappeared  in  his  mouth,  as  in  the 
jaws  of  a  shark.  -She  was  greatly  amnsed  to 
behold  the  expeditious  manner  in  which  be 
acquitted  himself  of  tlie  work  of  mastication. 
-Snaraka,  being  at  the  moment  very  busy  with  the 
cook,  did  not  perceive  the  liberality  of  the 
young  tire-woman,  till  the  bottle  was  empty. 
No  pen  can  describe  her  despair,  she  first 
became  pale  with  amazement,  then  turned 
red  with  anger,  and  for  a  moment  stood  as  if 
petrified. 

"  Why  I  Jenny  1  Jenny  1  why  how  is  this  1" 
die  exclaimed,  when  her  tongue  found  utterance. 
"  INd  you  not  know  that  this  was  the  most  pre- 
cious wine  in  our  cellar, — the  wine,  which  my 
niaster  never  othn  to  any  but  King  Sigismund, 
and  Prince  Christopher  Radziwill,  and  some- 
times, though  rarely,  to  the  Canon  Porezina, 
who  enjoys  his  highest  esteem.  It  was  only  out 
of  die  purest  friendship  to  you,  that  I  gave  you 
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a  small  glasa  of  it,  besides,  tliere  are  only  fire 
bottles  of  it 'left;  and  you,  Miss,  miut  go  and 
throw  it  away  upon  Mucha  V 

Her  rebuke  would  not  have  finished  here, 
had  she  not  recalled  to  mind  that  the  young 
Englishwoman  was  the  favourite  of  Mary,  and 
that  a  quarrel  with  her  might  subject  her  to  the 
severe  dis^easure  of  her  master,  and  gain  ber  a 
bitter  reprimand.  HoweTer,  as  ^e  must  needs 
expend  her  anger  upon  some  one ;  rite  fell  upon 
the  innocent  Mucha,  who  was  quite  astounded 
and  toogue>tied. 

"  Come,  Snarska,"  said  Jenny,  embrating  h«> 
**  do  not  scold  him  ;  I  alone  am  to  blame,  and 
I  will  take  care  not  to  commit  the  sftme  fault 
again." 

The  widow  of  the  major-domo  bad  received 
the  kindest  feelingi  from  nature,  and,  though 
■he  would  as  soon  haTe  lost  a  pane  of  gold,  as 
one  bottle  of  this  invaluaUe  wine,  ber  anger 
so<m  Bubaded ;  she  spat  thrice  upon  the  ground* 
and  cried  with  unliAed  hands ;  "  Lord  I  pardon 
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the  UD  of  mj  tongue ;"— then  tannng  towards  the 
;ouiig  giri,  she  added,  "  Well,  do  what  ^  will, 
I  caaflot  be  angry  mtfa  that  meny,  good  natured 
hn." 

And  now,  that  ^  peace  mi^  be  fully 
ratified  between  all  parties,  she  eoasented  at 
Jenny's  request  to  pour  out  fw  the  Cosack  a 
laiga  glass  of  brandy^  which  she  aecompacied 
with  a  slice  (rf  eold  meat :  Mucba  went  away 
quite  Batisfied,  retonung  his  thanks  to  his  amia- 
ble protectaH  as  well  as  to  Ebiarska,  'n^ioae 
generon^  was  not  at  all  times  so  distingniAed. 
The  bell  m^,  and  Jenny  hartened  away  to  obey 
its  rommom. 

Hie  ladies  assembled  in  Mary's  apartments 
to  partake  of  break&st.  Nearly  all  the  neij^ 
bonrs  left  the  cnstk  before  dinner;  the  Canon 
and  Madam  Diiiainka  remained ;  the  latter 
iras  to  stay  Bome  days  with  the  StarosL  To  a 
bdy  iriiose  mind  was  so  well  stoied  with  intel- 
lectual rii^ei,  the  time  glided  away  agreeably 
andnipitUy.  Books,  pnrmatadeE,  tbe  sopety  of 
3iiry,  were  the  nsonrees,  whidi  die  eonld  well 
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appreciate  and  turn  to  advaDtage.  Sunday 
■oon  arrived,  and,  aa  thie  day  was  passed  dif- 
ferently from  the  week-days,  we  will  notice  how  it 
was  spenL 

The  clock  had  just  struck  nine,  when  the 
Starost  came  into  the  apartments  of  Snarska, 
where  he  found  his  various  functionaries  and 
dependents  assembled,  all  arrayed  id  holiday 
attire;  many  of  them,  whose  employments  lay 
ID  a  distant  part  of  the  demesne,  had  repured 
thither  as  usual  on  the  Saturday  evening.  At 
the  appearance  of  the  Colonel,  a  deep  silence 
reigned ; — all  uncovered  themselves,  and  at  the 
kind  words  with  which  he  addressed  them, 
made  a  profound  obeisance.  Snaiska  now 
entered  to  receive  her  orders.  She  was  primly 
decked  out  with  the  garments  and  ornaments 
that  usually  graced  her  person  every  seveuth 
day,  and  two  large  curls,  whetiier  naturally  or 
adscitiously,  were  drawn  over  on  each  side  to 
adorn  her  brow.  The  Colonel  lauded  her 
activity,  her  carefiilness,  her  judgment,  ant] 
added  that  tdl  tiie  guests  at  the  last  dinner  had 
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applauded  the  excellent  cookery,  aiid  especially 
ber  pastry.  Tlien,  taking  a  ghss :  "  Come," 
tud  he,  *'  fill  me  a  bumper,  I  will  drink  the 
health  of  these  good  people,  and  they  shall  drink 
mine.     Your  healdi,  my  worthy  friehda  I" 

He  then  retired  to  another  room  to  hear 
and  examine  the  different  reports  of  his  under- 
bailiffi^  and  stewards;  he  drew  out  the  plan 
of  their  occupations  for  the  following  week, 
and  inrited  them  all  to  dinner;  an  honour  which 
he  occasionally  conferred  upon  them.  It  was  a 
real  pleasure  to  him  to  behold  them  assembled 
at  bistable,  and  to  conrerge  mth  them',  glass  in 
hand,  upon  all  that  might  interest  them.  They 
seemed  to  form  a  part  of  his  own  family ;'  it  was 
aughtat  once' moving  and  replete  with  ancient 
omplidty,  to  mark  on  the  one  band  benevolence 
and  friendly  hospitality ;  on  the  other,  deference 
and  respect ;  but  a  respect  that  was  free  from 
every  admixture  of  fear, — that  was  no  draw-back 
npiHt  the  hilarity  of  the  repast. 

The  Starost  now  repaired  to  the  drawing- 
0  2 
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room,  and  the  ladies  prepwipd  themselves  ts 
hear  mass,  iriiich,  in  consequence  of  indispou* 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  curate,  was  to  be  celebrated 
on  that  day  by  the  Canon. 

A  long  line  of  females  preceded  by  Snnskaj 
and  followed  by  a  train  conMstiiig  of  the  vanous 
persons  employed  upon  the  wide  domain,  accmb- 
ponied  the  Colonel,  his  &mily,  and  visitors 
to  the  chapel. 

It  is  a  melancholy  subject  of  reflection,  that 
in  the  temple  of  the  living  God,  before  whom 
all  are  eqaal,  on  whom  all  equally  depend  for 
BQi^rt,  being  inheritors  of  the  same  frailty,  and 
alike  doomed  to  return  to  dust ;  we  should  be- 
hold the  empty  distinctions  of  the  world,  and 
that  weak  mortals  shordd  be  here  classified 
according  to  their  rank,  thmr  birth,  or  their 
ridies. 

The  foremost  benches  were  occupied  by  the 
Starost  and  his  party ;  behind  them  were  seated 
Snarska  and  the  family  of  the  Putraments,  who 
bid  just  arrived;  and  behind  these  were  the 
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difEarent  retainers  and  peasante.  A  pure  and 
perfect  iemoencf  is  &  fine  theory  which  caonot 
uist  in  reali^. 

Wbm  the  mass  was  oooeloded,  and  the  coi^ 
gregation  had  left  the  chapel,  the  C<^nel  and 
Uaiy  baatraed  to  accost  the  family  of  the 
Patrameat^  who  w^re  to  dine  with  them. 

Fotraaient,  proud  of  the  invitation  <tf  \as  old 
sBpeiktr  oflker,  had  donned  the  unifenn  <of  his 
diatz»^  wid  BU^aded  his  ^ahre  at  las  Mde. 

The  Canon  soon  returned,  and  the  party  sat 
down  to  dinner.  All  who  had  putaken  of  the 
delicions  collation  at  Danilov,  vied  with  each 
other  in  shewing  every  attention  to  the  visitors. 

When  the  dinner  was  over  and  the  ladies  had 
letired  into  the  t^rtments  of  ISJery,  Vssovicz 
took  the  c^>p(Htani^  of  exhibitiiig  his  aimoury 
to  the  geDtlemen.  On  the  four  walls  of  the 
room  were  suspended  suits  of  armour,  helmets, 
bucklers,  battle-axes,  quivers,arquebu8es,  swords, 
sabres,  daggers,  and  other  instruments  of  death. 
The  rays  of  the  boq  through  the  opeu  casement, 
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fell  upon  the  steel  and  brazen  anuB,  and  were 
reflected  back  in  torrents  of  white  and  yellow 
light  Some  of  the  swords  were  so  maBsire  and 
wei^ty,  that  the  present  generation,  enfeebled 
by  lusury  and  e^minacy,  could  scarcely  wield 
them.  The  sight  of  these  arms,  every  one  of 
which  bad  drawn  tfa«  foeman's  blood,  or  served 
to  ward  off  hia  deadly  blows,  lad  back  the  mind 
to  scenes  of  slaughter;  the  various  histories  con- 
nected with  them,  would  have  been  replete 
with  soul-stirring  narrative,  soch  as  might  cause 
the  warm  hearts  of  the  young  to  pant  for  glory, 
and  the  Sre  of  courage  to  be  rekindled  in  the 
eyes  of  the  aged. 

The  Colonel  now  condncted  them  to  his 
library,  and  pointed  out  amongst  many  other 
splendid  woi^  some  of  the  finest  editions  of 
the  Italian  poets,  bound  elegantly  in  vellum ; 
be  then  unrolled  before  them  a  magnificent 
map  of  Poland,  and  marking  the  long  series  of 
brilliant  trium[As,  by  which  the  nation  had, 
during  fire  centuries,  thrown  a  lustre  on  the 
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d&brent  locaUties  that  eDnrooed  ber;  he 
poiDted  out  the  heioic  Poland  nirtoaaded 
by  ber  frootien,  u  with  a  halo  oT  immortal 
glory. 

IVom  the  Hbrary,  Vasoriez  went  with  hit 
friends  to  the  stables,  and  ^eved  Uiem  hii 
horses.  There  were  Tarioua  races  of  this  noble 
tfumal,  Samogitian,  Tartar,  Cossack,  Grcas- 
rian*  EngUsh,  Hongarian,  Polish,  Turkish, 
Peraian,  and  Arabian.  They  were  all  equally 
beautiful  in  their  kind ;  yet  there  was  one 
which  be  preferred  to  all  the  otfaers,  to  which 
be  had  ^ren  the  name  of  Falcon.  Being 
aware  that  sereral  ladies,  that  had  just  arriTed, 
were  in  the  balcony  with  the  others,  and  wishing 
to.  ^ve  them  an  agreeable  surprise,  he  ordered 
fais  groom  and  Mucha  to  lead  all  the  Rones 
one  after  the  other,  before  them. 

This  piece  of  SarmaUan  gallantry  would  ill 
accord  with  FaiiBiaii  taste  in  the  mneteenth 
century,  suitable  as  it  then  was,  according  to  the 
ideas  of  those  to  whom  it  was  shewn. 
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The  nomhd  tribes,  such  as  the  Tartars,  the 
Kirgiudi,and  the  Arabian),  conceive  a  Btrong 
tttachnient  to  dueir  hones,  who  become  obedient 
to  the  least  toga  of  their  master.  The  Englisli, 
Hongaiiaoa,  Poks,  and  Turics,  are  extzemely 
fend  of  hmei;  aocustomed  to  appreciate, 
adiiui%  and  mount  them  from  tiuar  earHsst 
youdi,  th^  are  more  skilful  equestrians  than 
any  other  Europeans,  and  accwding^y  tba 
horse,  that  Eutfaful  oompaiiion  of  man,  is  with 
them  tlie  object  of  the  most  lively  soU- 
dtiide. 

The  pnqMsal  of  the  Starost  was  heard  with 
pleasare  by  hn'  female  guests,  and  Jenny  nn 
to  witness  the  plearing  spectacle.  Mudis  led 
each  of  the  horses  m  succession  in  front  of  the 
balcoby.  The  &ir  ridtois  admired  their  beauty, 
and  at  the  same  time  made  suc^  obeervations 
upon  the  individual  and  his  race,  that  it  was 
easy  to  perceive  thatthe  judgment  of  the  Pediah 
ladies  t^>on  this  part  of  natural  history,  was  by 
DO  means  contemptible. 
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Whilst  the  ladies  were  thus  amtised,  Talrou 
and  Denhof  drove  up  m  Uieir  carrimge. 

**  My  doar  angfabouxB,"  exclwtned  the  O^oel, 
"  yoa  cottld  not  aniTe  more  aeasonahly.  I 
kaow  that  you  are  both  cooDoisaeua  <rf  honet, 
and  I  should  be  delighted  to  leam  your  0]HiiiaD 
of  mine ;  but  there  is  oae  which  is  my  fiiTOarits, 
the  best  amongst  them ;  come,  let  us  see  whidi 
of  you  can  distinguish  him  from  the  others." 

**  Hush,  my  childrea,"  sud  he  to  Maiy  and 
Caonur,  "betray  not  the  secret  by  word  or 
gesture." 

Denbcf  pomted  out  a  milk-whife  IVrsiao 
stallion. 

"  Rectdlect,  Lieutenant,  he  was  my  charger 
b  dw  raaki  of  war,  and  that  the  one  you 
have  pcnnted  out  is  too  young  to  have  such  a 
dkum  to  my  esteem.^'  - 

Talrosz,  who  had  sttentiYely  surveyed  die 
various  steeds,  cried  out, — "  Utere  ha  is !  thne 
beisi"  He  had  fixed  upon  a  d^>p)ed  grey  horse, 
dem  and  fine  in  lus  lower  Umbs,  in  width  of 
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chest  remarkable,  stately  but  not  tall,  rather 
long  in  body,  perfect  in  symmetry,  modelled 
for  strength  and  speed,  and  carrying  his  long 
noble  tail  most  admirably.  The  ardour  with 
which  he  pawed  the  ground  int^cated  at  once 
his  high  qualities,  and  hb  fomlliaiity  with  the 
trumpet's  clang  and  war's  aUrms. 

"  Yes,  I  am  sure  of  it,"  added  Talvosz,  "  that 
is  your  gallant  war-horse.'' 

The  Colonel  made  no  reply ;  the  expres^on 
of  his  countenance  neither  affirmed  nor  denied. 
Denhof  interpreting  this  silence  as  a  negative, 
began  to  joke  his  uncle  upon  his  erroneous  con- 
jecture. 

*'  The  honour  is  yours,"  said  the  Starost, 
turning  towards  Talvosz,  "  the  practised  eye  of 
an  old  campugner  can  hardly  be  deceived; 
that  magnificent  creature  bore  me  in  our  last 
warfare ;  he  has  more  than  once  saved  my  life, 
and  has  received  several  wounds — Poor  Falcon ! 
—  hither  I  —  hither !  come  to  me,  my  old 
oomrade." 
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The  bone  bad  no  sooner  beard  his  master's 
call,  than  prandng  and  seigMog,  be  boimded 
from  the  hold  of  tbe  Cossack  and  nn  to  the 
Colonel's  side. 

"  Here,  gentlemen,  observe  tbe  scars  of  two 
sbota  be  received  in  tbe  Russian  war,  and  there 
behold  that  memorial  of  a  Tartar  lance.  Old 
as  he  is,  I  would  wager  the  finest  fowling-^ lece 
that  ever  brought  down  wild-dock  on  tbe  win^ 
Ibat,  ance  tbe  existence  of  tbe  famous  charger 
of  tbe  great  Vitold,  there  is  not  bis  equal  for 
a  hwxlred  miles  round  in  swimming  tbe  rapid 
stream,  in  scouring  over  the  plun,  or  in  climb- 
ing the  sides  of  a  rugged  steep :  it  is  true  (bat 
HO  one  but  myeelf  bas  been  upon  bid  back  for 
these  eighteen  years. — Go,  Falcon,  go ! — away  to 
tbe  stable." 

The  horse,  at  all  times  docile,  caracoled  about 
and  was  out  of  sight  with  the  speed  of  an  arrow. 
At  last  came  the  little  Corsican  palAvy,  which 
we  have  already  noticed.  It  trotted  up  at  Mary's 
eallf  placed  its  fore  feet  upon  tbe   balcony, 
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stzetchad  out  its  head  to  receive  her  caresses, 
and  the  lumpa  of  sugar  offered  it  hj  the  Cur 
hands  of  the  ladies,  and  then  quietlj  walked 
away. 

"  My  niece,'*  s^d  Vbsoticz,  "  is  very  fond 
of  that  Uttle  nag ;  she  and  Jenn;^  hare  tamed  it, 
ao  that  it  follows  themlU^e  a  dog." 

"  It  is  B  well-bred  animd  apperentljr,"  said 
Futrametit. 

"Yes,"  reined  the  Colonel,  "it  is  a  band. 
lome  beast,  but  its  tail  has  been  cut,  which,  ia 
my  oiHnioai  greatly  diminiriifts  its  valae.  By 
ray  troth  I  heaveQ  knows,  that  next  to  my  own 
Mmntiy  there  ia  no  other  that  I  prefer  to 
England,  but  the  ctutoin  ^at  prevails  in  that 
icountry  oflends  me, — I  mean  the  ctatomthey 
have  of  docking  the  tails  of  their  hoisea.  Why 
deprive  ^m  of  tiie  finest  ornament,  which 
nature  has  given  them,  an  ornament  beadet 
very  necessary  to  them,  since  it  serves  them  to 
boat  off  the  ffiea,  which  torment  tbepooranimab 
i9  the  beat  of  rammer." 
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All  ciMieurred  in  tin  opinion  of  the  StaiDSt ; 
and  the  AiHulnni  of  the  bir  aex  ia  tine  eqaei^ 
triao  art  then  became  the  tope  of  coniBnatiaa. 

*'In  foreign  coantrieB,"  siud  Denltof,  **we 
seldcKn  see  ladies  ride  with  ease  and  grace- 
fntnaH,  and  the;  are  in  the  i^t  not  to  take 
exercise  so  violeot,  for  it  must  injure  the  frsib* 
nesi  and  delicacy  of  their  com^^xion.'* 

"  Admirable !"  exclaimed  the  Colonel,  "  this 
is  in  truth  a  very  flattering  compliment  to  mj 
niece,  who  is  so  fond  of  equestrian  exercise  I 
Do  yoQ  think  she  it  the  leu  beant^nl  fi»  i^ 
w  that  bar  complexion  it  lest  delicate  on  that 
•ecount." 

"YoQ  have  misunderstood  me,"  answered 
X)enfaof,a«]iamed  at  his  mal-address,  "iba  remarit 
Imadeiifqt[Jicabletonoladiwbuttbe  En^Uah." 

**  Tben  allow  me  to  obserre  ibat  you  speak 
of  England  without  knowing  aay  thing  about 
i^"  rejfdned  the  Starost ;  **  I  shall  be  able  to 
furnitb  you  wkh  correct  nodons  regarding  tl^ 
country,  by  a  referenee  to  sotae  letters  written 
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by  my  late  sister,  who  inhabited  England  several 
fears,  Casimir,  go  and  fetch  a  bundle  of  letteu 
that  you  will  find  in  a  small  drawer  in  the 
secreture  that  stands  in  ray  bed-room." 

Casimir  brought  the  letters. 

"  From  one  of  these,"  said  the  Starost,  "  I 
^11  just  read  an  extract,  which  bean  upon  the 
very  point  in  question  ;"-  he  opened  it,  perused 
it  with  a  smile,  and  read  aloud  the  following 
passage;  'The  English  ladies  are  Eur  and 
*  deUcate  in  complexion ;  they  delight  in  horses; 
'they  are  elegant  and  fearless  riders.* — Well* 
young  genUemon,  what  think  you  now  of  the 
accuracy  of  yonr  remarks  upon  the  ladies  of 
Britain?" 

Denhof  could  make  no  reply  to  the  question, 
but  turning  towards  Mary,  he  asked  her  in  a 
timid  tone,  "  Whether  he  had  been  uufortanate 
enough  to  incur  her  displeasure  t" 

She  answered  that  he  bad  not,  but  that  she 
thought  his  remaiks  rather  severe. 

"  Do  you  not  know,"  rejoined  Madam  Dzi- 
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minka,  **  tbat  Mary  was  bom  in  Eogland,  of  a 
Polish  mother,  it  b  trae,  but  her  father  was  an 
Englishman.  Ilius  the  censure  you  have  just 
^iplied  to  the  ladies  of  that  nation,  is  equally 
applicable  to  Mary." 

Denhofs  excuses  were  easily  admitted,  and 
the  conTeisalaon  reverted  to  the  Staroet's  &vou- 
lite  hone.  It  was  muntained  that  fev  men 
would  be  capable  of  riding  him,  and  that  he 
would  be  absolutely  unmanageable  by  any 
female.  Jenny,  who  was  standing  at  a  little 
distance  off,  overheard  this  remark,  and  was 
greatly  pqued.  She  interpreted  it  as  a  kind  of 
challenge,  and,  in  this  way  of  thinking  she 
advanced  towards  the  Colonel  and  asked  per- 
misnon  to  go  a  short  excuruon  on  horseback. 
As  this  young  Englishwoman  was  much  beloved 
at  the  castle  for  her  frankness,  her  invariable 
gaiety,  and  above  all  for  her  great  attachment  to 
ber  mistress,  who  treated  her  rather  as  a  friend 
than  a  servant,  the  Staroet  did  not  refuse  her  the 
favour  she  adrad.     Jenny  was  delighted  and 
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went  away,  tiuminmg  one  of  the  weD  known 
tones  of  her  native  land.  She  hoatened  to  array 
hergelf  in  her  riding  babit,  and,  having  taken 
her  wlup,  she  went  unpercMved  through  the 
garden  to  the  stable,  where  the  Coaack  vat 
tying  ap  Falcon  to  his  stall. 

"  Come,"  said  she  as  she  entered,  "  saddle 
me  a  horse  directly.  Your  master  has  given 
me  leave  to  take  a  short  ride." 

**  Do  you  intend  to  go  all  alone  ?' 

"Yes,  certainly,  but  moke  haste ;  I  am  in  a 
hurry." 

The  Coesock  was  going  to  saddle  the  little 
pony,  when  Jenny  declared  that  it  vrea  Falcon 
that  die  wanted. 

"  Falcon  I"  cried  the  Cossack  with  open- 
moadied  amazement :  "  why  my  miBter  wouki 
be  the  death  of  me ;  none  but  himself  ventures 
on  Falcon's  back ;  at  the  very  first  bound  he 
would  throw  you  off  and  break  your  neck." 

**  We  shall  see  that,"  replied  Jenny. 

Mucha  despatched  a  little  stable-boy  to  ask 
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bis  nuttar  if  be'  hid  fmU^  given  Jenny  hm*  to 
ride  Boj  other  bone  but  the  little  pony.  Tbe 
boy  hastened  to  ddivfv  hk  memge,  bat  as  he 
had  to  go  more  than  the  length  of  the  gaiden, 
when  Jenny  tfaou^t  him  suffidently  distant,  she 
called  to  him  loud  eooigfa  to  deceive  Much*, 
but  not  for  the  boy  to .  hmr  her.—"  Mind,  it  is 
Falcon  Aat  I  am  to  ride.  Ask  tbe  Colonel,  he 
win  say:  Yes," 

On  Us  return,  Jenny  stopped  him,  and 
amBsed  him  hr  a  moment ;  Mucha,  knowing 
bisvoioe,  called  oat. to  lum,  "What answer? 
yeii,oriio?" 

"Yes,"  replied  the  boy,  who  had  faidifiilly 
tiaiMDdttedtlie question  dictated  by  theCoisaek; 
bst  tbe  CoMat^^thiiildiig  that  he  bad  ecuTeyvd 
tfnt  of  Jenny,  was  thus  completely  doped. 

Accustomed  to  blind  obedience,  he  began  to 
SMldle  Falcon,  while  be  conlioaed  to  remoostiate 
with  Jenny  npon  the  consequanoes  of  her  incoB- 
eeivible  temerity.  But  nothing  could  ahake  ber 
deteimbMttion.— Tbe  horse  wu   now  folly  ao- 
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coutred,— Mucba  still  hcBitatod,— a  twinge  of 
conBCience  affected  him;  he  would  go  and  hear 
from  the  Colonel's  own  mouth  the  pennisdon 
pretended  to  be  granted. 

"  Why,  Mucha,"  said  Jenny,  mth  an  air  of 
ofended  dignity, "  do  you  think  I  would  fabricate 
a  tale  ? — I,  who  gave  you  such  good  wine  I — I, 
who  took  your  part  in  a  late  quarrel! — I,  who 
at  all  dmes  defend  you !" — then  aBBuming,  all  at 
once  a  honeyed  tone :  "  Come !  Mucha  <  be  not 
unkind,"  aaxi  Jenny,  as  she  advanced  towaidi 
him,  leaning  forward  in  a  posture  of  cbaxiiig 
nipplication,  while  her  plump  and  well-modelled 
fingen,  wluch  had  just  patted  the  swarthy  cheek 
and  brawny  shoulders  of  the  Cossack,  let  Mi 
upon  the  ground  a  piece  of  gold,  which  jingled 
most  eloquently :  she  immediately  took  it  up, 
and  threw  it  into  his  capacious  pocket. 

Tie  poor  Cossack,  deceived,  entreated* 
wheedled,  bribed,  despite  his  twinges  of  remorse, 
wu  now  compelled  to  yield.  He  once  mbre 
examined  the  girth  with  scruptdons  atteAtaon,  to 
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■ee  tliKt  the  saddle  wtts  secure;  and  baring 
giren  the  fair  equestrian  a  few  particular  in- 
■tractions,  he  asusted  her  to  mount  the  formid- 
able courser.  He  then  went  out  with  her,  very 
aniiouB  to  know  how  all  would  end. 

Ihe  wfa<de  companjr  were  still  conTer«ag 
near  the  balcony,  and  great  was  their  astonish- 
ment, when  they  descried  Jenny  upon  the  back 
of  the  Colonel's  gallant  charger.  Falcon 
adranced  into  the  court-yard  curvetting  and 
caraoding,  while  Jenny  at  one  time  wared  her 
riding-whip,  at  another  time  arranged  her 
tresses,  which  were  loosely  floating  in  the 
breece, 

Maiy  was  the  first  to  exclaim — "  Why,  uncle, 
can  that  be  Falcon  !" 

"  Falcon  V  repeated  Vasoricz  ....**  Falcon" 
was  apon  every  tongue. 

The  Colonel  in  a  burst  of  fury  called  for 
MuduL,  with  all  hu  might,  and  tiien  said  to 
Jenny:  "Get  off  1  get  off  I— ^own  with  the  whip, 
or  you  are  undone  I" 

VOL.   I.  H 
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But  it  was  too  late.  Tbe  borse,  terrified  by 
the  confused  noise  of  so  many  yoices,  andBtimu- 
lated  by  a  touch  of  the  whip,  which  Jenny  had 
unintentionally  given  bitn,  darted  away  like 
lightning ;  struck  off  obliquely  ^m  the  great 
gates,  which  were  closed,  and  cleared  the  moat 
at  a  single  bound,  with  Jenny  on  bis  back. 

Tbe  whole  company  were  in  breathless 
alarm,  for  nothing  short  of  a  miracle  could  save 
the  imprudent  girl  from  death.  Mary  sobbed 
aloud  and  exclaimed,  "  She  is  undone ! — the 
mountain !  the  mountun ! — the  lake !  the  lake ! 
oh !  it  is  all  over,  we  shall  see  ber  alive  no 

The  horse  continued  to  sweep  along  with  in- 
conceivable rapidity,  and  was  lost  amid  the 
whirling  dust,  through  which,  at  intervals, 
appeared  the  waving  mantle  of  the  rash  Amazon. 
In  a  few  moments  the  impetuous  steed,  swift 
as  the  eye  could  follow  him,  rushed  down  tbe 
descending  steep,  and  was  seen  to  spring  into  the 
deep  bosom  of  the  lake ;  he  continued  swimming 
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about  for  several  minutes,  then  regained  the 
bank  and  rebraced  his  steps  with  appalling  speed. 
Tbere  had  been  ample  time  to  throw  open  the 
iride  portals  of  the  castle,  to  which  the  horse 
was  dUrecting  his  headlong  course;  he  entered — ■ 
iie  flew  across  the  court-yard, — the  Colonel 
saluted  him  with  his  well-known  voice,  "  Hither, 
Falcon,  hither." 

This  cry,  by  which  he  bad  hoped  to  save  the 
alanned  but  intrepid  Jenny,  had  nearly  on  the 
contrary  proved  fatal  to  her,  for  the  horse, 
obea^ent  to  his  master's  call,  stopped  short  in 
bis  ^lad  career,  and  by  the  suddenness  of  bis 
self-arrested  motion,  the  reaction  was  so  violent 
that  poor  Jenny  was  tbrown  high  and  fearfully 
into  the  air  amongst  the  branches  of  a  tree, 
which  she  bad  the  presence  of  mind  to  grasp 
mdi  both  hands,  and  thus  most  miraculously  to 
save  her  life.  She  remained  for  a  few  moments 
suspeDded  at  the  height  of  several  yards,  and, 
ere  ber  strength  iiuled  her,  in  which  case  she 
would  have  feUen  upon  the  sharp  palisades  and 
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perhaps  have  been  killed,  Casitnir  and  Denho( 
with  seveml  others  Sew  to  her  assstaDce,  and 
caught  her  in  their  arms,  as  she  dropped  from 
her  hold. 

The  poor  girl,  in  her  dripping  garments,  and 
blushing  like  the  damask  rose,  threw  herself  at 
her  mistress'  feet,  and  craved  her  pardon  for  the 
alarm  she  had  occasioned  her. 

"  Jenny,  my  dear  Jenny !  what  have  you  been 
doing  ?  yoa  do  not  know  all  the  affection  I  have 
for  you,"  said  Mary,  fusing  her  and  embracing 
her  with  tenderness. 

"  Imprudent  ^rl,"  said  the  Colonel,  "  you 
have  put  us  all  in  a  horrible  panic :  as  for  you, 
Mucba,  you  shall  have  your  deserts." 

"  Pardon  !  pardon  I"  exclaimed  Jenny,  "  he 
is  innocent !  he  is  innocent  1  I  alone  am  guilty." 

Hereupon  she  related  the  manner  in  which 
she  had  duped  the  Cossack. 

"  I  alone  am  to  bkme ;  and  I  implore  your 
forgiveness: — Gentlemen,  my  extravagance  is 
the  woiii  of  your  hands ;  I  beard  Baron  Denhof 


c.y  Google 


THE   SEVBKTEEHTH    CENTUHY.  149 

ftsitt  that  the  English  women  could  not  ride,  and 
^u,  kind  master,  pretended  that  no  female  in 
the  vOrld  was  cap^le  of  ridiog  Falcon :  I  waa 
stung  to  the  quick,  I  was  dedrous  of  avenging 
mj  sex  and  iny  natioD*  and  of  shewing  you 
Hat  you  were  both  under  a  false  impres- 
■ion :  Pardon  me,  I  supplicate  you,~-the  alarm 
I  have  caused  you  afflicts  me  bo  deeply,  as  to  be 
a  sufficient  punishment." 

All  the  company,  parUcularly  Mary  and  the 
ladies,  interceded  inbdialf  of  Jenny  and  Mucha. 
Vasovicz,  naturally  kind-hearted,  was  soon 
appeased,  imprintii^  a  gentle  kiss  upon  her 
blushing  cheek,  he  counselled  her  to  beware 
henceforward  of  indulging  in  such  freaks.  He 
dismissed  Mucba  without  any  other  chasdsement 
than  a  severe  reprimand,  coupled  with  the  most 
rigorous  orders  for  the  future. 

After  the  fortunate  denouement  of  this  extra- 
ordinuy  scene,  the  equestrian  address,  and  the 
intrepidity  of  Jenny,  formed  the  engrossing  sub- 
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ject  of  coDTersatioa.  The  feariese  maid  retiret^ 
wet  to  the  bIud,  and  somewhat  abashed,  but 
exulting  at  heart  in  the  success  of  her  project. 

"It  cannot  be  denied,"  remarked  Talrosz, 
"  that  the  lass  is  a  bold  and  akWful  rider." 

"  A  plague  upon  such  lasses !"  rejoined  Fatnip 
ment,  *'  I  would  sooner  attack,  unaMisted,  a 
whole  detachment  of  Rusnans,  and  even  of 
Swedes,  than  have  such  a  lass  ander  my  roof." 

"  As  for  me,"  observed  the  Canon,  *'  I  would 
be  more  willing  to  spend  a  whole  year  without 
drilling  s  drop  of  Hungarian  wine,  and  eren 
take  upon  myself  to  pot  a  atop  to  smuggling  in 
^e  Carpathian  mount^ns,  than  to  follow  her  oo 
the  best  Buce|dialus  of  the  whole  stud  belonging 
to  Prince  Senguazko." 

"  B^eve  me,  gentlemen,  tlus  u  not  the  first 
trick  she  has  played  me,  and,  I  warrant  you,  it 
will  not  ba  the  last.  But  after  all,  she  is  an  ex- 
cellent lass ;  she  has  no  other  fault  but  an  excess 
<^  vivacity,  and  a  giddiness  beyond  conception  * 
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if  all  the  Eoglub  women  resemble  her,  thejr  most 
cat  out  pleDty  of  work  for  their  poor  hndwDdB." 

"  That  mil  teach  you,  gentlemen,  that  yoa 
must  never  tamper  wiA  the  amour-prcqn-e  of  the 
female  sex,''  aaid  the  Volhynisn  lady. 

This  just  observatioa  came  in  so  seasonably, 
that  it  was  haOed  with  tacit  assent  by  all. 

Madam  Dximirska,  who  had  an  appointment 
with  one  of  her  female  firieads  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Niemen,  took  leave  of  the  company,  and 
withdrew,  after  hariog  promised  to  spend  a  few 
days  at  the  castle  on  her  return  from  the  t»ths  of 
Potonga. 

The  Caoon,  hanog  received  an  urgent  letter 
that  called  him  to  WUna,  took  bia  leave  in  like 


Fntrunent  also  retired,  ^ter  having  pledged 
himself  to  bring  all  his  fomily  with  him  to  assist 
in  the  ceremony  that  was  tb  take  place  on  the 
eve  of  the  festival  of  St  John. 

AD  the  guests  had  now  departed,   except 
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Talvosz  and  Deobofl  Hie  latter  was  unable  to 
make  up  bis  mind  to  quit  Mary :  he  had,  how- 
ever, clearly  perceived  that  Mary  was  not  in  love 
with  him.  She  bad  several  times  received  his 
compliments  and  lus  half-declaratioas,  in  such  a 
loanDer  as  to  hare  at  once  blighted  all  lus  hopes 
bad  he  not  in  bis  vanity,  blindness,  and  presump- 
tion, fondly  and  foolishly  persuaded  himself  that 
it  was  almost  impossible  for  love  so  ardent  ss 
his  to  meet  with  no  return,  Whilst  his  uncle, 
Talvosz,  was  talldng  with  the  Ckilonel  at  the 
moment  of  stepping  into  his  cofocAe,  he  went  up 
to  Mary,  raised  her  hand,  and  pressed  it  to  lus 
lips,  asking  her  in  a  low  tone  of  voice  for  per- 
mission  to  viat  her  on  his  return  from  Warsaw. 
"  I  am  not  mistress  here,  sir,"  said  Mary^ 
blushing,  "  you  must  ask  that  pennisaion  from 
my  uncle.  I  doubt  not  but  that  he  will  be 
flattered  with  your  kind  remembrances  of  him. 
With  respect  to  myself,  orphan  as  I  am,  1  can 
neither  grant  nor  refuse." 
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"  You  da  not  uodentand  me,"  replied  DenboT, 
whose  ooantenance  was  clouded  with  diaappoint- 
meot ;  be  bowed  profonndl^,  bid  adieu  to  the 
Cobmel  and  Caumir,  and  hardly  able  to  suppress 
a  rebel  a^t,  he  sprung  into  the  carriage,  which 
was  soon  over  the  draw-bridge  of  the  castle. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Th*  teat*  that  Mothe  the  de*d.— AacHZLOB. 

On  the  following  morning,  the  Colooel,  who 
now  had  no  guest  to  charm,  or  weary,  with  the 
narrative  of  his  travels  and  campugna,  fell  back 
into  the  usual  routine  of  his  mundane  occupa- 
tioua,  and  acrordingly  repaired  at  an  early  hour, 
to  an  estate  which  he  possessed  in  the  neigh- 
bouriiood. 

Mary  felt  a  loneliness,  which  was  but  oatard, 
aCter  the  departure  of  so  many  lively  «nd  agree- 
able visitors.  The  castle,  which  for  some  days 
had  been  filled  with  merry  inmates,  was  now 
doll  and  silent    Despite  her  cousin  Casimir's 
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fond  care,  and  the  f&iUiFul  Soaiska's  attentions, 
her  heart  wu  vacaot :  a  something  was  wanted 
that  before  had  filled  it  with  pleasing  joy.  All 
the  sensibiliUes  of  her  meditative  oature  were 
awakened  into  full  actintj.  She  gave  way  to 
melancbidy  and  gloinny  reverie.  At  times  the 
fair  oiphan  recalled  to  her  painful  recoUections 
the  tender  caresses  of  her  mother—that  mother, 
who  had  been  snatched  from  her  in  early  child* 
hood,  by  the  cruel  band  of  death :  then  she 
would  think  of  her  lather,  who  died  when  she 
was  yet  a  babe — he  had  existed — be  had  loved 
her  perhaps  too  dearly — the  chords  of  affection 
bad  been  oretstraiued  —  they  had  snapped 
■aondeE.  Her  heart  ughed  for  a  friend  of  her 
own  sex — a  sister,  to  whom  she  might  unbosom 
the  nlent  meditations  with  which  it  was  some- 
times bursting.  The  deTotedness  of  Jenny 
indeed,  the  excellent  qualities,  the  ever  mirthful 
(UqmntioQ  of  one  whose  language  was  her  own^ 
was  calculated  to  throw  a  little  gleam  of  sun- 
shine over  her  sad  ima^oings,  and  sbe  regretted 
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that  the  difibreaee  of  their  social  poaition  ms 
sometimes  a  barrier  to  that  foil,  that  perfect 
firieDcUhip,  which  can  exist  only  with  persons  in 
the  same  ranks  of  life. 

At  length  came  the  eve  of  the  festival  of 
Sunt  John.  About  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
the  Colonel,  accompanied  by  his  niece,  Casimir, 
and  the  femUy  of  Putnunent,  and  followed  by 
the  train  of  his  retainers  and  menials,  was  walk- 
ing on  the  road,  which  bordered  the  Niemen, 
and  chatting  with  the  curate  and  some  inha- 
bitants of  the  village,  wuting  impaUently  till 
the  last  rays  of  the  sun  should  gild  Uie  gothic 
towers  of  the  castle,  to  assist  in  the  different 
ceremonies,  which  were  futhfuUy  crfebrated 
every  year  on  the  bank  of  the  river  at  the  ^loae 
of  this  day. 

As  soon  as  the  sun's  bright  orb  had  descended 
below  the  horizon,  and  the  western  quarter  of 
the  sky  was  yet  radiant  with  saflfron  and  crimson 
streaks  of  reflected  light,  a  dense  multitude 
of  persons   had  assembled  in  a  spot,  where. 
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frbm  time  immemoriali  the  wlemnitjr,  we  are 
aboDt  to  describe,  waa  annually  performed.  At 
a  dgnal  given  by  the  oldest  man  in  the  thrODg» 
the  whole  assemblage  filed  off  two  and  two, 
fonning  tbemaelyea  into  four  botUes,  with  the 
same  distance  between  them,  and  conristing 
each  of  the  same  number  of  males  and  fiemales. 

The  first  <tf  tbeae  fiwr  bodies  was  composed 
of  the  married;  the  second  of  the  widowers 
and  widows;  the  tliird  of  the  marriageable 
youths  and  damsels;  in  the  fouih  were  the 
children,  and  the  single  of  both  sexest  whose 
advanced  age  did  not  permit  them  to  cberiA 
the  h(^  of  nuptial  joys.  These  votaries  to  a 
life  of  lielibecy,  being  very  uncommon  in  tins 
country,  enjoyed  no  consideiadota ;  they  were 
regarded  as  beings  under  heaven's  displeasure, 
who,  kaving  no  posterity  behind  them,  have 
fiuled  to  accoi^plish  their  destination  upon 
earth. 

The  soft  and  mellow  tones  of  a  flute  now 
hnike  tluoagfa  the  nient  ur,  in  a  deep  and 
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touching  appeal  to  the  aoul,  aod  the  four  com- 
ponitia  moved  forward  with  stately  and  measured 
steps,  pealing  forth  religious  hymna,  foUowed. 
by  a  chant  peculiar  and  ^propiiate  to  this  sin- 
gvHar  solemnity,  and  obaeiriDg  the  same  order 
of  procession,  thsj  defiled  three  times  before 
the  liege-lord  and  the  curate;— all  ta  they 
passed  made  a  lowly  obeisance  to  diese  two 
peraonagesi  and  then  fonaed  themselves  into 
columns,  taking  their  station  on  the  river's  bauik* 
a  little  beyond  a  wooden  ^tform,  which  ptOr 
jected  a  short  distance  over  the  stream)  like  the 
fragment  of  a  bridge.  Tiaa  stage,  which,  nws 
constructed  every  yeu  upon  the 'same  plan, 
was  DQt  £xed  in  a  horizontal  po8ition>  but  ia  a 
sloping  dtrecUoQ  Grom  the  bank  towards  the 
BUT&ce  of  the  water ;  atthe  end  of  tt  thare  was 
moored  a  large  barrel  Med  with  combustibltt 
matter,  and  covered  with  straw,  whence  the 
blue  foiked  flames  were  darting  upwards  from 
amidst  the  murky  volumes  of  smoke. 
When  the  four  columns  had  taken  up  their 
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pontion,  the  aged  num^  who  pread«d  over  the 
ceremony,  and  the  same  that  had  giren  the  fint 
npial*  drew  near  to  the  platform,  bowed  his 
knee  to  the  ground,  then  roee,  crossed  hjmwlf, 
and  ptHBting  by  tums  to  the  four  c*H'"t'  pnnts 
of  the  heavens,  with  a  wand,  which  he  bore  in 
Ins  lig^t  hand,  he  pronounced  the  Billowing 
wmds  in  a  loud  and  aoIenm.tane  of  race : 

*t  Ye  inriaible  spinta,  glorious  chur  attendant 
on  the  mighty  Giedymin,  Olgierd,  and  Vitold ; 
ya^  manes  of  our  ancesttHs,  souls  of  all  those  who 
have  crossed  the  flood  of  etemi^,  whether,  with 
nis  yet  unatoned,  ye  are  permeanting  the  leafans 
of  space  beneath  liie  pale  li^t  of  the  moon,  or 
whether  ye  are  dwelling  enthroned  in  the  blue 
e&er  above  the  whiriwind's  reach  and  the 
darkening  clouds,  ot  whtiiier  ye  are  npping  the 
dews  of  ceaseless  beatitude,  disturb  not  this  d^ 
the  peacefulness  of  our  inooCent  festivals,  but 
let  your  orisons  ascend  to  Jehovah's  footatocj, 
impbriag  pardon  for  the  ans,  winch  we  liave 
comsiitted  in  this  valley  of  tears,  beseeching 
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hhn  to  opflD  to  us  the  gates  of  heaven  afl»r  the 
jost  exination  of  all  our  offences,  when  the  days 
of  oar  pilgrimage  on  earth  shall  have  come  to  a 
close." 

At  the  conclaeion  of  this  prayer,  four  boys 
and  the  same  number  of  girls  were  detached 
from  the  respective  groups.  The  boys  vere 
bare-headed  and  attired  in  short  capotes  of  grey 
doth ;  the  g^ls  had  their  hair  parted  into  two 
long,  waving  tresses,  and  wore  red  corsets  but- 
toned in  front,  over  their  snow-white  dresses. 
"Die  four  couples  poured  forth  at  the  same  time 
libations  of  brandy,  milk,  honey,  and  beer,  to 
the  east,  west,  north,  and  south,  and  then 
depouted  upon  the  gnia,  bread,  meat^  and 
various  kinds  of  viands.  They  then  joined 
hands,  and  hainng  formed  themselves  int6  a 
circle  went  unging  and  dandug  four  times  round 
the  ofierings  to  the  dead. 

All  at  once  their  hymns  and  dancing  ceased ; 
there  was  a  moment  of  profound  silence,  during 
which  the  aged  president  received  from  the 
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hands  of  the  foar  young  damsels  four  garlands  of 
flowers,  which  he  preseoted  to  Mary,  who  sup- 
plied the  place  of  the  lady  of  the  cattle,  that  is, 
of  the  eldest  of  the  unmarried  daughters  of 
the  liege-lord.  He  tlien  laid  both  his  hands 
apon  her  head  in  token  of  benediction, 
Mary  stooped  and  selected  the  handsomest  gar- 
land that  had  belonged  to  the  most  beautiful  of 
the  foor  giris.  Hie  latter  approached,  kissed 
^e  bem  of  Mary's  robe  and  retired.  This  sym- 
bolical action  denoted  that  from  derotedness  and 
respect  ^e  was  disposed  to  undergo  any  sacrifice 
in  behalf  of  the  noble  lady  of  the  castle,  and  that 
she  bound  herself  by  a  solemn  engagement  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year  not  to  be  wedded  be- 
fore ber.  This  pledge  or  species  of  tow  was 
ondertaken  every  year  by  some  other  youthiiil 
female,  and  was  observed  at  all  times  with  und^ 
viating  exactitude. 

When  this  act  of  homage  had  been  performed 
the  manhalled  colamns  broke  up  their  regular 
ansy  and  mingled  in  a  proioiscuons  throng. 
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the  minister  of  religion  sprinkliDg  holy  water  on 
all,  who  hadpartidpated  in  the  ceremooy. 

The  aged  president  then  restored  to  the  three 
damsels  the  garlands  he  had  received  from  them. 
Mary,  who  bad  to  take  the  place  of  the  one, 
whose  garland  she  had  selected,  accepted  the 
arm  of  one  of  the  youths ;  the  other  three  females 
retained  their  respective  partners  and  followed 
her  on  to  the  platform.  Here  the  damsels  drew 
up  in  a  line  on  one  side,  the  boys  on  the  other ; 
Mary  took  off  her  garland  and  threw  it  inbo  the 
river.  When  the  venerable  director  bad  Judged 
that  the  current  had  borne  it  lauAt  3  distance 
that  there  would  be  some  merit  in  regaining  it. 
he  gave  the  signal.  The  four  boys  immediately 
■prang  over  the  flaming  barrel,  and  swam  with 
■trug^ing  emulation  in  pursuit  of  tbe  tropbf 
that  was  gliding  down  the  stream.  Butt  wbeUier 
tbe  garland  had  been  carried  away  too.  far,  or. 
had  been  caught  by  the  bushes  on  the  liver* 
bank,  or  any  other  accident  had  beiaUea  it* 
after  swimming  about  till  thar  strength  began  to 
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fell  them,  to  their  great  consteroaHon,  they  were 
all  obliged  to  letum  without  the  gBrland. .  Tbit 
erect,  however  natural,  was  regarded  hj  the 
people  not  only  aa  a  proof  that  the  lady  of  the 
castle  would  not  be  married  that  year,  but  also 
as  aa  ioauspicious  omen. 

Whatever  It^t  may  have  broken  in  upon  the 
mind  from  the  ladlence  of  philoet^hic  truth, 
it  would  be  an  error  to  affirm  that  InddentB  most 
trivial,  circumstaocea  most  umneaning  and 
valueless,  mere  nothings  in  the  great  scale  of 
action — do  not  sometimes  awaken  in  the  soul  of 
man,  with  all  his  boasted  powers  of  reason,  such 
inward  joys  and  secret  alarms,  as  he  would  bluab 
toavow. 

The  presage  made  a  painful  imi^esuoD  upon 
all  present,  particularly  Mary,  who  became  sad 
and  alent,  not  that  she  fave  too  much  credence 
to  popular  prejudices,  not  that  she  entertained 
the  least  thought  about  nuptdal  union,  for 
her  heart  was  yet  free  aa  the  wild  steed  on  the 
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ateppesoftbe  Uki^ne,but  therearoseagloomi- 
Desa  ia  her  imagioatioD  that  encouraged  'vague 
and  lugubrious  dioughts,  and,  despite  the  spirit- 
stirring,  Eoul-enrapturiog  scene,  a  vild  succession 
of  incongruoiu  and  mournful  images  was  flitting 
athwart  her  brain. 

As  goon  as  the  young  swimmers  were  again 
stationed  on  the  platform,  the  three  female 
companions  of  Mary  threw  their  garlands  also 
into  the  river.  These  were  successively  brought 
out  {torn  the  descending  flood.  The  garland 
thrown  in  by  the  lady  of  the  castle,  being 
esteemed  the  most  honourable,  was  sought  by 
the  four  swimmers  together,  while  those  of  tite 
three  others,  which  were  allowed  to  gUde  down 
to  a  shorter  distance,  were  s^utately  pursued  by 
one  only  at  a  time. 

The  widows  and  widowers  now  took  the  places 
of  the  young  girls  upon  the  platform,  and  the 
same  ceremony  was  recommenced,  with  this 
difference  that  there  were  only  three  couples. 
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and  that  their  garlands  did  not  coatwn  any  of 
the  floweis  impropriated  to  those  pnTiousIy 
meotioned. 

lliis  act  ID  the  ceremoDy  being  omcludedf 
the  aged  director  raised  from  the  ground  a 
wreath  composed  of  the  various  flowers,  which 
had  grown  in  the  cemetery,  and,  haviog  advanced 
towards  the  extremity  of  the  stage  or  platform, 
he  threw  it  into  the  river,  crossing  himself  seve- 
ral ttmes,  and  not  daring  to  look  up  till  the 
current  had  carried  it  completely  out  of  sight. 
This  wreath  was  dedicated  to  die  last  marriage- 
able damsel  who  had  died  in  the  village,  and 
was  destined  to  serve  as  her  nuptial  chaplet, 
when  her  espousals  should  be  celebrated  in  the 
re^ni  inhabited  by  departed  souls. 

The  wooden  stage  was  then  dismantled.  At 
a  ngnal  {pven  by  the  venerable  prerident,  the 
four  couples  of  youths  end  viigins,  took  wands 
into  their  bands,  stationed  themselves  on  the 
spot  where  tlie  feasf  c^  the  dead  had  been 
depouted*  and,  waving  their  wsoda  cried  akmd : 
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"  Ye  have  eaten,  ye  have  drunk,  dear  blissful 
souls,  away !  away  I" 

They  then  collected  the  disjoined  wood-work 
of  the  platfonn,  and  brought  it  with  the  flaming 
barrel  to  the  same  spot,  all  was  Buffered  to  bum 
together,  while  the  four  couples  danced  round 
tiie  flames,  hymning  in  solemn  and  melancholy 
cadence  a  peculiar  diige,  similar  to  that  vfaicb 
formed  the  prelude  to  the  ceremony. 

A  long  table  had  been  previously  decked  with 
refresbmentfl  of  various  kinds,  of  which  all  now 
proceeded  to  partake.  But,  as  soon  as  the  fint 
crow  of  the  cock  was  heard,  the  fire  was  imme- 
diately extinguished,  a  general  dispersion  ensued, 
and  every  one  ran  home  with  all  his  might,  not 
daring  to  utter  a  word  or  turn  his  head  till  he 
had  reached  his  destinatiott. 

VasoVics  and  his  party  retraced  their  steps  to 
the  casde ;  their  path  lay  lipon  the  ascent  of  an 
elevated  hill,  to  the  summit  of  which  the  aged 
Bogiunila  Putrament  bad  been  conveyed  in  a 
litter  to  witness  the  celebration  of  the  feadval, — 
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a  satiB&clion,  which  no  earthly  consideration 
would  hare  induced  her  to  forego.  From  this 
lofty  eminence,  whence  tlie  eye  cmild  range  orer 
a  vast  expanse,  Bogumila  looked  down  apoh  the 
noctnmal  spectacle,  tike  some  weird,  uneaitiily 
form,  gazing  and  gloating  upon  its  own  mystic 
rit^.  When  the  festival  was  over,  ^e  had  not 
been  abI6  to  be  removed,  the  night  air  had 
so  chilled  her  almost  bloodless  limbs.  Mary 
gently  pressed  her  cold  and  clammy  hand,  and 
accosted  her,  bat  no  muttering  sound,  no  gesture 
was  returoed.  She  accosted  her  again,  and 
again,  but  still  there  was  no  sign  or  reply.  She 
then  beckoned  to  Putrament,  who  hastened  to 
grasp  the  deotb-eold  hand  of  lus  mother.  Mary 
was  horror  struck  and  sent  forth  a  piercing  cry. 
As  it  was  dtuly  expected  that  the  feeble  sparks 
of  eiistetfce,  which  onhnated  the  wretched  mor^ 
tal  coil  of  Bognmila,  whose  earthly  career  bad 
extended  beyond  a  century,  would  be  extin- 
gmsbed  by  her  sudden  dissolution,  this  event, 
sad  as  it  was,  made  but  a  slight  impression  at 
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Ravdan.  The  corpse  was  placed  in  (lie  chapel 
and  conveyed  on  the  following  day  to  DaniloT. 
*  It  would  be  very  difficult  to  discover  the 
origin  of  the  singular  ceremony,  which  we  have 
just  described:  it  was  performed  with  alight 
variations  throughout  nearly  all  the  northern 
and  eastern  provinces  of  the  ancient  kingdom  of 
Poland,  and  it  is  still  celebrated,  at  least  clan- 
destinely, in  some  parts  of  Lithuania,  as  well  as 
in  Black  Russia  and  Polesia  in  the  environs  of 
^nsk.  It  appears  to  have  originated  in  the 
dark  ages  of  paganism,  and  to  bear  a  great  affi- 
nity to  the  feast  of  the  goat,  which  is  celebrated 
in  the  month  of  November,  on  All-Souls  Day. 
The  various  particulars  of  this  latter  solemnity 
have  been  set  fortii  by  Adam  Mickievicz  in  a 
poem  entitied  Dsiady,  a  woric  which  is  distio- 
guished,  not  only  by  the  nerfect  truth  of  the 
narrative,  but  by  the  poet's  brilliant  powers  in 
description. 

In  aU  these  remnants  of  ancient  religion,  there 
is  a  moral  tendency,  and  for  this  reason,  they 
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have  undoubtedly  been  tolerated  la  Cbriatian 
communities:  but  as  they  serve  to  perpetuate 
the  siorit  of  naUonatity,  they  are  all  strictly 
prohibited  by  the  Russians  and  Fnisrians.  The 
eve  of  St.  John's  Day  is,  however,  devoted  at 
Warsaw  to  the  celebration  of  the  above  solemni- 
ties with  considerable  mo^fications. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

iMtt,  wit  intrnder  en  ten  here, 
Bat  entering  leanu  to  be  ilnrera. 

POPK. 

One  day  in  die  beginning  t>f  the  month  of 
August,  the  Colonel  was  apprised  that  on  the 
morrow  a  great  conflux  of  company  vob  expected 
at  the  fiur  of  Kovno.  The  lively  and  animated 
scene  would  not  Cul  to  divert  the  mind  of  Mary 
from  melancholy  abstracUon ;  he  accordingly 
set  out  early  on  the  following  morning  with  his 
fair  niece,  Caumir  and  Jenny. 

The  valley  of  Kovno  is  one  of  the  most  de- 
lightful in  all  Poland.  The  road  lay  through 
an  almost  unbroken  avenue  of  lime-trees,  which 
by  their  grateful  fragrance  invited  the  sedulous 
bees  that  were  issuing  from  the  hives,  while 
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Others  loaded  with  their  honeyed  spoils  were 
returning  to  their  straw-built  mansions.  Be- 
tween the  long  colonnade  of  the  trees  with  their 
leafy  domes,  the  eye  reposed  on  immense  sheets 
of  velvet  verdure  tenanted  by  graang  flocks. 

The  clouds  of  sadness  gradually  vanished  from 
Mary's  brow :  she  became  even  gay,  and  ap- 
peared enchanted  with  the  morning  ride. 

The  nearer  they  came  to  the  town,  the  num- 
ber of  vehides  and  pedestriaoB  on  their  way  to 
the  ^r,  gradually  increased. 

Tlie  bright  beams  of  the  mng  orb  of  day 
had  no  sooner  begun  to  play  upon  the  gold- 
tipped  cupolas  of  the  churches  of  Kovno,  than 
the  Starost's  carnage  baited  at  the  door  of  a 
hostelry,  phia  and  unpretending  in  appearance. 

After  the  morning  repast^  Mary  went  out 
with  her  uncle  and  coudn  to  walk  about  the 
town.  The  fur  was  much  more  numerously 
attended  than  usual.  The  multitudinous  throng 
in  undulating  movement  resembled  the  flrst 
agitation  of  the  ocean,  ere  its  waves  have  been 
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heaved  on  bight  and  dashed  forward  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  tide,  or  overpowering  gale. 

Mary  and  her  party  entered  several  of  the 
shops  and  made  a  few  purchases.  Hie  Starost  did 
not  forget  his  provision  of  ammunitioo  for  the 
sports  of  the  field.  Mary,  ia  simple,  but  tasteful 
attire,  attracted  every  eye;  her  gracefulness, 
beauty,  and  modest  mien  were  admired  by  all. 

After  a  short  lapse  of  time,  the  current  of  the 
multitude  began  to  flow  in  the  direction  of  the 
principal  church.  The  Colonel,  with  his  son 
and  niece,  were  borne  onward  ia  the  moving 
flood  to  join  the  assembled  congregation  of  WOT^ 
shippers  within  the  temple's  walls. 

A  deep  and  intense  spirit  of  piety  prevails  io 
Samogitia ;  when  the  minister  came  into  view, 
all  fell  upon  their  knees.  The  eyes  of  Mary 
were  fixed  intently  on  her  missal,  and  she  ap- 
peared absorbed  in  her  devotion. 

The  priest,  invested  with  his  sacerdotal  robes, 
now  ascended  the  pulpit — a  dead  ulence  reigned 
beneath  the  vaulted  roof, — and  the  countless 
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groups  of  aptifted  &ces  proclaimed  the  aoul-felt 
interest  of  the  congregsUon. 

Tbe  woids  of  the  preacher  vere  at  once  im- 
pressive and  replete  with  holy  unction ;  his 
action  was  dignified  and  commanding ;  his 
thoughts  fiill  of  wisdom  and  charity.  He  dwelt 
upon  the  protection  which  should  be  extended 
to  orphans ;  and  the  following  words  pronounced 
with  fervour  and  energy  were  peculiarly  striking 
and  effecdve :  "  fHty,  ah  I  jHty  I  above  all,  the 
"  condition  of  a  young  and  tender  female,  whose 
"  parents  have  been  snatched  -away  to  a  happier 
"  world :  how  many  snares  and  allurements 
'*  surround  her  from  the  moment  she  has  fol- 
"  lowed  them  to  Uie  tomb  I  no  mother's  hand 
^  to  guide  her  steps  I  no  mother's  tears  to  mingle 
"  with  her  own  I  no  mother's  cheering  coneo- 
"lation,  when  sadness  fills  her  heart  I  left  with- 
**out  parental  support,  sympathy  and  solace, 
**  how  often  ie  she  exposed  to  wrongs  and  misery  [ 
"  Ob  I  then  let  the  orphan's  fate  awaken  all 
"  your  commiseration,  for  nothing,  nothing  can 
**  replace  a  father  and  a  mother." 
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The  eyes  of  the  assembled  multitude  were 
riveted  upon  the  preacher,  watching  the  workings 
of  that  countenance,  which  bespoke  the  uncerity 
of  his  discourse ;  and  all  were  hanging  on  those 
lips,  from  which  flowed  irresistible  eloquence : 
some  of  the  females  were  heard  to  sob  aloud. 
The  latter  part  of  the  sermon  applied  so  strik- 
ingly to  Mary,  that,  moved  by  the  allusion,  to 
which  the  solemnity  of  the  scene  and  place  gave 
a  stronger  effect,  she  burst  into  tears,  for  the 
fine  chords  of  sensitiveness  in  Mary's  heart 
responded  to  the  lightest  touch. 

She  was  still  weeping,  when  a  gentleman  who 
hadnotyetattainedtheineridianoflife,  and  who 
had  been  contemplating  her  for  some  time  without 
attracting  her  observation)  touched  by  her  candour 
and  holy  communing,  advanced  nearer  to  her, 
and  when,  with  sorrowful  aspect  and  timid  voice, 
she  gave  utterance  to  these  words :— '*  Almighty 
Lord,  why  then  have  I  no  more  a  hther  or 
a  mother?" — he  answered  in  a  whisper :"  But 
you  have  friends  1 — one  at  least  I" 

Mary,  in  amazement,  turned  her  head  to  see 
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from  whom  the  voice  proceeded;  the  stranger 
was  indistinguishable  in  the  crowd. 

He  solemn  tones  of  the  organ  now  ascended 
swelling  to  the  temple's  dome.  A  thousand 
human  aerations  in  unison,  pealed  forth  the 
anthem  of  eternal  praise.  Mary,  who  was  well 
reraed  in  sacred  music,  joined  in  the  holy  chant, 
and  her  vmce,  as  pure  as  her  soul,  rose  towards 
the  celestial  sphere.  Never  before  had  she 
appeared  so  lovely,  never  more  capable  of  kind^ 
ling  soft  affection. 

The  stranger,  who  continued  gazing  upon  her 
with  rapture,  had  again  gradually  approached 
nearer  to  her, 

**  Who  is  that  young  person  that  seems  to  in- 
spire you  with  so  much  interest  in  her  favour?' 
be  was  asked  by  a  companion  of  his  own  sex. 

"  I  do  not  know  her ;  I  am  but  a  stranger 
here,  as  you  are  aware.  But  I  will  endeavour  to 
learn  the  name  of  that  angel." 

"  Yes,  she  is  indeed  an  angel ;  where  could 
creature  be  found  so  perfect  ?  But,  tell  me,  have 
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you  then  Fully  detenniiied  upon  quitting  our 
province  and  settling  in  lithuania  ?" 

"  Since  I  have  lost  everything,  and  am  be- 
come an  orphan,  I  am  a]one  in  the  world,— I 
have  no  longer  any  cherished  spot,"  was  the 
young  man's  sad  reply. 

Mary  had  no  sooner  heard  the  word  orphan^ 
pronounced  with  emphasis,  than  a  thrilling 
sensation  crept  over  her,— it  was  the  same  voice 
that  she  had  heard  just  before — the  stranger, 
whom  she  had  sought,  now  stood  before  her 
eyes,  and,  whether  by  acddent,  or  by  distraction 
of  mind,  or  by  some  other  motive,  she  let  fall 
hermisaal. 

The  young  man  stooped,  [ucked  it  up,  and 
restored  it  to  her. 

She  then  ventured  to  look  more  intently  at 
him,  and  thanked  him  in  a  low  and  timid  voice. 
Their  looks  then  met  each  other.  In  that  of 
the  stranger  there  was  a  mixture  of  benevolence 
tenderness,  and  sympathy :  he  remained  silent 
and  motionless,  while  the  tears  that  trickled 
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dovD  hu  cheeks,  shewed  that  he  was  affected  by 
painful  recoIlectioDS. 

All  DOW  prepared  to  quit  the  church,  and 
Maij  had  full  opportunity  to  contemplate  the 
stranger,  who  stood  fixed  in  seeming  stupor. 
Mary  was  now  separated  from  her  uncle  and 
Caamir,  by  the  rolling  tide  itfthe  multitude  in 
.unaccountable  eagerness  to  gain  the  open  air. 
DriTen  on  mthout  mercy  by  the  contending 
throng,  she  looked  round  for  protecUoo :  the 
stranger  perceived  her  embarrassment ;  with 
mi^ty  effi>rt8  he  twined  through  the  living 
mass,  reached  her,  offered  her  his  arm,  which 
.she  bludiingly  accepted;  by  dint  of  solicitation 
and  the  force  of  his  vigorous  frame  he  at  length 
succeeded  in  placing  ber  in  a  safe  position, 
while  his  own  person  served  as  a  breakwater  to 
the  impetuous  fiood. 

A  moment  after,  four  gold-laced  lackeys  were 

seen  clearing  a  passage  for  several  ladies  richly 

attired,  and  each  resting  upon  the  anns  of  two 

geotlemen,  one  on  each  side:  at  some  little 

i2 
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distance  from  this  line  of  procession  there  was 
another  lady,  who  was  protected  by  numerous 
valets  ranged  in  a  semicircular  form  around  ber. 

Tbb  lady  was  likewise  followed  by  four  young 
pages,  and  was  distinguished  not  only  by  greater 
splendour  in  her  dress,  but  also  by  her  lofty 
sweep  and  lady-like  air :  her  graceful  and  stately 
step,  her  gentle  but  penetrating  eyes,  over- 
shadowed by  her  light-brown  silken  tresses, 
bespoke  an  elevated  rank  and  were  calculated 
to  excite  respect  and  admiration.  At  beholding 
her,  the  imaginative  observer  might  depict  to 
himself  one  of  those  beauties  of  northern  climes, 
whme  charms  have  been  celebrated  by  ancient 
bards.  She  saluted  the  multitude,  whostruggled 
to  make  way  at  her  approach,  not  as  a  queen, 
who  coldly  receives  the  homage  due  to  ber 
crown,  but  as  a  queen  who  at  her  inauguration  to 
the  throne,  acknowledges  the  flattering  plaudits 
of  her  greeting  subjects. 

Such  was  the  Princess  Sophia  Radrivill.  She 
perceived  Mary,  and  was  struck  by  her  timid  and 
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angelic  look.  Having  witnessed  her,  whed  she 
was  borne  along  in  the  press,  she  stopped  and 
invited  her  by  a  sign  to  advance  towards  her. 
Mary  readily  complied,  and  the  young  stranger, 
seang  her  placed  under  such  protection  made 
a  slight  inclination  and  left  her.  Mary  expressed 
her  acknowledgments  by  a  gracious  salutation, 
accompanied  with  a  lingering  look,  which  seemed 
to  convey  a  reproach  for  his  quitting  her  so  soon. 
Her  parting  gaze  was  requited  by  an  expression 
of  countenance,  betokening  love  and  gratitude ; 
their  hearts  undentood  each  other,  and  their 
eloquent  eyes  exchanged  the  reciprocal  promise 
that  they  would  one  day  agun  be  fixed  upon 
each  other.  \ 

Two  or  three  shocks  in  succession  from  the 
undulating  crowd  carried  him  so  hr,  that  be  lost 
nght  of  the  iair  object,  which  bad  entranced  his 
soul. 

Mary  walked  on  in  ulence  by  the  side  -  of  her 
protectress,  who  held  her  by  the  hand ;  she  was 
engrossed  by  two  all-absorbing  connderationa, 
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by  the  disquietude  which  she  must  occasion  her 
uncle,  and  still  more  by  the  intere»ting  stranger. 

She  now  caught  eight  of  TalTOsz  in  the  crowd, 
and  beckoned  to  him :— he  drew  near ;  she  then 
with  a  look  of  graUtnde  made  a  low  obeisance  to 
the  lady,  who  had  kindly  assisted  her,  and, 
having  accepted  the  arm  of  her  new  conductor, 
EOOD  came  up  with  her  uncle,  to  whom  she  re- 
counted what  had  happened,  omitting  however 
some  details  that  had  reference  to  the  young 
stranger. 

When  the  Staroat  and  his  niece  had  regained 
the  inn,  and  were  about  to  sit  down  to  table,  a 
splendid  carriage,  drawn  by  four  horses,  mag- 
nificently harnessed,  stopped  before  the  door. 
A  moment  after,  the  wuter  came  to  announce 
to  the  Colonel  Uiat  a  gentleman  requested  to 
speak  with  him :  "  he  is  the  bearer  of  a  letter," 
added  he,  "  which  he  has  been  commissioned  to 
deliver  to  your  Lordship." 

*'  Request  him  to  walk  in,"  stud  die  Starost, 
eager  to  know  the  purport  of  his  misuon. 
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Immediately  a  man  of  a  certain  age,  in 
affected  neatness  of  attire,  entered  the  room, 
saluted  the  Colonel,  and  having  accosted  him 
vith  great  respect,  delivered  the  letter. 

Vasoncz  nnsealed  it,  and  perused  it;  an  ez- 
presnon  of  jof  was  visible  in  his  countenance. 
"  Have  the  goodness  to  wut  a  minute^"  said 
be  to  the  bearer,  "  I  will  answer  it  imme- 
diately." 

He  then  walked  mth  Mary  into  another 
apartment.  **  Tlie  fair  ward  of  the  nncle  of 
the  famoos  ChodldeTicc,"  cried  the  Starost, 
'*'altboagh  married  to  one  of  the  richest  and 
most  powerful  lords  of  our  vast  kingdom  of 
PtJand,  deigns  still  to  preserve  a  gracious  re- 
membrance of  the  oiA  Mend  of  her  childhood  ! 
I  was  right  in  muntuning  that  she  has  an 
excellent  heart,  and  that  neither  grandeur  nor 
opulence  has  wrought  any  change  in  her,  for 
goodness  is  goodness  ever,  and  the  worthless 
are  at  all  times  bad.  Is  it  not  so,  dear 
niece?" 
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"  Undoabtedljr,  dear  ancle,  nature's  impres- 
sions are  indelible." 

"  Well !  know  then,  my  dear  Mary,  that  the 
Princess  Raduwill  invites  me  to  dinner,  st  two 
o'clock  precisely,  with  you  and  my  son." 

"  What  must  be  done,  uncle,  neither  Caumir 
DDT  I  can  go,  as  we  are  now  attired." 

'*  Wut,  wait  a  moment,  young  lady,  and  do  not 
forestal  tlie  judgment  of  men,  whose  age  has  given 
them  experience.  The  same  idea  struck  me  at 
«)ce,for  it  is  certain  that  ye  cannot  go  to  dine  with 
her  Highness  in  your  travelling  dresses.  Thus 
we  have  now  only  to  make  en  avulable  excuse  for 
you ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  open  your  casket 
and  furnish  me  with  writing  materials." 

Mary  opened  her  casket,  took  out  some 
paper,  pens,  ink,  and  sealing-wax,  and  laid  them 
upon  the  table. 

"  This  b  not  all,  Mary,  you  must  assist  me 
further  in  this  afbir,  for  as  you  write  so  fine  a 
hand,  I  will  dictate,  and  you  will  pen  the  answer 
to  the  Princess." 
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Maiy  seated  herself,  took  a  pea,  and  waited 
in  nlence ;  whilat  the  Colonel,  with  folded  arms, 
strode  up  and  down  the  apaTtment  with  an  air 
of  great  importance . 

"  Is  every  thing  ready  T'  asked  the  Starost. 

**  Yes,  dew  uncle." 

*'  Well  then,  write — 

<■  Kmno,  August  11,  1604. 

"  Joseph  Vauvicz,  of  the  arms  of  Labedz,* 
'*  Starost  of  Pilviszki,  Colonel  in  the  Cavah7, 
*'  Gtuen,  Polish  Nobleman,  domiciled  at 
'*  RavdaD,  in  the  Palatinate  of  Troki,  in  the 
"  district  of  Rosienie,  in  Samogitia,  has  just 
*'  had  the  honour  to  receive  a  letter  from  her 
"  Hi^ness,  the  very  iUustrious  and  honoured 
"  Princess  Sophia  Dorothy  Radziwill. 

"  Deeply  impressed  with  gratitude  for  her 
"  distinguished  kindness,  he  will  most  gladly 
"  pay  his  respectful  homage  to  her  Highness, 

*  Name  of  Um  ■niM  of  *  branch  of  tU*  hmll;. 
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**  at  tbe  ^({KHDted  hour:  hia  niece  and  son  will 
"  he  unable  to  accompany  him,  and  he  will 
*'  personally  explain  to  her  Highness  the  reason 
"  of  their  inability  to  accept  her  very  obliging 
"  invitation.'' 

'*  Read  it  agun ;  abore  all  pay  attention  to 
the  punctuation,  and  carefully  examine  each 
word,  child,  lest  any  error  in  the  orthography 
may  by  chance  have  escaped  you." 

"  Oh  1  no,  uncle,  you  may  rest  assured  that 
there  is  nothing  left,  that  requires  correction.'' 

The  Colonel  then  perused  it  in  his  turn. 
"  Veiy  well  I  exceedingly  well  I''  said  be,  "  I 
tlunk  your  writing  was  never  better." 

Maty  wrote  the  address  and  sealed  the 
letter.  The  Starost  transmitted  it  to  the  mes- 
senger. 

"  Win  your  Lordship  attend  in  conformity  with 
I  the  invitation  of  tbe  Princess." 

"  Yes,  I  shall  have  that  pleasure,"  replied 
Vasovicz. 
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<*  In  that  case,  I  have  orders  to  leave  the 
carriage  of  her  Highness  at  your  disposal, 
ColooeL" 

Vasorkz  then  requested  Casitnir  to  carry  a 
present  of  two  or  three  [neces  of  gold  to  the 
•emnts  of  the  Princess. 

Having  paid  every  poasiUe  attention  to  bu 
t(Mlet,andgirdedonhla  sabre,  he  besought  Mary 
to  arrange  his  moustaches,  and  departed. 

The  Princess  received  him  with  the  most 
cordial  benevolence,  and  introduced  him  to 
the  numerouB  and  brilliant  society  by  wluch 
die  was  surrounded. 

"  I  experience  much  pleasure  in  your  visit," 
said  the  Princess,  *'but  you  are  deserving, 
Colonel,  of  a  sli^t  reproach.  V^iy  have  you 
ib^otten  me  so  long?  ^^y  did  you  not  bring 
your  nien  and  your  eon  with  you  ?  I  should 
have  been  charmed  above  everything  to  see  the 
young  and  interesting  Mary,  whose  virtues  and 
beanty  are  the  theme  of  every  tongue  in 
Samt^Ua." 
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The  Starost  thanked  her  for  gracioos  remem- 
brances, excused  himself  in  the  best  manner 
he  could  for  hia  long  absence, — adding  "that 
as  Casimir  and  Mary  had  come  to  Kovno 
merely  for  a  few  hours,  and  did  not  expect  to 
enjoy  the  amiable  society  of  her  Highness,  he 
had  not  thought  it  proper  to  introduce  them  in 
their  travelling  dresses,  to  a  lady,  who  by  her 
qualiUes,  riches,  and  name,  holds  in  Poland  a 
rank  which  is  only  aurpassed  by  royalty." 

"  If  you  are  so  scrupulous,  I  will  cease  to 
inust,  but  on  conc^tlon  that  yon  will  not  refuse 
me  the  favour  of  your  niece's  prompt  visit  to 
my  palace  at  Wiina." 

"  That  would  be  a  great  happiness  for  her, 
and  I  do  not  doubt,  your  Highness,  but  that 
Mary  would  do  every  thing  in  her  power  to 
render  herself  worthy  of  the  great  interest  yoa 
are  pleased  to  take  in  her,  and  for  which  she  will 
personally  express  her  gratitude." 

At  the  sumptuous  dinner,  the  Colonel  was 
seated  at  the  side  of  the  Princess,  who  took 
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pleasure  in  recalling  to  his  mind  seTsral  early 
ncoUections,  amongat  them  her  habit  of  deno* 
nuna^Dg  him  the  young  papa.  There  were 
more  than  one  hundred  persons  at  table.  Tbe 
conTersation  began  to  turn  upon  the  -  different 
oecumnces  that  bad  token  place  at  the  fair. 

"Now  I  think  of  it.  Colonel,"  sud  the  Princess, 
*'  do  you  know  all  the  persons  in  your  nei{^- 
boiubood?" 

"  Yes,  yonr  Highness,  they  are  all  known 
to  me." 

**  llwD,  tell  me,  who  that  young  female  is, 
that  I  saw  this  morning  at  church,  whose  beauty 
attracted  my  most  lively  admiration.  She 
apprared  about  eighteen  yean  of  age :  her  hair 
is  extremely  daric,  and  her  deep-blue  eyes  are 
ezpiesaive  beyond  description;  her  dress  was 
neat  and  free  fram  all  affectation,  yet  her  pltun 
white  gown  became  her  marrelloasly ;  her  fea- 
tures were  regular  and  perfect.  I  never  beheld 
lineaments  so  completely  in  harmony.  What 
enchanted  me  most  in  the  divioe  creature  was 
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her  meekness,  her  gnceful  and  modest  look. 
She  was  resting  oa  the  arm  of  a  young  man, 
dark  in  complexion,  who  had  an  air  of  disdnction 
in  his  bearing,  and  who  appeared  to  manifest  the 
greatest  solicitude  in  making  way  for  her  through 
the  crowd.  Having  observed  the  ^tuation  in 
which  she  was  placed,  and  wishing  to  hare  the 
pleasure  of  a  nearer  view  of  her,  I  beckoned  to 
her  to  come  to  us,  and  the  gentleman  having 
withdrawn,  she  remained  for  a  few  minutes  under 
our  protection.  If  I  had  not  been  sure,  that 
your  niece  was  accompanied  by  you,  I  should- 
certainly  have  concluded  that  this  young  lady 
could  not  be  any  other  person  but  Mary." 

"  By  the  portraiture  your  Highness  has  p.vea 
of  her,"  replied  the  Colonel,  "  it  could  certainly 
be  no  other  person;  but  however  that  young 

stranger Would  your  Highness  oblige 

me  by  informing  me  what  became  of  her  subse- 
quently?^ 

"  I  was  leading  her  by  the  hand,  when  an 
elderly  gentlemui  perceived  her  and  took  her 
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from  US.  When  she  left  bs,  she  expraned  ber 
thanks,  and  dropped  a  moat  graciouB  cartsy." 

"  Tke  young  man  ttmt  vat  vHh  ber,"  said 
one  of  the  guests,  "  is  beyond  a  doubt  greatly 
attached  to  her,  for  during  the  mass  he  was 
constantly  at  ber  side :  I  am  mistaken  if  I  did 
not  see  them  exchange  a  few  Mendly  words." 

The  Starost  now  learned  from  eye-witnesses 
all  that  had  passed  between  the  young  stranger 
and  the  beantiftil  female  that  fonned  the  subject 
of  coDversaUon.  B^g  deeply  moved  and 
unable  to  contain  his  impa^enoe,  he  inquired  in 
a  loud  tone  <^  Ttnce,  whether  any  one  of  the 
company  could  teH  him  the  name  of  the  elderiy 
gontJeman,  who  afterwaids  gave  his  arm  to  the 
young  lady  in  qneation. 

"  Most  certainly,"  said  one  of  the  party,  "  it 
was  Talros^  your  neighbour,  and  one  of  your 
old  comrades." 

The  Colonel  bit  his  lip  and  was  silent. 

"  Well  I  does  this  solve  the  enigma,  which 
aiq>ean  to  puzzle  ytmV  said  the  Princess. 
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"  There  is  no  longer  any  doubt,  the  lady  la 
my  niece,  Mcuy  Barton." 

"  Your  niece,"  rejoined  the  Princess,  "  the 
daughter  of  tiiat  illustrious  ambassador,  who,  by 
his  influence  at  Constantinople,  preserved  our 
cherished  Poland  from  a  frightful  war  irith 
Turkey  ?" 

"  Yes,  the  daughter  of  Edward  Barton,  and 
Julia  Vasovicz,  my  own  sister." 

*<  And  do  you  possess  such  an  angel  in  your 
house,  without  bringing  her  forward  to  receive 
the  acknowledgments  of  your  country?  Do  you 
hide  from  view  the  precious  deposit  which  has 
so  strong  claims  to  our  gratitude  and  admiration. 
The  interest  which  I  from  the  first  moment 
conceived  for  that  heavenly  creature  is  now  in- 
creasing, since  I  have  learned  that  she  is  your 
niece,  and  the  daughter  of  tbe  generous  Barton. 
— I  am  certain,"  continued  the  Princess  empha- 
tically, "  that  if  you  should  merely  mention 
her  name  to  the  king,  she  would  be  loaded 
with  kindnesses,  and,  at  once  cherished  and 
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adored,  she  would  eclipse  all  the  ladies  of  the 
court." 

"  Yes,  to  stir  up  the  jealousy  and  wound  the 
self-loTe  of  numerous  intriguers,  who  would 
move  heaven  and  earth  to  calumniate,  disparage, 
and  ruin  her.  Believe  me,  your  Highness,  I 
have  more  than  once  maturely  reflected  upon 
this  point ;  for  I  am  a  tender  uncle,  and  the  con- 
fidence placed  in  me  by  my  deceased  sister  shall 
not  be  reposed  in  vun  :  I  would  wish  to  heap 
every  blessing  on  Mary's  head,  but  I  think  it  is 
dangerous  for  a  female  so  young  and  beautiful, 
and  above  all,  bereft  of  a  mother's  care,  to 
breathe  the  atmosphere  of  a  court  It  is  a 
slippery  path  in  which  tranquillity  hazards  its 
existence;  it  is  a  route  (Uametrically  opposite  to 
that  which  leads  to  happiness." 

"  You  reason  admirably,  I  allow,  but  I  cannot 
help  saying,  that  you  have  too  unfavourable  an 
opinion  of  the  court  and  its  dangers." 

"  'Fore  heaven  1  no  1  courts  have  Uieir  bright 
and  their  dark  «de,  like  all  sublunary  things. 
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A  female  vho  rises  so  high  above  others  by  her 
attractions,  despite  the  virtue  that  surrounds  the 
ihrone,  meets  with  more  enemies  than  geoeroiu 
hearts." 

"  Uat  if  your  principles  are  so  severe,  how 
happens  it,  my  worthy  Colonel,  that  you  left 
tills  invaluable  jewel,  this  your  deservedly 
cherished  niece,  quite  akme  and  unprotected  in 
the  middle  of  the  crowd,  with  a  young  man,  who 
is  neither  her  brother,  nor  a  relative  to  her,  nor 
her  intended,  but  a  stranger  to  yourself,  and  to 
us  all  r 

Thu  stroke  of  censure,  umed  with  so  much 
address,  could  not  be  easily  parried.  The 
Colonel,  notwithstanding  all  his  presence  of 
mind,  was  at  a  loss  for  a  reply,  for  he  could  not 
but  feel  that  he  partly  merited  this  reproach. 
He  endeavoured  however  to  defend  himself  to 
the  best  of  his  ability,  recounted  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  been  separated  from  her,  adding 
"  that  Mary,  naturally  kind  and  grateful,  had 
not  been  able  to  prevail  upon  herself  to  refiise 
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the  aim  of  a  stranger,  vho  besides  offered  it  to 
ber  with  so  much  politeness. 

*'This  young  stranger,"  said  tlie  Princess, 
'^iieconUng  to  what  I  hare  seen  and  beard, 
appears  no  stranger  to  her  heart  He  has  ob- 
tained, uDConsciouslyperiiaps,  the  prize  of  victory 
orer  all  the  admirers  which  may  have  presented 
themselTes,  or  may  faereafler  present  themselves, 
to  gain  the  band  of  your  niece." 

Perceiving  that  this  nettled  the  Colonel,  the 
Princess,  who  had  a  great  esteem  for  him, 
hastened  to  start  another  topic  of  conversation. 
But  Vasovicz  did  not  recover  bis  usual  guety, 
so  greatly  was  he  engrossed  with  the  thought  of 
what  he  had  heard,  and  so  mysterious,  strange, 
and  inexplicable  did  the  conduct  of  Mary,  at  all 
times  irank  and  ingenuous,  appear  to  him. 
Thus  he  was  not  displeased  when  the  dinner 
was  over ;  in  the  withdrawing  room  he  hoped  to 
be  better  able  to  dissemble  the  feelings  which 
agitated  him. 

TTie   society  began    gradually  to   diminish. 

TOL.  I.  K 
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Tlie  StarOBt  wishing  to  return  to  the  castle  on  the 
same  day,  and  impatient  to  clear  up  his  doubts 
as  soon  as  pos^ble,  was  going  to  take  his  leare, 
but  the  Princess  detuned  him  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  longer,  and  solicited  him  in  the  most  polite 
and  a^ctionate  terms,  not  to  forget  the  promise 
he  had  made  with  regard  to  Mary.  *■  I  long  to 
know  her,"  added  she,  in  conclusion,  "  she  is 
dear  to  me  for  several  reasons,  I  have  not  a 
daughter  myself.  I  will  be  a  mother  to  her, 
and  I  wish  she  may  love  me  as  dearly  as  I  love 
her  myself." 

The  Colonel  thanked  her  for  her  kindness, 
assured  her  that  she  might  reckon  upon  his 
promise,  and  retired  with  a  deep  sense  of 
gratitude. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

lUi  !•  motl  itraniie,  jroiir  hther'i  id  iome  puiloa 
That  work*  tUm  ttroiigl;. 

Bh  AXBSPa  AB  ■.— Tbk  pbst. 

Oh  arriviDg  at  the  inn,  Vasovicz  immediately 
proceeded  to  the  stable,  and  ordered  his  carriage. 
Gloom  was  seated  upon  his  brow,  when  he 
entered  the  room,  where  Casimir  and  Mary 
were  waiting  for  him. 

When  the  latter  perceived  tum,  she  ran,  ac- 
cording to  her  habitual  practice,  to  kiss  his 
hand.  She  was  smiling  witli  happiness— that 
amiable  artless  girl  1  for  the  hours  that  she 
passed  away  from  her  loved  uncle  appeared  to  her 
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sad  and  tedious.  Her  affectionate  greeting  met 
with  no  return ;  a  marked  coldness  characterised 
her  uncle's  look  and  manner:  the  unmeaning 
salutation  of  the  day  pronounced  drily  and 
abruptly,  was  the  only  answer  she  received. 

This  icy  reception  conveyed  a  chilling  sensa- 
tion to  Mary's  heart.  Nothing  so  much  discon- 
certs and  afflicts  a  warm  expansiye  soul,  as  an 
unexpected  change  in  the  manners  of  those, 
who,  with  unvarying  kindness,  have  been  at  all 
times  accustomed  to  welcome  us  with  joy  when 
we  meet  them. 

Overwhelmed  with  amazement,  and  unable 
to  (Uvine  the  motives  of  her  uncle's  frigidity  and 
harshness,  Mary  sorrowfully  withdrew  into  a 
comer  of  the  room. 

Casimir,  no  less  astounded  than  his  cousin, 
had  leaned  back  in  Us  chair,  not  daring  to  open 
his  mouth,  and  casting  his  eyes  stealthily,  now 
upon  Mary,  now  upon  his  father,  who  was 
pacing  the  apartment  with  a  dejected  mien,  and 
disordered  step;  sometimes  twirling  his  mous- 
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taches,  and  continuing  to  observe  the  profoundest 
silence. 

At  this  moment  Buczaka  came  in.  The 
Starost  asked  him,  in  a  grare  tone,  whether  he 
had  come  on  horseback,  or  in  his  carriage. 

"  In  ray  carriage,  Colonel." 

"  Well  then,  Major,  we  will  set  out  together 
^nc6  we  are  going  the  same  road." 

"  With  all  my  heart." 

"  I  have  a  favour  to  ask  you,  but  I  should 
perhaps  be  abusbg  your  complaisance." 

"  We  have  known  each  other  too  long,  Colonel, 
to  bandy  emptycompliments.  Put  me  not  to  the 
rack  of  vain  conjecture,  but  explun  at  once  the 
purport  of  your  wish,  or  I  am  off." 

"  Be  then  kind  enough  to  take  Jenny  into 
your  carriage,  for  I  am  anxious  to  have  a  pri- 
vate conversation  with  Casimir  and  Mary." 

At  these  words  Buczaka  looked  round  him, 
gave  his  arm  to  Jenny,  and  withdrew  without 
asking  for  any  esplanationa. 

The  Colonel  was  presently  apprised  that  the 
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carriage  was  at  the  door.  With  his  son  and 
niece  be  was  now  on  the  way  to  Ravdan. 

Tbey  had  already  gone  about  three  miles  from 
Komo,  and  not  a  word  had  been  uttered.  The 
Starost  maintained  his  eerioosnesB,  his  counte- 
nance was  stJII  darkly  clouded.  Casimir  wa* 
more  amazed  than  sad,  and  Mary  was  in  utter 
constemaUoD.  The  former  observing  that  his 
father's  feet  were  encumbered  by  a  box,  stooped 
to  remove  it. 

«  lliaDk  you.  Sir,"  sud  Vaaovicz,  '<  it  would 
be  much  better  for  you  to  pay  more  attention 
'  to  the  penon  confided  to  your  care,  than  to 
trouble  yourself  about  my  feet." 

Caumir  understood  the  drift  of  this  remark, 
but  refrained  from  answeriDg,  as  he  saw  that  his 
father  was  not  much  disposed  to  hear  excuses, 
and  be  hoped  that  the  tide  of  his  anger  would 
soon  be  upon  the  turn. 

Aftor  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  Casimir  wishing 
agun  to  sound  the  state  of  bis  fotlier*s  mind, 
and  desirous  of  putting  a  period  to  tlut  state 
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of  things,  and  above  all  for  his  coiuin's  sake,  ■ 
whose  sadness  began  to  afiect  him  deeply,  he 
directed  her  attendon  to  a  man  upon  the  road 
whose  costume  gave  him  the  appearance  of  a 
stranger. 

*'  Strangers,"  sEud  the  Colonel  abruptly,  — 
"  mere  strangers,  frequently  meet  with  greater 
consideration  from  some  females  than  their 
best  friends.  A  book  picked  up  and  handed  to 
them  sometimes  gains  greater  confidence  and 
more  attachment  than  eleyen  years  of  cares  and 


Mary  now  guessed  &e  motive  of  her  uncle's 
anger,  and  t&e  cause  of  hb  lowering  tempest : 
it  was  clear  to  her  that  some  eye-witness  had 
related  all  that  bad  taken  place  in  the  Church 
between  herself  and  the  young  stranger.  The 
cutting  sarcasm  of  Vasovicz  pierced  her  to  the 
heart.  She  grew  pale,  her  bosom  throbbed, 
and  she  appeared  to  suffer  the  more  acutely,  as 
she  had  now  begun  to  feel  the  first  warmth  of 
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.  that  lambent  flame,  which  was  soon  to  creep 
round  her  bosom. 

At  this  moment  the  rain  began  to  fall  heavily, 
and  the  Colonel  ordered  the  coachman  to  stop, 
and  to  close  the  caleche.  In  ridng  for  this 
purpose  he  overturned  his  watch,  which  was 
lying  on  the  seat.  Mary,  desirous  of  soothing 
her  uncle,  picked  it  up.  and  gave  it  to  him,  but 
when,  instead  of  thanking  her,  he  shcurtly  and 
gruffly  told  her  not  to  give  herself  so  much 
trouble,  witiiout  even  looking  at  her, .  her  beau- 
teous eyes  were  dimmed  with  tears,  and  the  big 
drops  ran  trickling  down  her  nan  cheeks. 

We  may  despise  the  ensnaring  captivatioos 
of  a  handsome  coquette;  we  may  disdun  a 
female,  who  appears  de^rous  of  commanding 
homage  by  an  ostentatious  consciousness  of  her 
charms,  but  is  there  a  man,  whose  soul  is  so 
benumbed,  so  withered,  as  not  to  feel  the 
warmth  of  sympathetic  emotion,  when  he  be- 
holds the  t«ars  in  beauty's  eye  ?   Anger  melts 
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away  before  weepiog  womftn,  as  the  anow  before 
the  noontide  sun.  Those  little  globules  of 
sorrow  trickling  down  those  lovely  cheeks,  are 
indeed  invested  with  a  miraculous  power,  rein- 
vigorating,  as  thej  sometimes  do,  even  those, 
in  whom  the  chill  apathy  of  age  mi^t  have 
appeared  to  have  blunted  for  ever  that'tender 
pasdon,  which  youth  naturally  experiences  for 
the  furer  half  of  the  human  race. 

Casimir,  beholding  his  cousin  in  tears,  took 
hold  of  one  of  her  hands  and  bore  it  to  his 
lips.  He  continued  gazing  upon  her  with  deep 
compassion,  whilst  the  Colonel,  casting  his 
eyes  over  the  wide  fields  of  millet,  through 
which  the  road  lay,  little  suspected  the  mute 
scene,  in  which  the  two  cousins  were  the  actors. 

The  carriage  was  now  obliged  to  be  stopped 
at  an  ill  constructed  bridge,  (»i  which  two 
waggons  obstructed  the  way.  The  Starost,  in 
turning  to  give  some  injunctions  to  the  driver, 
perceived  the  tears  of  his  niece.  Feigning  not 
to  know  the  cause  of  her  sorrow,  he  asked  her 
K  2 
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in  a  geaUe  voice,  what  it  was  that  afflicted  her. 
She  made  no  reply,  but  began  to  Bob  aloud. 

"  Come,  child,  let  not  your  little  incon^aten- 
cies  thus  distress  you.  But  why  did  you  not 
communicate  to  me  your  adventure  with  the 
stranger  ?  Why  leave  others  to  impart  to  me> 
^hat  you  should  have  been  the  first  to  make 
known  to  me  younelf?  Have  I  forfeited  all 
claim  to  your  confidence  ?  Am  I  no  longer 
bound  to  you  by  any  tie  ?" 

He  then  mentioned  all  that  he  had  learned  at 
the  table  of  the  FriocesB. 

Maiy  confessed  her  error,  adding,  that  in  the 
dilemma  in  iriiich  she  was  placed,  she  could 
not  well  do  otherwise  than  accept  the  gentleman's 
arm. 

"  But,  diild,  tJus  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
prayer-book  that  you  let  fall,  as  if  designedly, 
that  it  nug^t  be  picked  up  for  you,  nor  with  those 
looks  which  were  interchanged  between  you  and 
the  stranger." 

"  I  intended  to  acquunt  you  with  all  this ; 
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I  was  only  waiting  for  a  favourable  opportunity^ 
but  the  coldness  of  your  manner,  when  you 
entered  the  inn  so  much  lUBConcerted  me,  that 
I  dared  not  say  a  word.  I  little  imagined  that 
a  matter  bo  insignificant  in  my  own  opinion 
would  have  made  you  so  angry.  Bendes,  I  am 
but  little  acquainted  with  the  world :  I  am  an 
orphan,  and  have  no  mother  to  counsel  and 
guide  me.  If  I  have  been  in  the  wrong,  I 
crave  your  pardon,  my  dear  uncle,"  sud  the 
innocent  girl,  respectiully  kissing  his  hand. 

The  word  orphan  at  once  found  its  way  to 
the  heart  of  the  good  Starost. 

"  Well!  I  shall  think  no  more  about  it:  I 
am  no  longer  angry  with  you,  but  henceforth  do 
not  conceal  any  thing  from  me :  I  am  approach- 
ing to  the  winter  of  my  days — you  are  in  the 
Terual  season  of  yours :  and  then  I  call  heaven 
to  witness  that  from  the  moment,  when  you 
crossed  the  threshold  of  my  door,  I  hare  con- 
BtanUy  thought  of  the  means  of  rendering  your 
hsfi{»neS8  lasting  and  substantial." 


c.y  Google 


■il*  THE  POLES  IN 

"  I  have  ever  appreciated,  my  dear  uncle, 
the  kindness  of  your  heart,  and  tbe  tender 
solicitude,  which  you  hare  sbevn  me.  I  should 
indeed  be  moat  ungrateful,  if  1  could  ever 
entertain  any  other  sentiments  but  those  of  the 
sincerest  gratitude  towards  my  benefactor." 

These  words  of  Mary  aSected  the  Colonel, 
who  reproaching  lumself  for  haying  given  her 
so  much  pain,  exhausted  the  scanty  remains  of 
his  anger  upon  Casimir,  whom  he  rebuked  for 
having  abandoned  his  cousin  in  the  crowd,  and 
caused  by  his  thoughtlessness  all  the  sorrow, 
which  had  just  filled  her  heart. 

Mary,  in  a  soft  winning  tone  of  reustless 
sweetness,  interceded  in  behalf  of  Casimir,  and 
peace  was  now  restored.  The  Colonel  now 
fondly  caressed  her,  wiped  away  her  tears,  re- 
quested Caumir  to  beg  her  pardon  for  hu 
imprudence,  which  be  did,  affectionately  pressing 
her  hand  in  his  own. 

*'  Now  listen,  my  dear  Mary,"  said  the 
Colonel,  **  I  have  heard  that  the  stranger  bad 
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a  manly  and  distinguished  appearance;  I  vill 
endeavour  to  become  acquainted  with  him.  If 
be  b  an  honourable  gentleman,  if  I  find  that 
hfl  is  endowed  with  a  noble  and  generous  soul, 
— with  qualities  which  deserve  your  affectjon, 
and  eotdtle  him  to  aspire  to  this  litUe  whitei 
delicate,  velvet  hand,  then  toll  me,"  continued 
Vasovicz,  giving  her  a  slight  tap  on  the  cheek, 
"  tell  me  frankly,  what  you  would  have  me  do  ? 

— You  are  silent Would  it  not  be  proper 

for  me  to  bring  him  to  the  Castle  to  celebrate 
your  betrothal,  that,  old  as  I  am,  I  may  agun 
dance  a  mazurka  and  drink  a  glass  of  the  racy 
wine  of  Spain,  to  the  health  of  the  betrothed  i* 
Hiis  is  not  a  bad  idea ;  what  say  you,  ha  ? — 
Omie  tell  me." 

"  But,  uncle,"  replied  Mary,  with  cheeks 
suffused  with  crimson,  "  I  do  uot  yet  think  of 
marriage." 

"  From  the  beginning  of  the  world,"  replied 
the  Colonel,  "  to  the  present  ^me,  woman  has 
nerer  changed.    A  woman  and  a  secret  are  two 
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Uiings  that  have  as  much  antipathy  for  eadi 
other  as  fire  and  vater. — As  for  the  secrets  of 
others — it  is  posuble  that  the^  may  keep  these, 

bat  their  own the  most  unsophisticated 

amongst  them,  will  keep  them  more  snugly  than 
the  shrewdest  diplomatist.  What  do  you  say  to 
that,  Casimir  ?" 

"I  am  too  youn^  father,  to  ventare  an 
opinion  upon  the  matter," 

"  By  my  troth  I  fine  candour  indeed !  At 
your  age,  I  was  not  so  innocent  of  such  know- 
ledge." 

Like  the  effiilgence  of  sunshine,  when  the 
storm-clouds  have  been  swept  from  the  sky, 
g^ety  once  more  beamed  is  the  eyes  of  our 
three  travellers.  It  was  very  late  irtien  they 
reached  the  castle.  Mary  retired  to  rest.  The 
StaroBt  and  Bucsaka  talked  of  their  ancient 
prowess  over  a  few  glasses  of  Tokay. 
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CHAPTER  XIL 

Whek  Maty  was  alfRMt  she  letmced  the 
various  inddenta  of  that  day,  which  was  destined 
to  exercise  so  great  an  inflaence  upon  her  future 
life.  Deeply  penetrated  with  a  sense  of  the 
strong  afiectioo  just  manifested  by  her  uncle, 
she  reproached  herself  with  not  having  acted 
towards  him  with  her  usual  frankness.  Her 
tbou^ts  then  reveited  to  the  stnuiger,  whose 
image  was  inddibly  imprinted  on  her  mind. 

"  Gradous  hearen,"  said  she,  "  bow  sad,  yet 
how  noble  in  t^ipearance  t  how  warm,  how 
ardent  an  interest  he  seemed  to  take  in  me  I 
He  is  an  orphan  too,  and  periups  alone  in  the 
woiid  1 — Perhaps  his  heart  is  a  prey  to  sufferings 
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from  mbfortune.  Oh  !  that  my  pity  could  instil 
balm  into  the  wounds  with  which  it  is  afflicted  ! 
Would  that  I  were  his  sbter,  or  bis  friend,  to 
chase  away  the  clouds  of  sadness  that  darken  his 
brow  !" 

Melaodioly  and  meditative  natures  are  en- 
dowed with  finer  sensibilities  than  any  other ; 
they  are  more  susceptible  of  soft  impresdons,  but 
are  calculated  to  inspire  rather  than  experience 
lore.  Gaiety  may  delight  and  charm  us,  but  it 
is  powerless  to  lay  the  foundation  of  that  confi- 
dence, that  free  expansion  of  the  soul,  which 
kindles  the  sparks  of  love  and  fans  them  into  a 
flame. 

The  nature  of  Mary  seemed  to  harmonise 
with  that  of  the  young  stranger, — he  was  an 
an  orphan  like  heraelf, — they  seemed  drawn 
to  each  other  by  those  master  sympathies,  that 
are  suddenly  awakened  by  some  indescribable, 
some  inexplicable  influence — no  wonder  then 
that  Mary,  perturbed  by  the  crowd  of  images 
that  flitted  across  her  brain,  was  unable  to  close 
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her  eyes  in  sweet  repose — it  was  the  dawn  ere 
her  wearied  faculties  sunk  into  a  brief  and  fitfiil 
slnmber.  When  she  came  down,  she  appeared 
wan  and  dejected  ;  her  uncle  fiuled  not  to  attri- 
bute her  appearance  to  the  displeasure  he  had 
^own  to  her  on  the  preceding  erening.  Being 
anxious  to  remove  every  trace  of  sorrow  from  her 
heart,  he  returned  her  morning  salutation  in  the 
warmest  and  most  afiectionate  manner,  inquired 
repeatedly  after  her  health,  and  proposed  to  her 
a  long  excursion  on  horseback)  to  his  forest- 
keeper's  lodge  at  Grabiniec,  As  she  appeared  to 
hail  this  proposal  with  joy,  the  Colonel  gave 
orders  for  the  necessary  preparadocs. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  horses  were  saddled  and 
led  up  to  the  hall-door.  The  Starost  in  the 
mean  time,  had  got  ready  his  fowling-piece  with 
his  pistols  and  his  couteau-de-chosse  or  hanger, 
he  carefully  examined  these  various  instruments 
to  see  that  they  were  in  good  order. 

All  had  mounted  their  horses,  and  were  on 
the  point  of  starting,  when  the  son  of  the  forest- 
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keeper,  came  up  with  several  head  of  game,  in 
both  hia  hands. 

"  Ah  I  is  it  you,  my  boy  T  excelleDt  indeed  t 
well,  what  news  do  you  bring  V 

"  I  merely  come  to  bring  Bome  game,  and  to 
inform  your  lordship,  that  a  gentleman  just 
arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  has  been  killing  us 
two  packs  of  Black  Cocks." 

"  What  I  's  death  I  in  my  forest,  without  my 
permisuoD." 

"Not  exactly  in  our  forest,  my  lord,  the 
birds  rose,  to  be  sure,  in  our  preserves,  but  they 
settled  beyond  our  boundary,  and  there  they 
were  all  killed." 

"lliiB  puts  a  new  feature  upon  the  case; 
every  gentleman  has  a  right  to  shoot  the  game 
that  settles  in  his  own  preserves." 

The  boy  was  running  his  hand  through  his 
flaxen  locks,  apparently  taxing  his  brun  for  the 
delivery  of  some  other  message,  but  the  Colonel 
interrupted  him  before  he  conld    collect  bis 
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"  Did  you  come  oa  foot  or  on  horaaback  ?' 

"  On  foot,  my  lord." 

**  Well  tben ;  go  qoickly  to  the  stable  and 
tell  them  to  ^re  you  a  light  cart,  and  a  pur  of 
good  hones.  You  will  take  some  provisioQS,  and 
the  coc^  will  accompany  you  with  the  utennls 
ahe  requires, — you  will  take  the  shortest  road 
home,  and  tell  your  &ther  Uiat  we  intend  to 
spend  a  day  or  two  with  him.  Make  haste,  for 
we  are  going  tdf  immediately." 

The  boy  made  in  ai^waid  obeisance,  and 
went  running  away  to  execute  his  emnd. 

Ilia  ColcMiel  and  his  son,  together  with  Mary 
and  her  bvouiite  Jenny,  formed  the  centre  of 
the  caralcade,  and  Mucha,  well  armed,  formed 
the  vanguard,  mth  orders  to  keep  lumself 
within  view  so  as  to  gire  timely  warning 
of  any  dangerous  animals,  such  as  mad-dogs, 
(for  the  weather  was  extremely  hot,  and  some 
had  been  wen  in  the  neighbourhood),  or  beats 
and  woWes,  <»  perchance  some  bulls,  which 
sometimes  attacked  persons,  whose  dress  might 
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be  of  vivid  colours.  Two  other  horsemen, 
equally  well  armed,  composed  the  rear-guard 
and  had  received  similar  instructions. 

The  Colonel  was  delighted  thus  to  display  his 
tacUcB,  and  to  flatter  himself  with  any  semblance 
of  military  array. 

The  cavalcade  proceeded  slowly  down  the 
brow  of  the  eminence ;  the  road  then  winded 
along  the  margin  of  the  lake,  but  they  soon 
diverged  off  to  the  left,  into  a  less  beaten  track 
through  a  bushy  thicket.  The  brushwood  from 
time  to  time  impeded  their  rapid  progress ;  the 
difficulties  however  were  but  slight,  and  only 
served  to  increase  the  general  guety. 

The  good  Starost  was  enchanted  to  see  Casi- 
mir  and  Jenny  in  so  mirtliful  a  mood,  and  drew 
lately  upon  his  imagination  and  memory  for 
tales  of  wit  and  laughter ;  even  the  meditative 
features  of  Mary  were  brightened  with  repeated 
smiles. 

Tliey  were  advancing  at  a  gentle  trot,  and 
sufficiently  near  each  other  to  maintun  a  prompt 
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communication,  and  they  had  already  proceeded 
a  considerable  distance  from  the  lake,  which, 
through  a  long  vista  of  foliage,  still  alTorded  a 
view  of  its  silvery  mirror,  when  they  halted  near 
a  small  meadow  in  front  of  a  fisherman's  hut. 
After  banng  rested  themselves  and  given  a  little 
fresh  hay  to  their  horses,  they  resumed  their 
journey.  They  had  now  to  pass  through  a 
forest ;  the  narrow  path  into  which  they  plunged 
was  overbitng  and  obstructed  at  places,  by 
gnarled  and  tangled  branches,  and  at  intervals, 
afforded  barely  suffident  room  for  one  rider 
abreast.  Mary  was  carefully  placed  in  the 
centre. 

After  the  lapse  of  two  hours,  they  entered  a 
darksome  forest  of  aged  firs.  The  travellers 
observed  a  solemn  silence,  in  harmony  with 
the  gloominess  created  by  the  huge  deep-green 
pyramids  towering  above  them ;  and  reflexions, 
such  as  were  inspired  by  one  of  the  most  sombre 
scenes  of  solitary  nature,  pervaded  the  breast  of 
each  individual. 
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All  at  once,  in  a  winding  path,  that  ran 
beside  a  bubbling  brook,  all  the  hones  began  to 
rear  and  prance. 

"  What  ia  the  meaning  of  this  T  cried  the 
Colonel  to  the  Cossack,  and  taking  hold  of  hii 
gun,  whilst  Caumir  and  the  horsemen,  likewise 
seized  tbeir  arms,  "  can  it  be  a  wolf  or  an^  other 
fierce  animal  ?" 

"I  see  nothing,"  replied  Mucha. 

<*  It  is  astonishing,"  added  Vasovicz,  casting 
his  ejres  around  him;  '*  our  horses,  however,  must 
have  perceived  some  wild  beast." 

At  the  same  moment  Mary  pointed  out  to 
her  uncle  the  recent  footmarks  of  a  wild 
animaL 

**  It  is  a  bear,"  replied  the  Colonel,  *'  and 
's  blood  1  of  monstrous  size  ;  it  cannot  be  far 
from  us,  bat  there  is  no  danger,  my  dear  nieo^ 
our  party  is  numerous,  and  we  ore  all  well 
armed." 

He  had  hardly  uttered  these  words,  when 
Mary,  pale  and  trembling,  caught  nde  of  a  huge 
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bear,  only  a  few  paces  distaoL  Tlie  animal  was 
slowly  waUdog  away,  followed  by  ber  three  cubs : 
■he  now  and  then  caat  a  scowlmg  look  behind, 
and  continued  to  send  forth  a  low  warning 
growl,  in  token  of  ber  detennination  to  defend 
her  of&pring  in  case  of  attack.  Canmir  and  the 
Cossack  had  their  pieces  levelled  at  the  beast 
•'  Do  not  lire,  in  the  name  of  heaven  t  do  not 
fire,"  cried  Vaeovicz.  "  You  would  terrify  our 
horses  with  additional  alarm ;  and  we  have  even 
now  a  difficulty  in  reining  diem ;  the  report  of 
car  fire-arms,  notwithstanding  all  our  equestrian 
ddll,  might  subject  us  to  some  serious  accident, 
in  tiiB  middle  of  this  forest." 

The  pieces  were  lowered  in  obedience  to  bis 
loud  command ;  in  proportion,  as  the  bear 
moved  sullenly  away,  the  fears  of  Mary  and 
Jenny  began  gradually  to  subside,  and,  as  it 
commonly  happens,  when  danger  b  past,  appre- 
henuoD  and  affiright  were  succeeded  by  joy  and 
laughter. 

Having  proceeded  for  some  time  beneath  the 
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dark  canopy  of  the  pines,  they  came  out  upon 
a  mde  and  beaten  track.  The  barking  of  dogs, 
and  a  wreath  of  smoke,  which  was  visible  at  the 
extremity  of  a  long  and  broad  glade,  told  that  a 
dwelling  was  at  hand.  They  were  now  within 
two  gun-ahots  of  the  forester's  abode.  They 
crossed  a  narrow  bridge  bestriding  a  limpid  rill, 
that  drew  a  line  of  silvery  refulgence  across  an 
emerald  mead  with  picturesque  and  romantic 
huts  at  different  situations  around. 

Tlie  cavalcade  was  now  met  by  several  men 
armed  with  fowling  pieces,  that  were  following 
the  forester  at  a  rapid  pace.  The  forester  stop- 
ped and  made  his  humble  greeting  to  hb  lord. 

"  Good  morning,  my  friend ; — good  morning, 
my  men,"  said  Vasovicz,  "  I  do  not  ask  you 
what  news  you  have, — I  suppose  you  are  very 
well  aware  that  the  bears  have  begun  to  prowl 
round  your  dwelling :  they  are  disagreeable 
travellers  to  meet  with  upon  the  road,  but  we 
shall  soon  find  means  to  put  a  stop  to  tJieir 
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tambles."  He  then  related  hi*  meeting  with 
the  bear. 

"  I  had  sent  m^  son  to  your  Lordship  to  make 
known  at  ^e  Castle  that  the  animal  had  made 
its  appearance  in  our  forest ;  but  it  aeems  that 
he  foi^  that  port  of  his  message.  As  I  knew 
that  the  beast  sometimes  haunts  the  parts  through 
which  you  were  coming,  I  hastened  hither  with 
a  few  attendants  to  prevent  accidents." 

"  I  commeod  your  zeal,"  replied  the  Colonel, 
"  and  your  son  is  free  from  blame,  for  I  myself 
cut  him  short,  when  he  was  about  to  make  some 
communication  to  me.  Do  not  believe,  my 
good  Michael,  that  an  old  soldier  would  have 
had  the  imprudence  to  involve  himself  without 
[Koper  precautions  in  a  forest,  frequented  by 
noxious  animalfl;  we  were  well  provided  nfitb 
arms  and  ammunition ;  and,  in  good  sooth,  if 
my  niece  and  Jenny  had  not  been  with  us,  and 
I  had  not  feared  their  horses  might  take  fright 
by  the  report  of  our  pieces,  the  rencontre  would 
have  ended  badly  for  Bruin." 

VOL.    I.  h 
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Michael  dismissed  a  part  of  his  followers,  and 
walked  in  front  of  the  party  to  his  dwelling,  in 
which  every  preparation  had  been  made  for  the 
reception  of  the  guests.  His  wife  and  son 
assisted  Mary  and  Jenny  to  alight  from  their 
steeds,  and  escorted  them  into  the  cottage,  where 
several  chubby-&iced  children  were  soon  grouped 
around  the  former,  receiving  her  fond  kisses 
and  expanding  their  ruddy  healthful  visage* 
with  joy. 

During  the  lunt^,  the  Colonel  had  to  listen 
to  lengthened  and  various  details  relative  to  the 
haunts,  the  kind,  and  quantity  of  the  game  in 
his  demesne,  and  then  to  several  particulars, 
concerning  a  young  officer  who  had  lately  come 
into  the  neighbourhood,  and  who  appeared  to 
be  in  high  brour  with  the  forester. 

<'  What  is  his  name  ?"  said  Vasovicz. 

' '  In'  truth,  I  should  be  very  much  puzzled  .16 
satisfy  your  Lotdship  on  that  head.  I  have'  not 
yet  learned  his  name,  just  is  it  known  to  any  of 
the  nei^bonrs." 
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**  Hb  ai^teors  to  have  guned  yoar  good 
gncn." 

"  Not  without  good  reason,  my  Lord ;  first, 
because  lie  saved  the  life  of  m;^  poor  little  boy, 
by  kUling  a  mad  dog  that  was  going  to  spring 
upon  the  poor  little  fellow ;  and  then  he  appears 
obliging  to  every  body.  I  see  him  sometimes 
in  my  rounds,  aud  in  my  whole  life-time,  I 
have  never  seen  a  better  shot — he  never  misses. 
To  say  nothing  of  the  two  packs  of  black  cocks 
which  he  destroyed  in  two  days;  no  longer  ago 
than  yesterday,  we  fell  in  with  some  wild-ducks 
and  some  snipes,  and  then  with  some  partridges 
that  had  already  smelt  powder ;  well  1  what  do 
you  tlunk,  my  Lord  ?  not  a  wild-duck,  nor  a 
snipe,  nor  a  poor  partridge  esc^ed  lum." 

"  Is  he  ^till  in  the  service  ?" 

"  It  appears  that  he  is,  and,  upon  my  faith  I 
he  must  be  a  noble  fellow  in  a  soldier's  dress  t 
—armed  and  mounted  too,  how  grand  he  must 
appear !  He  rides  a  sfdendid  white  chai^r 
that  has  a  spice  of  the  devil  in  him,  I  think  for 
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he  bounds  over  hedge  and  ditch  like'a  hunted 
lund  with  a  pack  of  hounds  at  her  heels ;  and  I 
would  bet  two  pounds  of  the  best  powder  to  be 
bought  in  the  fair  of  Kovno,  that  there  is  not  in 
all  Lithuania  a  horse  (with  the  exception  of 
your  Lordship's  Falcon)  that  would  be  capable  of 
coining  at  all  near  him  in  a  race." 

"Why,  mj  good  Michael,  you  e»ntc  my 
curiosity  amazingly !  By  the  mass  !  I  idiould 
be  delighted  to  make  the  young  man's  acquain- 
tance." 

"  That  would  be  very  easy  for  your  Lordship 
to  do ;  he  asked  me  for  permission  to  shoot  on 
your  grounds ;  although  he  frequently  gives  me 
nearly  all  the  game  he  has  killed,  and  is  to 
join  his  regiment  in  Livonia  in  two  months,  yet, 
as  a  fiuthful  servant,  I  told  lum  that  I  could  give 
him  no  answer,  till  I  had  spoken  to  your  Lord- 
ship. He  wanted  to  give  me  a  note  for  you, 
upon  the  subject;  but  he  afterwards  thouf^t  it 
better,  as  he  was  a  military  man,  like  your  Lord- 
ship, and  a  newHiomer  bendes  into  these  parts, 


c.y  Google 


TUB  SETENTBBNTH  CENTUBT.     221 

to  introduce  himself  to  you,  and  personally  solicit 
that  favour  irom  you.  The  day  before  yesterday 
be  was  to  have  made  his  call  at  RavdaQ." 

"  It  is  very  extraordinary,  that  I  have  not 
been  apprised  that  some  one  called  during  my 
absence  ;  did  not  any  of  you  hear  of  his  coming, 
ha !  Jenny l" 

"  Not  a  word,  my  Lord,"  answered  Jenny. 

The  groom  being  asked  in  his  turn,  declared, 
that  on  tbe  day  of  the  fair  at  Kotuo,  some 
minates  ailer  the  departure  of  his  master ;  s 
youngish  gentleman,  in  uniform,  having  with 
him,  an  enormous  dog,  and  a  servant  as  black 
at  coal,  drew  up  his  carriage  at  the  inn,  and 
expressed  his  intention  of  calling  at  the  Castle ; 
but,  having  heard  that  no  one  was  at  home,  he 
went  away,  with  a  determination  to  defer  hb 
visit  till  the  end  of  the  week. 

The  groom  likewise  declared,  that  the  villagers 
had  since  done  nothing  else  but  talk  about  the 
stranger,  particularly  on  account  of  bis  black 
Bervant,  whose  appearance   had  given  rise  to 
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endless  conjectures,  and  Madame  Snanka, 
having  looked  upon  this  matter  as  betokening 
much  ill-luck,  had  expressly  forbidden  him  to 
mention  it  to  bis  Lordship,  and  above  all,  to  his 
young  mistress. 

*'  A  droll  story,  indeed '"  replied  the  Starost : 
"  Hut  poor  Snarska  is  certunly  an  excellent 
woman  at  heart,  but  she  will  never  get  the  better, 
it  seems,  of  bar  supeistitious  foDies.  Do  you 
diiok,  Michael,  Ihe  yoong  man  you  have  seen, 
is  a  military  man  T' 

"  llwra  is  not  the  least  doubt  <^  it,"  answered 
tfae  forester,  "  I  have  seen  him  also  with  tlie 
same  large  dag,  and  the  Negro." 

*■  This  being  the  case,  yoa  will  acquaint  him 
that  I  am  much  concerned,  that  I  was  haai 
borne  the  day  before  yesterday ;  and  that  having 
been  informed  of  his  kind  intention  to  hononr 
me  with  a  call,— I  b^  the  pleasure  of  bis  com- 
pany to  join  a  shooting  party — this  very  day,  if 
he  pleases,  for  we,  brethren  in  arms,  ^^o  wear 
swords    in    defence   of  our  common  country) 
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should  dispense  with  empty  ceremony  snd  idle 
etiquette,  which  may  do  very  well  for  the 
fashionable  old  ladies  at  Warsaw." 

"  I  tlunk  he  will  hardly  have  returned,  for  he 
had  promised  to  take  a  turn  with  me  in  the 
adjoining  forest:  I  have  received  no  message 
from  btm,  and  I  know,  by  experience,  that  he 
is  a  man  of  his  word." 

**  If  that  be  the  case,  then  our  acquaintance 
wiU  not  be  made  for  some  days. — I  am  quite 
impatient  to  see  this  determined  ^rtsman, 
and  to  be  able  to  judge  by  my  own  eyes,  whether 
he  has  a  horse  capable  of  riralling  Falcon." 

After  a  long  hesitaUon,  Mary  ventured  to  ask 
the  forester, :  in  a  timid  tone  of  voice,  whether 
the  yoscg  officer  had  light  or  brown  hair, 
**  Dark  brown,"  reined  the  forester  aloud. 
*<  Ah  <  ah  I  excellent  indeed  I  an  interesting 
queatioa,  forsooth  I"  said  the  Colonel,  who  was 
fully  awake  to  the  purport  of  the  inquiry. 

The  colour  .mantled  in  the  cheeks  of  Mary : 
her  uncle  perceived  her  confusion,  and,  to  give 
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her  an  opportunity  of  dissembling,  he  directed 
her  attention  to  some  object  visible  through  the 
casement. 

As  the  day  was  wet,  and  by  no  means  favoui^ 
able  for  the  sports  of  the  field,  the  Starost, 
having  it  in  view  to  return  to  Ravdan  on  the 
morrow,  asked  Mary,  whether  she  would  go 
home  in  a  carriage  or  on  horseback. 

"  I  will  do  exactly  as  you  please,  dear  uncle," 
answered  Mary;  "on  every  occasion,  I  should 
irish  to  conform  to  your  will  and  pleasure." 

'*  What  do  you  think  of  that  reply,  Casimir  f" 
said  the  Colonel ;  "  is  not  such  a  niece  a  real 
treasure?" 

*'  It  is  true,"  replied  Caumir,  "  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  meet  with  any  one  more  vnlling,  than 
my  dear  cousin,  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  her  own 
wishes,  that  she  may  comply  with  those  of  her 
friends,  when  her  sex  and  her  beauty  would 
entitle  her  to  imperious  sway." 

"  Bravo!  my  son,  bravo!  you  are  better 
versed  tiian  I  thought^  in  turning  coroplimenta  ; 
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go  on  and  prosper,  for  the  fiiir  sex,  without 
exception,  love  the  incense  of  praise  and  flattery ; 
they  will  be  grateM  for  your  homBge,  whether 
they  deure  it  or  not,  were  it  only  to  morti'fy 
their  rivals,  and  to  shew  that  they  have  adorers  i 
no  matter,  whether  feigned  or  real.  But  with 
regard  to  Mary,  our  dear  Mary,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  flatter  her,  for  whatever  encomiunu 
are  bestowed  upon  her,  they  can  never  reach  the 
reality," 

Mary,  who  was  at  first  a  little  embarrassed  by 
these  remarks,  replied  that  if  her  uncle  would 
permit  her  to  pronounce  her  own  opinion  upon 
the  matter  ;i — she  could,  with  difficulty,  esteem 
any  man  capable  of  descending  to  falsities  or 
exaggerations,  but  that  she  would  readily  pardon 
the  infatuation  of  any  one,  who  in  the  hyperbole 
of  his  eulo^ums,  should  really  believe  and  fully 
persuade  himself  that  he  was  uttering  the  truth. 

"  Inform  me,  now,"  rejoined  the  Starost,  who 
in  his  good  humour,  was  charmed  to  carry  on  this 
conversation,  "  inform  roe,  how  the  happy 
L  2 
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mortal  destined  to  subdue  your  heart,  must  apfJy 
himself  to  the  delectable  task." 

"  Tke  happy  mortal,"  replied  Maty,  with  a 
smile,  "  must  prove  by  his  conduct  and  not  by 
his  words,  the  attachment  which  he  bears  me." 

"  Excellent,  most  excellent !  We  shall  see 
whether  you  will  at  all  times  have  the  same 
claims  for  approval  in  the  rules  you  may  pre- 
.  scribe." 


c.y  Google 


THB  SETEKTBBNTH  CENTURY. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

So  itanil*  the  Tfandao  hncumu  with  hii  ip«W, 
Foil  la  the  (^pandbape*  the  hunted  bear  : 
And  thlnki,  here  coma  1117  mortal  enem  j, 
And  either  he  mut  thU  In  fight  or  I. 

PjILAMOIT  and   itXTTM. 

Ok  the  foUowiag  moming,  Marj,  Canmir, 
and  Jenny  retained  on  hwseba^  to  the  Castle, 
whilst  the  Colonel,  impatient  to  become  ac- 
quainted wiUi  bis  new  neighbour,  resolved  to 
reniUD  a  few  days  at  tlte  forester's  to  pursue  the 
pleasures  of  the  field. 

At  the  peep  of  dawn,  Vasovicx  was  already 
afoot,  with  lus  fowling-piece  over  his  shoulder, 
and  his  game-pouch  at  his  side.  The  forester, 
and  lereral  others  were  his  companions. 
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The  topmost  arch  of  the  sun's  broad  disk  was 
just  peering  over  the  distant  line  of  dark  blue 
foliage  that  formed  the  horizon.  The  sylvan 
songsters  were  hailing  his  return,  each  in  his 
varied  note.  Ilie  dew-drops  hung  quivering  on 
the  gossamer-webs,  that  crossed  the  sportsmen's 
path.  The  purple  heath,  and  the  wild  flowers, 
dipped  in  nature's  choicest  dyes,  were  exhaling 
a  grateful  perfume,  which,  mingled  with  the 
pure  fresh  atmosphere  of  morning,  gives  a  value 
and  a  charm  to  eariy  exercise,  while  it  revives 
and  quickens  our  intellectual  and  physical 
iacultiea. 

When  the  Starost  and  his  party  had  walked 
about  half  an  hour,  they  went  along  a  small 
brook.  The  dogs  suddenly  dropped  into  a  low 
crouch,  then  with  stealthy  step*  and  out- 
stretched nose,  crept  a  few  paces  on,  and  at 
length  came  to  a  dead  set.  Several  young 
woodcocks  took  wing,  of  which  some  were  killed,. 
The  sport  continued  good  for  four  hours,  when 
the  Starost,  contented  with  the  quantity  of  game 
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that  had  been  Jaogged,  aad  overconie  by  the 
heat,  halted  oa  the  verge  of  a  cool  and  lnn[nd 
spriiig.  They  all  seated  themselves  upon  the 
matted  heath,  and  refreshed  themselves  with  the 
proriraona  they  had  brought. 

When  the  keen  edge  of  their  appetites  had 
been  blunted,  "  Well,  Michael,"  said  Vasovicz, 
"is  not  our  neighbour  yet  returned?  I  most 
positively  see  him  to-day  or  to-ntorrov." 

A  messenger  was  now  despatched  to  inform 
him,  that  he  was  at  full  liberty  to  sport  in  the 
demesne  of  Ravdan,  and  to  invite  him  to  a  place 
of  rendezvous. 

.  The  Colonel  now  asked  the  forester,  whether 
the  young  c^cer  hod  a  good  sporUng-dog. 

"  A  good  dog  !  aye,  marry,  has  he ;  I  was 
speaking  yesterday  of  his  horse,  and  I  would 
fpn  half  a  score  good  fox-skins  to  any  body  that 
could  shew  me  a  d(^  that  understands  his  woric 
better  than  his  Medor :  he  is  an  enormous 
beast,,  very  handsome,  too ;  but  as  to  his  beauty, 
that  is  nothing;  'Us  Jiis  sagacity  that  is  really 
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wonderful — lus  capabilities  outdo  all  imagiua- 
ti<Kk ;  .be  ptnnts  all  sorts  of  game  most 
atouBcbly  ;  be  will  go  into  tbe  water,  and  fetch 
out  whatever  you  throw  in;  be  will  find  you  a 
piece  of  money  that  you  may  drop  in  any  part 
of  tbe  wood;  he  will  hunt  bears,  foxes,  and 
ohevreuils;  be  will  attack,  and  tear  down  awolf; 
be  keeps  watch  over  bis  master's  efiects,  and 
seems  to  understand  whatever  you  say  to  him." 

"You  ^ve  a  blazing  description  of  him, 
indeed,"  said  the  Starost,  smiling. 

"  Your  Lordship  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  that  bis  rare  merits  will  fully  bear  out 
the  description :  old  as  I  am,  and  poor  as  I  am, 
I  should  be  willing  to  purchase  such  a  dog  with 
the  quarter  of  all  I  possess." 

VaaoTicz,  wearied  with  hearing  the  pompous 
praises  of  the  high  qualities  of  the  beast,  went 
to  quench  his  thirst  at  tbe  qning;  he  then  re- 
clined  upon  tbe  heathery  ground,  and,  having 
given  orders  that  he  should  be  waked  in  an 
hour's  tiiue,  bU  into  adeep  sle^. 
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Tlie  attendsnta,  being  equally  btigued,  imi- 
tated their  maater'B  example,  with  the  eiceptioQ 
of  one  who  was  appointed  to  stand  sentry,  and 
wake  the  Starost  in  obedience  to  his  command. 
In  a  few  minutes  all  were  wr^it  in  sweet  ob- 
lirion^  and  snoring  merrily,  nor  did  the  eye4ids 
of  the  senUnel  renst  the  eoit  influence  of  sleep, 
as  he  had  permaded  himself  that,  in  case  of  any 
appniaching  danger,  the  dogs  would  not  bH  to 
^T«  the  alarm. 

All  were  now  locked  in  the  arms  of  Morpheus, 
and  most  of  the  dogs  were  lying  down ;  ever 
and  anon  the  most  vigilant  of  the  pack  would 
lift  up  his  head,  look  intently  around,  snuff  the 
ur,  and  then  resume  his  wakeful  rest.  Another 
wcwld  then  suddenly  snap  his  teeth  at  some 
troublesome  gnat,  that  was  buzzing  about 
his  ears.  At  the  time  when  .  the  Colonel's  rest 
was  to  be- disturbed,  the  sleeping  sentinel  luckily 
opened  his  eyes,  and  punctually  executed  the 
orders  he  had  received. 

All  were  soon  oooe  more  <hi  the  more^and 
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having  ezatDined  the  condition  of  their  pieces, 
proceeded  in  quest  of  ftirUter  sport. 

They  were  begitming  to  think  of  returning  to 
the  forester's  abode,  when  they  were  met  by  a 
man,  who  apprised  them,  that  a  few  hours  before 
he  had  seen  a  she-bear  with  her  cubs  retiring  in 
the  direction,  whence  the  reports  of  some  guns 
that  had  just  been  fired,  seemed  to  proceed,  and 
he  added  that  these  animals  had  begun  to 
commit  ravages  amongst  the  flocks  and  the 
beehives. 

The  forester  advised  that  an  addition  should 
be  made  to  their  number,  and  that  they  should 
load  wiUi  ball. 

"In  the  course  of  a  few  days,"  sud  the 
Colonel,  "  I  must  invite  some  friends  to  the 
hunt,  that  we  may  rid  our  forest  of  this  trouble- 
some guest ;  but  to-dsy  I  do  not  think  it  at  all 
necessary  to  take  any  precautions,  as  the  bear 
always  makes  off  at  the  sight  of  man,  and  never 
attacks  him,  but  when  he  is  wounded;  besides* 
our  days  are  written  and  numbered  in  the  book 
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of  life,  and  assuredly,  Uiougb  we  know  not,  it  i» 
not  a  bear  that  is  destined  to  end  them." 

The  forester  was  unwilling  to  be  ruled  by  this 
reasoaing,  and,  though  he  was  by  no  means 
defident  in  courage,  he  did  not  think  that  a 
little  prudence  would  do  any  harm,  and  he 
accordingly  whispered  to  his  son,  an  order  to  go 
home,  as  they  had  now  come  within  a  short 
distance  of  his  dwelling,  and  bring  some  hunUng 
knives  and  some  bullets. 

The  boy  soon  returned,  and  the  guns  were 
loaded  with  ball ;  the  various  attendants  then 
drew  near  their  master,  who  made  no  observe 
tion  upon  what  had  been  done,  but  within 
himself  he  was  fully  sensible  of  the  soUatude  of 
lus  old  servant. 

The  Colonel  now  suddenly  caught  sig^t  of  a 
man  running  with  all  his  mi^t,  looking  behind 
him  now  and  then,  with  an  appearance  of  terror. 
It  was  the  s^ne  individual  that  had  just 
Kimished  some  particulars  reUtive  to  the  bear; 
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tb»  CoIodqI  called  to  him  aloud,  and  asked  him 
the  cause  of  lus  flight. 

The  peasant  being  a  little  composed  by  bb 
ma^r's  voice  and  presence,  still  panted  heavily ; 
having  taken  breath  and  respectfully  uncovered 
his  bead,  be  told  his  master  that  be  had  just 
seen,  in  the  midst  of  the  thick  brushwood,  a 
devil  perfectly  black,  having  tbe  form  of  a  man, 
and  that  be  passed  quite  close  to  him. 

"  What  do  you  say?  a  devil?"  answered  tbe 
Starost,  "  are  you  out  of  your  senses  ?  It  was, 
perhaps,  the  bear,  that  you  took  for  a  devil  7" 

"  Oh  I  no,  no,  gracious  master,  it  was  not  the 
bear ;  I  have  seen  tbe  bear  ODce  to-day ;  and  I 
have  killed  many  a  one,  in  my  life-time.  I  had 
a  good  axe  in  my  hand,  and  I  should  not  have 
forgotten  to  cleave  his  skull  in  twain ;  but  it  is  a 
devil,  a  real  devil,  as  sure  as  I  am  alive.  I 
opened  my  eyes  wide  enough  to  take  a  good 
stare  at  bim ;  then  I  crossed  mysplf,  and  invoked 
Stanislaus,  oar  patron  sunt,  and  ran  away  as  bard 
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SB  I  ever  could  go ;  thinking  that  he  wu  close 
to  my  heels ;  but  it  seemed  that  Saint  Stanislaus 
prevented  him  irom  running  after  me.  Ob  I  my 
Lord,  if  you  will  be  ruled  by  me,  do  not  go  any 
further ;  for  it  is  not  safe  to  venture  into  places 
haunted  by  evil  spirits." 

Vasovicz  had  too  much  good  sense,  notwith- 
standing the  credulity  of  the  times,  to  believe 
in  supernatural  visitations;  but  he  listened  to 
the  simple  honest-hearted  peasant,  with  atten- 
tion, endeavoured  to  dispel  his  fears,  and  doubted 
not,  but  that  he  had  seen  the  Xegro,  that  was 
the  subject  of  so  much  gossip  in  the  village. 

The  peasant  walked  slowly  away,  not  with<Hit 
frequently  looking  belund  him.  The  Starost, 
having  called  tome  of  lite  beaters,  ordered 
them  to  head  him,  and  not  to  forget  an  almost 
impenetrable  spot  of  closely-woven  and  entangled 
brushwood  at  the  ude  of  an  open  glade :  he 
then  looked  to  the  priming  of  his  gnn  and  bent 
his  steps  towards  the  place,  where  the  sooty 
miswonary    from    below    was   to    exhibit    his 
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demoniac  form :  his  expectation  was  vain,  for 
the  mysterious  being  that  excited  the  general 
curiosity,  was  nowhere  to  be  seen. 

Tlie  Colonel,  satisfied  with  his  successful 
sport,  and  weary  with  walking  so  far,  was  quietly 
proceeding  to  the  forester's  abode,  when,  all  at 
once,  some  capercailzies  were  seen  to  alight  on 
the  trees  at  a  short  distance  out  of  shot :  he  im- 
mediately attempted  to  get  near  them;  but  they 
saw  their  danger  and  manoeuvred  so  well  as 
to  keep  entirely  beyond  the  reach  of  the  fatal 
lead. 

Vaaovicz,  having  now  descried  some  of  these 
rarest  specjea  of  the  grouse  kind,  at  a  moderate 
distance  from  him,  had  recourse  to  a  stratagem 
to  come  at  them  ;  he  orderedsome  of  the  scouts 
to  make  a  long  flank  movement,  both  on  the 
right  and  left,  and,  when  they  bad  advanced 
sufficiently  far,  to  make  towards  them  at  a  given 
signal,  preconcerted  between  them :  the  birds 
would  thus  be  hardly  able  to  escape  the  leaden 
messengers  of  death.     He  had  just  got  amongst 
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the  thick  underwood  and  was  going  to  pass  bjr 
the  tdde  of  a  large  tree,  that  had  been  tom  up 
hy  a  hurricane ;  its  roots  were  covered  with  firesh 
eutb  and  sand;  he  was  contemplating  this 
^gantic  pine,  when  an  enormous  bear  rose  irom 
under  the  branches  and  rushed  upon  him,  send- 
ing forth  a  most  fearfiil  growl. 

Hie  attack  of  the  bear  was  so  sudden  and 
so  unexpected,  that  the  Starost  raised  a  cry  of 
alarm.  Nevertheless,  retaining  his  presence  of 
mind,  he  took  as  steady  an  aim,  as  the  moment 
would  allow  ;  but,  whether  &om  fright  or  preci- 
^tation,  or  from  the  insufficiency  of  the  chai^ 
in  hJa  gun,  he  only  wounded  the  monster,  which, 
being  irritated  by  the  pain,  reared  itself  upon  ita 
lund-legB  and  fell  upon  him :  he  was  prevent^ 
from  receding  by  a  strong  branch  of  the  fallen 
tree,  uid  received  on  one  of  his  arms  the  deep 
impressions  of  the  fierce  animal's  claws,  whose 
rage  was  redoubled  by  the  blows,  which  feU  upon 
its  head  from  the  butt-end  of  the  gun-stock. 
Tlie  bear,  although  weakened  by  the  loaa  of 
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blood,  which  welled  in  a  black  stream  from  ita 
wound,  still  pressed  upon  the  intrepid  Vasovicz, 
who  wearied  out,  and  no  longer  able  to  maintain 
tiM  unequal  contest,  was  on  the  point  of  sinkiDg 
to  the  ground,  when — suddenly  at  the  cry  of 
SHze  him,  leize  him,  Medor  !  a  huge  and  power- 
ful dog  came  bounding  upon  Uie  beast,  seizing 
him  by  the  neck  and  hanging  upon  it  by  bis 
&QgB,  with  a  desperate  energy. 

At  the  same  moment,  the  report  of  a  gun 
asauledthe  ear  of  ^  Starost,  and  an  arrow  came 
whizsng  through  the  air.  The  bear,  shot 
through  the  head,  and  with  the  arrow  infixed  in 
his  heart,  fell  backward,  pouring  forth  its  life 
in  one  loud  appalling  roar. 

The  Colonel,  thus  sared  from  evident  de- 
struction, turned  raiind,  and,  close  by  his  side 
stood  a  young  man,  with  a  gun  in  lus  left  hand 
and  his  couteau  de  chasse  in  his  right,  and 
followed  by  a  Negro,  at  whom  all  the  pieces  of 
the  fiwester's  attendants  were  levelled,  for  they 
had  nubed  to  their  master's  asnstanoa,  whose 
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cry  they  had  heard,  and  not  seeing  the  dead 
bcxly  of  the  hear,  ^icfa  was  coiuiealed  behind 
the  blanches,  they  concluded  that  their  master 
bad  been  attacked  by  the  sable  demon  before 
their  eyes. 

At  the  load  command  of  the  forester :  "  Do 
not  fire,  it  is  a  man  !  it  is  a  friend  I"  the  deadly 
weapons  were  lowered  with  one  accord, 

Tlie  Staroet  hod  already  thrown  himself  into 
the  arms  of  the  stranger. 

"  I  am  iftdebted  to  you  for  my  life :"  sidd  he* 
'*  What  con  Vasovicz  do  to  prore  his  grati- 
tude T 

"  Speak  not  of  gratitude,  sir ;  I  anl  too  happy 
with  having  rendered  assistance  to  a  brave 
warrior,  who  has  so  often  exposed  his  life  for 
his  country." 

"Yon  have  already  saved  my  son,"  swd 
l^chael,  "  and  now  you  have  saved  my  master. 
May  heaven  shower  down  blessings  upon  your 
head." 
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**  What !"  exclaimed  the  Colonel,  "  can  the 
gentleman  be " 

"  Our  new,  our  worlhy  neighbour." 

"  Say  tathet,  our  friend,  for  from  this 
moment,  the  heart  of  old  Vasoricz  is  devoted 
to  you. — But  may  I  leam  the  name  of  my 
deliverer  ?" 

"  Captun  StanislauB  KraVewskL" 

"  KraiewBki !  Is  it  possible  ? — what  is  he, 
whom  I  now  embrace,  that  brave  young  hero, 
who  has  gained  imperishable  glory  at  the  battle 
of  Tergovest"* 

"  You  do  me  too  much  honour,"  replied  the 
Captain  irith  a  modest  look,  "  I  have  done  only 
my  duty,  and  what  every  Polish  soldier  would 
have  done  in  my  place." 

The  Starost  then   turned    his  attention  to 


*  Id  whleh  the  grand  eon*t«b1e  ZtmojM,  at  lb«  liaad  of 
18,000  Tnen  daUMtd  Mkbsel,  BtmpoAu  of  TTalkcUa,  who 
oonmiudMl  70,000,  uid  who  b&d  diinn  Iha  Hotpodu 
Jeremlili  trom  WalUdiht  ud  uniiped  hli  power. 
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the  Negro,  lookiog  at  him  with  a  grateful  ex- 
pression of  countenance.  This  expert  arclier, 
who  had  aimed  the  shaft  with  such  fatal  precision, 
was  no  other  than  the  Negro  attached  to  the 
service  of  Kraiewslu.  Mohed,  (as  was  his 
name)  bad  received  in  Asia  a  signal  kindness 
from  Kraiewski,  and  in  the  gratitude  of  his 
heart,  had  followed  hia  master  with  all  that 
devoted  attachment,  which  characterises  the 
savage,  when  his  sufferings  have  been  diminished 
or  prevented  by  an  act  of  kindness  or  gene- 
rosity. 

The  Colonel,  in  beholding  him,  was  now  able 
to  refer  to  the  true  motive  of  the  irigbt  of  the 
poor  peasant,  who  believed  he  had  seen  a  devil. 

The  gallant  hound  was  loaded  with  well- 
merited  caresses,  for  he  also  had  contributed  to 
release  the  Colonel  from  the  attack  of  the 
savage  monster. 

Hie  carcase  of  the  bear  now  engaged  the 
general  attention.  "  Here,"  exclaimed  the 
Starost,  "  it  was  here,  that  my  shot  struck  him ; 
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—here  in  the  middle  of  the  breast ;  if  my  gun 
had  bees  loaded  with  bail,  and  I  had  had  the 
time  to  take  um,  be  would  bare  follen  dead 
immediately. —  No  I  by  our  Saviour,  1  did 
not  miss  him  ;  he  would  not  have  got  over  the 
wound  I  inflicted, — but  I  should  hare  perished 
without  the  succour  I  received, " 

The  death  wounds,  which  had  been  inflicted 
by  KraVewski  and  the  Negro,  were  now  inspected, 
and  the  skill  of  both  in  taking  deadly  aim 
was  proclumed  aloud  by  all  with  reiterated 
praises. 

The  dead  body  of  the  shaggy  monster  was 
borne  in  triumph  to  the  dwelling  of  the  forester, 
to  which  Kraiewski  accompanied  the  Colonel, 
who  invited  the  young  Capt^  to  proceed  with 
him  to  Ravdan,  for  he  was  burning  with  im- 
patience to  introduce  him  to  his  family  and 
friends. 

Kraiewski  pleaded  his  inability  to  go  so  far, 
not  only  from  being  in  disarray  of  apparel,  but 
because  some  afloin  of  importance  required  his 
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presence  for  a  day  or  two  at  BomaTny,  where  he 
resided;  he  promised  to  indemnify  himself 
amply,  when  he  had  arranged  the  business, 
which  necessitated  him  to  put  off  his  viut. 

KjaieMraki  took    his  leave  of  the  Colonel, 
leaving    him    enchanted    with    his    wit   and 


Although  the  day  was  &r  spent,  VasovicE 
returned  to  Rardan,  at  which  he  arrived  rather 
late  at  night.  As  he  had  promised  to  come 
beck  on  that  day,  Mary  and  Casimir  were  sitting 
up  and  waiting  for  him  with  some  uneasiness. 
They  both  flew  to  his  embrace.  Mary  was  the 
first  to  perceive  the  blood-stained  bandages 
round  her  uncle's  hand,  and  she  turned  pale  at 
the  ugfat,  anxiously  inquiring  the  cause. 

"  It  is  nothing,  child,"  repUed  the  Colonel, 
"only  a  little  scratoh  from  the  bear,  that 
frightened  you  so  much  the  other  day.  Be  not 
alarmed — I  scarcely  feel  it" — He  then  related 
his  adventure  with  the  bear. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  describe  the  anguish 
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of  Mary  at  the  mere  recital  of  this  event.  9ie 
shuddered  at  every  word  of  a  tale  replete  witli 
so  much  intereBt.  Snarska  crossed  herself  a 
hundred  times.  Jenny  was  in  a  flutter  of  pal- 
pitation, and  Casimir  listened  iHth  intense 
emotion  to  all  he  heard.  Mary  would  not 
retire  to  rest  till  she  had  dressed  her  uncle's 
wounds. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


Th«n  tbete  were  ^bi,  the  deeper  tat  (appreMion, 
And  ttoleo  gUneei,  iweeter  fbr  Ihe  thefts 
And  baralDg  blathei,  thoogh  for  do  tranigmiiloD, 
TrembliDgi  wben  met,  and  reitleuncH  when  left* 
All  tbeee  are  Uttle  prelndei  to  poMet^n, 
Of  wbleh  foang  putlon  Mnnotbe  bereft. 
And  merel;  lend  to  ibow  how  lore  it 
EmburMMd  at  flnt  itvting  with  a  noilce. 

Brxov. 


Ok  the  day  after  the  morrow,  about  four  in 
the  aftemooD,  a  light  caliche  came  rattling 
through  the  court-yard  of  the  castle.  Captain 
Kraiewski,  faithful  to  his  promise,  hod  come  to 
pay  a  visit  to  his  new  friend ;  his  Negro  anddog 
were  with  bim.     The  Colonel  ran  to  receive 
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him  as  he  alighted,  and  having  embraced  him 
most  cordially,  escorted  him  arm  in  arm  into 
the  vithdrawing-Toom,  nor  was  it  without  an 
inward  thrilling  of  satisfaction,  that  he  observed 
the  exquisite  neatness  and  elegance  which  cha- 
racterised the  Captun's  attire. 

"  Let  Casimir  and  my  niece  be  informed  of 
Captain  KraTewski's  arriTal,"  cried  the  Colonel 
to  Jenny ;  "  call  Snar^a,  Suski  and  the  rest, 
for  1  am  anxious  that  my  whole  household 
should  behold  and  know  my  deliverer." 

Jenny,  with  the  nimblest  zeal  immediately 
executed  her  orders,  and  in  dressing  her  mistress 
traced  an  exact  portruture  of  the  young 
officer. 

In  a  few  minutes  Mary,  Casimir,  Snarska, 
and  Suski  entered  tiie  room.  Vasovicz  then 
took  the  youngofficerbythehand,  and  addressed 
himself  to  Mary.  "  My  dear  Mary,  I  am  de- 
lighted to  introduce  to  you  Captain  Stanislaus 
Kraiewski,  to  whose  courage  and  skill  I  was  the 
day  befbre  yesterday  indebted  for  the  preier- 
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ntion  of  my  life.  I,  hope  yon  will  not  fail  in 
helfUDg  me  to  discharge  the  sacred  debt  of 
gratitude  due  to  him." 

Mary,  who  till  now  had  not  raised  her  eyes, 
looked  up  to  thank^  with  becoming  mien,  him, 
to  whom  her  uncle  was  under  so  great  an  obli* 
gallon.  But  ahe  was  amazed  and  confounded 
to  behold  the  same  young  stranger,  that  had 
figured  in  the  church  at  Kovno.  Her  cheek 
deepened  into  crimson,  and  for  a  moment  she 
was  unable  to  articulate  a  single  word,  but  her 
reason  soon  mastered  her  emotion,  and  in  a  low 
but  distinct  tone  of  voice,  she  gave  utterance  to 
the  following  words. 

*'  If  an  orphan's  gratitude  is  of  any  value  in 
the  estimation  of  the  deliverer  of  my  uncle, — 
that  uncle,  who  has  for  so  many  years  treated 
me  with  all  tiie  fond  affection  of  a  parent,  I  can 
assure  you,  air,  that  this  feeling  will  for  ever 
remain  deeply  imprinted  on  my  heart— Yes, — 
for  ever." 

There  was  a  softness  of  expression  in  the 
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words  far  ever,  and  likewise  in  her  mild  blue 
eyes  that  were  now  fixed  upon  the  countenance 
of  KraVewski,  for  she  pronounced  the  former 
part  of  her  acknowledgments  with  a  downcast 
look :  and  there  was  an  eloquence  in  those  mild 
blue  eyes,  which,  independent  of  the  tender 
tones  that  escaped  her  lips,  plunly  manifested 
that  her  words,  especially  the  concluding  words, 
for  ever,  were  dictated  by  some  other  emotion 
commingled  with  her  gratitude. 

Kraj'ewski  listened  to  her  with  a  deep  inten- 
uty  of  interest,  and  replied  that  he  esteemed 
himself  happy  in  having  so  easily  obttdned  the 
benevolence  and  friendship  of  so  noble  and 
illustrious  a  family. 

The  Starost  now  introduced  his  son  Casimir 
to  the  generous  Captain,  and  brought  forward  to 
lus  notice  Snarska,  Jenny,  and  the  other  upper 
fiinctaonarieB  of  his  household. 

It  was  easy  to  perceive  by  the  attentions 
bestowed  upon  the  interesting  oiBcer,  that  all 
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participated  in  &e  Starost's  sentiments  towards 
him. 

Tlie  Colonel  recommended  that  the  Negro 
should  be  conducted  through  the  village,  that 
he  might  not  thenceforth  be  exposed  to  the 
same  dangers,  which  had  nearly  proved  fatal 
to  him  in  the  forest. 

Mohed  was  a  man  of  middle  stature,  but  of  a 
frame  exceedingly  compact  and  well  knit ;  his 
thick  curly  hair  resembled  wool ;  hia  eye-balb 
were  continually  rolling  in  their  sockets.  His 
dress  was  composed  of  a  short  jacket  that  fitted 
tif^t  to  his  body,  and  of  loose  cotton  trowsers  of 
variegated  texture. 

He  was  sent  for  into  the  room;  as  soon  as  he 
made  his  appearance,  both  his  master  and 
Vasovicz,  bestowed  high  encomiums  upon  his 
merit,  and  he  failed  not  to  obtain  the  well-de- 
served approbation  of  the  assembled  household- 
Mary  ran  to  meet  him  as  he  entered,  and 
having  taken  off  her  gold  chain,  she  presented 
it  to  him  in  token  of  her  gratitude.  Every  one, 
M  2 
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guided  by  Mary's  example,  rewarded  him  with 
some  present :  he  stood  still  and  looked  at  his 
master,  doabting  what  was  to  be  dooe. — At  a 
sign,  which  be  understood,  he  accepted  tite 
Taiious  gifts.  A  radiant  joy  sparkled  in  his 
eyes,  which,  by  their  coruscations  and  roUing, 
resembled  those  of  a  serpent  with  its  glittering 
fiery  glance,  rearing  its  head  above  ite  flexile 
coils,  and  twisting  its  neck  with  impatience  and 
desire  at  the  approach  of  its  mate  through  the 
blooming  heath. 

Mohfld  then  crossed  his  hands  over  his  breast, 
kneeled  down,  took  tlie  hem  of  Mary's  gown, 
and  thrice  applied  his  lips  to  it  in  token  of  re- 
spect and  admiration  ;  he  then  stood  up,  made 
several  profound  obeisances,  uttered  some  words 
in  a  language,  which  no  one  understood,  and 
slowly  retired  without  taming  round,  still  having 
his  hands  crossed  over  his  breast. 

At  the  sight  of  this  fellow  creature  torn  by 
cruel  hands  from  his  country,  his  family,  and  all 
his  fond  afiections,  a  deep  feeling  of  jHty  per- 
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Tided  every  heart  Maty,  the  kind  and  tender- 
hearted Mary,  coidd  scarcely  believe  that  thou- 
sands of  such  unb^^y  beings  were  sold  every 
year  for  slaves,  and  treated  more  harshly  than 
beasts  of  burden,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  aug- 
menting the  riches  of  wealthy  colonists,  in  utter 
disregard  of  civilisation,  and  all  laws  both  human 
and  divine. 

The  presence  of  the  dog  was  now  required, 
he  was  called  in ;  on  entering,  be  stood  still  for 
a  moment,  and  looked  about  him ;  then,  urged 
by  that  indefinable  instinct  peculiar  to  the 
canine  race,  he  walked  straight  towards  Mary, 
crouched  down  before  her,  and  began  to  lick 
her  feet  Mary,  though  a  little  embarrassed  by 
this  preference,  could  not  help  shewing  that  she 
felt  herself  flattered  by  it. 

"  Medor,  poor  Medor,"  said  she,  patting  the 
intelligent  animal,  "  you  are  a  good,  an  excel- 
lent creatore." 

Whilst  the  Negro  and  the  dog  occupied  the 
general  attention,  the  eye  of  Mary  fell  stealthily 
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at  times  upon  the  fine  manly  form  of  Kniewski ; 
he  was  somewhat,  but  not  much  above  the  mid- 
dle size;  the  admirable  proportion  and  sym- 
metry of  his  whole  person  betokened  a  man  of 
great  activity  and  strength,  while  his  complexion, 
which  was  a  little  darkened  by  exposure  to  the 
sun,  bespoke  the  most  perfect  health.  A  pro- 
fusion of  glossy  raven  hair  overshadowed  his 
high  and  broad  forehead ;  from  under  the  beau- 
tifiil  curves  of  his  dark  eye-brows  shone  forth 
his  piercing  eyes,  iriiich  flashed  with  a  more 
vivid  radiance,  ormelted  into  softness,  according  as 
his  heart  was  moved  with  fierce  emotion  or  tender 
pity ;  his  nose  whs  slightly  aquiline,  and  when 
he  smiled,  his  teeth  of  pearly  whiteness  con- 
trasted strikingly  with  his  deep  black  moustaches. 
In  all  his  movements,  tiiere  was  a  calmness  and 
ease,  which  distinguished  one  accustomed  to 
figure  in  the  best  ranks  c^  society.  It  was  only 
when  he  grew  animated,  diat  the  bluff  frankness 
of  the  military  character  developed  itself  to 
view ;  it  was  then  that  hb  language  and  manners 
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betrayed  hh  fBroiliaiity  with  thie  wild  reckless 
life  of  a  soldier. 

There  was  a  melanchc^y  in  the  expression  of 
bis  features,  and  a  few  premature  wrinkles  had 
traced  their  shadowy  lines  along  his  brow,  re- 
vealing an  impasuoned  disposition,  and  indi- 
cating that  storms  had  raged  within  his  heart. 
From  a  careful  contemplation  of  the  outward 
man,  it  was  not  di£BcuIt  to  perceive  that  he 
possessed  an  ardent  and  warUke  sou),  endowed 
with  that  heroic  constancy,  that  intre{nd  valour, 
which  will  always  stand  amongst  tiie  most  en- 
nobling qualities  of  the  soul. 
-  A  short  polonaise  of  blue  doth,  adorned  with 
«lver  aiglets  or  points,  and  fitting  tight  round 
his  waist,  set  off  his  elegant  sh^>e  to  advantage ; 
his  trousers  were  loose  below,  leaving  visible 
only  the  pointed  toes  of  his  lustrous  boots, 
armed  at  the  beet  with  golden  spurs.  A  sabre, 
straight,  broad,  and  of  moderate  length,  resting 
in  a  scabbard  ccxvered  with  green  velvet,  was 
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girded  on  his  right  nde ;  the  failt,  of  beuitiful 
workmBimhip,  was  enriched  with  diamonds,  and 
two  fine  turquoise  stones :  an  eagle's  head  of 
nuusiTe  alver,  formed  the  pommel.  The  sabre 
shewed  that  he  was  a  nobleman ;  the  golden 
spars  that  he  was  an  officer  in  the  cavalry.  A 
Cocked  beaver-hat,  surmomited  wiUi  magnificent 
ostrich-feathers  of  the  some  colour,  and  fastened 
on  by  a  clasp  decorated  with  predoos  stones, 
completed  his  brilliant  costume. 

Kraiewdd  ^nt  some  dap  at  the  Castle. 
His  inclinationa,  habits  and  dtspoeition  were 
so  greatly  in  harmony  with  the  ideas  of  the 
good  Starost,  that  he  was  enchanted  with 
this  new  acquwotance.  The  young  officer 
sometimes  admired  the  armoury,  library,  and 
horses  of  the  Colonel,  at  other  times  he  de- 
listed him  by  an  account  of  his  travels. 
There  was  a  peculiar  charm,  raciness,  and 
vigour  in  his  narrative,  which  increased  as  be 
became  animated. 
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He  manifested  towards  the  gentle  and  beao- 
tilul  Mary,  those  delicate  attentions,  that  respect 
bordeiing  on  Teneration,  which,  vhen  seasonably 
bestowed,  rarely  fuls  to  gun  the  heart  of  a  female 
endowed  with  kindness  andsennbility.  He  con- 
versed with  her  but  seldom ;  but  their  eyes  fre- 
quently met  and  communicated  more  than  tlie  lips 
could  have  revealed  -,  and  when  he  spoke  to  her, 
the  accent  of  his  voice,  at  once  tender  and  enrap- 
turing, appeared  to  betray  sentiments,  that  went 
far  beyond  that  urbanity  and.  politeness,  which 
are  the  natural  incense  offered  at  beauty's 
shrine. 

Mary  had  a  very  high  opinion  of  the  young 
officer's  valour  and  mental  endowments.  She 
experienced  ike  greatest  pleasure  in  his  society: 
she  listened  attentively  to  his  touching  narrations, 
feeling  a  deep  interest  in  the  chances  of  good  or 
bad  fortune,  which  he  hod  undergone ;  she  soon 
perceived  tliat  she  was  the  object  of  his  unvary- 
ing attentions.    All  her  dogs  were  forgotten ; — 
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Medor  alone  was  patted, — Medor  alone  was 
addressed  in  terms  of  soft  endearment. 

This  and  a  multiplicity  of  trifles,  that  persons 
indilferent  to  each  other  would  have  never 
noticed,  went  far  to  convince  KraTewski  that  his 
affections  were  reciprocated. 

The  Colonel  would  have  ardently  desired  to 
hear  Ute  memoirs  of  his  friend's  life,  but  he  did 
not  yet  dare  to  request  that  his  curiosity  might 
be  gratified,  judging  that  a  more  favourable 
opportunity  woujfl  occur ;  presuming  that  the 
young  officer  might  have  some  afi^rs  to  regulate 
at  home,  he  permitted  him  to  terminate  his 
not,  but  not  without  promifflng  to  become  a 
firequent  guest  at  the  Castle.  He  readily  pledged 
himself  to  the  performance  of  his  promise,  for 
Ravdan  had  now  become  to  him  a  cherished 
and  agreeable  retreat. 

When  his  carriage  had  crossed  the  draw- 
bridge, Mary,  was  stationed  at  her  window 
fixing  her  eyes  immoveably  upon  the  -  vehicle. 
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till  it  had  disappeared  among  the  trees  of  the 
forest.  Id  deep  abstracUon  of  mind,  she  then 
threw  herself  into  an  arm-chur,  indulging  in  all 
the  tumultuous  thoughts,  that  tliroDged  upon 
her  soul. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

And  from  the  torreU  round 
Load  whooped  tbe  itarlled  pxti. 

Laot  OJ  TBB  Laxb. 

lUHBDiATBLT  after  the  depvture  of  Kiai- 
ewaldf  the  Colonel  aad  -Casimir  took  leave  of 
M ai7,  with  the  intention  of  being  absent  from 
tbe  Castia  for  a  few  hours.  Snaraka  and  Jenny 
were  ordered  to  cheer,  and  amuse  their  mistress 
ID  ^  best  manner  they  could  imagine.  Maiy 
was  soon  again  at  the  window,  and  instead  of 
contemplating  the  prospect  of  the  lake,  now 
dimpled  by  tbe  pasnng  breeze,  instead  of 
tradng  the  suHea  and  uleot  Niemen  in  its 
coune,  her  eye  rested  io  preference  upon  that 
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spot  where  the  carnage  of  Kraieweki  had  plunged 
into  the  Bylvan  scene. 

There  are  moments  when  the  heart  is  ab- 
sorbed by  one  predominant  idea,  amding  an 
explanation  with  itself  touching  the  sentiment 
by  which  it  is  engrossed,  and  terrified  from 
attempting  to  iathom  its  own  recesses.  Sineh 
was  the  heart  of  Mary.  An  indefinable  dis- 
quietude filled  lier  bosom.  Seeking  to  divert 
her  liioQghti,  she  took  up  a  book,  but  was 
unable  to  read  a  single  page  with  attention ; — 
she  seated  herself  at  the  table  and  commenced 
a  drawing,  but  the  pendl  dropped  from  her 
hand. 

She  arose  from  her  seat,  paced  the  room  with 
disordered  steps,  then  suddenly  stood  still  and 
motionlesB;  she  then  c^ned  a  door  and  as* 
cended  a  narrow  spral  stair-case  to  a  gallery, 
that  went  round  one  of  the  high  turrets  of  the 
castle. 

The  weather  was  serene  and  beaudful,  and 
the  zephyr  was   softly  rustling  in  the   foliage. 
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The  8un  was  on  the  point  of  sinking  below  the 
horizon,  and  all  the  western  quarter  of  the  sky 
was  inundated  with  a  flood  of  crimson  light. 
This  sublime  spectacle,  instead  of  gladdening 
the  heart  of  Mary,  did  but  hurl  it  deeper  into 
the  vast  empire  of  gloomy  thought.  She 
imagined,  that  ere  long,  she  would  perhaps  no 
more  behold  that  beauteous  scene  of  nature, 
that  gorgeous  vault  of  heaven,  illumined  by  the 
sun's  refiracted  rays.  She  imagined  that,  per- 
haps in  a  few  short  months,  the  cruel  scythe  of 
death  would  mow  down  her  existence  in  the 
vernal  season  of  life,  at  the  moment  when  she  was 
ughing  for  peacefulness,  friendship,  and  love. 

The  perturbed  imagination,  the  sadness  of 
Mary,  bore  not  altogether  the  impress  of  that 
soft  melancholy,  that  superstition  of  the  heart, 
which  at  limes  dispose  us  to  cherish  benevolent 
ideas  towards  mankind,  and  to  find  a  peculiar 
charm  in  our  innocent  reveries.  Something 
withering  and  disconsolate  began  to  haunt  her 
mind.    A  secret  voice  seemed  to  whisper  to  her 
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that  she  was  not  born  for  happiness,  and  that 
voice,  which  aeeined  the  voice  of  some  invisible 
fiend,  rudely  bani^ed  every  thonght  of  consola- 
ticHi,  every  hope  of  future  felicity. 

When  she  examioed  the  recesses  of  her  own 
bosom,  she  could  not  hide  from  herself,  that  a 
burning  lava  was  sweeping  through  its  inmost 
core,  in  which  Uie  image  of  Stanislaus  was 
graven  indelibly.  Surprised,  terrified,  agitated 
by  a  thousand  sensations,  she  kneeled,  and 
began  to  invoke  the  protection  of  the  Supreme, 
when  suddenly  the  ominous  hootinga  of  an  owl 
were  several  times  repeated  to  her  listening  ear. 
She  deemed  the  saddening  notes  of  the  solemn 
bird  of  ni^t,  as  an  infalUble  presage  of  mis- 
fortune. The  tears  streamed  down  her  cheeks, 
rile  rose  from  her  knees,  rapidly  descended  the 
staircase,  and  took  refuge  in  her  chamber. 

She  was  still  panting,  her  eyes  were  still 
bedewed  with  tears,  when  she  heard  a  slight  t^ 
at  the  door.  Snarska  entered  the  room.  Mary 
rw)  to  embiBce  her,  compluning  that  she  was  a 
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little  indisposed,  and  requesting  her  to  ut  by  ber 
bed-aide,  wbile  she  reclined. 

Aa  Snarska  was  not  in  the  habit  of  visitiiig 
her  in  her  room,  she  did  not  &il  to  attribute  her 
coming  to  some  sudden  event. 

Snarska  leaned  over  her  fond  mistress,  and 
loaded  her  with  caresses ;  she  then  stood  upright, 
spat  thrice  upon  the  ground,  and  appeared 
deurouB  of  retiring.  But  Mary  detained  her, 
and  asked,  whether  she  had  any  dung  new  to 
tell  her. 

The  widow  of  the  major-domo  was  then  in 
ber  glory;  it  was  exactly  what  she  wanted. 

"  Nothing,  nothing,  my  dear  Miss  Mary." 

"  But  there  must  be  something,  come  tell  me, 
dear  Snaraka,"  added  Mary. 

Being  importuned,  as  she  herself  desired,  the 
widow  of  the  major^lomo  coughed  three  times, 
then  uttered  these  words,  which  formed  the 
common  prelode  of  her  prosy  narrations : — 

"Ix)rd,  pardon  the  sin  of  my  tongue  I 
People  talk  «f  different  things,  my  dear  miss, 
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and,  as  I  am  attached  to  you,  raj  amiable  dove, 
(hero  she  embraced  her  tenderly,)  I  am  come  to 
waro  you  of  dangers  which  threaten  you,  togive 
you  good  advice,  and  to  put  you  in  possession  of 
remedies  for  evils  to  which  you  could  not,  per- 
haps, otherwise  apply  a  cure.  First,  you  must 
know,  that  on  the  day  after  the  arriTal  of  this 
stranger,  who,  as  it  appears,  has  rendered  a 
great  service  to  my  good  master,  (whom  may 
God  defend  and  preserve,)  his  black  servant  was 
seen  to  prostrate  himself  on  the  summit  of  the 
hill,  five  times  on  the  ground,  before  the  sun,  in 
the  manner  of  idolators  and  sorcerers.  Now, 
as  this  shows  that  be  has  dealings  with  the  great 
enemy  of  mankind,  five  times  has  the  owl  been 
heard  to  hoot,  thrice  in  a  loud  and  lengthened 
cry,  and  twice  in  a  lower  and  weaker  not« :  thh 
is  a  sign  of  death  for  tJbree  persons  in  the  castle, 
and  for  two  others  that  are  in  some  way  con- 
nected with  the  former.  Then  the  air  smelt  of 
brimstone,  all  my  milk  turned  sour,  and  the 
Aunder  growled,  although-  the  sky  was  serene 
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and  cloudless  ....  It  is  also  rumoured,  (but 
let  not  this  ofi«nd  you,  my  charming  mud,) 
that  you  entertain  a  mere  worldly  afifeclion  for 
our  new  neighbour,  a  sort  of  affection,  which  a 
young  lady  like  you,  according  to  the  laws  of 
decorum  and  propriety,  and  in  conformity  wiUi 
the  ordinances  of  our  Catholic  religion,  has  no 
right  to  entertain,  but  from  the  time  of  your 
betrothal,  to  the  birth  of  your  first-born  after 
marriage,  (for  afterwards,  although  a  good 
woman  should  always  lore  and  respect  her  hus- 
band, she  should  latber  conform  in  every  thing 
to  his  wishes,  tlian  hare  any  wishes  of  her  own, 
to  which  her  husband  should  submit")  At 
these  words,  she  crossed  herself,  ami  repeated, 
"  Lord,  pardon  the  sin  of  my  tongue  t — Let  us 
wish  that  no  one,  above  all,  no  one  belonging  to 
the  Castle,  may  cherish  such  sentiments  beftwe 
the  time.  I  have  not  been  idle,  and  I  bare  suc- 
ceeded in  diwarting  the  designs  of  the  infernal 
sfHrit :  I  hare  even  found  metms  to  obriate  the 
otherdanger  ....  A  flew  minutes  after  I  heard 
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the  fire  hoatings  of  tbe  owl,  which  correqKmded 
<o  exactly  with  the  Negro's  five  prostntioiu  b»- 
fore  the  aim,  I  hastened  to  sprinkle  the  nx^ 
copiously  with  holy  water,  and  I  am  persoaded 
that  henceforth,  the  influence  of  the  demon  will 
not  be  exercised  but  beyond  the  precincts  of  the 
Cast]&  With  r^ardto  the  fatal  eflects  of  pre- 
mature lore,  I  have  something  here,  which  will 
render  it  powerless  to  do  harm." 

After  having  unroUed  a  large  piece  fd  paper, 
she  disclosed  to  view  a  roosted  turtle-dove ; 
then,  taking  a  knife,  she  cut  it  into  several  pieces, 
took  out  the  heart,  and  oSered  it  invitingly 
to  Mary. 

Mary  hesitated  to  receive  the  profferedchann, 
but  when  the  widow  of  the  major-domo  inusted 
on  bet  knees,  with  inexpressible  earnestness  of 
entreaty  Uiat  she  should  accept  it,  she  consented 
to  eat  it.  The  wish  most  dear  to  Snarska  was 
now  gratified ;  joy  beamed  in  ber  countenance, 
her  mind  seemed  relieved  of  aa  oppressive 
burden, 

VOL.   I.  N 


c.y  Google 


S66  THE  POLES   IV 

**  I  am  now  free  from  all  tineaaness,"  »ud  she 
to  Maiy,  claapingher  in  her  arms,  .iand  em> 
bracing  her,  with  tears  of  tendemesB  flowing 
down  her  dieeks,  "  I  have  employed  the  remedy 
wliich  my  late  husband  read  in  the  chronicles. 
May  Ood,  however,  grant  that  the  evQ  spirit 
may  not  play  us  elsflwhere  some  malicious  tridc. 
— The  holy  Virgin,  is  my  witness,"  coQilnBed 
SnaTska,  "  that  I  have  no  thongbt  of  depriving 
you,  my  treasure,  of  an  honourable  and  worthy 
husband.  On  the  contrary,  I  should  much  wish 
that  a  fine  young  man  might  appreciate  so  many 
virtues ;  hot  what  I  dread,  is  a  worldly  aSeotion 
before  betrothal,  for  this  is  a  very  dangerous 
thing. — This  Negro,  however,  stall  disturbs  me ; 
he  is  a  heathen,  a  blasphemer  I  Who  knows 
whether  it  la  not  some  demon  that  has  assumed 
the  form  of  a  man,  the  better  to  deceive  and 
torment  us.  I  have  heard,  from  good  authority, 
that  he  has  been  seen  in  our  forest,  with  the 
wings  of  a  vampyre,  and  two  htnnas,  vrheoce 
hung  entwined  two  hideous  vipers,  and  that  he 
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«u  grinning  most  malidoiuly ; — I  will  think 
of  this  also." 

She  then  vent  ont  of  the  room  end  returned 
immediately  with  some  preserves,  which  die 
raqueeted  her  mistress  to  taste, 

"  Come,  my  dear  angel,  partake  of  these; 
they  will  do  you  good.  Compose  yooiself,  and 
be  no  more  afflicted,  for  then  is  nothing  now  to 
be  af lud  of." 

Mary  complied  with  her  request,  smiling 
witlnn  her  own  mind  at  the  credulity  and  super- 
stition ;  but,  seeing  her  sincerity,  she  could  not 
but  ^prove  her  kind  solicitude.  She  was  in- 
wardly grateful  for  her  visit,  for  she  had  been 
ttie  means  of  releaiing  her  mind  from  the 
thraldom  of  gloomy  meditadons. 

This  angular  conversation  would  have  been 
most  probably  still  prolonged,  had  it  not  been 
interrupted  bythe  arrival  of  Jenny,  who  came 
to  announea  the  return  of  the  Starost.  Marj 
hastened  to  welconj^  him. 

During  supper-time,  Vasovicz  made  no  men- 


c.y  Google 


366  THB  roLES  IS 

tjon  of  his  new  frieud.  This  apparent  neglect 
was  dbtressing  to  Marjr,  for  she  would  Cub  have 
heard  his  name  introduced,  even  though  she 
night  bare  been  made  the  object  of  somei 
witty  pleasantry  in  reference  to  her  growing 
passion.  But,  whether  the  Starost  had  other 
things  to  engage  bis  thoughts,  or  whethet 
he  had  some  other  motives,  for  not  touching 
that  chord,  he  started  other  subjects  and  tlie 
name  of  KraVewski  appeared  forgotten. 

A  few  days  after,  CalSimir,  as  be  was  walking 
on  the  terrace,  called  his  cousin,  and  pointed 
out  to  her  the  carriage  and  dog  of  ^e  yonng 
Captun.  She  bad  no  sooner  se^n  them,  than 
a  thrilling  sensation  came  over  her— her  heart 
beat  violently :  mshing  to  dissemble  her  feelings, 
she  remarked,  with  feigned  composure.  "  It  is 
assuredly  some  one  of  the  neighbourhood  that 
is  coming  to  pay  as  a  viut,"  and,  trembling  with 
impatience,  she  quitted  the  terrace. 

Kraiewski  soon  alighted,  and  the  usual  cem- 
monies  of  Mendly  meetiDg  ensued.    He  stayed 
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a  week  and  enjoyed  sereral  parties  of  pleasure  in 
company  with  his  boat 

The  Captun's  viaita  began  to  be  more  frequent. 
He  was  seen  nearly  always  with  Vasovicz  or  hii 
«0D,  or  their  friends.  Hit  soaety  became  in- 
ifispensable  to  the  honourable  Colonel,  who 
now  conndered  bim  almost  as  a  member  of  the  . 
family. 

Although  he  sometimes  engaged  in  agreeable 
converse  with  Mary,  and  by  no  means  dissembled 
his  desire  to  please  her,  he  was  at  all  times 
respectful  and  reserved  towards  her,  and  never 
did  a  word  from  his  lips  reveal  the  true  slate  of 
his  heart. 

His  intimacy  <fid  not  last  long  without 
beeomkig  the  general  gossip  of  the  neighbonr" 
hood;  the  Negro,  the  dog,  and  the  Colonel's 
adventure  with  the  bear,  interlarded  the  com~ 
mon  disconrse,  and  gave  rise  to  conjectures, 
varying  in  their  degree  of  singularity. 

The  eloquence  of  KraVewski,  the  kind  of 
Biystery,  which  veiled  tiis  past  life,  excited  great 
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curioaty :  as  mankind  are  aaturally  fond  of  the 
marvellous,  and  incliaed  to  exag^ration,  eveiy 
one  of  those  that  beheld  him,  passed  judgment 
upon  him,  according  to  the  impreasion  which 
was  on  his  own  mind.  All  described  hia  origin 
and  bis  previous  or  present  situation  in  life, 
agreeably  to  their  peculiar  fanciee. 

Some  msintiuned,  in  mysterious  whispers,  that 
Krai'ewski  was  a  Spanish  duke,  who,  having 
heard  of  the  extreme  beauty  of  Mary,  had  come 
to  establish  himself  in  the  vitnnity  with  the 
view  of  studying  her  di^msition  and  winning  her 
heart. 

Others,  who  were  aware  that  the  Prince-royial 
of  Deiunark  was  of  a  very  romantic  character, 
and  on  faia  return  &om  a  voyage  to  the  east, 
declared  that  the  young  sddier  was  no  other  than 
that  illustrious  personage. 

Tbere  were  also  some  penons,  more  clew- 
righted  than  the  others,  who  partly  sospected  the 
truth.  Most  of  them  pretended  that  Mary  bad 
been  already  betrothed  to  Krai'ewski.      Hiey 
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went  eres  so  br  as  to  fix  the  dajr  of  the  nuptials, 
whilst  others  rafiued  credence  to  this  Tersion  of 
tlietale. 

He  ladies  above  all  were  burning  with  im- 
patience to  come  at  the  true  pardculars,  and  the 
prowess  of  the  young  straoger  was  a  &vourite 
theme  with  them. 

This  TBrious  tattle  greatly  amused  the  Starost, 
who,  believing  himself  now  sufficiently  intimate 
with  his  deliverer  to  request  him  to  funush  a 
short  memoir  of  his  life,  no  longer  heratated  to 
Bolidt  the  favour. 

Ilie  young  man,  considering  as  a  token  of 
friendalup  liie  lively  interest  which  Vasovicz  took 
IB  his  &te,  readily  assented,  and  immediately 
commenced  his  chequered  history,  in  the  follow- 
ing words. 
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Tbb  Coae±CK».—Soxaet^-pagt  Ifi. 

A  DBTAiLBD  descfiptioD  of  the  Russian  and 
the  Polish  Cossacks  would  occupy  too  much  space 
in  this  work,  but,  as  they  are  often  confounded, 
I, will  point  out  the  cSSerence  which  existed,  and 
which  still  exuts  between  them. 

Although  it  is  thought  that  there  are  several 
kinds  of  Cossacks,  and  although  Russia  classifies 
them  under  direra  appellations  to  impose  upon 
Europe,  yet  theie  exist  in  reality  no  mor6  than 
two  distinet  classes.  The  Cossacks  of  the  Don 
and  the  Cossacks  of  the  Black  Sea,*  anciently 
called  the  Polish  Cossacks,  Zaporowicy  Kozacy. 

*  Ctaritomortf  or  Znperoutqf,  ilgbl^iDf  ibc  Blark  Beft> 
n2 


c.y  Google 


374  HOTBB. 

The  Cossacks  of  die  Don,  dwelt  from  time  imme- 
morial upon  the  banks  of  the  Don,  in  the  Russian 
dominionB.  They  are  of  Calmnc  origin,  and  are 
more  numerous  than  the  other  class.  To  alarm 
the  enemy,  to  cut  off  communications,  to  inter- 
cept convoys,  to  forage,  to  fly,  to  pursue,  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  iclairears  are  the  peculiar 
points  of  their  irregular  warfare,  and  in  these  re- 
spects, they  have  rendered  important  serrices  to 
Roflua.  Hey  are  eminentiy  fitted  for  guatding 
die  frontier,  and  to  act  in  predatory  inciirnons. 
Hey  never  charge  in  line,  and  never  wait  to  snt- 
tain  a  charge.  One  raiment  of  legular  cavalry 
might  boldly  and  fisarlessly  attack  five  regiments 
ol  Cossacks.  The  Cossacks  of  the  Don  enjoy  a 
certun  liberty,  they  yield  obecUence  to  an 
Attaman,  or  chief,  i^pcnnted  by  the  Runian 
Sovereign ;  but  they  are  commanded  by  Cossack 
officers,  which  is  the  cause  of  much  discontent 
among  the  Russians.  They  are  constrained  to 
recruit  ^eir  ranks  with  a  certain  number  of 
men*  wlio  are  bound  to  serve  for  life. — They 
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axvgnenad  hj  a  distinct  admiBUtratira  body; 
and  cptBpar^  fntli  othan,  tha  inhabitaota  of 
Rosna,  they  e^oy  actna  ddgraa  of  hapfHaeai' 

WUk  EMpaet  to  the  CossadcB  of  the  Black  Sea» 
their  origia,  mannen,  habits  of  life,  and  eustooii 
di|^  TdTy  greatly  Erom  thoae  of  the  Cossackt  of 
tbeDcm; 

Poroh  ip  Poliah,  nignifiet  a'  ttx^  which  ob- 
stmqts  .^vigation,  xa  stgnifia*  beyond,  oonse- 
qaeBtly/^opAroA  miMtalMfoud  the  rock,  beyond 
tie  ealtgreM.!  thw  gdporohtqf  hasoey,  meana, 
thepMWVluheyoiid  thecUanctB.  The  Sraitb 
Mat  pf.'F^land,.  (the  U^aiiie  and  Podolia,) 
formwl9t«pMe<l  to  the  frequent  incunionB  of 
tbeee  baitMiroifi  hordes,  vaa  the  arena  of  per- 
petual enbbatB.':  yetaa  the  noil  of  thii  part  of 
Pdand  itrtbe  qo»t  pitoductiTd  in  Europe,  theae 
pMVinceti  although  eonstantly  raTaged)  and 
tlhea  dept^tetedi  were  easily  repeopled.  The 
Klnga  of  FiJaiult  ia  order  to  put  an  end  to  tha 
inroads  of  the  Tartars,  W^laduana,  Rusdans, 
and  Turks,  gave  extensive  lands  to  the  Foliab 
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lords,  on  the  banks  of  the  Dnieper,  on  condidoD 
that  they  should  defend  them  at  their  own 
expense,  Tbos,  Uieie  lords  were  under  the 
necessity  of  maintuoing,  and  paying  a  certun 
number  of  men,  and  of  erecting  habitations  that 
might  reust  a  sudden  assault.  The  soldiers  in 
their  pay  were  either  the  descendants  of  veteran 
soldiers,  or  the  primitive  inhabitants  of  Ukraine. 
Some  writers  mention,  that  in  the  reign  of 
Stgismund  the  first,  both  banks  of  the  Dnelster, 
{at  that  time  in  the  Polish  territory),  and  the 
numerous  large  isles  beyond  the  cataracts,  were 
inhabited  by  a  half  savage  laxx  of  men,  whose 
subsistence  was  derived  from  fi^ng,  hunting, 
and  predatory  inroads,  and  disembarkations  into 
Pricey,  and  that  their  number  was  doily  aug- 
mented by  the  influx  of  deserters,  outlaws,  and 
adventurers,  from  various  countries.  Tlie  Pdish 
word  kozak  ugniiies  a  man  lightly  armed,  a  man 
who  has  thrown  himself  beyond  the  pale  of  social 
life,  and  who  is  ever  ready  to  darei  and  to  do 
the  most  desperate  deeds. 
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Tbia  dan  of  men  received  then  for  the  fint 
time  in  Poland,  the  appellatioD  of  the  Coasadu 
beyond  the  cataracts,  Zaporowtcy  Kozaey. 
Ute  fint  mention  in  history  of  the  Polish 
Coasadu  ires  in  1518,  under  the  reign  of 
€igismimd  the  first  King  of  Poland. 

Sgismund  the  first  with  wise  policy,  allowed 
(htaji  Dtuxhiewiez,  a  man  of  low  extraction, 
but  possessing  great  talents,  actirity,  energy, 
and  Talour,  to  organise  and  train  them  in  the 
art  of  war.  Having  formed  them  into  a  kind 
of  militia,  he  soon  put  a  stop  to  the  inroads  of 
the  Tartars,  Wollachians,  and  Russians.  The 
king  not  only  rused  him  to  the  rank  of  a  noble* 
man,  bat  invested  him  also  with  the  ttaroitiet*  of 
Cseibissy,  Krxyctew  and  Ciedersk  on  the  banks 
of  the  Dnieper,  and  as  a  reward  for  his  exploits 
tiie  same  monarch  appointed  him  chief  of  the 
Zaporognian  Cossacks. 

At  a    subsequent    period,    the    celebrated 

'  See  ptnpUet  oo  "  Uie  PoUih  ArtitMnay  and  Title*," 
bj  the  suthar. 
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Stephen  Batoiy,  king  of  Poland,  ^ipiunted 
OQOtber  chief  of  these  Cosncks,  raised  him  to 
the  dignity  of  Attaman,  gave  him  the  fortress 
of  2Vektymirov,  with  conaderable  revenues, 
granted  some  privil^es  to  the  Cossacks,  im- 
proved their  discipline,  and  increased  the  Polish 
army  with  six  thousand  excellent  li^it  cavalry, 
to  be  pennanenUy  attached  to  the  national 
force.  In  the  year  1578,  this  body  of  Cossadt 
cavalry  performed  great  feats  of  valour,  and 
powflrfuUy  contributed  to  the  victories  gained 
over  the  Ruanans. 

Other  kings,  who  succeeded  Batoiy,  through 
incapacity  or  heedlessness,  allowed  the  Polish 
lords  to  oppress  the  Cossacks,  hence  arose 
violent  disputes,  an  appeal  was  made  tq  arms, 
and  the  first  rebellion  of  these  CoasackB,  who 
were  conudered  ai  a  spetdes  of  miUtia*  belooging 
to  the  crown,  and  who  enjoyed  de  facto  a 
certain  liberty,  iras  suppressed  by  the  celebrated 
ZoUdewski. 

In  the  year  1621,  during  the  war  between 
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Fbland  and  the  Tarks.  30.000  Oonacks,  eom- 
manded  by  Konawwicc  Sahaydaesny,  elected 
by  tbenOi  and  oonBrmed  by  the  tOTeraigD'a 
appToral,  aided  greatly  in  brinpng  this  war  to  a 
glorious  tenninadon.  Twenty-fire  yean  after 
tbdr  number  bad  greatly  increased  ;  and  haTing 
beooma  foimidablei  by  means  of  light  Teasels, 
built  in  a  sii^pilar  manner,  rendered  water-tight 
by  layers  of  marsh  plants,  they  invaded  Turkey, 
and  even  threatened  Constantinople ;  wherever 
tbey  landed,  havoc  and  carnage  marked  their 
career;  the  slow  sailing,  heavy  vessels  of  the 
Turks  could  not  overtake  them  at  sea.  They 
were  excellent  sailors.  They  refused  obedience 
te  any  chieftain  or  Attaman,  elected  by  the 
Kiag;  choodng  their  own  rulers,  and  often 
putting  tbem  to  death,  if  unsuccessful.  As  the 
Polish  lords  had  begun  to  renew  their  oppressions, 
they  revolted  and  elected  for  their  chief,  Cbmiel- 
ni^  a  Folli^  nobleman.  The  result  of  this 
insurrection  has  been  frequently  alluded  to  in 
the  course  of  the  notes. 
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RuBsia  amused  them  with  the  hope  of  givinjf 
them  complete  independence,  but  it  vas  never 
her  intention,  there  was  not  sufficient  solidity, 
as  she  said,  in  them,  for  forming  themselves  into 
a  separate  state  ;  their  chief,  in  his  last  hours, 
eihorted  them  to  be  faithful  to  Poland,  as  for- 
merly, and  to  distrust  the  promise  of  the 
Russians.  The  celebrated  Czarniecki  pacified 
the  whole  of  the  Ukraine ;  tranquillity  prevailed 
for  a  certain  period  of  time.  But  during  the 
terrible  revolt  of  Gonta  and  Zelezoiak,  openly 
protected  and  organised  by  Russia  in  1768,  a 
part  remained  faithful  to  Poland,  and  combated 
the  other  with  success.  When  the  Ukraine 
passed  into  the  power  of  Russia,  a  part  of  them, 
after  having  signally  defeated  the  Russians,  went 
into  Turkey,  headed  by  Nekrassa,  received  lands 
on  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  and  by  the  horrible 
massacre  of  several  regimenu  of  the  Russian 
infantry,  which  were  destroyed  almost  to  the 
*  last  man,  signalised  themselves  in  1828,  in  the 
late  war  with  the  Rusuans  against  the  Turks. 
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Hieir  hatred  of  Russia  wai  implacable.  Hie 
Emperor  held  out  advantageous  conditions  to 
induce  tbeir  return  into  Russia,  but  they  rejected 
every  proposal.  By  the  treaty  of  Andrianople, 
the  name  of  the  Cossacks  of  Necrasa  was  sup- 
pressed, and  they  at  present  form  an  Ottoman 
militia. 

After  the  dismemberment  of  Poland,  Cathe- 
rine, dreading  their  fierce  spirit,  tran^lanted 
them  to  the  banks  of  the  Dnieper,  on  the  shore 
of  the  sea  of  Azov,  and  since  this  time  they 
have  been  called  tiie  Cossacks  of  the  Black  Sea. 
They  are  formed  into  26  regiments,  which  are 
always  attached  to  the  army  of  the  Caucasus, 
and  are  ever  employed  beyond  the  Dnieper. 
"  The  Zaporoguian  Cossacks  are  considered 
the  finest  body  of  men  in  all  Europe :  they  never 
give  quarter,  they  carry  off  females  whom  they 
espouse,  charge  the  enemy  in  a  single  line, 
mth  lances  shorter  than  those  of  the  Cossacks 
of  the  Don,  and  not  having  a  little  flag  attached 
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to  them.  Ileij  whtde  life  is  devoted  to  pillage, 
love,  and  war.  Some  of  their  infantry  regiments 
are  armed  wtdi  long  carluoes.  They  abhor  tlie 
Coancks  of  die  Dtw,  to  whom  thay  consider 
thmuelTea  greatly  superior.  They  wear  sleevaa 
to  their  coata,  and  their  caps  are  of  a  crimson 
amaranth  colour,  the  Polish  colour.  Ilieir 
names  are  for  the  most  part  Polish,  and  many 
veatiges  of  Polish  origin  may  be  traced  amongst 
them. 

They  are  no  longer  under  the  rule  of  an 
Attaman,  tlieir  privileges  hare  been  annulled ; 
they  are  incorporated  among  the  Cossacks  of 
the  Don,  and  they  have  manifested  so  great  an 
alienation  from  Russia,  that  they  go  over  to  the 
Circassians  by  whole  regiments  at  a  time.  For 
this  hostile  disposition  to  Russia,  tlietr  complete 
flui^resdon  has  been  resolved  upon.  Hie 
Cossadcs  of  the  Ukrune  are  but  a  branch  of 
die  ZapoTOguian  Cossacks. 

Formerly  the  Z^rogiuan  Cossacks  formed  a 
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Idnd  of  reli^ouff  and  military  order.  Tboae 
that  belonged  to  the  militiat  and  were  paid  by 
tbe  PoHsb  Goreroment^  rgatrovh  lived  for  th« 
most  part  upon  the  iales  in  the  Dnieper,  of  which 
JEbcAonie  (Lore)  was  the  moet  coiuiderable. 
In  these  were  tiieir  dep6t8  of  arms,  ammunitioii, 
&C.  Iliere  was  no  distinction  of  rank  among 
tbem,  and  they  shared  erery  thing  in  common. 
They  were  not  allowed  to  remun  two  days 
without  occupation,  and  if  they  had  nothing 
else  to  do,  Uiey  were  constnuned  to  hunt  bears 
and  wolves.  No  female  was  permitted  to  come 
amcmgst  tbem.*  After  leading  a  life  of  this 
description  during  the  space  of  seren  years,  they 
withdrew  firom  these  insular  localities,  and 
married.  They  were  succeeded  by  others  in 
the  habitations  they  had  left  lliey  were  very 
|aan9,  professing  principally  the  tenets  of  the 
Gre^  Church.  They  frequently  observed 
fasts,  pronounced  their  jmiyers  twice  a  day,  and 

*  Th«T  KcnenUl)'  pat  to  death,  tn  b  ibocklng  maniwr,  kny 
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crossed  tltemselres  before  the  image  of  the  Holf 
Saviour.  They  were  very  long-lived,  exceed- 
ingly superstitious,  and  very  hoEpitable.  They 
-were  nearly  all  munciaus,  playing  on  a  kind  of 
guitar,  or  torban,  and  they  sang  admirably. 
Their  most  renowned  warriors  were  Konaaewicz 
Sahaydaczny,  Chmielnicki,  Wychowski,  Bniu- 
chowiecki,  kc.  &c. 

Rusua  has  about  one  hundred  thousand 
armed  Cossacks.  They  may  perhaps  one 
day  take  advantage  of  their  position.  Tlie 
greater  portion  of  them  have  shewn  themselves 
&vourabte  to  the  Polish  cause.  Tlie  Zaporo- 
guian  Cossacks  were  governed  by  a  military  code, 
different  from  that  by  which  the  army  was  ruled. 
They  were  divided  into  Coregnes,  an  appella- 
tion which  corresponds  with  that  of  regiment. 
They  had  two  kinds  of  Attamans,  the  Attamao 
of  a  Coregne,  and  the  Attaman  Koszowy, 
supreme  chief  of  all  the  Cossacks,  who  was 
invested  with  great  authority. 

In  the  late  unfortunate    struggle  of  Poland 
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agunst  Russia,  Charles  Rozycki,  a  icilitaiy 
officer  inhabiting  the  Ukraine,  succeeded 
in  forming  and  oi^niung  a  reghnent  of  light 
caTslry,  armed  in  the  Cossack  fashion,  and 
with  such  wild  entbuuasm  did  he  inspire 
his  folloirers,  that  when  he  was  surrounded 
by  the  Russian  army  on  every  side,  he  over- 
threw everything  that  opposed  him,  gained 
every  battle  that  he  fought,  and  after  in- 
credible difficulties  and  twenty- five  days' 
march,  joined  the  Polish  army  at  Zamosc. 
Being  appointed  Colonel,  he  performed  extra- 
ordinary feats  of  arms,  be  was  constantly  the 
terror  of  the  Russians,  and  muntained  rigid 
discipline  while  disorder  reigned  around  him. 
Odious  jealousy  prevented  his  warlil^e  abilities 
from  being  turned  to  the  best  advantage. 
Colonel  Charles  Rozycki,  who  is  at  present 
living  in  exile  at  Paris,  was  perhaps  the  only 
man  ^at  was  capable  of  conducting  an  insure 
rection, — a  thing  that  was  indispensably  neces- 
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saiy  for  the  safety  of  Poland  io  the  cslamitDUi 
war  of  independence,  and  equally  neeessaiy  in 
erery  attempt  at  tJirowing  off  the  yoke  of 
deqiotic  usurpation.  Charles  Rozycki  may  be 
accounted  one  of  the  best  cavalry  o£Bcen  in  the 
idiole  Pdiih  army. 
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CONSTANT  PROOFS  OF  BH1TI3H  STHPATRY 
FOB  THB  POLISH  WBLFABE. 


At  a  period  antecedent  to  the  occupatioD  of 
livoma  b^  Sweden,  before  a  portion  of  the 
Baltic  coast  came  under  the  poffer  of  Russia) 
and  before  Dantzic  vas  incorporated  with 
Pruatia,  Poland  carried  on  an  extenure  and 
general  trade  with  England;  the  British  flag 
wared  on  forests  of  masts  in  all  her  porta,  and 
Brilid)  vessels  imported  an  abundance  of  all 
that  promotes  the  welfare  of  man  into  the  heart 
of  aodest  Bmrnatia. 
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Not  only  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  bat  in 
other  times,  the  English  have  given  constant 
proo&  of  their  STinpathy  with  the  Polish  people 
in  their  various  struggles.  When  the  Poles  in 
1621  were  engaged  in  a  terrible  war,  which 
threatened  their  national  existence,  and  wheD 
Charies  IX.  King  of  Sweden,  taking  advantage 
of  the  absence  of  Chodkievicz,  and  burning 
to  avenge  himself  for  the  losses  which  he  had 
sustuned  in  contending  with  this  renowned 
commander,  disembarked  clandestinely  in  IJ- 
vonia,  attacked  and  made  himself  master  of 
several  fortresses,  ravaging  with  impunity  a 
territory  without  soldiers  to  defend  it;  of  all 
the  continentel  sovereigns  James  I.  King  of 
England,  was  the  only  one  that  sent  his  ambas- 
sador to  tbe  King  of  Sweden,  to  reproach  him 
with  a  public  violation  of  the  rights  of  nations 
in  reference  to  Poland,  at  a  time  when  she  was 
combating  with  her  own  unassisted  strength  in 
behalf  of  all  Europe. 

At  a  subsequent    period,  during  the  conti- 
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nuation  of  the  Livoniwi  wu  with  GuBtavut 
Adolpbos,  amongst  namerouB  foreign  ambaa- 
Badors,  who,  by  the  mediation  of  their  courts, 
aimed  at  the  restoration  of  peace  between  the 
two  belligerent  parties.  Thomas  Roe*  the 
Britjflh  ambassador,  ^splsfed  so  modi  activity 
and  solicitude  in  favouring  the  Polish  cause, 
that  the  other  diplomatic  agents,  who  had 
received  similar  instructions,  were  stimulated 
by  his  example  to  rival  his  exertions. 

Although  the  Poles  were  dragged  by  Napoleon 
into  Spain  to  contendagunst  the  En^iah,  yet  after 
his  fall,  it  is  well  known  how  greatiy  Lord  Castie- 
reagh  interested  himself  in  behalf  of  Poland, 
constantly  insisting  that  this  new  kingdom  should 
not  be  under  Rus^an  inBuence.  Periiaps  by  the 
landing  of  Kapoleon  from  Elba  in  1815,  Poland 
was  placed  under  the  Russian  domination,  from 
which  domination  arose  all  her  misfortunes. 
Formerly  there  were  several  English  and 
Scotdi  c<donies  (»i  the  shores  <rf  the  Baltic.  The 
vol-  I.  o 
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Piinoes  RadsiwUl  built  the  town  oT  Keydiny 
for  tli«  Engliah  nilet,  who,  flying  from  religious 
penecution,  bid  been  construned  to  wek  a 
refuge  io  foraigii  climee.  At  the  present  day 
England  and  France  are  the  only  asylums  which 
are  left  us  upon  the  dviliBed  globe. 

The  lugh  feelingi  of  pmeticsl  beoeroIeDce, 
winch  tlie  latter  continues  to  manifest  towards 
the  Poles,  eneoarage  them  to  hope,  tliat  at  the 
first  good  oppoiiuDi^,  she  will  not  fail  to  take 
a  more  active  and  efficacious  part  in  the  re- 
establishment  of  their  country  for  the  welfare 
of  Ec^and. 

The  interests  of  England  have  nerer  dashed, 
unther  will  they  at  any  time  clash,  with  those 
of  Poland,  it  seenu  rather,  on  tiie  contraty, 
that  they  have  but  one  and  Uk  same  enemy. 
One  day,  perii^  the  British  lion,  the  TuHuiii 
crescent,  and  the  white  eagle,  will  wave  together 
over  the  field  of  glory. 

If  we  take  an  impartial  view  of  the  political 
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podtioQ  of  Poland  witli  relation  to  England,  we 
shall  perlwps  come  to  the  coacliuion  that  we 
owe  as  mudi  gratitHde  to  Great  Britain  aa  to 
any  other  countrf . 

{See  DtAela  Niemievicxa.) 
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NOTE  TO  CHAPTER  VI. 


DaaoRiPTioir  of  Kowmo.— ^pc  03. 

KoTMO  is  a  very  ancient  town,  built,  according 
to  the  lustorian  KoTaloricz,  in  the  tenth  century, 
by  KoTDOB,  son  of  PaJemon ;  it  is  utuated  at 
the  confluence  <^  the  Niemen  and  the  Vilia, 
between  Samt^tia  and  Lithuania,  properly  bo 
called. 

After  having  audergone  many  changes  and 
disasters  duriag  the  wars  of  the  Teutonic  knights, 
Komo  became  very  populous  and  flourishing 
onder  ^e  dynasty  of  the  Jegellons.  Being 
beautified  and  enlarged  by  the  German  -mer- 
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chants  in  the  sizteeoth  centary,  it  became  me 
of  the  most  conuderable  towns  after  Wil&o,  and 
formed  the  principal  emporium  for  the  cqib> 
merce  of  the  north  of  Poland  with  the  Baltic 
eipedally  when  King  Ladislaus  IV.  had  put  in 
force  those  politic  regulataons,  which  forbade 
the  transporting  of  merchandise  beyond  Komo. 
By  this  means^  numerous  trading  vessels  of 
conaiderBble  tonnage  from  Kurich-haf,  Kteniga- 
berg  and  Memel  came  down  the  ^^men  to 
Komo  to  bn  loaded  with  com,  timber,  b«a]p« 
and  other  produce.  Hiis  export  trade  greatly 
augmented  the  opulence  and  number  of  its 
inhabitants,  so  that  before  the  livonian  war,  the 
pc^iulataon  was  estimated  at  thirty  thouwid. 

There  were  also  at  Komo,  beudea  splendid 
dinrcbes,  and  rich  monasteries,  a  college  ei 
Jeguitt  and  other  handsome  buildings. 

It:  13S2,  in  the  time  of  the  great  Gedymin, 

the  Pmsuans  made  an  inroad,  and  took  posaet- 

rion  of  the  fort  of  this  town,  in  which  tliey  burned 

three  Uionsand  penoni. 

0  2 
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In  1695,  intlie  cEBastroua  reiga  of  Johs  Ca- 
nmir,  the  Moscovites  entered  Kovno,  and  set  it 
on  fire.  The  conflagmtioD,irfiich lasted  sevsr^ 
days,  occaaioned  dreadful  deBtruction.  Nume- 
n>uB  faoiues,  and  neariy  all  tbe  principal  edifices 
were  reduced  to  ashes. 

In  the  successtfe  wars  with  the  Rusuans,  it 
was  agwn  pillaged.  It  was  here  that,  in  1812, 
^e  armiea  of  Napoleon  effected  their  passage. 

Recently,  in  1631,  daring  the  last  heroic 
■tniggle  for  independence,  tiie  Polish  army 
halted  several  days  at  Komo.  The  hearts  of 
the  inhabitants  were  filled  with  boundless  joy 
at  beholding  the  national  banners  aofiirled  be- 
neath the  radiant  sim.  The  doors  of  the 
churches  were  thrown  open,  and  the  people, 
prostrate  before  the  image  of  tlie  Most  High, 
mth  tears,  and  sobs,  and  holy  fervour,  raised 
their  ynces  to  the  God  of  battles,  believing  that 
glorious  moment  to  be  the  commencement  of 
brighter  days,  which  would  e&ce  every  recd- 
lection  of  bondage  and  oppresnou. 
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Bat  tiliat  brief  joy  ym  chaDged  into  iiitter 
regret>  and  dariteniog  sorrow.  With  the  Riu- 
Biana,  came  unnumbered  Eu£feriDgs,  and  the 
Tulture  of  despotism  alighted  upon  thia  land  of 
martyrs,  spreading  its  dark  wings  over  unhappy 
Lithuania.  But,  as  amongst  the  early  Christians^ 
a  calm  contempt  of  persecution  presaged  the 
triumph  of  the  Gospel  upon  earth,  so  the  mutual 
fear  and  determined  hatred  that  exist' between 
the  oppressed  and  the  oppressors,  is  the  har- 
binger of  happier  times  for  tyrant^ridden  Poland. 

The  situation  of  Komo  is  exceedingly  pic- 
turesque. The  famous  poet  Adam  Mickiericz, 
who  was  a  professor  of  literature  in  this  town, 
has  made  it  the  subject  of  several  beautiful  pas- 
sages. 

Kovno  was  frequently  honoured  with  the  pre- 
sence of  the  ancient  kings  of  Poland.  The 
Jagellons,  Stephen  Batory,  and  I<adislauB  IV., 
preferred  it  to  any  other  town.  The  second  of 
these  caused  pontoons  to  be  constructed  there 
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ibr  the  war  with  Moecovy.  He  founded  also  on 
tbia  ddigfatfiil  spot  a  ra&ge  for  a  certain  number 
<^  inralided  warrion.  Conformably  to  the 
wishes  of  the  conatituti<Ri  of  the  yeer  1630,  a 
Idod  of  arsenal  was  constructed  here. 

Kovno  fonneily  nuuntuoed  a  commerdal 
intercourse  with  the  English,  the  FnUHaoa,  the 
Buwans,  the  Swedes,  and  other  natioas  beudes. 
At  the  present  day,  a  towD-faatl,  sereral  houses 
built  of  stone,  some  churches,  one  of  which  is  a 
Lutheran  place  of  worship,  end  two  thoumid 
fire  Imndied  inhabitants  are  all  that  u  left  of  its 
aadent  spleiklonr. 

Konio,  tiaTersed  by  the  high  road  from  War- 
saw to  Petersburg,  is  twelve  miles*  from  Wilna, 
eighteen  from  Grodno,  and  nxty  firom  Warsaw ; 
it  fwmerly  bebnged  to  the  palatinate  of  Troki ; 
at  present  it  bdoogs  to  the  gorenunent  of 

•  A  Pollth  otiSauj  nOe  hsa  flt*  English  mllw,  in  tb* 
KMth  part  of  PoUad  man  than  dx. 
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Wloa;  it  b  besides  the  chief  town  of  the 
district,  which  bean  its  name. 

The  booey  of  Kovno  is  highly  prized,  and 
above  oil,  its  wtute  honey,  firom  which  is  ex- 
tracted an  exquisite  kind  of  mead,  commonly 
called  lipiee  Korienski.  A  bottle  of  this  cost 
as  much  as  three  English  guineas.  It  ia  a 
bererage  that  is  peculiar  to  Poland  alone ;  it  was 
greatly  esteemed  by  many  of  the  ancient  Ungs, 
as  also  by  Koeciuszko,  and  even  by  the  Emperor 
Napoleon.  Very  renowned  fairs  were  formerly 
held  in  this  town. 

O'Connor,  an  Engli^  author  of  some  highly 
appreciated  works  on  statistics,  and  another  of 
his  countrymen,  consider  Komo  and  IHnsk  two 
points  of  great  importance  and  interest. 

At  five  miles  from  Kovno,  travellers  generally 
■top  to  nut  Pozayscie,  or  Mons  Patas,  a  place 
rendered  remarkable  by  its  magnificent  church, 
and  a  convent  of  Camaldolites,  founded  and 
richly  endowed  by  the  grand  chancellor  of  Li- 
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tbuinia,  Count  Pac  He  oonstnictioa  of  this 
^urch,  a  masterpiece  of  ordutectural  talent, 
coat  eight  nullioiu  of  Ft^iah  flortna,  ezactlji  four 
inillicnis  of  Kngliali  BluUingB,  lAe  ennrona  of 
Pozajrsde,  aa  well  ai  those  of  KorB<^  an  covered 
witb  large  foreatf. 
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NOTE  TO  CHAPTER  VII. 


In  Poland,  where  war  was  the  principal 
occupation  of  the  nobifitf ,  as  hostilities  were 
almost  invariably  carried  on  at  some  point  of 
the  frontier,  the  sword  was  the  inseparable  com- 
panion of  the  warrior,  from  Ins  youth  to  the 
tomb.  Even  in  peace,  erery  nobleman  reqoired 
it ;  with  it  otkncea  were  chastised,  and  many 
(fifficult  queertjons  resolved. 

Duelling  with  [nstols  was  very  rare  in  Poland 
at  the  beginning  of  the  nxteentii  century.  In 
personal  encounters,  the  sabre  was  the  usual 
weapon  that  was  employed.  It  was  an  indis- 
pensable reqmrite  in  the  education  of  youth, 
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thatthey  should  be  skilled  in  the  sabre^xercise, 
from  the  age  of  thirteen  years;  and  schoot-boys 
were  accustomed  to  fence  with  sticks,  to  train 
themselves  to  the  use  of  the  sabre. 

At  every  f(ur,  at  every  meeting,  at  every  fSte, 
as  also  before  the  local  aathorities,  combatants 
fought  with  swords,  in  the  presence  of  numerous 
eye-witnesses.  Court-yards,  or  the  cemetery  of 
the  parish  church,  were  often  the  arena  of  these 
sanguinary  conflicts,  which  were  the  result 
sometimes  of  inclination,  sometimes  of  necessity. 
Perfection  in  the  art  of  wielding  the  sabre, 
conmted  of  whirling  it  round  with  so  much 
rapidity,  tliat  a  small  stcne,  thrown  from  a 
moderate  distance,  should  always  stnke  agunst 
the  blade  and  be  prevented  from  attaining  the 
body.  There  was  also  another  t«st  that  was 
equally  unquestionable,  which  was,  that  the 
swordsman,  while  engaged  in  combat,  should 
mention  some  word,  and  write  it  with  the  point 
of  tiie  weapon,  on  the  body  of  bis  antagonist. 
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This  second  proof,  required  greater  addresB  than 
the  former. 

It  iniut  be  observed  that  the  sabres  were 
curved,  and  that  in  no  case  was  it  allowed  to 
thrust. 

The  nobility  alone  enjoyed  the  right  of 
hanng  the  sabre  suspended  by  their  ddes.  This 
practice,  which  was  certiunly  not  without  its 
abuses,  was  productive  however,  of  more  benefit 
than  injury.  The  sabre  continued  to  be  worn 
even  after  the  dismemberment  of  Poland. 
Tbere  are  men  who  wear  it  at  the  present  day, 
in  White  Ruscda  and  IJthuania.  In  many 
[daces  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  meet  with  old 
campaigners,  brought  up  in  the  scho/is  kept 
by  die  Jesuits,  who,  after  a  glass  or  two  of  wine, 
would,  sabre  in  hand,  disconcert  the  most  skilfiil 
fencers  on  the  continent ;  for  it  is  impossible  to 
have  any  idea  to  what  degree  of  perfection 
tlus  exerdse  was  carried  in  ancient  Poland. 

Hie  Hungarians  alone  can  rival  the  Poles 
in'  this  particular;    for  at  the  present  time 

TOL.  I.  F 
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the    use    of    this   weapon   is   well    known    in 
Hungary. 

A  special  and  peculiar  weapon,  in  which 
the  Poles  are  unrivalled  in  the  world,  is  the 
lance. 
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''  H«r  fctber  lorad  me,  oTt  Invited  we, 
BtiU  qaeitioaed  ms  the  itory  of  aij  lih.'' 

SaAKBSFlABI. 


I  WAS  bom  in  Podolia,*  in  a  dnnain  poesesMd 
by  my  father,  near  Ceacsnik,  on  the  verdant 
banks  of  the  Boh. 

I  was  an  only  son  and  idc^eed  by  my  parents. 
My  father,  a  distinguished  nobleman,  after 
having  served  his  country  vitb  gloty  during  the 
ipaee  of  tUrty  yeais,  retired  with  the  scars  of 

*  See  tba  vote  on  Podolla  «t  the  end  of  tU*  Tolmne. 
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many  honourftble  wounds,  to  terminate  in  peace- 
fulness  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  the  boeom  of 
his  family.  But  he  preserved  in  his  retirement 
his  ancient  habits ;  and  the  battles,  in  which  he 
had  fought,  the  countries  over  which  be  bad 
marcbed,  the  dangers  which  he  had  surmounted, 
and  in  short  the  adventures  of  various  kinds, 
with  which  bis  path  had  been  strewed,  were  the 
usual  subjects  of  his  convei^tion.  Haying  been 
at^cuBtomed  to  yield  a  pasuve  obedience  to  his 
superiors,  be  assumed  a  high  ascendancy  over 
all  that  surrounded  iiim.  Although  naturally 
severe,  he  was  kind  and  tender-hearted;  but 
all  his  auctions  were  concentrated  upon  his 
wife  and  lus  children.  Age,  and  hard  service 
had  not  impaired  bis  bodily  strength  and  vigour ; 
he  was  an  ardent  lover  of  the  chase,  and  in  general 
of  every  violent  exercise. 

I  was  destined  from  my  boyhood  to  a  military 
Ufe ;  and  my  father,  whose  sole  care  it  was  to 
train  up  one  brave  defender  more  for  his  country, 
endeavoured  by  every  means  in  his  power  to 
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strengthea  and  incre&B8  whatever  qualities  he 
diacoTered  in  me  esBential  to  a  soldier.  Healthy 
and  robust  by  nature,  I  mounted  at  twelve  years 
of  age  vntbout  saddle  or  bridle  the  most  spirited 
couner.  I  was  not  afraid  to  swim  through  the 
swelling  waves,  and  to  go  in  pursuit  of  wild 
boars  and  wolves.  For  miles  round  my  home, 
there  was  not  a  plain  that  I  had  not  crossed  in 
every  (Erection  ;  there  was  not  a  forest,  however 
deep  and  gloomy,  of  which  I  bad  not  by  day  or 
by  night,  in  loneliness,  traced  every  latent  path. 
I  braved  hunger  and  thirst,  cold  and  heat,  and 
every  kind  of  fatigue . 

How  many  times  have  my  nsters  trembled 
for  my  life  !  I  seem  even  dow  to  behold  them, 
when  returning  from  my  wild  rambles,  I  proudly 
displayed  the  spoils  I  had  brought  home.  While 
my  father  congratulated  me  upon  my  courage, 
they  would  run  to  me,  and  though  the  teais 
were  gUstening  in  their  eyes,  they  enjoyed  my 
triumph,  embraced  me  and  gave  me  a  thousand 
proo&  of.  the  fondest  auction.     Ah  I  sweet. 
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but  faeait-rendiDg  rBmiiiiseeBeee !  Alas  I  t  fasre 
oeveruQce  met  with  that  inexbauetible  solidtade, 
that  cordial  and  anTSrying  kindnesi,  of  vbich  I 
wu  the  object  bcmsBth  my  lather's  roof  I 

I  ma  greatly  charmed  with  this  kind  of  HEb  ; 
it  gave  suppleness  to  my  limbs,  and  ctrengtli.to 
my  frame,  it  inB[urMl  me  with  a  favourable 'itka 
of  my  own  physical  powers. 

To  the  numerous  reproaches,  which  my 
mother  heaped  Qpon  me  for  vainly  ezposiog  my 
life  to  peiil,  my  btber  constantly  replied,  that  if 
I  was  doomed  to  perish,  die  deorms  of  IMrine 
Proridence  were  unalterable.  "You  know  also, 
Madam,  that  I  destine  him  to  the  hard  proCss- 
sitm  of  arms :  what  other  can  be  more  suitable 
to  a  Foli^  citicen  condemoed  to  unending 
wars  F  I  am  denrous  that  he  should  learn  to  fit 
himselffor  a  profession,  by  which  he  will  reap 
a  vast  harvest  of  glory :  I  am  desirous,  likewise, 
that  he  should  familiarise  himself  in  early  life 
with  various  daogets,  that  he  may  at  a  future 
day  bebetterqualifiedto  confront  or  escape  them." 
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iij  mother  aboak  her  hoad  in  token  of  duMnt, 
bat  ventured  on  do  wplj;  she  knew  the  irritable 
diqxHotion  of  her  husband,  and  resigned  herMtf 
to  her  fate.  I  ^en  found  her  sad  and  penave. 
I  avow  diat  t^  was  the  first  sorrow  that  I  aver 
fislt:  it  was  a  gnevous  sorrow;  I  adored  mj 
mother,  and  I  would  hare  g^wn  my  heart's  best 
blood  to  behold  her  hiippf.  I  became  more 
snbmisaTC,  more  attentm  to  her  than  ever, 
seeking  to  divine  til  her  thot^hts,  to  anlic^wte 
dl  her  wshes,  and  one  day,  overcome  by  the 
grie^  which  hec  troubles  awakened  within  ne^ 
I  made  bold  to  ask  her  the  reason  of  her 
affliction. 

My  qnestion  appeared  to  pcr[4ex  her.  She 
rsfdied  that  it  was  not  usual  for  parents  to  era- 
fide  all  their  cares  to  their  i^ildren.  I  renewed 
my  eotieatiet.  I  redoubled  my  caresses. 
**  Alast"  she  relied,  "  I  had  a  daugber  whom 
I  loved  so  fondly,  and  death  snatched  her  from 
me.    You  wiU  ere  long  quit  us,  to  be  involved, 
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perfaape,  io  a  thousand  perib ;  you  will  bequeath 
to  me  alarm,  disquietude,  and  aoguish :  and 
then,"  cried  she  with  a  chilling  accent  of  despair, 
"  there  are  sorrows  which  tjmecsnnotobliterate. 
You  are  yet  too  young  to  comprehend  them, 
and  may  God  grant  that  you  may  never  become 
acquainted  with  them." 
'  From  this  moment,  although  I  formed  di^r- 
ent  conjectures,  regarding  the  afflictaon  which 
a{q>eared  to  prey  apon  my  mother's  miitd,  young 
as  I  was,  I  had  sufficient  jodgment  to  perceive, 
however  imperfectly,  that  amongst  the  secret 
motives  of  her  grief,  there  might  be  some  which 
it  was  not  allowable  tor  me  to  attempt  to  hdKun . 
Her  reserve  stall  continued  to  affect  me.  I 
became,  in  my  turn,  sod  and  meditative.  I  began 
to  fly  from  my  father's  mansion  to  seek  elsewhere 
the  repose  and  tranqmllity' which  I  had  lost. 
My  melancholy  did  not  escape  the  watchful  eye 
ot  my  mother,  it  added  to  her  distress :  she 
evinced  greater  tenderness  towards    me  than 
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usua]«  and  succeeded  in  dispeUing  my  sorrows 
for  I  was  then  at  an  age  when  the  etiongeit  im- 
pressions are  rarely  durable. 

My  father  had  two  daughters,  the  issue  of  .a 
former  marriage  ;  they  were  hoth  married  aikd 
settled  in  the  neighbouriiood.  I  went  often  to 
see  them,  and  they  at  all  Uines  gave  me '  prooft 
of  their  uncere  attachment. 

As  our  estate  lay  near  the  Turkish  frontier, 
[  had  frequently  heard  of  Uie  incursions  of  the 
Tartars,  and  the  more  so,  as  my  mother  would 
have  been  carried  off  in  her  youth  by  one  of 
their  predatory  bands,  bad  she  not  been  rescued 
from  their  grasp  by  the  valour  of  a  nobleman.    . 

One  day  they  advanced  within  two  leagues 
of  our  abode,  and  filled  us  with  terror  and  disr 
treiB.  ^y  lather,  a  veteran  soldier,  soon  took 
his  determination,  and,  having  assembled  as 
many  followers  as  he  could  muster,  he  came 
upon  them  by  surprise,  cut  them  to  pieces,  killed 
tbar  khan,  and  liberated  all  the  prisoners  they 
had  taken.    I  accompanied  him  in  this  sangui-. 
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Buy  fny,  and  mth  my  t>ffn  hand  I  deatroyed 
Mrersl  Tartan. 

I  was  then  in  my  thirteentii  summer.  This 
resolute  and  successful  enterprise  gained  great 
fame  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  I  shall  never 
fof^t  the  moment,  when  my  &ther,  with  tiean 
ef  delight,  presented  me  on  our  return  &s  hia 
worthy  son,  to  my  mother,  sisters  and  fHends, 
while  I  was  still  covered  with  dust  and  gore. 

My  mother  and  my  usters  embraoed  me  t«fn- 
deriy.  All  gathered  round  me,  while  they  con- 
gratulated my  father  on  having  such  a  aon.  As 
fw  me,  I  felt  an  emotion^  which,  till  then,  J  had 
never  known. 

fiut  tlus  premature  joy,  these  brief  moments 
of  triumph  were  succeeded  by  carnage,  despair, 
and  exile.  Death  was  even  then  hoveling  over 
our  heads,  and  the  darkness  of  mourning  waa 
gathering  thick  around  us. 

In  conformity  with  a  custom,  which  pre* 
vuled  till  lately  in  PodoUa,  all  our  relatives  and 
friends  were  to  assemble  for  tJie  celebration  <rf 
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tbe  fiaut  of  i^ntaoosL  It  was  our  turn  to  re- 
ecsre  tke  Dumenus  soeietf ,  aad  great  pr^tan- 
tioDi  vera  alnad^  in  iaad  Sot  Ae  etdntaw- 
ment. 

It  vu  not  tmoHtal,  preneoily  to  tin  fatfival, 
to  liatan  to  ihe  pndietiona  of  tha  g^MOM,*  that 
abounded    in  theae   countriea,   and  that  were 

*  Formerly,  aiid  aboTe  all,  at  the  period  of  oar  numtlfe, 
Ibe  Belwintwi*,Cjg(uile,of  Ojpi)et,abcHiBdeduBthB&oiilien 
of  Torkaj  and  Hnogary,  aod  in  all  the  wutb  of  Poland.  Tbe 
women,  who  calculated  nUJTitlei,  wera  aged.  Tiiey  were 
regarded  with  «ome  ooDetderallon,  and  were  allowed  free 
iDgnM  Into  apy  part  of  the  three  itatet.  BaTing  no  Axed 
dwellingi,  and  leading  almoit  a  nomad  llle,  wandering  fron 
village  to  TUIaga,lh>meaaat^  to  ooaatryitbeyellen  became 
acqoainted  witb  Inroadi  Kae  tjme  before  tbe;  took  pl«eCi 
end  not  anfrequeatly  gare  warning  of  tbem  In  their  predic- 
tlona  to  Ibe  ttiMalened  coantria*.  m«  dngolar  nee  if 
•till  fonod  la  Fodolla  and  ixt  otber  toathem  proTinsea  of  tha 
ex>kiagdom  of  Poland,  u  well  ai  Id  Auatria  and  Wallaehia. 
Tb«y  illU  pnaena  all  their  ancient  babitt,  and  bave  no  certain 
nwani  of  tabelatenoc.  There  are  In  all  parti  gipcloif  who  are 
execllent  (krrien,  and  veterinary  lurgeon*.  Jn  general,  the 
people  of  thb  eaite  aw  addlctad  to  thieving,  bat  ore  rarely 
aMaisIn*.  They  tDiiietimee  *teal  children,  by  the  number  of 
wbtch  tbey  eiclte  public  compMilon.  Tlie  women,  who 
draw  cat  hoMfoopte,  •DineUtnee  amoM  conalderable  eume  H 
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sent  for  from  one  place  ta  another  to  calculate 
nativities,  or  tell  fortunes.  I  learned  that  one 
of  these  prophetesses  was  in  our  village,  and  I 
went  to  consult  her. 

She  was  in  extreme  old  age,  she  riretted  her 
scrutinising  e^  upon  me  for  some  time,  then 
took  hold  of  my  hand,  turned  it  round  several 
times,  exanuned  it,  and,  shaking  her  bead  with 
an  wr  of  sadness,  she  uplifted  her  clenched  band, 
and  all  at  once  gave  utterance  to  tiie  following 
words  of  warning  and  prophesy  : 

"  Fly,  By,  from  these  sad  places,  while  there 
is  yet  time,  for  the  scythe  of  daric  death  is 
already  dancing  over  yow  abode,  delighting 
beforehand  in  the  fatore  harvesL  Fly,  fly," 
continued  the  aged  Sibyl,  in  a  solemn  tone, 
**  for  otherwise  you  will  be  snatched  from  your 
father's  dwelling,  and  driven  &r  away,  as  a 
grain  of  sand  is  home  on  the  wings  of  the 
hurricane.  Your  life  will  be  short  and  stormy ; 
you  will  lose  all  that  is  dear  to  you,  and  you 
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will  i^e  petfaapa  in  your  coontiy,  bat  by  a 
nolent  and  terrible  deiUb." 

She  had  hardly  completed  her  prediction, 
when  a  dbmeatic  of  my  father's  came  in  quest  of 
me.  He  was  a  Russian  deserter,  of  Greek 
origin,  and  had  Iwen  with  us  fifteen  yean. 
My  &ther  in  a  fit  of  passion  had  on  one  occasion 
treated  lumDnjustly,buthehadmade  reparatiaa 
for  his  fault,  by  a  thousand  acts  of  kindness. 
Although  the  mau  bad  at  all  times  shewn 
greater  re^rd  to  me  than  to  any  other  of  the 
femily,  1  always  had  an  inrincible  aveiuon  for 
him.  Tliere  was  a  nnister  and  hideous  expres- 
non  in  his  countenance. 

•  He  looked  at  the  gipsy  sternly,  from  head  to 
foot,  while  his  scowling  eye  stole  upon  me  from 
beneath  his  dai^  lashes,  as  if  he  were  striving  to 
penetrate  the  mysterious  forebodings  of  the  old 
pr6[4ietess  by  the  effect  it  had  made  upon  me: 
He  then  glared  upon  me  with  a  demoniac  gase : 
if  I  liad  yielded  to  the  impulse  of  the  moment, 
I  should  have  lud  him  dead  at  my  feet.     When 
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I  left  the  gipsy,  I  bade  liim  hasten  home  before 
me ;  hu  very  preseace  was  hateful  to  me.  He 
obeyed  my  command,  with  some  reluctance. 

I  directed  my  steps  homenard,  in  a  sad 
and  thoughtful  mood.  Young  ai  I  was,  the 
wordi  of  the  gip>y  had  made  a  deep  impresnon 
upon  me.  It  was  night,  the  moon  was  shining 
with  her  full  resplendent  orb;  but  her  light 
qipeared  to  me  unusually  pale  and  sickly ;  my 
j^oomy  bncy  pictured  her  as  the  sad  herald  of 
death,  and  a  dark  cloud,  tiiat  suddenly  en- 
shrouded her  beams,  rendered  that  imagery 
more  appalling. 

Oh !  Philoso[^y,  bow  many  secrets  lie  buried 
in  nature,  which  thou  wilt  never  disinter  I  The 
moon  darkened  byacloud,  the  sight  of  that  man 
whom  I  abhorred,  the  sombre  presentiment  that 
haunted  me,  seemed  to  foretel  the  doom  that 
awaited  me.  In  vain  did  I  Bbive  to  deaden  the 
sensations  that  troubled  me,  in  vain  to  banish  the 
painful  thoughts  that  agitated  me ;  they  rallied 
round  my   soul  with    fiercer  energy,   as  the 
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leaned  Ibmu  of  faiieB  punue  the  cwiscience- 
stricken  tyrant 

After  having  been  rebuked  by  my  father  for 
my  abience,  I  doubted  whether  I  should  reveal 
my  appreheD«ioDa,  or  conceal  them.  I  reaolved 
to  make  every  thing  known  to  my  mother. 

She  listened  to  me  attentively,  and  my  recital 
appearra  to  move  her  de^ly :  "  I  have  often 
implwed  my  husband  to  dismiss  that  man  from 
his  aenioe,  but  he  would  never  aasent."  She 
then  went  to  my  &ther,  and  communicated  her 
fears.  My  father  was  displeased,  and  replied 
that  he  had  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  bis 
servant;  besides  he  feared  nobody)  not  even 
the  powers  below. 

He  however  called  the  man  into  his  pre- 
eoicei  and  eyed  him  with  a  Bearchinggaze,  while 
he  foobed  him  with  careful  questions ;  but  such 
was  bis  subtlety  and  address,  so  far  removed  did 
he  appear  &om  forming  any  machinations  against 
us,  that  he  succeeded  in  lulling  my  father  into  a 
Use  security,  and  in  deceivii^  him  so  eSectually 
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that  he  considered  m^  motfao's  appreheiuioM 
ill-grounded  and  futile. 

When  I  look  back  to  this  period,  I  am  more 
and  more  convinced,  that  drciunstances  aie 
frequently  so  linked  together,  that  the  chain 
t^pean  to  be  the  work  of  some  inrisible  hand. 

Our  expected  guesta  arrived,  and  sat  down 
to  (tinner.  Gaiety  had  reigned  amongst  them, 
and  my  father  promoted  the  hilarity  by  his  good 
humour  and  efiusions  of  wit.  The  servant^ 
alluded  to,  wEuted  upon  us.  I  kept  a  strict 
watch  upon  all  his  movements ;  I  -  faniued  I 
beheld  in  bis  fiery  eyes,  the  fleshes  o£  infernal 
joy,  such  as  the  relentless  savage  displays,  when 
he  dances  round  his  victim,  whose  flesh  be  is 
soon  about  to  devour. 

After  the  lapse  of  an  hour,  I  saw  bim  no 
more;  hu  absence  was  attributed  to  some 
ordinary  cause,  but  I  distrusted  him,  and  having 
prepared  my  arms,  I  placed  them  at  my  bed- 
side. 

Although  it  was  late  in   the    erening.  yet 
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as  Uta  weather  was  delightful,  we  all  took  a  walk 
to  a  neighbouring  grove  od  the  river's  bank,  and 
continned  in  pleasingconverse,  while m; sisters' 
children  ran  plajrfuUy  before  as.  When  we  bad 
reached  the  grove,  we  retraced  our  steps. 

All  was  calm  and  peaceful,  sleep  had  sealed 
the  eyelids  of  weary  mortals;  the  moon,  broad, 
languishing,  and  soft,  was  asserting  her  silent 
reign;  a  trickling  rill  was  murmuring  in  its 
windii^  course  along  the  plun,  and  tbe  Boh,* 
majesUc  amid  the  extensive  meads,  and  rolUng 
-  Jiis'  sullm    flood  towards  the   waters  of  the 

~  '.  ■  Tbe  Boh  moil  not  be  coarouDded  with  the  Bug  or  Bog. 
ne  Boh  riMi  at  Zboma  HogUa,  flow*  neejr  KonaUntynov, 
BnelaTand  Koniecpole,  conUnun  Hi  conrae  Ihmigh  nearly 
Ibe  whole  length  of  Podolia,  the  aneieDt  tcrrttor;  of  tbe 
TUUn,  TccelTM  near  It*  moath  the  tribnUr;  waten  of  the 
Ingoal,  and  fulli  loto  Ihe  Llmeo  ef  the  Dnieper,  near  MiIio> 
lalef, which  LlmBD  can  beconeldered  ai  a  bay  of  the  Black 
Sea.  The  Bog,  by  no  meani  lo  eoniiderable,  bai  iti  loarce 
In  the  ancient  palatloate  of  BcU,  at  the  frontier  of  Tolhynia, 
flowi  near  Chelm,  Vlodava,  BneK,  Litewlkt,  and  paailng 
thnnigh  the  palatinate  of  Podlaqoia,  It  eommonlcata  with 
tbi  Harti,  near  Byroqk,  KTcntyBve  Engll*h  mile*  to  tb« 
Kuth  of  Wanaw,  and  farty-two  mllei  from  tbat  place  Join* 
Ihi  VMulaat  No* jdT6r  oppoalte  the  fortrei* of  Modlln. 
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Euxine.  A  m^dngate  in  its  solitary  bower, 
was  aalutiD^  with  its  soul-eDcfaanting  Uy,  the 
voluptuous  spring,  while  a  fiood  of  tumultuous 
thoughts  was  whirling  in  my  brain. 

It  was  midnight  when,  we  reached  our  home: 
all  retired  to  their  nocturnal  rest.  When  I 
bade  adieu  to  my  friends,  I  embnced  them 
more  tenderly  than  I  had  been  accustomed, 
and  on  taking  my  nightly  farewell  of  my  parents, 
ny  heart  was  throbbing,  trembling  as  it  were 
under  the  weight  of  sensations  that  oppressed 
it.  When  ]  had  quitted  them,  I  returned  to 
receive  their  renewed  caresses,  and  in  the  midst 
of  our  mutual  endearments,  a  flood  of  tears 
streamed  down  my  cheeks,  giving  rent  to  tlie 
overcharged  feelings  which  troubled  my  mind. 

I  was  about  to  forget  all  my  disquietude  in 
sound  repose,  when  suddenly,  as  if  stung  by  a 
serpent,  I  sprang  from  my  bed,  and  resolved  to 
make  a  strict  search  in  the  interior  and  vicinity  of 
our  abode.  For  the  space  of  two  hours  T  visited, 
and  diligently  eiamined,  the  vari<Mis  coverts 
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BRMind  UB ;  I  travened  the  pariu,  roada,  groves  in 
every  direction.  I  was  not  able  to  discover  the 
least  cause  for  alarm,  bat  tlie  abaence  of  tia 
•ervant  still  distressed  me. 

I  retamed  home  and  retired  to  net,  after 
having  addressed  some  ferveat  prayers  to  the 
Aloughty  for  the  safety  of  my  parents ;  I  cost 
my  eyes  upon  my  arms  that  I  had  prepared, 
and  overcome  with  &tigus,  soon  fell  aslee;^ 
but  it  was  a  troubled  repose ;  I  was  agitated  by 
fnghtful  dreams.  After  having  been  racked  for 
an  hour  with  painful  nightmare,  rather  than 
refreshed  with  genial  slumber,  I  arose  fixpm  my 
bed.  Thinking  tiiat  I  heard  a  distant  noise,  I 
opened  the  window,  and  witii  straining  vision 
gazed  around;  I  listened  with  breathless  in- 
tennty,  but  could  discover  nothing  to  presage 
Any  danger.  The  dog,  at  other  times  so  vigilant, 
raised  not  the  voice  of  wnming. 

I  had  not  long  returned  to  my  bed  and 
doeed  ray  eyes,  when  I  was  suddenly  awakened 
by  a  hwri^ng  cfia.    I  beheld  the  whole  house 
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in  flames ;  I  beard  the  report  of  fira-amiB  uid 
the  clashing  of  swords;  I  heard  the  criea  of 
«<  The  Tartan  t  The  TartarB  !"  aud  started  up 
from  my  bed,  fancying  that  I  was  still  under  the 
illunon  of  a  dream ;  I  seized  my  hanger  and  my 
other  arms,  and  soon,  O  mournful  spectacle  I 
1  beheld  my  sisters  lying  on  the  floor  ot  the 
adjoining  room,  hombly  mutilated,  and  welter- 
ing in  their  blood :  the  husbands  of  the  two 
married  ones  with  their  children,  who  had 
accompanied  them  on  their  visit,  lay  murdered 
before  my  eyes,  and  near  the  door  of  my  room 
waa  stretdied  the  mangled  corpse  of  my  father, 
and  not  far  from  it  were  several  Tartars,  glutted 
but  not  sated  with  carnage,  uttering  the  most 
dreadful  imprecations. 

I  was  on  the  point  of  rushing  upon  them,  when 
a  frightful  groan  reached  my  ear,  and  rivetted  me 
£or  A  moment  to  the  spot  It  whs  the  groan  of  my 
mother,  whom  the  perfidious  servant  was  drag- ' 
ing  by  the  hair.  She  called  out  to  me  with  a 
feeble  but  distinct  voice :  "  Seek  refuge  in  flighti 
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StanislauB,  Sj  quickly,  cluld,  tfaere  is  no  hope  of 
safety  for  me !" — ^wlule  the  aseasun  was  brandiab- 
ii^  a  glittering  da^^r  over  her  head,  exclaiming, 
with  ferocbus  delight :  **  After  fif^n  years  of 
endurance,  the  crop  has  at  length  become  ripe 
for  the  sickle." 

At  tlas  si^t^  my  blood  ran  cold  with  horror. 
Impelled  by  my  fiiry,  I  cleared  at  a  single 
bound  the  distance  that  separated  me  from  the 
murderous  wretch,  and,  crying  aloud ;  "  Is  it 
thou,  blood-thirsty  tiger?"  I  dashed  at  him 
mtli  my  hanger,  end  buiied  its  point  in  his 
heart. 

I  rushed  with  my  sword  upon  the  nearest 
Tartars,  and  laid  two  of  them  dead  at  my  feet, 
then  with  my  poniard  I  inflicted  a  bta]  wound 
upon  a  third,  who  was  about  to  cut  me  down : 
the  number  of  my  victims  multiplied ;  despair 
and  the  burmng  thirst  of  revenge  had  armed 
me  with  resisUess  strength ;  the  blood  streamed 
from  my  wounds,  and  pressed  hard  by  increas- 
ing numbers,  I  succeeded  in  retreating  into  my 
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room,  where  I  rectdlected  that  my  firvanas 
vera  lying  loaded.  My  mother,  in  her  stnigg^ 
to  defend  me  with  her  bleeding  body,  received  & 
desperate  cut  that  was  intended  former  I  adzed 
my  ^^la,  fired  them  both  at  -once,  laying 
prostrate  two  of  my  opponents ;  I  disdUkrged  my 
musket,  and  a  third  of  the  savage  monsters 
writhed  in  the  agonies  of  death. 

The  report  of  the  fire-arms  thickened  the 
number  of  my  foea.  My  hllier,  whom  I  be- 
lieved dead,  summoned  up  all  his  streogdi ;  by  a 
deadly  effi>rt  rused  hinufelf  upon  his  l^s^  grasped 
a  dagger,  and  plunged  it  into  one  of  the  Tartan. 
Id  a  moment  be  was  cloven  down  by  Dumeroua 
sabres,  and  with  his  expiring  breath  exclumed  '■ 
**  Avenge  me,  son,  I  bless  thee  I"  l^eSfr  wer* 
the  last  words  that  escaped  from  bis  pallid 
lips. 

I  was  OD  the  point  of  being  cut  to  pieces^ 
when  one  of  their  chiefs  precipitately  entered, 
and  commanded  a  retreat.  I  alone  survived 
tiie  nuBaocre;  the  fire  was  committing  diead&il 
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rsTHges  00  all  sides :  all  the  timbers  were  id  a 
blaze,  and  the  roof  fidling  in  with  a  terrible 
crash,  obliged  the  Tartars  to  abandon  the  scene 
of  slaughter.  Weakened  by  the  loss  of  blood,  1 
fell  into  a  swoon,  unconscioiu  of  all  that  was 
passing  around  me. 

All  at  once  I  thwight  I  heard,  as  it  were  in 
a  dram,  the  renewed  din  of  arms,  and  fresh 
groans  appeared  to  reach  mj  ear.  I  seemed  to 
be  breatlung  a  thick  sufibcating  atmoBphere. 
When  I  came  to  myself,  I  was  lying  apon  a 
wide-phun,  and  all  my  limbs  were  bound  with 
cords.  I  learned,  by  tdgns,  that  I  hod  hem 
£utened  upon  a  horse,  and  so  traasported  to  the 
sptA  where  I  was.  Those  who  snrrounded  me 
mre  eager  to  acquaint  me  with  my  unhqipy 
filte.  I  hod  been  snatched  from  the  arms  of  my 
bleeding  mo^r.  Our  whole  habitation,  and 
the  bodies  of  those  that  had  fallen,  had  become 
the  prey  of  the  flames ;  within  those  walls,  where 
OB  the  erening  before,  in  the  company  of-vy 
parrats,  I    was  feeding  my  imagination  -wiA 
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dreams  of  future  happinees,  all  was  now  a  heap 
of  blackened  ruins,  so  that  I  could  not  even  have 
gathered  up  the  aahes  of  him  to  whom  in  mj 
in&ncy  I  had  lisped  the  endearing  name  of 
father. 

I  vas  apprised  that  there  had  been  another 
battle,  in'  idiicb  the  Poles,  victorious,  had  re- 
gained the  spoil,  infUcting  a  terrible  vengeance 
upon  the  sanguinary  muauders,  but  that  by  an 
extraordinary  chance,  they  had  made  themselves 
maBtera  of  my  person.  I  guned  certain  intelli- 
gence that  the  catastrojdie  of  that  &tal  night 
had  been  brought  about  by  the  agency  of  the 
domestic,  of  whom  I  had  so  strong  a  suspitaoQ. 
He  ruffian  had  long  muatained  a  secret  cor- 
respondence with  the  Tartars,  -wkam  he  had 
treacherously  admitted  into  the  house. 

Ofa,  who  could  depict  my  despair  and  rage 
at  the  recital  of  so  many  horrors  I  I  was  on  the 
pmnt  of  blaspheming  agunst  nature,  and  of 
arraiguing  heaven  for  having  spared  me.  My 
wounds  broke  out  afresh,  and  the  blood  streuned 
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from  the  g^ing  deauies.  I  was  seized  with  a 
strong  parozyBm  of  burning  fever,  and  I  sunk 
senseless  upon  the  ground.  When  I  recovered, 
I  was  reclining  upon  an  ottoman  in  a  o^- 
cious  and  el^ant  tent,  and  a  slave  was  be- 
Btowing  such  atteodons  upon  me  as  my  con- 
dition required.  I  was  soon  accosted  b^  a 
Tiuk,  who  told  me  that  I  had  been  spared  on 
account  of  my  youth,  and  the  couiage  I  had  dis- 
played ;  that  he  had  purchased  me  from  the 
Tartars,  and  I  was  about  to  accompany  him  to 
Constantinople. 

In  rain  did  I  supplicate  him  to  restore  me  to 
liberty;  he  was  inflexible;  mytearsandentreatiea 
were  of  no  arail.  "  Sach  are  ye  ever,  ye  mis- 
creants. Dost  thou  not  know,  that  according  to 
the  blessed  light  of  our  true  Mth,  the  great  Allah 
has  written  every  man's  destiny  in  the  great 
book  of  futurity,  and  that  every  living  creature 
u  ruled  by  his  laws  ?  Do  not  then  blaspheme, 
but  bow  thy  neck  to  the  yoke  of  necessi^." 

I   then    strove  to  gain  some  tidings  of  my 


c.y  Google 


24  THE   FOLBS IN 

mother :  this  was  a  subject  on  which  I  could 
gun  no  information.  We  at  length  set  out  for 
Constantinople.  I  was  sold  again,  as  good  as 
my  health  and  strength  were  restored.  An 
Anhian  merchant  purchased'  me.  With  him 
my  fate  speared  less  cruel,  for  he  respected 
mj  religion,  and  sometimes  gave  me  tokens  ct 
esteem  and  coufideuce.  But  at  the  end  of  two 
years,  during  wluch  I  had  made  with  him  and 
lue  caravan,  a  journey  to  Mecca,  then  to  Egypt 
and  A«a  Minor,  he  died.  His  heir  endeavoured 
to  force  me  to  embrace  Islamism.  Upon  my 
podtdve  refusal,  he  loaded  me  with  chains,  and 
plunged  me  into  a  tainted  dungeon,  in  which  I 
had  no  other  companions  but  toads  and  loath- 
some reptiles;  and  I  was  treated  with  so  mu^ 
barbarity,  that  I  was  constantly  invoking  death 
as  the  only  limit  to  my  sufierings. 

I  was  thus  pining  away  in  gloom  and  misery, 
when  suddenly,  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  I 
heard  the  door  of  my  dungeon  slowly  creaking 
on  its  hinges.    A  line  of  beaming  light  darted 
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acroBS  ike  dark  vault  in  which  I  lay ;  a  femal?, 
beautiftil  as  the  dawn,  amiable  and  lonljr  as 
the  voice  of  the  weU-beloved  on  the  morning  of 
ihe  nuptials,  appeared.advanced, and  stood  before 
me.  Four  black  eunuchs  followed  her,  each 
bearing  a  dark  lantern.  I  thought  I  whs  in  a 
dream,  experiencing  a  delirium  of  blisr,  and  be- 
holding in  her,  one  of  tboae  celestial  houria, 
ever  young,  blooming,  and  fresh, — one  of  those 
creatures  of  eastern  imagination,  scarcely  infe- 
rior to  a  divinity,  and  above  the  angels,  whose 
smiles  disengage  onr  souls'fTom  earth,  and  whose 
image  alone  can  be  invoked  after  the  elixir,*  by 
tiie  burning  bmn  of  an  Arab  of  the  desert,  or 
by  tlie  mind  tliat  has  been  raised  to  bearen  by 
the  enrapturing  melody  of  the  northern  harp. 
I  had  scarcely  time  to  contemplate  her,  and 

*  A  Mrt  of  Anbiu  drink,  which  oenUoai  a  (I^Urinm, 
during  which  Tolnptuons  Bod  wkrlike  Idea*  ipriag  up  In  (he 
mind.  The  Anbiani  drink  of  Uili  beverage  attbe  moment  of 
capital  etecDiton,  to  dbpel  ihe  hoirori  oT  their  tatt  momenti. 
Ilief  coDiider  tha  tUodi  eoDJnred  Dp  In  tha  brain,  bj  thii 
iDtoxleating  bevertge,  ■•  the  gleamt  of  eternal  bfflttlade. 
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recover  from  my  surprise,  when  my  fetters  had 
already  dropped  from  my  limbs  :  *'  Be  free. 
Christian,"  said  my  guardian  angel.  "  I  am  the 
vife  of  the  tyrant  who  oppresses  thee  ;  thou  art 
young,  unfortunate,  a  stranger,  I  admire  thy 
resolution,  thy  attachment  to  the  faith  of  thy 
forefathers.  Although  my  husband's  parents 
first  saw  the  light  in  the  garden  of  Asia,  I  bad  a 
mother,  whose  mother  was  not  of  the  land  of 
palm  trees.  A  fate  similar  to  thine  had  thrown 
her  upon  the  banks  of  the  river  of  Crocodiles. 
She  was  bom  in  those  abundant  regions,  which 
are  called  the  granary  of  Fianfpstan,*  bounded 
by  two  seas ;  and  in  those  regions  there  is  the 
richest  verdure,  beautiful  women,  noble  warriors, 
and  among  other  streams,  a  resounding  rirer, 
which  descends  Jrom  mountains  crowned  with 
forests,  and  capped  with  eternal  snows,  mingling 
its  mighty  waters  on  the   east  of  the  glorious 

*  ThaTnrki,  and  other  oiiantali.slTeUiIideiioiiiliiitloii  to 
Europe,  mnd  wimeUniei  to  France.  It  1«  clenr  that  the  wMith 
«f  Poland  w>d  tba  Oniwtcr  ir*  twi*  iotcmled. 
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central  luminoiy,  towards  the  zone  o£  fire, 
with  the  waves  of  Kara  Denisse;*  over  that 
river,  and  over  those  mountains,  hover  at 
times,  the  royal  race  of  snow-white  birds.  I 
knew  the  mother  of  my  mother;  I  loved 
the  mother  of  my  mother ;  peace  be  to  her 
soul;  happiness  to  her  country.  Take  this 
raiment,  this  purse,  this  sword,  which  wnt  that 
of  a  Christian,  like  yourself,  and  return  into  ihy 
country.  Take  with  thee  that  slave ;  thou  hast 
spared  him  cruel  tortures.  Mohed  loved  thee ; 
he  has  always  been  futhful ;  he  wilt  be  gratefuL 
Remember  that  from  east  to  west,  trom  north 
to  south,  all  men  are  equal,  and  ought  to  be 
so  upon  earth,  and  that  there  is  but  one  God, 
the  creator  of  all  things,  and  but  one  only  Uw 
in  all  nature.  By  this  law,  virtue  and  vice 
alone  establisbes  a  difference  in  mankind.  Bear 
in  mind  also,  that  by  this  law,  woman  is  com- 


*  Tbe  BiMk  3ei  li  Uitu  callxl  In  the  But.    Cart,  in 
TutUtk,  ilgnifiei  BlaeH,  sod  Denti*.  Sta.—C*antt  itorit. 
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inis§ioaed  to  reoder  less  punfiit  to  man,  hU 
short  pilgrimage  througti  this  life.  Thus  then, 
whether  we  are  ChristiaQ  women,  or  MusBuImans, 
we  reign  only  hj  compasnon  and  gentlenen. 
There  is  one  thing  that  I  demand  from  ttiee  be- 
fore thj'  departure." 

"I-  am  ready  to  comply,"  cried  I,  without 
heutation. 

**  Well  then  I  swear  to  me  here,  in  your  man- 
ner of  adoring  the  Eternal,  tliat  you  will  nerer 
inflict  vengeance  upon  my  husband." 

"  I  swear  in  the  name  of  my  God ;  I  swear, 
that  the  person  of  your  husband  shall  be  ever 
sacred  to  mer"  leplied  I,  throwing  myself  at  her 
feet,  embradng  them  with  fervour,  and  bedew- 
ing them  witfa  my  tears. 

She  opposed  not  my  transports,  but  raising 
me  up  by  the  hand,  esclumed.  **  Go  then,  go 
quickly,  for  the  ^me  is  short,  and  may  AUah 
watch  over  thee  in  thy  way !" 

I  imprinted  reiterated  kisses  upon  her 
bands,  I  accepted  her  presents,  above  all  the 
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Mbre,  which  I  knew  to  be  my  iftther'a,  and  I 
WW  soon  beyond  the  sad  preciocU  of  mj  dun* 
geon. 

I  had  no  eeoner  felt  the  virifying  breath  of 
the  pure  m,  of  which  I  bad  been  so  tong  de- 
prived, than  I  appeared  restored  to  a  new  ttfe-: 
nature  seemed  to  me  more  beautiful,  the  moon 
more  brilliaut,  the  flowers  more  odoriferous. 

It  was,  however,  impracticable  for  me  to 
return  otrai^t  into  Poland.  I  wandered  about 
fitr  a  long  time  without  deeUnation,  and  I  at 
length  arrived  on  the  frontiers  of  Ftenia. 
Having  learned  that  this  power  was  then  en- 
gaged m  a  war  with  Russia,  I  entered  its  service 
and  we  soon  joined  battle  with  the  foe. 

My  experience,  the  education  I  had  received, 
and  a  slight  advantage  we  gained  in  a  conflict 
with  the  Huwiaas,  were  tite  oaase  of  my  promo- 
tion, but  at  yet,  I  could  find  no  opportunity  of 
returning  to  my  native  land.  Peace  was  con* 
eluded,  and  then  I  strove  to  realise  this  m^ 
moat  ardent  hope,  my  Crodest  wish  ;  but  Pefsia 
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became  mvolved  in  a  freeh  war  with  Turkey, 
and  I  was  again  emploj'ed.  In  the  first  ea- 
counter,  we  were  victoiiouB,  but  in  the  second, 
being  badly  commaoded,  and  orerwhelmed  by 
superior  numbers,  we  were  defeated,  and,  to- 
gether with  Mohed,  I  became  the  prisoner  of 
Muley  Hassan,  a  cousin  of  the  grand  viuer. 

He  was  a  man  severe  but  just.  He  sum- 
moned  me,  and  asked  me  several  questions. 
Having  learned  a  litUe  of  the  Turkish  languag* 
during  my  first  captivity,  I  answered  him  in 
that  language,  and  this  appetuvd  to  dispose  bin 
in  my  favour.  My  skill  in  the  exercise  of  the 
bow  pleased  him  much,  and  I  was  allowed  to 
accompany  him  in  the  chase.  I  also  followed 
him  in  scHoe  of  bis  excursions.  We  vinted 
Syria,  Palestine,  Jerusalem,  where  I  was  per- 
mitted to  see  the  tomb  of  our  Saviour.  In 
returning  through  Asia  Minor,  we  took  a  devious 
track  and  lost  our  way — the  wide  desert  lay 
before  us. 

We  were  about  -to  halt,  when  we  were  sud- 
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denly  aesailed  by  a  troop  of  Bedouins,  who  put 
to  the  Bword  a  part  of  our  number,  Muley 
Hanan,  already  surrounded,  was  on  the  point 
of  felling,  when  an  arrow  launched  from  my 
bow,  by  chance  pierced  the  heart  of  the  chief; 
his  followers,  seeing  him  fell,  were  seited  with 
»  panic  terror,  and  took  to  rapid  flight. 

**  Uobelierer,"  cried  my  master,  "l  am  in- 
debted to  thee  for  my  life.  As  soon  as  we  reach 
home,  I  swear  to  thee  by  the  great  Prophet, 
I  swear  to  thee  by  my  beard,  that  I  will  grant 
whataoeyer  thou  deairest." 

When  we  arrived  at  his  dwelling,  be  told  m* 
that  I  was  free. 

"  Wilt  thou,"  said  he,  "  remain  with  me  ? 
wilt  thou  become  a  true  believer  ?  my  treasures 
are  thine ;  thou  shalt  espouse  my  daughter,  and 
peaceably  enjoy  all  the  advantages  which  we  can 
possess  here  below." 

I  was  touched  by  his  offer,  but  I  experienced 
so  ardent  a  deure  of  se^ng  my  country  once 
.  more,  that  it  appeared  to  me  impossible  to  liv« 
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far  froin  it  longer.  Often,  when  the  decline  or 
the  rising  of  the  sun  called  to  their  orisona  the 
adorers  of  the  Pro[^et,  I  loved  to  pursue  in 
their  flight,  with  hngering  eye,  the  birds  that 
were  wingipg  their  way  over  my  head  to  mj 
native  land.  I  envjed  tfaeir  lot.  I  sighed  for 
pinions  to  bear  me  to  my  home.  Tltanking 
him  for  his  lundness,  I  conjured  Mm  to  allow 
me  to  dcfiart.  He  appeared  to  be  reflecting 
Cor  a  moment^  and  his  brow  daijcened. 

" XJsten,"  sud he  to  me;  "I  love  thee,  and 
I  feel  that  it  would  be  very  painful  for  me  to 
part  with  thee.  What  caost  thou  do  in  thy 
country?  thy  &mily  has  perished;  thoa  wik 
here  Qfid  what  thou  hast  lost.  I  will  be  unto 
theie  a  &iend, — a  father,  I  will  respect  thy 
treed ;  all  ifaat  Z  ask  of  thee  is  to  love  me, 
and  to  aamt  my  daughter  in  promoting  thp 
happiness  of  my  declining  years'" 

His  mce  was  eo  tender  while  he  thus  ad- 
dnassed  tob;  there  was  so  much  sadness  and 
a^ection  io  his  Ipok,  th^t  I  dared  not  answer 
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him,  for  fear  of  chtogiog  hia  good  imcntiona  in 
m;  &Tour.  He  ^>peu«d  to  read  in;r  thougfats, 
tad  to  dirine  mj  wUies. 

"  Ah  I"  said  he,  "  dort  thou  tfakik  that  I  am 
ungrateful,  dost  thou  tiunk  that  I  am  capeblo 
irf  fbrgetdng  my  oath.  Leare  me,  if  thou 
wilt. — I  am  far  from  reproaching  thee  for 
loring  thj  countr;.  The  Koran  tells  us,  that 
a  gnin  of  sand  from  our  natiTe  soil  is  more 
^reeable  to  our  soul  than  the  most  fertile 
fields  in  a  foreign  land.  Two  days  afiter  the 
•nd  of  Rhanuuan,  thou  shalt  prooeed  oo  thy 
way." 

When  tlie  day  of  my  departure  had  arrived, 
he  called  me  at  an  early  hour,  and  taid  to  me. 
"  Here  a»  ssTeral  devoted  attendants  that  irill 
follow  thee  into  Poland.  I  present  to  tfa«e 
berides,  in  token  of  my  esteem  and  gratitude, 
the  best  horse  in  my  stables;  it  is  said,  that  he 
brings  good  fortune  to  Ma  master  amid  dangers. 
I  give  Ihee  thy  faithful  slave,  to  whom  thou 
appearest  attached.  Accept  also,  this  dog, 
c  2 
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which  fears  not  to  attack  any  beast  of  prey. 
Take  likewise  these  onns,  which  have  aever 
betrayed  the  arm  of  their  master,  and  Utou  shalt 
be  supplied  with  sufficient  riches  to  live  in 
the  bosom  of  plenty,  for  the  remunder  of  thy 
days  ....  Thou  art  about  to  be  happy; — 
give  happiness  to  another — there  is  a  Christian 
woman  amongst  my  slaves :  she  would  be  glad 
to  accompany  thee.  Let  her  be  summoned 
hither." 

A  female  advanced  in  years,  now  presented 
herseK  before  me :  grief  had  traced  its  lines 
upon  her  care-worn  face.  At  beholding  her, 
I  experienced  a  feeling  far  stronger  than  com- 
passion. She  spoke  a  few  words  to  me  in  broken 
Polish, — I  shuddered — some  unearthly  influence 
seemed  to  attract  me  to  her.  She  suddenly 
fixed  her  eyes  upon  me,  a  livid  paleness  settled 
on  her  cheeks,  she  extended  her  arms  to  me,  and 
exclaimed;  "  Stanislaus  I  my  son!"  She  then 
fell  into  a  deep  swoon.  It  was,  indeed,  my 
Oh  I  who  could  describe  the  wild 
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tumult  of  feelings  tbat  btiAe  in  upon  my  soul, 
I  threw  myself  on  the  bosom  of  my  funting 
motfier,  and  by  my  cares  I  soon  revired  her. 
Her  joy  at  beholding  me,  bordered  upon  deli- 
rium :  she  clasped  me  in  her  arms, — she  wept, 
— she  embraced  me  again  and  agun,  mingling 
her  tears  with  mine,  as  her  Ueses  were  imprinted 
on  my  cheeks. 

The  shock  was  too  great  for  her:  she  was 
confined  to  her  bed :  for  eight  days,  I  scarcely 
left  her  a  minute.  At  length  she  was  so  far  re- 
covered as  to  be  able  to  converse  with  me, 
and  then  she  recounted  to  me  all  that  had  be- 
fallen her  since  the  time  we  were  torn  asunder. 

She  had  been  sold  for  a  slare  at  Adrianople, 
and  ftte  had  brou^t  her  to  the  spot  where  we 
then  met.  Heaven  restored  her  to  me,  but  it 
was  cmly  to  Bnatch  her  from  me  for  ever. 
Already  weakened  by  regret  and  anguish,  she 
had  passed  too  suddenly  from  grief  to  joy,  from 
■orrowfiil  reagnation  to  the  violent  transports  of 
ineffiible  happiness,  and  the  eicess  of  her  emo- 
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tion  had  all  but  sni^^ped  the  s{triags  tA  her  fnil 
existence.  I  tawtbtit  bUb  was  gradually  sinking, 
«ad  every  ray  of  tiope  vos  daily  waxing  feebler. 
She  herself  wel)  knew  thaX  Imv  hour  was  nigh. 
One  morning  I  was  standing  at  her  bed-tide, 
rengned  to  the  afflictioa  which  awaited  in«,  when 
she  gave  me  a  lettei^  requesting  tne  not  to  open 
it  till  after  ^e  betrothal  of  my  bride. 

"  Ob  !  my  son,"  said  (he,  as  her  cold  hand 
hung  in  mine,  "the  momeot  is  ^^roachjng, 
whan  your  mother  wUt  be  no  more.  1  have 
dwno<i  the  bitter  cup  of  life,  and  in  my  laat 
days  I  have  met  with  conaolttion ;  I  am  about  to 
leave  this  world  of  woe,  aod  my  bonea  wUl 
moulder  in  a  fonign  land.  To  the  righteous, 
dealji  is  but  the  termin«tion  (^  eartidy  paiM, 
and  the  commencement  of  another  evstesct. 
God  baa  permitted  me  to  behold  yon  agaiii,  ud 
to  bl«s  you :  I  sbel)  <be  b^ipy*" 

In  vain  did  I  attempt  to  discoutsge  h«r  ago- 
niupg  tfaoughu,  ifhicb  bore  too  great  a  reaei»- 
blanoe  to  my  own :  in  rain  did  Mnley  Haaatn, 
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deeply  moved  hj  to  many  scenes  of  sorrow, 
promise  large  rewards  to  the  phyudaa  that 
should  restoni  her.  Medical  assistance  was  (rf 
no  ftTail.  Iq  a  fewdajs  she  eipired  in  mj  amuu 
Mf  despur  knew  do  bounds :  I  rolled  upon  the 
floor  in  the  frenzy  of  my  grief,  I  tore  my  vest- 
ments, and  it  was  thought  by  those  that  stood 
around  me,  that  my  anguish  was  too  great  for 
me  long  to  lurriTe  her.  But  I  had  now  to 
think  of  paying  the  last  sad  duties  to  the  parent 
whom  I  had  loved  so  dearly.  I  myself  placed 
the  body  in  the  earth,  and  the  little  dust  and 
sand  that  I  threw  over  the  coffin,  placed  a  whole 
world  between  my  mother  and  me.  After 
having  consecrated  by  my  prayers  the  tomb, 
which  the  Pacha  had  caused  to  be  erected  to 
her  memory,  !  again  turned  my  thoughts  to  my 
departure. 

'Hie  Pacha  called  together  the  wives  and 
children  of  the  attendants  whom  he  hod  ap- 
pmnted  to  accompany  roe,  and  commanded  one 
of  his  officers  to  receive  them  into  his  house, 
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and  to  treat  them  well,  as  they  were  hostages, 
and  pledges  for  the  fidelity  of  those  who  were  to 
accompany  me,  and  if,  at  a  time  which  he  fixed, 
the  latter  did  not  bring  back  positiTe  proofe  of 
my  safe  arrival,  their  families  shoald  be  pitilessly 
immolated,  to  satisfy  his  just  revenge. 

He  then  caused  iny  guides  and  followers  to  be 
drawn  up  in  front  of  a  long  and  high  gibbet, 
with  ropes  adjusted  at  suitable  intervals,  cor- 
responding precisely  in  number  with  that  of  the 
hostages  he  had  placed  under  the  care  of  his 
ofiicer. 

Then  turning  towards  ine,  "  Go,"  said  be, 
"  and  may  thy  happiness  equal  my  most  ardent 
wishes.  If  misfortune  again  assEul  thee,  return 
to  me ;  the  arms  of  Muley  Hassan  will  be  ever 
ready  to  receive  thee." 

I  could  not  help  shedding  tears,  when  I  em- 
braced, for  the  last  time,  this  worthy  Mussulman.* 

*  It  b  remukible,  tliit,  Dotwithitindlng  ibt  wan  which 
foTmerly  took  place  twtween  Polaod  uid  Tucke;,  and  whlcb 
Twultcd,  In  K  great  nMutiK,  Owm  the  matnal  IncnrtiODs  of 
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After' a  long  joumej,  which  mj  impatience 
iwidered  still  longer  in  (4>pe8rance,  and  abun- 
dantly provided  with  every  thing  necessary  for 
reacJiing  my  country  in  safety,  after  thirteen 
years  of  exile,  I  stood  once  more  on  my  native 
land.  How  great  was  my  rapture,  when  I  again 
beheld  the  plains  of  Uiv  Podolia !  I  cast  my 
eager  eyes  around  me — I  essayed  to  speak — my 
voice  faltered,  the  sound  died  away  npon  my  lips. 
I  was  choked  by  the  rapid  gush  of  emotions  that 
filled  my  heart.  But  when  I  bad  revisited  my 
birth-place,  my  joy  and  all  my  fond  illusions 
vanished  as  in  a  dream.     Alas  1  I  beheld  only 

the  Tutan  and  Cowacka,  thcra  hu  oevcr  b««n  toy  mi 
cnnilt;  between  the  two  nationt,  which,  >t  later  periodi,  have 
eter  hwl  the  tune  friend*  and  the  lame  enemiei.  Hie  "nirki. 
Id  geoml,  are  brate,  frank,  hoiplltble  and  kind.  TIig;  have, 
more  tban  on  one  DccuIon.gWeD  undoubted  proofi  of  the 
twQiTolent  fecllngt  wbich  the;  haT«  entertained  towardi  tlM 
Pole*,  in  recdilng  then  with  open  anns,  when  tbe;  were  u- 
Miled  b;  great  miafbrtone*.  The  virtue*  of  the  preKot 
Snltan,  Abdul  Hebid,  the  beneflta  of  tbe  HaU  Sherif,  Ibe 
retcnt  victories  of  tba  Tnrki  in  Syria,  the  great  cspaciUei  of 
Rtabid  Paaba,  the  jmt  eonAdencc  in  Eoglldi  protection,  pro- 
mUe  great  proiperltj  and  welfare  to  the  Ottooian  Empire. 
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the  Testjgea  of  some  niini  oveif;roini  with  moss ; 
the  pleanog  remembrances  of  my  childhotxl  had 
diaappeorod.  Instead  of  the  village,  witli  iU 
steepled  fane,  instead  of  the  po{dars  that 
formerly  reared  the  beads  above  our  dwelling, 
instead  of  the  trees,  which  hod  witnessed  tite 
sports  of  my  boyish  age,  there  was  now  a  bare 
and  barren  [^d,  and  a  moumfiil  silence  reign- 
ing around.  Here  and  there  the  wild  heath 
oorared  ^mm  fields  once  so  fertile :  ever  and 
anon,  the  wturling  dust  rasa  high  into  the  air,  as 
in  a  real  desert  After  a  long  search  in  dlfierent 
directions,  I  found  a  large  stone,  upon  which 
I  was  sometimes  accustomed  to  rest  my- 
self on  my  return  from  my  rambles.  I 
alighted  from  my  hoise,  and  was  about  lo 
seat  myself  upon  this  stone,  when  a  hideous 
viper,  which  was  concealed  beueath  it,  sprung 
up  and  hissed  at  me.  I  destroyed  the  reptile, 
and  took  poseession  of  this  remnant  of  my  in- 
heritance, to  which  the  venomous  creature 
seemed  to  <Uspute  my  right. 
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Tliere  was  a  melanehd;  stdUnesB  aroiuid,  no 
Inkig  beuig  tUsturbed  my  sorravful  medkatHiu : 
the  Ay  ms  serene  aod  cloudless,  the  aun  was 
shining  in  all  its  splendoor,  and  the  Boh  was 
gliding  as  fonoerly,  throogh  vast  venlant  meads. 
Mf  lips  curled  witii  a  disdainful  and  bitter 
aaiie.  I  vas  carried  back  in  iwaginatieD  to  diat 
brief  period,  when  [  used  to  retoiw,  ti^[7  aad 
triumphant,  to  lay  the  contests  of  my  g&iaa- 
poudi  at  die  feet  «f  my  mother  and  sisters,  i 
then  threw  myself  upon  my  knees,  and  -prayed 
for  the  Boula  of  my  parents,  and  the  saCetr  of 
h«-  to  whom  I  owed  my  ddireranoe  from  bond- 
age uid  chttins.  1  wept  and  sObbed  akiud. 
My  horse  seemed  to  share  in  my  sorrows,  and 
my  dog  howled.  Being  no  longer  able  to  en- 
dure the  sight  of  scenes  that  conjured  np  so 
many  tfismal  nesoeiations,  1  snatched  up  a  hand- 
M  of  my  nrtive  soil,  and  putting  spurs  to  my 
courser,  was  borne  away  with  die  most  terrific 
speed.  My  attendants  and  my  dog  could  with 
difficulty  keep  sight  of  me. 
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I  soon  repaired  to  Kaminiec,*  where  I  laid 
formal  claim  to  my  father's  dom^a,  but  no  one 
knew  me.  I  had  been  supposed  dead,  many 
years  ago.  I  was  snatched  away  when  a  boy, 
I  returned  a  man.  Qrief  bad  perhaps  changed 
me  more  than  age,  and  I  had  almost  forgotten 
my  mother-tongue. — Ah  I  hapless  condition  of 
the  exile  returning  after  many  years  of  absence  1 
Tbe  abode  of  his  youth  has  perhaps  been  swept 
away;  the  fiiends  and  oorapanions  of  bis  early 
days  have  mouldered  into  dust:  all,  all  ii 
changed ;  he  appears  as  a  stranger  in  a  foreign 
Iffitd,  or  if  an  aged  being,  now  grey  with  years, 
8Urvires,wbo  once  the  associate  of  hia  pastimes, 
and  who  long  unce  believed  him  dead,  to  him  be 
seems  an  apparition  that  has  escaped  from  the 
world  of  spirits. 

I  nerertheless  had  the  haf^iness  of  meeting 
with  an  old  friend  of  my  father's— it  was  the 
same  that  was  with  me  at  the  church  of  Kovno. 
Knowing  that  I  had  on  the  left  arm  a  scar, 

*  ProDonnred  Kaniat^atx, 
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which  resulted  from  a  woand  I  bad  reoeived 
from  the  kick  of  s  hone,  he  asked  to  see  me, 
he  identified  me,  and  came  forward  to  bear 
witseu  to  the  truth  of  mj  assertions. 

I  hastened  to  sell  my  estate  in  Podolia,  and  to 
abandon  a  locality,  in  which  so  many  punful  and 
terrible  reminiscences  were  continually  present 
to  my  thoughts ;  and  having  accepted  a  commis- 
sion, under  the  great  Zamoyski,  in  the  corps  of 
Bobdan  Oginski,  I  served  in  all  the  Wallachian 
campaigns.  I  subsequently  heard  that  a  distant 
cousin,  whom  I  had  never  yet  seen,  was  in  the 
anny  of  Chodkievicz,  in  Livonia,  and  I  todt  the 
command  of  a  company  under  that  warrior. 

Having  always  entertained  the  design  <^ 
establishing  myself  in  the  north  of  Poland,  I 
have  purchased  the  small  village  of  Romayny 
not  far  from  your  castle.  Colonel-  Blessed  be 
the  day,  when  this  thought  first  struck  me,  since 
from  being  your  neighbour,  I  have  now  become 
your  friend.  Heaven  has  indeed  taken  pity  on 
my  misfortunes,  in  pving  me  a  friend." 
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"  Say  mther  a  second  &tber!"  cried  V'awTict 
vith  heart-f^  tendernew,  w  he  grasped  the 
hand  of  Kniieweki.  "  You  -have  -Bu&red  much, 
you  have  experienoed  many  privations  and  cala- 
mities." 

The  sentiment  of  tkt  Starost  ma  echoed  by 
Caumiruid  Mary. — Hie  latter,  with  the  tears 
■treaming  &om  her  soft  blue  eyes,  cast  a  look  of 
{Mt?  and  love  upm  the  hero  and  narrator  of  the 
^rit-sdrnng  tele. 
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A  b !  wherefure  thould  laj  tongue  alone  be  mute, 
When  erery  look  sod  every  noUan  tell, 
3o  i^Dljr  tell,  end  vltl  not  be  forUd, 
That  1  adore  tbee  ? 


KraVewski  was  iutroduced  by  tfae  Colonel  to 
his  numeroiu  Triends,  and  the  spreading  fame  of 
his  distinguished  qualities,  gained  him  at  all 
times,  the  most  flattering  reception.  The  praises 
of  which  he  was  the  unvarying  theme  were 
as  soft  music  to  the  ear  of  Mary ;  they  both 
loved  with  the  most  ardent  affection,  but  no 
favourable  circumstances  had  as  yet  prompted 
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then)  to  confide  to  each  other,  their  mutual 
secret 

The  crops  had  been  gathered  into  the  garner, 
the  grass  was  becoming  sere  in  the  meadows; 
the  autumn,  sad  warning  of  the  year's  decay, 
had  yielded  her  golden  fruits,  and  tinted  the 
fading  foliage  with  her  wonted  hues.  Hie 
Starost,  less  engaged  than  in  summer,  could 
now  pursue  at  his  ease  the  pleasures  of  the 
chase. 

One  day,  when  he  was  about  to  enjoy  his 
favourite  amusement  with  Casimir,  at  a  consi- 
derable distance  from  home,  and  consequently 
expected  to  return  rather  late,  he  requested 
Mary,  who  was  fond  of  walking,  to  come  and 
meet  him  in  the  evening,  by  a  road,  which  he 
pointed  out,  and  to  accept  as  a  companion  any 
one  of  the  neighbours,  who  might  ofier  his  arm. 

Mary  looked  forward  to  the  evening  with 
impatience  :  she  was  alone,  and  no  visitor  had 
arrived  at  the  Castle  during  the  whole  day  ;  her 
uncle,  fearing  accidents,  was  unwilling  for  her 
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to  go  far  without  being  accompanied  by  a  gen- 
tfemao,  and  she  begau  to  despair  of  enjoyiag 
the  pleasure  of  her  evening  walk,  as  she  had 
anticipated :  but  at  length  the  galloping  of  a 
hone  struck  upon  her  ear ;  her  heart  began  to 
beat  violently.  It  was  Kraiewski.  He  alighted 
from  his  horse,  and  entered  the  room  where 
Mary  was  seated,  attired  in  readiness  for  her 
walk:  she  pretended  not  to  observe  him,  but 
Medor  sprang  towards  her,  and  putting  his  paw 
ypon  her  knee,  obliged  her  to  turn  her  head. 

Kraiewski  greeted  her  with  all  the  warmth  of 
friendship,  and  asking  after  Vasovicz  and  his 
son,  received  for  reply,  that  they  were  bo^  out 
with  their  guns,  and  were  expected  home  rather 
late. 

"  Then  are  you  alone  ?' 

"  Yes,"  replied  Mary,  "quite  alone." 

"  But  it  seems  that  you  were  going  out." 

"  I  am  to  go  and  meet  them." 

"  May   1  be    permitted  to  accompany   you. 
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Lady  Mary  ?"  said  the  C^itwti,  in  an  under 
tone. 

Mary  made  no  reply,  but  placing  ber  fingsr 
upon  bar  forehead,  stood  in  an  attitude  of  cogi- 
tation. 

A  ray  of  the  setting  sun  then  fell  upon  ber 
countenance ;  which  wore  an  expression  at  once 
of  doubt  and  pleasure,  and  ber  parted  lips 
seemed  more  willing  to  assent  than  refuse. 

Whikt  she  was  thus  debating  with  herself,  she 
would  have  formed  a  most  beautiflil  model  fbr  a 
Pruiteles,  or  a  Canova ;  she  remuned  for  a 
few  moments  in  the  same  fixedness  of  posiUon 
and  thought,  while  the  eyes  of  Kraiewski  were 
rivetted  upon  her :  she  at  length  broke  silence, 
and  requesting  him  to  wait  a  moment,  she  went 
away  saying,  that  she  would  go  and  inform 
Snarska  of  his  arrival. 

Kraiewski,  now  left  alone,  drew  near  to  the 
window,  and  gazed  upon  the  crystal  surface  of 
the  lake,  as  it  reflected  the  rainbow  hues  of  the 


c.y  Google 


TBE  SBrENTKENTH  CSNTURT.       49 

Mtting  sun ;  then  raising  his  riglit  hand,  in  the 
eultation  of  his  thoughts,  he  gave  utterance  to 
the  following  words : 

"  O  thou  bright  ori>  of  light,  that  ulently 
glidest  through  heaven's  high  vault  in  worlds 
unknown,  tell  me,  is  it  destined  that  the  angel 
dwelUng  within  these  walls  shall  restore  to  me 
the  happiness  I  have  lost?  tell  me, — will  the 
invisible  hand  that  upholds  thee  in  thy  sphere 
yet  offer  me  consolation,  and  shed  a  few  resplen- 
dent beams  of  sunshine  on  mj  future  life? — 
Yet,  why  question  thee  ? — thou  wast  clear  and 
radiant,  also,  a  few  short  hours  before  that  ap- 
palling night,  when  all  that  was  dear  to  me, 
perished  by  cruel  hands.  But  now  thou  art 
near  the  limit  of  thy  daily  course,  as  if  thou  vast 
foreboding  that  my  earthly  career  is  drawing  to 
a  close." 

He  then  paced  the  room  with  rapid  steps, 
wuting  witJt  the  most  painful  impatience  for 
the  return,  and  the  answer  of  the  beautiiiil  and 

VOL.  n.  D 
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adored  object  of  hla  love:  he  suddenly  stood 
still,  and  thus  communed  with  himself.  "  Thus 
far,  I  see  no  one  to  be  a  barrier  to  my  wishes ; 
she  appears  to  take  an  interest  in  my  misfor- 
tunes; she  appears  well  inclined  towards  me, 
bjit  does  she  feel  that  hidden  fire,  which  is 
preying  upon  me  ?  does  she  know  that  she  alone 
is  capable  of  pouring  balm  into  the  bleeding 
wounds  of  my  heart  ?  does  she  know  that  she 
holds  in  her  hand  the  last  link  of  that  chain, 
which  attaches  me  to  life  ?" 

Mary  soon  returned  with  Snarska,  who  re- 
quested him  to  accompany  her  young  mistress, 
and  regretted  that  her  occupations  did  not  allow 
her  to  follow  them  as  far  as  she  could  hare 
wished. 

**  I  am  entirely  at  the  disposal  of  Lady  Mary," 
sud  Kraiewski,  "  and  it  will,  at  all  times,  afford 
me  t}ie  highest  happiness  to  yield  obedienae  to 
her  wishes,  and  bow  to  her  commands." 

Iliey  had  scarcely  descended  the  emmenee. 
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vheD  Snar^a,  alreBdy  wearied,  begg«]  to  be 
allowed  to  go  back.  Mary  also  expressed  a 
desire  to  return,  but  the  widow  of  the  Majors 
Domo,  who  had  a  most  favourable  opinion  of 
KraTewaki,  since  she  knew  that  be  had  visited 
the  tomb  of  Christ,  insisted  that  she  should 
continue  her  walk  further,  and  perform  the  pro- 
mise she  had  given  to  her  uncle. 

However,  before  the  widow  left  them,  she  cast 
at  the  young  Captain  a  significant  look,  which 
implied :  "  You  vrill  not  abuse  the  confidence 
reposed  in  you,  you  will  respect  the  cherished 
treasure  that  is  trusted  to  your  care."  He  thus 
interpreted  the  expresuon  of  her  eye,  and  his 
aspect  at  this  moment  was  more  eloquent  in  fais 
favour,  than  the  most  solemn  protestations  could 
have  been :  the  good  Saarska  now  left  them, 
repenting  that  she  had  suffered  him  to  catch  the 
least  glimi»e  of  the  suspicions  whidi  her  coun- 
tenance had  partially  betrayed.  The  evening 
was  clear  and  beautiful,  the  moon-beams  were. 
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playing  on  the  mirror  of  the  lake ;  there  was 
not  a  breath  of  EUr  to  agitate  the  yellow  fading 
leaTCB  of  the  willows  that  bowed  and  wept  over 
the  slumbering  water. 

They  continued  wallcing,  while  their  hearts 
were  beating  in  utuson,  and  they  pursued  their 
way  in  silence,  although  one  and  the  some 
thought  was  locked  within  their  souls. 

At  length,  Mary  made  some  brief  remartc, 
which  seemed  to  flatter  the  secret  tows  of  the 
gallant  officer,  who  in  return,  took  hold  of  her 
hand,  and  affectionately  pressed  it  within  his 
own. — ITiat  lovely  hand  was  yielded  to  this 
tender  token  of  his  esteem,  those  bright  blue 
eyes  glanced  upon  him  with  an  expression,  that 
was  softened  into  greater  tenderness  by  the 
moonlight  gleaming  full  upon  them,  and  those 
roseate  lips  now  sweetly  moved  in  giving  utterance 
to  these  words  of  sympathy  and  love. 

"  The  remembrance  of  your  misfortunes  must 
greatly  grieve  you ;  for  the  clouds  of  melancholy 


c.y  Google 


TBB    SEVBNTBBNTB   CBNTDRT.  53 

too  often  repose  upon  your  brow ;  even  ia  your 
conreiBatioQ,  ibere  a  a  tinge  of  meUncholy, 
which  adds  to  its  interest  and  charm." 

"  It  is  true  that  my  existence,  rince  the  days 
of  boyhood,  has  been  but  one  long  series  of  suf- 
ferings and  woe,  and  who  Iniows  whether  the 
recollection  of  past  sorrows  will  be  ever  rendered 
less  bitter  hereafter,  by  a  short  period  of  happi- 
ness?" 

« Despond  not  thus ;  think  you  that  there 
exist  not  on  earth,  such  as  are  capable  of  en- 
tering into  your  feelings,  and  of  listening  the 
load  of  year  affliction  by  friendship  and  esteem. 
Let  hope  solace  and  cheer  you." 

"  Hope  I — Ah  t  shall  he  whose  family  is  ex- 
tinct, whose  &iends  have  perished— he,  whose 
existence  might  terminate  and  receive  not  the 
tribute  of  a  tear, — shall  be  base  bis  happiness 
upon  the  quick-sands  of  hope,  the  daughter  of 
illuncH),  and  the  mother  of  regret?" 

"  But  if  you  could  meet  with  friends,  who 
would  appreciate   your  merit  and  disposition, 
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who  would  be  villing  to  devote  their  whole  livei 
to  obtain  your  affection,  would  you  have  the 
courage  to  reject  them  ?" 

"  The  name  of  friend  is  so  ondeating,  so 
sweetly  does  it  sound  to  the  ear,  that  I  envy  the 
mortal,  who  possesses  such  a  treasure.  Pure 
and  disinterested  friendship  is  so  rare,  that  it 
seems  scarcely  to  fall  to  the  lot  of  mortals.  The 
favours  of  mankind  commonly  follow  the  gales 
of  prosperity,  and  when  we  can  no  longer  attach 
ourselves  to  the  car  of  fortune,  when  dire  ad- 
versity assails  us,  bringing  in  its  trun  indigence 
and  misery,  when  the  interest  of  our  friends, 
falsely  so  called,  comes  in  collision  mth  our 
own,  they  &y  from  us  as  from  a  pestilence,  and 
sometimes  endeavour  to  augment  our  distress, 
in  order  that  we  may  not  expose  their  conduct 
to  the  world.  Then  brothers  are  forsaken  by 
brothers,  wives  by  their  husbands,  and  there  are 
even  instances,  in  which  parents  abandon  their 
own  children  to  all  the  cruelties  of  calamitie 
and  distreBC." 
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"  Hiat  is,  indeed,  an  appalling  picture  of 
Bociety." 

"  I  have  travelled  over  the  half  of  Europe ; 
I  have  panted  under  the  burning  sun  of  Africa  ; 
I  have  stood  at  the  foot  of  Lebanon  crowned 
with  lofty  cedars ;  I  have  had  time  and  oppor- 
tunity during  thirteen  years  of  exile  to  study 
mui  in  the  diSerent  phases  of  life,  and  I  cannot 
now  look  at  him  through  the  deceitful  veil  of 
romance  and  poetry,  for  I  have  too  Img  con- 
templated him  in  all  his  saddening  reality." 

"  Gracious  heaven  I  have  you  then  come  to 
the  cheerless,  hopeless  conclusion,  that  there  is 
ftiendalup  in  neither  man  nor  woman  7" 

"  Althouf^  self-interest  and  egotism  are  ever 
performing  their  ceaseless  rotation  in  the  sodal 
world,  yet  we  may  sometimes  meet  with  senti- 
ments that  are  in  accordance  with  our  own, — 
sentiments  that  flow  from  different  sources,  and 
then  united,  glide  on  inseparably  for  ever ;  but 
such  kindred  spirits  exist  rather  in  barbarous 
than  in  civilized  nations,  and  rather  in  females 
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than  in  those  of  our  own  sex.  Oh !  when 
hapless  man  meets  with  a  female  that  communi- 
catee a  thrilling  sensation  to  bis  Boul,  that 
mingles  the  tears  of  sympathy  with  the  tears  of 
sorrow,  that  hangs  over  him  with  throbbing 
bosom,  that  profifers  the  honeyed  cup  of  ineffable 
delight  when  her  lips  are  imprinted  on  his 
glowing  cheek,  then  and  then  only  does  he  know 
what  pure  affection  is,  amidst  jwesent  ecstacy, 
forgetting  heaven  and  earth,  the  pest  and  the 
future,  trampling  under  foot  every  other  attach- 
ment, and  prepared  equally  with  her  whom  he 
loves  to  undergo  the  greatest  sacrifices,  if  re- 
quired ;  but  of  such  kindred  spirits,  susceptible 
of  that  fever  of  the  soul,  how  few  are  ta  be 
found,  even  during  the  fiesh  illuaons  <^ 
youth  \" 

"  I  ought  not  to  litsen  to  such  language,  for 
it  fills  me  at  once  with  pity  and  alarm.  You 
yourself  perhaps  felt  such  friendship  when  the 
Moslem  beauty  delivered  you  from  the  dungeon 
in  Egypt." 
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<'  I  cherished  feelings  of  uobounded  gratitiide 
to  her,  it  is  true,  bnt  I  uw  her  only  for  &  few 
minutes,  and  I  afterwards  learned  that  she  had 
been  carried  off  by  a  contagions  malady.  I  own 
that  I  felt  the  most  poignant  regret,  when  I 
heard  that  afflicting  intelligence." 

"  You  do  not  regret,  and  would  perhaps  never 
regret  other  persons  with  such  intensity  of 
feeling." 

"  You  wootd  wrong  me  to  think  so.  Alas ! 
if  my  fatber  and  my  asters,  once  so  dear  to  me, 
had  been  able  to  know  what  I  su&red,  when  I 
beheld  Aeir  lifeless  bodies  weltering  in  their 
blood,  perhaps  they  would  have  thought  roe 
more  to  be  pitied  than  themselves;  and  although 
misfortunes  and  sorrows  may  have  soared  my 
dispoution,  there  exist  beings  whom  I  should 
regret  as  much  as  I  r^retted  my  £gypdan 
benefactress." 

Mary,  after  a  brief  pause,  replied,  ' '  My  fate 
in  part  resembles  yours.  In  my  early  years 
d2 
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I  lost  my  father ;  I  was  still  veiy  young  when 
my  mother  was  laid  with  him  in  the  tomb  ;  and 
like  you,  I  came  into  Lithuania  afbr  the  death  of 
my  parents.  Bat  my  mind  still  frequently  reverts 
to  the'  plains  of  Devonshire,  and  above  all  to 
the  blue  mountains  of  Cumberland.  I  have 
still  a  confused  recollection  of  that  mighty 
capital,  magnificent  London,  that  multitudinous 
throng  of  people  and  carriages  in  hurried 
movement  throiigh  the  streets,  those  numerous 
chmches,  those  palace-like  man«ons  so  often 
visible,  that  dense  forest  of  masts  upon  the 
Thames.  I  have  yet  a  remembrance  of  the 
eoMTt  of  Elizabetii,  and  of  the  moment,  when 
that  great  Queen  took  toe  in  her  arms  and 
caressed  me  in  the  presence  of  the  noblest 
lacUes  in  the  realm.  My  family  was  not  severed 
from  rae  by  a  catastrophe  bo  terrible  aa  that 
which  separated  you  from  yours:  but  surrounded 
as  I  am  by  persons  that  cherish  me,  there  are 
moments  when  my  heart  ezperienaes  the  waot 
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of  some  other  attachment ;  when  I  feel  the  want 
of  a  mother,  and  know  how  pitiable  the  con- 
ditioQ  of  on  orphan  is." 

Mary  spoke  with  so  much  warmth,  and  in  so 
impassioDed  a  tone,  that  Kraiewski  was  moved 
to  guch  a  degree  as  to  be  unable  to  reply,  but 
his  silence  said  more  than  his  words  could  have 
expressed. 

They  had  extended  their  walk  nearly  to  the 
extremity  of  the  lake,  and  having  passed  beside 
a  narrow  copse,  had  arrived  at  a  spot,  where  the 
road  branched  oS,  nor  bad  yet  discovered  any 
signs  of  meeting  the  Starost.  Mary,  beinj;  a 
little  fatigued,  sat  down  with  her  lover  by  the  side 
of  the  water.  They  admired  the  reflection  of  the 
moon  in  the  bosom  of  the  lake,  and  the  peaceful 
■erenit)-  of  the  scene.  Kraiewski  advanced  to  the 
water's  edge  to  endeavour  to  catch  sight  of  a 
large  fish  that  had  just  leaped  above  the  surface, 
Mary  sprung  towards  him,  seized  him  by  the 
arm,  and  exclaimed  in  deep  alarm, 
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"  In  the  name  of  heaven,  what  are  yoti 
doing  ?    You  will  fall  in  aod  be  drowned." 

He  immediately  receded,  and  assured  her  that 
there  was  not  the  least  danger,  as  be  was  too 
expert  a  swimmer  to  fear  any  such  accident. 
He  then  imprinted  kisses  after  kisses  upon  that 
lovely  hand,  that  had  just  been  extended  to 
withdraw  him  from  the  apparent  danger,  while 
from  thoae  burning  lips  flowed  words  u  ardent. 

"  Adorable  Mary,  do  you  then  fed  so  sincere 
an  interest  for  me  f" 

"Md  you  not  sara  my  uncle?  Do  you  not 
love  all  that  is  dear  to  me?  You  are  brave, 
kind,  generous,  and  m  truth,  all  laws  both 
human  and  <£vine  would  condemn  me,  if  I 
could  ever  for  a  moment  withhold  from  you  the 
esteem  and  gratitude  which  are  dae  to  your 
merits." 

Krai'aw^  heard  these  words  with  a  rapturous 
emotdoB.  A  hundred  times  was  he  on  the  point 
of  throwing  himself  at  her  feet,  and  revealing 
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the  pamoD  of  bis  loul ;  but  the  words  aUem 
and  gratitude  checked  him*  It  eeemed  to  him 
that  true  lore  was  iucompstible  with  gratitude ; 
for  gratitude  Bi^>pote»  obligationa  and  duties, 
while  love  will  be  free  as  the  bird  that  clea?e6 
the  realnu  of  ur.  He  however  thanked  her 
for  ber  benevolent  sentinienta,  but  he  wished  to 
have  a  more  positive  assuranoe  of  the  nature  of 
her  affectioo.  Had  his  ardour  permitted  him 
to  reflect,  be  would  have  known  that  in  every 
virtuous  female,  there  is  a  timi^t^  which  pra> 
vents  her  irom  making  an  unreserved  dieclosure 
of  her  pasuon. 

It  was  DOW  growing  late,  a  slight  breeze  was 
beginning  to  dimple  the  surface  of  the  lake ;  in 
a  few  moments  it  Freshened  and  wafted  a  dense 
mass  of  daric  clouds  over  the  moon.  The  rain 
descended  in  torrents.  Kmi'ewBki  took  refuge 
with  Mary  under  the  ac^acent  foliage,  and  with 
his  sword  lopped  off  some  verdant  branches, 
of  which  he  formed  a  lund  of  hut.      Mary, 
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trembling  with  alarm,  and  wet,  despite  the 
efforts  of  her  protector,  pressed  close  to  him 
for  shelter,  iriiich  he  afibrded  in  the  best  way 
be  could,  by  pladng  himself  in  the  diroctioD, 
in  which  the  rain  was  beating  upon  them. 

After  a  few  minutes,  they  perceived  several 
persons  bearing  lantems.  These  bad  been 
despatched  in  hast«  by  the  Starost  in  quest  of 
luB  niece,  and  the  young  officer.  Kraiewski 
called  them ;  they  came  running  up,  brining 
cloaks  for  their  young  mistress,  whom  Uiey 
carried  home  in  a  litter. 

The  Starost  had  long  since  reached  home  by 
a  (Uflferent  path,  and  was  uneasy  at  the  long 
absence  of  Mary  and  her  companion,  who  ■o<hi 
regtuned  the  Castle  in  safety. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

As  soon  as  Mary  had  changed  her  dress, 
VasoricE  went  into  her  apartment  to  hear  the 
particulars  of  her  walk. 

"  Very  well,  my  dear  oiece,"  said  he,  "  this 
is  the  first  time  that  yoo  lose  yourself  with  our 
brave  Captun.  If  you  are  to  lose  yourself  a 
second  time,  with  him,  God  grant  that  it  may 
be  when  you  are  his  lawful  wife." 

Mary  was  too  well  acquainted  with  her  uncle's 
disposition,  not  to  interpret  these  words  as  a 
sli^t  reproach.  She  recounted  the  whole  wiht 
sincerity,  and  the  Starost,  who  listened  to  her 
attentively,  could  read  in  her  eyes  the  truth  of 
her  explanation : 
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"  I  am  no  looger  vexed  with  you,  child,"  re- 
jmned  the  Colonel,  "  but  remember,  that  the 
beat  way  to  avoid  burning  oneself,  is  not  to  walk 
upon  hot  coals." 

He  then  went  to  Kraiewski  to  hear  his 
account  of  the  adventure,  and  his  recital  agreed 
in  every  respect  with  that  of  Mary.  There  was 
so  much  candour,  as  well  as  nobleness  in  his 
words  and  looks,  that  the  Colonel  embraced 
him  cordially  and  thanked  him  for  his  care, 
which  he  bad  bestowed  upon  his  niece. 

In  a  day  or  two  after  this,  Buczaka  arrived 
at  the  Castle.  We  have  already  seen  him 
under  the  same  hospitable  roof,  at  the  time  of 
the  ffite  of  Kovno. 

He  was  a  man  above  sixty  years  of  age,  of 
nuddle  stature,  exceedingly  thin  and  muscular, 
his  small  piercing  dark  eyes,  sunk  deep  in  their 
sockets,  sparkled  like  diamonds.  Despite  his 
•canty  grey  burs,  he  appeared  in  full  possession 
of  his  bodily  strength ;  he  was  swarthy  in  com- 
plexion, lofty  in  his  bearing,  decided  in  character. 
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brief  and  convincing  in  expresaion ;  bis  aafter- 
tbns  were  generally  supported  by  an  animated 
gesture,  which  was  at  once  pregnant  with  mean- 
ing, and  Bure  in  its  effect.  His  head  was 
incUoed  obliquely,  as  if  he  was  in  an  attitude  of 
listening.  In  walking  he  adranced  forward  his 
right  hip,  and  threw  back  his  left  arm,  as  if 
in  a  posture  of  defence,  and  prepared  to 
strike. 

No  one  in  the  neighbourhood  devoted  himself 
oiiore  frequently  and  more  ardently  to  the  sports 
of  the  field;  there  was  no  one  more  dexterous 
in  the  use  of  the  pistol  and  sabre ;  no  one  more 
expert  in  the  exercise  of  the  bow ;  no  one  so 
bold  an  equestrian,  to  bound  over  the  hedges 
and  the  gullies ;  no  one  more  skilled  in  discri- 
minating Uie  different  breeds  of  Uie  greyhound, 
and  various  other  animals. 

Hasty  and  ticklish  on  points  of  honour ;  he 
regarded  duelling  as  a  social  necessity;  thus  he 
was  ready  at  all  times,  to  assist  in  every  san* 
guinary  appeal  to  the  pistol  or  the  sword.    He 
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had  however,  a  kiad  heart,  and  maoy  sterling 
virtues ;  the  unfortunate  never  applied  to  him 
for  charity  in  vain  ;  falsehood  never  sullied  his 
lips ;  his  word  was  sacred. 

Sprung  from  those  Tartars,  that  were  bimight 
by  the  Grand  Dukes  of  LiUiuania,  to  the  banks 
of  the  Vakft,  and  the  Vilia;  Bucraka,  fether  of 
a  numerous  family,  was  in  many  respects  a  rigid 
observer  of  the  laws  of  the  Prophet,  but  attached 
in  heart  and  soul  to  his  native  land. 

After  long  service,  and  numerous  wounds,  he 
had  retired  to  bis  country  residence,  and  lived 
on  terms  of  perfect  amity  with  the  Starost,  bis 
old  friend. 

If  to  all  this  be  added,  the  great  in6uence  he 
enjoyed  amongst  those  that  surrounded  him,  a 
blind  belief  in  fatalbm,  and  a  kind  of  antipathy 
for  the  infantry,  though  bU  the  great  conquests 
in  the  history  of  the  world  have  been  achieved 
by  tiiis  species  of  force,  the  reader  will  have  a 
tolerably  exact  idea  of  this  Tartar-Pole,  whose 
manners  and  features,  strongly  characterized. 
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are  BtiU  to  be  met  with  in  a  great  number  of 
individuals  of  the  same  race  in  Xjthuania,  Pod- 
laaia,  and  other  prorincea  of  the  ancient  kingdom 
<A  Poland. 

After  the  usual  salutations  and  inquiries,  Buc- 
zaka  invited  Vasovicz,  with  his  whole  bmity 
and  household,  to  some  festivals,  that  were  to 
last  three  days,  requesting  him  also  to  bring  all 
his  horses ;  for  the  first  day  was  to  be  devoted 
to  a  rural  ceremony ;  the  second  to  die  cele- 
bration of  his  daughter's  birth^day,  who  was  of 
the  same  age,  and  the  same  name  as  the 
Starost's  niece ;  the  third  to  horse-races,  and 
(Ufierent  exhibitioos  of  address  and  strength. 
The  concluding  day  was  also  to  be  terminated 
by  the  marriage  of  one  of  his  female  servants, 
according  to  the  Samogitian  custom. 

The  Colonel  having  accepted  the  invitation, 
Buczaka  stepped  into  his  carriage,  and  returned 
to  bU  mansion. 

On  the  appunted  day,  tlie  Colonel  drove 
round  to  take  up  Futrament  and  lus  &mily ; 
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Bnd  all  proceeded  together  to  the  house  of 
BacKakA. 

As  the  carriages  went  rattling  into  the 
spacious  court-yard,  the  coachmen  smacked  their 
whips,  and  were  greeted  in  return  hj  the  bark- 
ing of  a  whole  pack  of  dogst  that  rushed  forward 
in  noisy  alarm. 

The  house  was  large,  and  constructed  of 
wood,  that  was  weather  •worn  and  darkened  by 
the  effect  of  time.  The  ftijnt  of  the  balcony 
waa  decorated  with  heads  of  stags,  chevreuils, 
bears,  and  boars,  symmetrically  arranged,  and 
above  them  were  nailed  several  large  birds 
of  prey,  with  extended  wings,  who  were  thus 
expiating  after  death,  the  offences  which  they 
had  committed  in  their  life-time. 

Upon  the  ground,  on  the  right  and  left  of  this 
balcony,  stood  two  large  casks,  the  one  full  of 
brandy,  the  other  of  beer.  In  front  of  these  casks 
were  two  small  deal  tables,  upon  which  were  a 
great  number  of  jugs  and  drinking  vessels  of 
every  kind. 
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A  whole  bevy  of  domestics  were  running 
to  and  fro,  loaded  with  plates,  bottles,  and  the 
v«rioua  utensils  and  ornaments  of  a  hospitable 
board. 

Tbe  mansion  of  the  Tartar  was  surrounded 
neither  by  a  moat,  nor  with  loop-holed  walls ; 
it  was  situated  on  a  commanding  eminence, 
between  a  river  and  a  lake,  and  was  very  tar 
from  having  the  magnificence  or  the  antiquity 
<^  the  Castle  of  Havdan.  There  was  however 
a  peculiar  neatness  in  every  interior  arrange- 
ment, and  the  utmost  cleanliness  distinguished 
every  apartment. 

Several  gentlemen  ran  to  assist  Mary,  as  she 
alighted  from  her  equiqage;  the  visitors  were 
ushered  into  a  room  already  filled  with  nume- 
rous guests.  All  rose  from  their  seats;  bows, 
greetings,  and  embraces,  ensued  in  rapid  sue- 
cession.  Buczaka  then  took,  by  the  hands  his 
daughter  and  Mary,  advanced  with  them  into 
tbe  middle  of  the  room,  and  said  with  a  loud 
voice: 
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"  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  have  the  honour 
of  introdacing  to  you  the  two  young  ladies,  who 
ore  to  solemnise  the  nuptials  at  the  conclusion 
of  our  festivals." 

Mary  blushed  at  being  thus  unexpectedly 
exhibited  to  the  gaze  of  the  assembled  visiton. 
It  might  however  be  observed  that  her  candour 
and  angelic  beauty,  created  a  great  sensation, 
and  became  the  theme  of  silent  encomium. 

In  the  evening,  the  company  proceeded  to 
the  balcony,  to  enjoy  the  fresh  air,  and  at  the 
same  time,  to  witness  the  ceremonies  of  the 
rural  festival,  which  was  about  to  commence. 

The  following  custom,  even  at  the  present 
day,  is  observed  every  year  on  the  first  day  after 
the  gathering  in  of  the  harvests,  the  liege-lord 
invites  the  peasants  resident  on  his  estate,  to  a 
ftte  champitre,  denominated  DozynhL  On 
that  day  the  distinctions  and  separations  of  rank 
are  laid  aside;  tiie  inferiors  eat,  drink,  and 
dance  with  their  lords.  The  festivities  com- 
mence at  sun-set,  and  are  prolonged  till  the 
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dawn  of  day.  They  are  celebiated  in  the  court- 
yard, or  in  the  house,  if  the  weather  does  oot 
allow  them  to  be  held  in  the  open  air.  The 
liege-lord,  who  should  refuse  to  recompense  the 
fatigues  and  slavery  of  a  whole  year,  by  one 
day's  liberty,  would  be  hated  by  his  dependents, 
and  disregarded  by  bis  neighbours;  any  other 
o&nce  that  he  might  commit,  would  be  sooner 
pardoned:  not  unfrequently  amid  the  license 
of  joy  the  underling  takes  advantage  of '  the 
moment  to  urge  a  demand,  utter  a  complunt,  or 
give  expression  to  a  graUng  truth. 

Buozaka,  who  was  much  attached  to  his  pea- 
sants, and  a  punctilious  observer  of  all  ancient 
customs,  never  failed  to  celebrate  this  festival 
mtfa  all  the  ^ow  and  gaiety  that  were  usual  on 
similar  occasions. 

Tlie  bright  disk  of  the  moon  was  juHt  begin- 
ning to  gleam  through  the  trees,  when  a  concert 
of  voices  was  heard  in  the  distance,  and  the 
sounds  gradually  increased  in  intensity,  as  the 
procession  slowly  advanced.     A  car,  drawn  by  a 
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inilk-white  steed  and  preceded  by  a  long  train 
of  men,  women,  and  children,  soon  came  into 
view.  A  young  female,  having  at  her  side  a 
dog,  the  emblem  of  fidelity,  was  standing  up- 
right in  tbe  car.  "niis  female  was  the  queen  of 
the  harvest.  The  most  virtuous  and  industrious 
was  selected  for  this  personation.  She  held  in 
her  right  hand  a  garland  composed  of  ears  of 
com.  As  the  procession  entered  the  court-yard, 
all  joined  in  a  popular  chant  enriched  with 
poetry  and  eastern  allegory.  At  the  conclusion 
of  this  touching  strain,  when  the  cor  hod  stop- 
ped, a  venerable  old  man  came  forth  from  the 
crowd,  and  pronounced  a  discourse;  amongst 
other  suitable  and  apposite  alluuons  he  remark- 
ed that  peace,  abundance,  and  fidelity  hod  come 
to  do  homage  to  the  queen,  who  then  alighted 
from  her  car,  and  stepping  gracefully  towards 
the  lord,  presented  to  him  on  her  knees  the 
garland,  which  she  held  in  her  hand,  whilst  Ae 
minister  of  religion  sprinkled  the  queen  of  (he 
harvest  and  the  whole  multitude  with  holy  water. 
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After  this  act  of  devotion,  the  ranka  were 
broken,  end  Buczaka,  in  conformity  with  an 
established  custom,  went  to  embrace  the  alle- 
gorical sovereign,  and  to  offer  her  hb  arm. 
Immediately  the  music  burst  forth  in  swelling 
harmony,  each  peasant  selected  a  partner,  and 
each  of  the  male  visitors  a  peasant  girl ;  they 
then  commenced  a  polonaise,  during  which  all 
the  males  were  obliged  to  dance  by  turns  with 
the  queen  of  the  harvest. 

Brandy  and  malt-liquor  were  now  distributed 
in  profusion  to  the  honest  peasants,  and  supper 
was  ere  long  served  on  long  lines  of  tables.  The 
Colonel  and  all  hb  household  partook  of  thb 
repast,  after  which  dancing  was  renewed  and 
continued  throughout  the  night,  Maiy  took 
part  in  thb  amusement ;  more  than  one  good 
peasant  had  the  honour  of  being  her  partner. 
Noby  revelry  and  unclouded  joy  prevailed  till 
the  returning  dawn  put  a  period  to  the  pleasures 
of  the  first  day. 

Mary,  awdiing  from  her  slumber,  when  the 
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morning  was  far  adruiced,  perceived  upon  her 
table  a  variety  of  birth-day  presents,  wluch,  as 
she  learned  from  Jenny,  had  been  sent  to  her 
by  her  uncle,  Caamir,  Kra'iewski,  and  the  family 
of  Bucntka.  When  she  had  breakfasted,  she 
went  down  to  profier  her  various  thanks,  and  to 
congratulate  Buczaka's  daughter  in  felicitations 
suited  to  the  occasion.  Tlie  first  person  she 
met  was  Kruewaki,  who,  beholding  her  alone, 
had  an  opportunity  of  greeting  her  on  the  anni- 
veraary  of  her  birth  with  greater  ardour  than  he 
could  have  matiifested  in  the  presence  of  the 
other  guests. 

Tlu8  meeting,  however,  must  not  be  attributed 
to  pure  chance,  for  the  gallant  Captain  bad 
been  long  waiting  in  expectation  of  her  appear- 
ance. 

About  one  o'clock  the  influx  of  visitors  was 
considerable,  and  Mary  went  to  dress  for  din- 
ner. Though  she  was  naturally  simple  and 
modest,  yet  she  bestowed  greater  attention  upon 
her  t<Hlet  than  usual ;  she  had  seldom  been  in 
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90  DUmernus  ao  assenibly,  besides,  it  was  her 
birth-^^,  and  there  was  one  among  the  number 
whom  she  adored,  one  that  would  not  fiul  to 
aj^reciate  the  advantages  which  her  beauty 
would  derive  from  die  ezquiHte  neatness  and  * 
elegance  of  her  attire. 

About  two  o'clock  she  entered  the  room  in 
which  the  guests  were  assembled.  Such  the 
bright  evening-star  in  dondlees  beauty  rises 
conspicuous  in  Ihe  firmament.  He  eyes  of  all 
dwelt  upon  her  with  admiration  and  rapture. 
As  she  looked  round  upon  the  gay  assemblage, 
she  inwardly  applauded  herself  for  the  handsome 
appearance  of  her  dress,  unce  she  observed 
several  new  faces  in  the  company,  and  that  not 
only  the  ladies,  but  the  gentlemen  also  had  paid 
peculiar  atteaUon   to  external  decoration. 

Amongst  many  others,  she  perceived  a  lady, 
named  Hersilia  Niesielska,  who  was  engaged  in 
conversation  with  Talvosii.  This  bscioating 
female  was  rather  dark  in  complexion,  stately  and 
dignified  in  person,  end  about  thir^-six  years 
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oFage,  although  the  ringlets  carefully  adjusted 
upon  her  forehead  gave  her  a  younger  appeaN 
ance.  Her  couDteoance  bespoke  intelligence 
and  wit ;  her  manners  a  certain  familiarity  with 
the  fashionable  world.  Notwithstanding  her 
good  natural  abilities,  and  the  talent  she  posse»- 
sed  of  attractingapplause  by  the  practised  routine 
of  her  pleasing  discourse,  a  shrewd  obseiTer 
might  have  easily  convinced  himself  that  her 
pretensions  to  shine  by  her  charms  and  know- 
ledge were  infinitely  greater  than  Lhey  could  be 
warranted  by  the  real  embellishments  of  her 
mind  and  person,  and  that  the  complacency  of 
her  countenance  was  but  the  effect  <^  simula- 
tion; nor  did  it  require  any  great  depth  of  ob- 
servation to  discover  that  her  predominant 
qualities  were  coquetry,  pride,  and  an  inordinate 
ambition  of  engrossing  the  general  admiration. 
To  these  defects,  which  were  compensated 
however  by  some  merits,  was  added  a  decided 
inclination  for  ridicule.  Skilled  in  sowing  dis- 
Goid  among  lovers,  and  of  thrustiiig  hers^  into 
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tbe  society  of  distinguished  personages,  if,  in  the 
flower  of  her  youth,  she  had  been  destined  to 
diange  a  life  of  rural  retirement  for  the  gaiety 
and  intrigues  of  the  court,  she  would  hare  been 
wonderfully  well  calculated  to  frustrate  or 
forward  many  a  wily  scheme  of  the  diplomatiBt. 

When  she  perceived  Mary,  she  raised  her 
eye-gjass,  which  was  suspended  from  a  gold- 
chain,  turned  it  about  several  times  with  a 
dexterous  peculiarity  of  movement,  then  putting 
it  to  her  eye,  locked  steadfastly  at  her,  and 
asked  a  gendeman  on  her  right,  in  a  tone  of 
dryness,  mixed  with  a  certain  affectation  of 
pleasantry :  "  Who  is  that  provincial  V' 

Before  he  replied  to  her  impertinent  question, 
she  distinctly  heard  these  words  pronounced  by 
some  other :  "  She  is  a  provintnal,  who  will 
eclipse  all  your  metropolitans." 

"  That  is  very  possible,"  rejoined  Hersilia, 
'^for  she  is  notbad-Iooking,  and  she  seems  to  have 
beautiful  hair." 

"She  is  not  only ' good-looking,"  continued 
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the  same  interlocutor,  "  but  her  beauty  U  un- 
paralleled. Even  when  abe  is  Aittf  years  old, 
she  will  eclipse  all  the  ^r  ladies  of  eighteen, 
and  her  beautiful  hair,  no  less  than  her  unrival- 
led complexion,  will  not  cease  to  be  the  em^ 
of  the  ladies  of  her  own  age,  but  of  persons  much 
younger." 

Hernlia  was  now  silent,  and,  blushing  deeply, 
retired  in  haste  frxHO  the  room. 

IMnner  was  soon  announced.  Buczaka  led 
the  way  with  Mary  into  Hie  dining-room,  and 
each  gentleman  offered  hb  arm  to  a  lady,  ac- 
cording as  age,  taste,  nmk,  or  cliaoce  bad  in- 
fluenced his  selection. 

Krai'ewaki  was  seated  opposite  to  Hernlia,  and 
engaged  the  geneial  attention  by  an  eloquent 
and  glowing  description  of  Aua.  Hersilia  was 
in  ecstasies  ;  and,  when  he  bad  ended,  began  to 
flatter  him  with  tiie  fulsome  incense  of  her 
pruse. 

"  What  happiness,"  said  she,  "  for  any  one  to 
have  known  bo  well  how  to  avail  himself  of  the 
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opportunity  for  acquiring  UBofiil  knowledge  ! 
What  advantages  he  must  possess  over  those, 
who  have  never  gone  beyond  the  sphere  of 
common  life  1  Happy  the  rister  that  has  such 
a  brother !  happy  the  female  that  has  such 
a  friend !" 

But  bU  her  means  of  captivating  the  young 
officer  completely  foiled ;  he  had  heard  her  dis- 
paragement of  Mary,  and  could  not  pardon  her 
vanity.  Confining  himself  to  the  strict  bounds 
of  cool  politeness,  he  addressed  himself  in  pre- 
ference to  tiie  lady  on  his  right,  who  was  less 
artifidal  and  infinitely  more  modest 

Any  common  observer,  directing  bis  eyes 
down  eEkch  ude  of  the  tables,  could  earaly  dis- 
tinguish the  Tartars  by  their  broad  shoulders, 
their  swarthy  complexion,  their  deep-sunken 
eyes,  and  many  other  characteristics,  which  Ume 
has  not  effaced   in  the  race  of  the   Mongols. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  repast,  the  gallant 
BucEaka  arose ;  a  profound  silence  reigned ;  he 
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took  a  cup  filled  with  delicions  mead,  and  thus 
expressed  himself  aloud ; 

"  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  this  day  b  the  aani- 
versary  of  the  birth  of  the  oohle  Lady  Mary 
Barton,  the  nieoe  of  my  honourable  comrade 
and  neighbour.  Colonel  Vaaovicz,  and  the 
daughter  of  the  late  Edward  Barton,  the  friend 
of  Poland.  All  then  that  hold  me  dear,  will 
drink  a  bumper  to  the  health  of  that  fair  lady." 

All  the  gentlemen  stood  up,  and  holding  their 
goblets  in  their  hands,  ezclwmed,  "  Long  live 
the  noble  Lady  Mary  Barton  1"  "  Long  live 
the  fair  English  lady !" 

Several  volleys  were  fired  in  the  court-yard 
during  the  drinking  of  this  toast,  and  Mary  ac- 
knowleged  the  compliments,  by  gradously  bow- 
ing to  the  company. 

Ilie  Starost,  in  his  turn,  stood  up,  and  went 
through  the  same  ceremony  in  honour  of  the 
daughter  of  his  friend  and  n«ghbour  Buczaka. 

The  Tartar  now  stood  up  again,  and  with  his 
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goblet  in  hand,  called  aloud,  "  One  toast  more, 
geatlemen :  Long  life  to  Queen  Elieabeth ! 
Poland  for  ever  I  England  for  ever !  Death  to 
tlmr  enemies," 

Hereupon  the  ladies  Ekewise  stood  up,  and  to 
the  TolleTs  of  musketry  were  added  the  salvos  of 
four  small  cannons.  To  give  additional  effect  to 
this  toast,  Mary  sung  in  sweet,  but  spirit- 
stirring  tones,  the  national  ur  of  '*  England  the 
Queen  I" 

It  was  a  grand  and  imposing  scene  to  behold 
the  Starost  and  the  other  gentiemen  beating  the 
time  with  their  feet  upon  the  floor,  or  witii  their 
clenched  hands  upon  the  table,  as  they  joined  in 
the  chorus  at  the  conclusion  of  each  stanza. 
The  repast  was  now  finished,  and  the  ladies 
withdrew. 

When  the  sun  had  sunk  below  the  horizon, 
and  darkness  had  covered  the  scene,  the  lamps 
were  lighted ;  a  small  stage  waa  erected  for  the 
muncians ;  a  tode-board  was  placed  in  the  ad- 
joining room,  the  dinner-hall  was  beautified 
E  2 
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with  TariooB  decorations,  and  the  company 
Socked  into  it  about  eight  o'clock. 

The  host,  with  a  much-curved  aabre  sus- 
pended at  his  side,  advanced  into  the  middle  of 
the  hall,  and  commenced  a  polonaise,  with  the 
oldest  lady  in  the  company  for  hia  partner.  The 
Staroet  and  Talvosz  followed  him,  with  the  two 
young  ladies  that  were  to  solemnise  the  nup- 
tials on  the  following  day,  and  the  other  gentle- 
men, each  with  bis  respective  partner,  succeeded 
in  their  turn. 

After  Ei^iper,  which  in  balls  is  generally 
served  at  midnight,  throogfaout  all  Poland,  the 
dances  were  recommenced.  Towards  the  con- 
clusion of  them,  when  the  music  and  wine  had 
exerted  their  exhilaiating  influence  on  the 
brain,  Buczaka,  with  the  Starost,  and  several 
other  gentlemeo,  being  desirous  of  commemo* 
rating  the  festive  day,  with  every  pc»sible  cere- 
mony, pTopoeed  that  they  should  proceed  to 
elect  a  queen  of  the  feast.  As  this  custom, 
which  is  a  very  ancient  one,  is  observed,  rather 
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in  partiea  of  the  nobility,  and  in  the  countryi 
moie  than  in  large  tomu,  and  ai  it  appears  to  be 
worthy  of  notice  on  aocount  of  its  originality, 
the  following  detailed  description  of  it  may  not 
be  unacceptable  to  tha  reader. 

In  order  that  a  lady  may  have  the  right  of 
aejHriDg  to  be  elected  queen  of  the  featt,  she 
must,  in  the  Ant  place,  enjoy  a  spotless  reputa- 
tion,  while  her  charms  must  be  enhanced  by 
gentleness  and  siuTity.  She  is  eli^ble  from 
the  age  of  nineteen  to  that  of  forty-one  if 
married,  but  if  single,  she  must  not  be  more  ' 
than  thirty^five.  In  the  latter  case  she  most 
have  received  at  least  one  proposal  of  marriage. 
However  great  her  rank,  fortune,  or  merits 
might  be,  if  she  failed  in  any  one  of  these  par- 
ticulars, she  would  be  altogether  ineligible. 

Mary,  altbou^  the  most  beautiful,  and  per- 
haps»  the  worthiest  of  the  honour,  could  not  be 
.dweeti,  because  her  hand  bad  not  yet  been 
si^cited.'  But  as  sereral  other  ladies  in  the 
company  possessed  every  necessary  qualification, 
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the  Staroat  and  Buczaka  placed  in  arm-chair, 
splendidljr  decorated,  in  the  middle  of  the  rooiOi 
and  proceeded  to  the  election. 

Heisilia  Niesielskafelt  assured,  that  she  would 
be  selected  as  one  of  the  aspirants  to  the  eove- 
reignty,  that  is,  one  of  the  three  on  whom  the 
choice  must  fall;  confident  of  victory,  she 
already  enjoyed  by  anticipation,  the  kind  of 
homage  and  respect,  which  this  honour  would 
procure  her  in  future  life.  The  eyes  of  the 
electors  were  already  fixed  upon  her,  and  they 
were  on  the  pwnt  of  proclaiming  her  name, 
when  a  venerable  old  gentleman,  a  friend  of 
Buczaka's,  thus  expressed  himself: 

"  Gentlemen,"  aaid  he,  in  a  loud  voice,  "  it 
is  now  ten  years,  two  months,  and  a  few  days 
since  Miss  Hersilia  rejected  the  proposal  of  my 
two  sonA,  who  succesairely  asked  her  hand;  and 
as,  according  to  a  letter,  which  I  then  received 
from  her  pvents,  who  were  my  Beighbours  and 
my  oldest  friends,  and  from  the  testimony  of  the 
curate  here  presoDt,  who  baptized  her,  she  had 


c.y  Google 


THB  BSVBKTBSNTB   CBHTDRT.  85 

at  that  time  coni|deted  her  twenty-mzth  year, 
and  BOW,  therefore,  has  passed  the  age  of 
eligibility,  while  I  respect  and  do-  justice  to  her 
merits,  I  caoDot  permit  any  infraction  of  our 
andent  customs." 

This  assertion  received  confirmation  from 
■everal  otiier  gentlemen  ;  and,  to  the  great 
mortification  of  Henilia,  her  youngest  slater  . 
was  nominated,  together  with  two  other  ladies, 
as  candidates  for  the  honourable  distinction. 
Buczaka,  with  one  of  his  friends,  counted  the 
voters,  ordered  a  vase  to  be  brought,  gave  to 
eadi  of  the  electors  three  pieces  of  paper,  each 
inscribed  with  the  name  of  one  of  the  three 
candidates,  and  then  went  with  them  into  the 
next  room.  The  vase  having  been  placed  upon 
the  table,  each  elector  threw  into  it  one  of  the 
three  names,  and  returned  to  join  the  company. 
The  vase  was  then  brought  in,  and  the  number 
of  votes  given  to  each  was  counted ;  it  was  found 
that  the  Countess  Politylo  bad  the  majority,  as 
the  suffrages  she  bad  received  amounted    to 
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more  than  the  total  giren  to  the  other  two. 
Buczaka  thoD  declared  that,  "  by  the  free  and 
unbiaseed  votes  of  the  gentlemen  electore,  the 
Countese  PoHt^o  of  Vayslavi^  had  been 
choBen  queen  of  die  feast."  He  then  went  up 
to  her,  took  her  by  the  hand,  and  conducted 
her  respectfully  and  wiUi  slow  steps  to  the  ann- 
chair,  while  the  band  was  playing  a  triumphal 
ur. 

llie  Countess  Politylo  was  about  nineteen 
yean  of  age.  In  person  she  was  tall  and  .ele- 
gant, graceftil  in  motion  and  dignified  in  de- 
meanour ;  her  bright  auburn  hair  fell  in  undu- 
lating tendrils  over  her  forehead,  on  which 
candour  and  innocence  were  reposing;  her 
large  blue  eyes  appeared  to  reflect  the  brightest 
aziu*  of  heaven's  serenest  sky.  An  eipressiiHi 
of  complacency  and  sweetness  of  dispootion  in 
her  lineaments  completed  the  portraiture  of 
those  pure  and  beauteous  ladies  of  Poland,  that 
sometimes  grace  her  rural  scenes,  and  fill  the 
beholder  with  rapturous  emotion. 
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Whm  she  was  enthroDed,  Baczaka  challenged 
the  company  in  the  following  words : 

"  He  thathaa  aught  of  oBtsem  forme  will  drink 
with  me  out  of  the  slii^r  of  oar  charming  queen. 
If  any  one  refuses  to  comply  with  our  wishes  in 
this  particular,  if  he  hesitntM  to  do  every  thing 
that  we  are  ready  to  <lo  in  her  behalf,  he  will  he 
bound,  if  he  is  not  a  dastard,  to  give  us  satisfac- 
tion for  his  insult  in  mortal  combat  with  the . 
we^Ktn  of  his  choice." 

He  then  received  from  the  hands  of  an  at- 
tendant a  heavy  iron  gauntlet,  which  he  hurled 
upon  the  floor  with  so  much  violence  that  it 
struck  Bgunst  a  chair  and  overturned  it.  He 
(ben  took  a  bottle  of  Hungarian  wine,  and  ad- 
vancing respectfully  to  the  queen,  whose  feet 
were  resting  on  a  cushion  covered  with  crimson 
velvet  and  embroidered  with  silver,  he  fell  on 
one  knee,  took  off  her  right  slipper,  amid  the 
bloshea  and  confusion  of  the  youthful  beauty, 
poured  wine  into  it,  and,  ere  he  druned  the 
overflowing  draught,  be  exclaimed :  **  Long  live 


c.y  Google 


88  THB    70LBB    IK 

the  Countess  Folitylo  I  Long  lire  our  beauteous 
queen  of  the  feast !  Loog  live  the  queen  !" 

All  the  gentlemen  imitated  hb  example. 
Suddenly  several  rounds  of  musketry  were  fired 
in  the  court-yard,  and  the  fragmentA  of  glasses 
jingled  upon  the  floor,  amid  the  rumbliDgs  and 
tinklinga  of  various  tambourines. 

The  music  having  struck  up  a  merry  air, 
Buczaka  presented  his  hand  to  the  queen,  and 
danced  a  polonaise  vith  her,  whilst  alE  the 
gentlemen  on  th^r  knees  in  two  rows,  bowed 
their  heads,  as  the  fair  sovereign  passed  before 
them.  When  he  had  conducted  her  back  to 
her  throne,  he  gently  kissed  her  right  foot,  and 
paid  her  a  compliment  upon  her  charms,  Each 
gentleman  in  his  turn  went  through  the  same 
ceremony,  complimenting  her  in  like  manner  in 
the  handsomest  terms  he  could,  amid  the  reiter> 
ated  cries  of  Long  live  the  queen,  the  crash  of 
broken  glasses,  and  tlie  sounds  of  the  various 
instruments  of  music. 

Hiis  custom,  strange  as  it  may  appear^  still 
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exists  in  the  northern  and  eastern  parts  of 
Lithuania,  PodoUa,  Gallicia,  and  even  in  the 
ez-kiagdom  of  Poland  of  the  congreBS  of  Vienna, 
with  greater  or  less  divflrsity  in  the  details.  It 
gives  an  idea  of  the  species  of  homage  and 
Teneration,  which  in  that  country  are  generally 
bestowed  upon  beautiful  and  virtuous  females. 
Woe  to  that  one  of  the  voters,  who  should  refuse 
his  concurrence !  Whatever  might  be  his  ag^ 
rank,  or  riches,  he  would  be  immediately  in- 
..  volved  in  numerous  duels,  and  could  with  diffi- 
culty escape  wounds  or  deadi.  Every  one  of 
the  queens  has  a  right  during  her  life  to  ^  kind 
of  protection  from  all  those  that  voted  for  hef 
sovereignty.  Vanity  sometimes  prevented  the 
beautiful  of  the  (air  sex  from  a  slip  in  her  con- 
duct, for  fear  they  might  forfeit  the  privilege  o! 
aspiring  to  this  honour.  Husbands  and  brothers 
are  not  allowed  to  vote  for  their  wives  or  their 
sisters.  The  priests  sometimes  figure  in  this 
ceremony,  and  crowned  heads  did  not  disdain 
to  take  a  part  in  it    Mothers  and  grandmothere 
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were  nccuKomed  to  oihibit  to  their  children  or 
grand-children  the  sBpper  which  Uiey  wore  when 
thej  were  gtam  of  tkt  foul,  pre«ir.ing  it  .s  . 
precious  souvenir  of  their  former  triumph,— as 
a  proof  of  the  beautj  and  virtue,  by  which  they 
were  distinguished  in  their  youth. 

On  the  third  day,  the  visitors,  having  needed 
repose,  did  not  assemble  tiU  the  hour  of  dinner, 
after  which  all  betook  themselves  to  the  balcony, 
to  have  a  good  view  of  the  horseracing,  and  the 
diArent  eihibiUons  of  strength  and  skill  which 
were  about  to  take  pUce. 

From  the  bouse  to  the  extramity  of  the  court- 
yard there  was  a  level  grass-plot,  throe  hundred 
feet  long,  and  one  hnndr^  and  fifty  broad. 
TOs  spot  was  selected  for  the  performances  of 
the  various  feats. 

After  all  the  horses  had  been  led  in  procession 
before  the  htdies,  as  at  Ravdan,  Buczaka's 
servant  and  Mucha  rode  iq  the  first  race.  The 
Colonel  and  his  Tartar  neighbour  accompanied 
them  to  the  stattmg-place,  wbidi  was  at  one  end 
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of  the  grass-plot  to  give  them  proper  ^rectiooa, 
and  exhort  them  to  do  their  best  to  support  the 
honour  of  their  masters.  After  a  good  race, 
Buczaka's  hone  won  by  a  couple  of  lengths. 
Two  cords  were  then  stretched  at  a  convenient 
height  with  an  interval  of  eight  feet  between 
diem.  The  two  horses  cleared  the  ropes  with- 
out any  appreciable  advantage  in  bvour  of 
either,  but  as  the  Twtar's  horse  was  a  little 
older  than  that  mounted  by  the  Cossack,  it  was 
decided,  ^at,  taking  this  into  consideration,  the 
victory  should  be  assigned  to  him. 

"  By  all  the  saints  I"  cried  the  Staroet,  a  little 
nettled  by  the  dedson,  "  suppose  we  ourselves, 
Major,  should  test  the  merits  of  our  favourite 
chai^rs,  and  we  might  also  avail  ouiselves  of 
-  this  opportunity  to  see  whether  Captain  KraVew- 
aki's  Arabian  horse  is  a  match  for  ours." 

"I  accept  the  challenge.  Colonel,"  replied 
Buczaka  in  a  good-humoured  tone. 

« I  ac(»pt  it  too,"  rejoined  Kraiewski. 

Ilie  horses  were  soon  led  on  to  the  course, 
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nor  could  the  Starost  or  his  friead  be  dissuaded 
hf  any  representations  from  entering  the  lists. 

The  riders  had  now  mounted,  and  were 
raining  their  beauteous  steeds  with  all  the  grace 
of  practised  wairioni. 

*'  Well,  gentlemen,*'  sud  the  Tartar,  "  what 
shall  the  stakes  be  ?" 

"  I  will  venture,"  replied  Vasorict,  "  the 
Tuikish  sabra  which  is  now  at  my  side." 

"  And  I,"  said  the  Major,  "  will  stake  a 
couple  of  the  finest  Wallachian  greyhounds." 

*'  And  V  added  the  Captun,  "  a  Peraioo 
bow,  with  a  quiver  of  the  finest  workmanship." 

"  Agreed !"  rejoined  Buczaka,  and  he  de- 
spatched a  servant  to  fetch  the  greyhounds. 
The  Starost  laid  down  his  sabre;  Mohed  the 
bow  and  quiver. 

As  the  grass-plot  appeared  too  small  for  this 
important  trial  of  speed,  the  ladies  and  other 
spectators  repaired  to  a  large  plun,  which  was 
fixed  upon  as  \he  race-course.  In  the  middle 
of  this  pliu%  which  was  but  a  short  distance 
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from  the  house,  there  vbb  a  kind  of  chapel, 
constructed  of  stone,  and  surrounded  by  a  low 
wall,  and  in  a  niche  over  the  door  was  a  large 
figure  of  Christ.  The  greatest  part  of  the 
company  stationed  themselves  within  this  en* 
closure,  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  danger. 

A  thousand  paces  were  measured  in  front 
of  the  chapel,  they  were  to  go  twice  over  this 
distance,  and  the  nice  was  to  be  detnded  in  one 
heat 

The  three  horses,  mounted  by  the  respective 
owners,  were  now  placed,  and,  in  apparent 
Consciousness  of  the  stru^le  that  awuted  them, 
were  pawing  the  ground  with  impatience. 

Tlieir  gallant  riders  continued  patting  (heir 
arched  and  graceful  necks.  The  signal  to  start 
was  now  given  by  Cenmir,  the  coursers  darted 
away  with  the  speed  of  liawks  in  pursuit  of  the 
timid  dove,  and  with  their  iron-bound  hoofs 
dashed  up  the  broken  turf  high  into  the  air.  Fast 
as  the  eye  could  follow,  they  sped  away.  The 
beholders   were  silent,    breathless,    motionlem, 
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pursuing  with  straiDing  vigioii  the  noble  steedt 
in  their  fleet  career,  and  endeaTouring  to  catch 
every  movement  of  the  riders.  They  had  now 
reached  the  furthest  limit,  and  were  wheeling 
to  return — now  is  the  trying  moment — The 
emulous  animals  excited  by  the  spur,  the  whip, 
the  voice,  and  by  their  own  desperate  energies, 
which  might  well  have  spared  other  incentives, 
were  stretched  out  like  greyhounds  sweeping 
over  the  plain,  Hey  were  all  as  yet  neck  and 
neck,  when  the  Colonel  called  aloud  to  KraT- 
flwski:-- 

"  If  yoQ  bear  me  any  love,  if  my  niece  is  dear 
to  you,  win,  I  implore  you,  win."  The  young 
officer,  stimulated  by  these  words,  sent  forth  a 
shrill  whistle,  and  suddenly  his  charger,  accus- 
tomed to  that  inspiring  sound,  bounded  amy 
like  an  impetuous  hurricane,  and  in  a  flew 
moments,  at  nearly  fifty  paces  ahead  of  his 
opponents,  passed  the  winning  post,  and  stood 
opposite  to  Mary,  panting  violently,  and  blowing 
the  foam  Irom  his  dilated  nostrils. 
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A  triumpha&t  shout  prDclaimBd  the  yictory 
to  the  Arab  steed ;  handkerchiefs  aad  hats  were 
waving  in  the  air,  and  it  was  but  a  second  after 
when  the  other  two  horses  cane  in ;  the  favourite 
charger  Falcon  beating  the  horse  of  Bucsika 
t^  a  neck. 

**  You  are  victorious,"  sud  the  Colonel  to 
Kraiewski,  "  and,  by  mj  &ith  I  I  would  bet 
any  thing  that  there  is  not  a  horse  in  all  Poland 
that  would  prove  a  match  for  yonrs.  No, 
's  blood  !"  continued  the  Starost,  twirling  his 
moustache,  "  it  is  rather  a  projectile  launched 
from  the  cannon's  mouth  than  a  horse." 

"  It  is  as  Arab  horse,  I  am  sure,"  said  Buc- 
zaka,  "it  is  neither  Turkish  nor  Persian,  and 
among  the  different  kinds  of  hones  that  are 
bred  in  the  East,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find 
his  equal." 

"Yes,"  replied  Kraiewdu,  "it  is  Arabian, 
and  was  presented  to  me  by  the  Posba  of 
Aleppo ;  even  in  that  country,  he  was  considered 
to  be  without  a  rival." 
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Hie  stakes  were  now  brought  to  KraTevski 
as  a  reward  of  victoiy,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
accept  them.  A  lady  now  asked  him  whether 
the  animal  was  gentle. 

KiaTewski,  desirous  of  shewing  how  tractable 
the  noble  creature  was,  called  out :  *'  Kneel 
down,  Eagle !"  and  in  a  moment,  the  docile 
steed  bent  his  knees  and  yielded  his  head  to  the 
caresses  of  his  fair  admirers. 

The  company  returned  to  the  bouse  to 
witness  the  exhibitions  of  strength  and  skill, 
which  now  commenced.  The  servant  of  Buc- 
zaka  was  the  first  performer.  Riding  at  full 
speed  he  caught  on  the  point  of  his  lance 
several  iron  rings,  that  were  thrown  in  the 
direction  in  which  he  passed.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Mucha,  who  now  exhibited  his  equestrian 
sUll.  Gallopping  away  at  the  most  rapid  rate, 
he  suddenly  disappeared  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
have  been  quite  out  of  the  reach  of  a  ball  or  a 
lance;  be  had  in  a  moment  concealed  both 
bead  and  body  under  his  horse  on  the  right  side, 
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twining  round  it  like  a  serpent.  He  hung  to 
the  saddle  by  liis  left  leg,  while  with  one  hand 
he  had  grasped  the  strap  of  the  right  stirrup ; 
the  other  hand,  bis  right  foot,  his  bead,  and 
body,  were  hanging  under  the  horse's  belly, 
wiUioat  his  loung  bis  balance,  for  be  suddenly 
whistled  and  s^  up  agun  upon  his  steed,  to  the 
great  astomshment  of  the  beholders. 

There  were  some  among  the  Zaporovian 
Cossacks,  who  were  dexterous  enough  even  to 
fire  their  pistols  in  the  position  we  hare  just 
described.  There  still  exist  descendants  from 
that  race,  who  perform  similar  feats. 

Mucha  retired  amid  the  loud  plaudits  of  tfafi 
spectatora. 

The  eldest  son  of  the  forest-keeper  now 
presented  himself,  having,  after  the  manner  of 
the  Polessians,  a  gun  with  a  very  small  calibre. 
A  hundred  yards  were  measured,  one  of  the 
aces  of  a  pack  of  cards  was  stuck  up  ^unst  a 
board  as  a  mark.     He  levelled  his  piece  and 
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Uie  ball  pftseed  through  the  ace ;  be  fired  twic* 
more,  and  each  time  struck  the  card. 

"  Ah  r  cried  the  Starost,  "if  we  bad  ten 
thousand  such  maiksavn,  aod  did  but  station 
them  well  in  ambush,  not  a  Swe<W  would  dare 
to  pass  the  Dzrina,  not  a  Russian  would  venture 
across  the  Dnieper." 

One  of  the  Colonel's  coachmen,  a  Carpathian  * 
mountaineer  proposed  to  exhibit  a  performance 
common  in  bis  country.  He  was  a  man  «ii- 
ceedbgly  tall  and  broad-chested,  but  appeared 
to  possess  angular  activity.  Uia  brown  hair, 
hanging  down  upon  his  back  was  curled  at  the 
end ;  a  kind  of  short  tunic  of  grey  cloth  fitted 
close  to  his  waist,  shewing  off  his  sdminble 
shape ;  a  large  white  collar  was  turned  down 
over  his  shoulders,  and  above  this  collar  ran  a 
cord  decorated  with  several  bows  of  ribbons,  and 
on  tbis  cord  were  strung  a  row  of  ducats  sepa- 

*  See*tlbe«nd  ortbeToIameoD  the   Cupathlui  moun- 


c.y  Google 


THB  BBTXMTBBMTB   CBKTDRT.  M 

nted  bj  the  bowa ;  these  coins  jingled  at  the 
least  movemeDt  he  made.  His  lege  were  con- 
fined in  tight,  cloth  pantaloona,  and  he  wore 
sandals.  A  broad,  leathern  belt  waa  budded 
round  bu  loins,  and  to  Uiis  belt  was  suspeoded 
a  nnall  axe  of  higUy  polished  iteel,  and  glittering 
like  a  mirror.  Hie  mountaineer,  taking  off  his 
U^,  broad-brimmed  hat,  requested  one  of  the 
lackeys  to  station  himself  with  his  back  agunst  a 
tree,  and  to  hold  up  a  lock  of  his  hair  between 
hia  finger  and  thumb  close  to  the  tree,  and 
hardly  an  inch  from  his  head.  The  lackey 
feeling  assured  that  no  harm  would  come  to  turn 
ID  the  presence  of  his  master,  complied  without 
hentation,  being  very  curious  to  know  what  the 
mountaineer  was  about  to  do.  The  latter, 
fixing  himself  at  about  twenty-^re  paces  from 
the  man,  and  humming  a  Caipathian  ditty, 
began  to  whirl  round  upon  the  spot  where  he 
stood  with  incredible  quickness  end  dexterity. 
Alt  at  once,  while  perfwming  this  species  of 
dance,  he  lud  hold  of  hia  axe,  and'  ahouting 
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aloud  hurled  it  with  all  his  mighL  The  weap6a 
spun  round  several  times,  gleaming  and  whiz- 
zing in  its  course,  and  struck  asunder,  between 
the  hand  and  the  head  of  the  lackey,  tlie  lock 
of  hair  that  he  was  holding  against  the  tree,  in 
which  it  was  half  buried,  to  the  great  surprise 
of  every  one,  and  particularly  of  the  lackey,  who 
stood  staring  with  open-mouthed  amazement, 
having  litUe  expected  to  be  made  the  butt  of  so 
dangerous  a  diversion.  Had  the  axe  struck 
half  an  inch  higher  or  lower,  it  would  have 
infallibly  cloven  his  hand  or  hia  head. 

The  feat  was  performed  so  unexpectedly  that 
no  time  was  left  for  reflexion,  or  opposition. 
Although  the  extraordinary  address  of  the 
mountaineer  was  greatly  admired,  he  never- 
theless received  a  severe  lecture  for  having 
carried  his  temerity  so  far.  But  to  convince 
the  company  of  the  infidlibility  of  his  hand  and 
eye,  he  pulled  out  the  axe,  vrithdrew  to  the 
distance  of  fifty  paces,  commenced  the  same 
whirling   movement  of  his  body,  hurled  the 
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weapon  again,  and  lodged  it  in  the  same  spot  of 
the  tree,  the  poor  astonished  lackey,  having 
taken  particular  care,  by  flying  for  refuge 
behind  his  master,  not  to  be  again  exposed  to 
dmilar  danger. 

After  several  otiier  performances  of  a  simiUr 
□atnre,  the  Starost  observed  to  his  friends 
around  him,  that  the  gentlemen  ought  now  to 
contribute  to  the  amusement  of  the  ladies  by 
some  specimens  of  their  dexterity. 

The  proposal  was  hailed  with  approbation, 
and  Buczaka  thus  answered : 

"  I  was  formerly  a  tolerable  shot,  and  perhaps 
even  now,  I  might  manage  to  drop  a  bird  or 
two,  although  I  have  periiaps  almost  forgotten. 
Do  you  think,  Captain  Kraiewski,  yon  could  hit 
•  jHgeon  flying  ?' 

The  Captain  assented,  and  accepted  the  chal- 
lenge. Some  pigeons  were  sent  for,  and  soon 
brought. 

"  Do  you  Are  with  ball,  or  with  shot?"  said 
KraVewskL 
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"  With  ball  I  you  are  jesting,"*  sud  Vasoricz 
and  Buczaka  at  the  same  moment. 

KraVewski  fired  three  times  mxh  ball,  and 
killed  three  pigeons. 

"  On  my  ftuth !"  exclaimed  Buciaka  in 
amazement ;  *'  seeing  is  believiDg,  but  1  shoutd 
never  baTe  thought  it  possible." 

The  rest  of  the  pigeons  were  now  let  off  one 
at  a  time,  some  were  killed  by  various  gentle- 
men, others  were  missed. 

Tke  amusements  were  about  to  be  terminated 
when  Buczaka  chalked  a  round  spot  upon  a  door 
in  the  court-yard,  and  made  a  display  of  bis 
skill  in  hurling  the  djereed.  At  the  distance 
of  fifteen  yards,  he  lodged  the  dart  quite  close 
to  the  mu'k,  KraVewski  succeeded  him,  and 
the  dart  was  fixed  in  the  very  centre  of  the  spot. 
He  then  requested  Mary  to  lend  hitn  a  ring, 
which  be  hung  up  against  the  door  by  a  piece  of 
sewing-«lk ;  he  then  selected  a  poniard  with  a 
narrow  point,  and  hurling  it  with  great  force, 
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kidged  it  exBctly  in  the  centre  of  the  circle 
deBcribed  hy  the  ring. 

"  By  our  luij  1"  exclaimed  Vasovicz,  "  you 
are  our  msater  in  every  thing," 

"  lliere  ia  no  disputing  it,"  rejoined  Buczaka, 
'bat  ptfrhapa  the  Captain  is  not  equally  good 
with  the  pistol." 

"  I  was  ODoe  an  adept,"  replied  Kraiewski, 
"but  as  I  hare  a  good  eye,  I  think  that  a  little 
practice  would  make  me  as  great  an  adept 
as  over." 

"  In  that  case,"  said  the  Staroet,  "  you  would 
not  have  any  formidable  cotnpedtors,  for  I 
doubt  whether  our  worthy  neighbour  can  still 
perform  with  his  {nstol  the  wonders  which  he 
formerly  did,  espeoally  as  he  says  he  has  for- 
gotten." 

"  When  I  Bud  so,  I  meant  the  gun,  which  is 
the  we^wn  of  the  infantry,  but  the  pistol !  the 
pistol !  that  is  quite  another  thing  1  I  forget  my 
skill  at  pistol-shooting  1  we  shall  see  thst  by 
and  by ;  not  at  present,  but  hereafter,"  added 
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BucEaka  with  a  malignant  smile,  that  betrayed- 
some  secret  thought  luriung  behind.     - 

Having  said  these  words,  he  called  one  of  his 
servants,  and  gave  him  some  directions  in  a 
whisper. 

The  amusements  being  concluded,  the  ladies 
went  to  dress  for  the  nuptials,  that  were  to  ter- 
minate the  day. 
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CHAPTEE  XIX. 

"All, all  abrcMd,  aod  malic  In  the  gale 
,       ''  A  wedding  dance !" 

The  setting  buh  was  reddening  the  western 
limits  of  the  akj,  when  the  company  assembled 
to  vitness  the  marriage  already  announced. 

This  matrimonial  union  was  to  be  Bolemnised 
with  a  rigid  and  punctilious  observance  of  all 
the  ceremooies  peculiar  to  the  country,  in  exact 
conformity  with  the  description,  which  we  now 
lay  before  the  reader. 

Id    Samogitia,  when  a  youth   conceives   an 

attachment  for  a  young  girl,  and  be  seeks  to 

espouse  her,  he  calls  together  his  relatives  and 

f3 
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friends,  asd  discloses  bis  wishes.  The  party 
convened.  Immediately  iostituta  an  enquiry 
retatiTe  to  the  moral  qualities  and  health  of  the 
damsel,  with  whom  the  youth  Is  enamoured,  and 
on  receiving  satls&ctory  assurances  witli  regard 
to  these  important  points,  they  repair  forthwith 
in  procesnon  to  the  house  <^  the  ^rl's  parents. 
On  their  way  they  are  headed  by  a  musician 
playing  the  violin.  When  they  have  entered 
the  abode,  they  formally  demand  the  hand  of 
the  maiden  in  the  name  of  the  lover,  and  invite 
the  fether  and  mother  to  partake  of  the  brandy, 
wtuch  they  carry  with  them.  The  damsel, 
suspecting  or  knowing  the  object  of  their  virit, 
is  naturally  put  to  the  blush,  and  covering  her 
face  with  her  hands,  takes  to  ber  heels,  and 
escapes  into  another  apartment.  Hie  crimson 
hue  of  her  cheeks  and  her  flight  are  considered 
to  augur  well  for  the  success  of  the  mission. 

When  the  proposal  is  approved  by  the  parents 
of  the  damsel,  they  send  in  their  turn  dieir 
intimate  friends  to  the  house  of  the  suitor,  to 
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aseertain  the  quantity  of  bis  com,  the  nnmber 
of  hia  Testments,  his  household  arrangementa, 
the  sice  and  eommodionmess  of  his  dwellhig. 
The  deputation  then  retami  to  reader  a  bithful 
account  of  the  poMesaionB  and  keakh  of  the 
suitor.  When  the  latter  is  definitJTtly  acceptad, 
the  wedding-day  is  fixed.  ]b  the  mean  tiaie 
the  affianced  bride  a  principally  occupied  ht 
making  table-napkins,  which  she  ii  to  <^er  as 
presents  to  the  most  diatingoi^ed  guests  on  the 
day  of  her  nuptials. 

On  the  day  before  the  wedding,  the  bride, 
with  a  myrtle-branch  entwined  in  her  hair,  and 
attired  in  a  red  woollen  petticoat,  surmounted 
with  a  corset,  which  is  sometimes  decorated  with 
a  golden  tress,  sets  out  with  a  train  of  com- 
panions to  the  abode  of  the  liege-lord  at  the 
village,  to  whom  she  presents  a  cake  called 
korovai/,  crowned  with  the  aymbolical  figure  of  a 
horn  of  plenty.  She  receives  in  return  a  cap, 
some  brUtdy,  and  other  gifts.  Both  in  going  and 
returning,  she  drops  three   profound  courteseys 
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to  every  one  of  the  oppoute  sex  that  she 
meets. 

On  the  followiog  morning,  the  young  couple, 
after  faaving  confessed,  are  married  in  the  parish 
church,  in  the  Roman  Catholic  form  of  solem* 
nizBtion.  The  dress  of  the  bridegroom  is  com- 
posed of  a  short  surcoat  of  grey  cloth,  confined 
at  the  waist  by  a  red  woollen  belt,  and  of  large, 
high  boots  over  his  pantaloons. 

On  leaving  the  church  the  bridegroom  and 
bride  return  separately  to  their  respective  homes, 
where  sohducha  and  grog  are  c^uaffed  amid 
gossip  and  laughter. 

Towards  the  decline  of  day  two  musicians, 
the  one  playing  a  violin,  the  other  the  bag-pipes, 
are  borne  in  a  vehicle,  drawn  by  a  white  horse, 
to  the  house  of  the  bride.  Behind  Ihem  is  the 
bridegroom,  surrounded  by  a  multitude  of  his 
friends,  preceded  and  followed  by  other  musi- 
cians, all  in  vehicles  or  on  horseback,  saluting 
every  one  they  encounter  on  the  way,  and  singing 
joyous  roundelays. 
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The  procesuoD  halts  before  die  bride'a  abode, 
the  door  of  which  is  closed. 

All  the  men  alight  at  the  same  moment,  tap 
very  gently  at  the  door,  requesting  odmisuoo 
and  hospitable  entertainment,  which  are  uncere- 
mooiotuly  refused.  They  threaten  to  break 
open  the  door,  while  the  bride  pleads  in  their 
behalf,  throwing  herself  on  her  knees  to  suppli- 
cate her  parents  to  admit  them. 

Her  entreaties  at  length,  though  with  difficulty, 
prevail.  The  door  is  opened  to  them,  and  the 
brandy  circulates  freely. 

Tile  musicians  play  a  variety  of  tunes ;  the 
husband,  hanng  declared  his  name,  qualities, 
and  rights,  signifies  his  determination  to  take 
his  wedded  wife  away  with  him.  Her  mother 
makes  a  formal  opposition  and  cries  for  help. 
In  an  instant  a  bevy  of  elderly  matrons,  armed 
with  broom-sticks,  rush  forward  to  repel  the 
intended  aggression.  The  husband  endeavours 
to  pacify  them  by  persuasion  and  gentleness, 
when   other  means  have   failed; — all  is  of  no 
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RTatI:  a  scuffle  ensues;  the  modier  and  the  rest 
of  the  females  seize  a  &nn  hoM  of  the  bride's 
petticoat  on  the  right  side,  the  husband  and  his 
male  friends  grasp  it  on  the  left,  that  is,  on  the 
side  of  the  heart ;  after  an  obstinate  struggle, 
the  men,  nctorioos  as  a  matter  of  course,  carry 
off  their  Helen  and  her  possessions.  conducUng 
her  amid  shouts  of  trhnnph,  and  strains  of  merry 
music,  to  the  habitation  of  the  bridegroom^ 
where  the  latter  introduces  her  to  his  mother  or 
nearest  relatire,  to  whose  care  be  confides  her. 
The  mother  receives  her  with  welcoming  kind- 
ness, presents  her  with  a  gown,  and  lays  her 
hand  upon  her  head  in  token  of  benediction. 
After  this,  the  young  couple  betake  themselves 
together  to  the  abode  of  the  bridegroom's  seig- 
neur to  receiTe  gifts,  and  to  present  him  with 
another  cake  simiUr  to  the  one  dready  men- 
tioned. 

As  the  bridegroom  and  bride  were  inhabi- 
tants of  the  village,  which  belonged  to  Buczaka, 
they  accordingly  repaired  to  his  house. 
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All  the  Tinton  bestowed  some  presents  upon 
the  bride;  ber  health  was  dnmlt  in  cups  of 
sparkling  liquor.  By  the  rolling  eyes,  the  de- 
termined air,  the  laconic  and  jovial  repartees 
of  Buczaka,  it  was  easy  to  perceive  that  the 
vapours  of  the  troyniak  were  eiercising  a  potent 
influence  upon  bis  brain. 

**  We  must,  we  positively  must,"  cried  the 
exalted  seigneur,  twisting  out  his  long  silvery 
moustaches,  and  addressing  Putrament, — "we 
must  finish  this  day  by  diverting  the  company 
with  a  small  sample  of  oar  andent  customs." 

**  Well !  u  all  ready  ?"  said  he  with  a  sig- 
nificant gesture  to'one  of  the  servants  that  was 
passing  by. 

"  Yes,  my  lord,"  replied  the  latter. 

The  company  now  proceeded  to  the  ball-room 
to  dance  with  the  bride. 

Buczaka  abstained  from  takbg  an  active  part 
in  this  amusement ;  but  remained  standing  in 
the  comer  of  the  room,  near  a  small  table,  upon 
which  be  was  often  casting  bis  eyes,  and  irtiich 
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was  covered  with  a  cloth,  concealing  some  object 
or  other  that  gave  ample  scope  for  conjecture. 
Madam  Buczaka  led  off  with  the  Colonel ;  the 
bride  with  her  partner  followed.  When  the  file  - 
of  couples  came  near  to  the  Tartar,  he  slipped 
both  bands  under  the  cloth,  and  suddenly  cried 
aloud :  "  To  my  mfe'a  right  heel ! — To  the 
bride's  myrtle-branch !"  In  an  instant  a  clit^ng 
sound  is  beard,  the  reports  of  two  pistols  burst 
upon  the  ear,  and  throu^  the  smoke  Buczaka's 
wife  is  perceived  making  a  pirouette,  and  the 
bride  shaking  her  head  with  a  strange  activity 
of  movement.  The  dancers  stood  still  in  utter 
amazement ;  when  the  first  surprise  was  over, 
it  was  observed  that  one  of  tiie  pbtol-balls  had 
torn  off  the  high  heel  from  Madam  Buczaka's 
right  shoe,  and  that  a  small  twig  of  the  myrtle- 
branch,  that  decorated  the  head  of  the  bride, 
had  been  struck  off  by  the  other,  neither  of 
the  females  having  sustained  the  least  peisonal 
injury. 

"  Admirably  aimed  V   coolly   observed  the 
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Starost,  as  his  finger  and  thumb  were  buued  in 
twisting  and  unravelling  his  moustaches ;  "  but 
it  was  not  the  time  for  making  such  an  experi- 
ment." 

"I  am  a  little  out  of  practice,"  rejoined 
Baczaka,  presenting  a  purse  of  gold  to  the  young 
girl  whom  he  had  so  seriously  alarmed. 

The  gfuety  of  the  dancers  was  but  briefiy 
interrupted  by  this  noisy  episode,  and  the  bride 
was  soon  about  to  be  conducted  to  the  dwelling 
of  her  husband.  The  Colonel  retired  from  the 
room,  but  shortly  after  returned  with  bis  handd 
behind  him.  He  walked  along  near  Buczaka, 
who  was  oaring  his  arm  to  a  lady. 

"My  dear  Major,"  sud  the  Colonel,  "the 
tasael,  which  is  dangling  from  your  cap,  is  not 
firmly  attached,  it  will  soon  drop  off." 

"  Pshaw !"  replied  the  Tartar,  "  it  holds  firmly 
enough  to  resist  a  gust  of  wind,  and  even  the 
band  that  would  be  bold  enough  to  touch  it." 

Buczaka  continued  walking,  while  he  thus 
■poke.     But  he  bad  scarcely  set  a  dosen  steps. 
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when  a  {Astol-shot  re^ouaded  in  his  &a ;  his  cap 
fell,  ojkI  the  golden  tassel  had  been  shot  off. 
The  musicians  ceased  playing,  end  the  dance 
was  still.  Buczaka  picked  up  bb  cap,  and 
Coolly  remarked  to  Vasovicz,  who  had  fired  the 
pistol :  "  It  seems  that  we  hare  been  trained 
under  the  same  master :  A  tooth  for  a  tooth  1 
Similis  simili  gaudet !  HoweTer,  neither  Casimir 
nor  any  of  my  sons  will  ever  attain  such  skill 
and  accuracy  of  aim." 

He  then  quietly  pursued  his  perambulation 
along  the  room,  and  even  offered  his  arm  to 
the  Colonel.  The  party  now  proceeded  to 
escort  the  bride  to  her  husband's  home. 

The  ancient  ceremonies  of  marriage  in  Li- 
thuania, bear  a  certain  affinity  to  those  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romans,  llie  bride,  who  had 
been  lost  sight  of  on  the  Way,  now  made  her 
appearance.  She  was  thrice  led  by  her  nume- 
rous attendants  round  the  habitation  of  the 
bridegroom ;  her  feet  were  then  bathed,  And 
with  the  same  water,  with  w}ucb  the.  ablution 
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had  been  performed,  the  furniture,  the  nuptial 
couch,  and  the  guests,  were  severalty  besprinkled. 
Honey  was  then  put  upon  her  lipe  as  a  symbol 
that  she  was  to  avoid  every  species  of  disagree- 
ment with  her  husband:  after  this  the  nuptial 
veil  was  thrown  over  her  face,  and  she  was  led 
to  each  door  in  the  house,  at  which  she  gently 
tapped  with  her  right  foot.  At  the  same  instant 
her  husband's  moUier,  with  her  friends,  scattered 
round  her  wheat,  rye,  oats,  barley,  pease,  beans, 
and  poppies ;  and  those,  who  poured  forth  with 
liberal  hand  these  symbols  of  abundance,  pro- 
nounced the  following  words  to  the  bride  in  a 
loud  voice :  "  If  thou  takest  care  of  thy  house- 
hold,  if  thou  remainest  steadfast  in  the  &ith  of 
thy  parents  and  forefathers,  and  in  all  thy 
duties,  the  horn  of  plenty  wHl  ever  grace  thy 
abode ;  heaven  will  bless  thee ;  but  if,  on  the 
contrary,  thou  violatest  thy  oaths  and  forgettest 
thy  religion,  the  anger  of  thy  husband  wUI  be 
followed  by  the  wrath  of  God ;  thou  wilt  be  a 
prey  to  misery,  thou  wilt  be  hated  and  scorned 
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by  every  body."  This  address  being  concluded, 
she  was  unveiled,  and  invited  to  take  her  seat 
at  the  festive-board. 

During  the  dance,  vhich  succeeded  the  repast, 
some  young  girls  dexterously  clipped  off  her 
hair.  She  flod  quite  abashed  into  tlie  adjoining 
room.  The  husband  withdrew  in  like  manner. 
But  there  was  yet  another  and  a  great  grievance 
in  store  for  the  poor  bride.  While  the  mother 
and  female  relatives  of  the  huaband  were  dis- 
robing her,  a  number  of  young  damsels,  holding 
their  hands  behind  them,  were  looking  with 
impatient  eyes  towards  the  door,  which  gently 
opened.  The  bride  came  forth  ea  chaiute, 
barefooted  and  with  downcast  look,  and  endea- 
voured to  spring  at  one  bound  into  the  bed- 
room. In  a  moment  the  young  maidens,  like  a 
pack  of  {amished  wolves,  rush  upon  her,  and 
each  flourishing  in  the  air  an  elevated  rod, 
pursues  her,  exclaiming,  "  Begone  t  begone ! 
you  ore  no  longer  worthy  of  a  place  amongst 
us  1"    The  uplifted  scoui^^  fall  heavily  upon 
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ber  vith  a  whizzing  sound ;  she  calls  for  help. 
On  a  sodden  the  hnsband  makes  his  appearance, 
vith  the  fire  of  indignation  flashing  in  his  eyes, 
and  thus  expresses  himself  i — *'  Who  dares  thus 
to  beat  my  wedded  wife  ?  Her  body  is  my  body, 
her  soul  is  now  my  soul.  Go  hence :  I  wish  to 
be  alone  in  my  own  hotise."  Instantly  the 
young  giria  fling  away  their  rods  and  scamper 
away  with  precipitate  speed.  All  the  othen 
withdraw,  and  the  husband  bears  off  the  bride 
into  the  nuptial  apartment,  under  the  windows 
of  which  they  are  serenaded  by  a  party  of  musi- 
cians arriving  for  that  purpose. 

Buczaka,  who  had  taken  a  part  in  the  cere- 
mony to  the  very  condu^on,  re-conducted  hb 
guests  to  bis  abode,  where  they  spent  the  night. 

The  following  morning  at  a  rery  early  hour, 
the  Tartar,  cUsturbed  in  mind,  went  into  the 
room  io  which  the  Colonel  was  sleeping,  and 
offered  an  apology  for  the  foolish  prank  he  had 
played,  attributing  his  folly  to  the  treadierous 
hydromel,  which  had  heated  his  brun. 
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The  StaiOBt  UateDed  to  him  with  kiadneBt  of 
heart,  and  advised  him  to  renovince  once  fcv  all 
the  tir  au  talon,  which  was  now  an  antiquated 
custom,  however  great  his  akill  and  his  attach- 
ment to  antnent  usages  might  be. 

Buczaka  acknowledged  himself  in  the  wron^ 
and  promifled  upon  his  honour  not  to  renew  such 
a  scene.  The  two  comradas  then  took  leave  of 
each  other  in  perfect  harmony,  and  Vasovicx 
returned  with  bis  suite  to  Ravdan. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 


Nor  th^dy  tiM 

1*  foond  to  nfmh  tbe  tcUng  tjt, 
And  the  blank  horiion  ninnd  and  ttmnd, 
Ten  to  tba  heart  In  Ite  peniife  mood, 
Ttwt  tbii  if  iwture'i  loUtnde. 

Prirslb. 


Towards  tbe  end  of  September,  tbe  Starost, 
accompaoied  by  his  niece,  Cadmir,  Kruewski, 
and  a  numerous  train  of  serrants,  took  bis  de- 
parture from  Ravdan  with  the  intention  of 
▼iating  Hnsk,  and  of  repairing  afterwards  to 
his  estates,  situated  beyond  that  town  on  the 
confines  of  Poletda.  The  country,  which  he 
was  to  traverse,  ungladdened  by  cultivation, 
aboonding  in  moranes,  was  tbe  most  desolate 
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the  imagination  can  conceive,  but,  perhaps,  the 
least  known,  as  well  as  the  most  rematfcable  of 
its  kind ;  he  was  desirous  to  behold  it  once  more, 
and  to  affi)rd  hb  niece  an  opportunity  of  viewing 
some  of  the  wildest  scenes  of  nature. 

The  beat  of  the  summer  had  been  moderated 
bjr  die  genial  coolness  of  autumn,  a  season  so 
favourable  to  the  traveller,  and  as  yet  there 
were  no  signs  of  winter's  approach. 

After  having  journeyed  for  four  days  through 
a  portion  of  Black-Russia,*  along  roads,  now 
Btriking  through  dense  and  gloomy  forests,  now 
scarcely  traceable  amid  wild  wastes  of  sand,  they 
arrived  at  Hnsk.'t' 

The  Starost  went  with  lus  niece  to  inspect 
the  various  curiouties  of  the  town  and  its  envi- 
rons, then,  having  halted  at  Dubo'i'a  and  Las- 
kovicze,  he  proceeded  to  his  other  possessions. 

They  now  plunged  into  the  heart  of  Polesia ; 
the  country  became  more  and  more  dismal,  and 

*  Cnnu  Bo*,  PoUih  ProTince. 
-Bm  the  Vote  on  Ruk. 
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aw^mpy.  They  passed  along  a  dyke  many 
leagues  in  length.  On  each  aide  of  this  elflvated 
causeway,  for  sereral  miles  around  there  was 
Wtber  tree  nor  patch  of  cultivated  ground,  nor 
village,  nor  even  a  solitary  hut  to  cheer  the 
aching  sight.  As  fiu  as  the  eye  could  reach, 
there  was  nothing  but  internuoable  mardies, 
with  innumerable  flocks  of  wild  ducks  and  other 
aquatic  birds,  that  were  wheeling  round  in  large 
circles,  and  rending  the  air  with  their  shrill 
piercing  cries,  appearing  to  be  the  sole  tenants 
of  these  dreary  and  inhospitable  tracts. 

The  sun  was  at  its  meridian  height,  darUng 
forth  its  rays  with  that  gentle  autumnal  heat, 
which  sheds  a  soothing  witchery  over  animated 
nature,  and  the  rank  broad-leafed  marsh-plants, 
cherished  by  the  quagmire  as  it  were  to  hide  its 
own  undghtliness,  were  bending  beneath  the 
breeze. 

In  crossing  these  swampy  plains,  of  which  it 
would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  a  just  description, 
the.  traveller,  however  gay  and  light-hearted  by 

VOL.   II.  0 
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natute,  is  oppreued  with  a  sentation  that  defies 
definition.  It  is  not  melancholjrt  it  is  not  sad- 
ness,— it  is  an  undefinaUe  feeling,  perhaps  nmi- 
lar  to  that  which  the  sick  man  experiences,  when 
the  stomach  loathes  the  food  that  is  intended  to 
pourish  the  body,  or  the  medicine  which  is 
offered  to  restore  its  functions,  Conrersation 
ceased,  and  all  were  under  the  influence  of  that 
dull  morbid  malady  of  the  soul,  of  which  I  have 
essayed  to  give  a  feeble  idea,  and  the  caose  of 
wluch  might  afford  an  ample  Aeld  for  the  re> 
searches  of  the  phyuologist. 

While  the  vehicle  was  slowly  jolUng  along, 
with  its  wheels  alternately  unking  and  rising  in 
their  uneven  course  over  masses  of  brushwood 
and  barkless  trees  that  lay  in  rows  along  the 
dyke,  a  low,  instinct,  yet  discordant  and  inex- 
plicable sound  came  slowly  uptm  the  ears  of  the 
travellers ;  in  proportion  as  they  progressed,  this 
sound  seemed  to  increase  in  intensity.  '  Mary 
jsaa  about  to  make  some  observation  upon  it^ 
when  bU  at  once  the  several  carriages  baited 
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ahooet'  amultaneoualy.  Vasovicz,  was  od  the 
point  of  inquiring  the  cause  of  the  stoppage, 
'  when  Jenny  scveaned  with  afirigbt  The  colour 
forsook  the  averted  countenance  of  Mary. 
Kraiewiki  and  Casimir  looked  forward  with  a 
penetrating  gaie. 

Tbe  ooachman  pointed  out  some  object  to  the 
Starost,  whose  astonishment  was  great,  when  he 
perceived  all  along  the  dylce  myriads  of  serpents 
entwined  and  entangled  in  each  other's  cmls, 
and  presenting,  even  to  the  vision's  farthest  ken, 
a  long  line  of  living  rapdies,  wearying  the  shrink- 
ing eye  with  their  matted  folds,  and  offending 
the  ear  with  their  multitudinous  bisungs.  The 
spectacle  was  so  novel,  so  unexpected,  so  extra* 
ordinary,  that  all  the  men  were  for  a  few  mo- 
qients  fixed  in  puatiil  oontamplation ;  but  when 
tltey  heard  the  same  muuc  behind  them  from  a 
Boaky-brood  not  less  nmnarou*  than  the  ftnner, 
the  Colonel,  while  endeavouring  to  reassure  and 
encourage  his  niece,  being  taken  between  two 
fliee,  became  a  little  alarmed,  nor  without  good 
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reason.  Some  of  the  reptiles  were  crushed  to 
death,  while  others  reared  their  crests  between 
the  wheels,  so  high  that  thef  were  with  difficulty 
prevented  from  entering  the  carriage ;  the 
horses  began  to  plunge,  and  the  peril  was  gnat. 
Kraiewski,  after  a  moment^s  reflexion,  ordered 
the  horses  to  be  firmly  reined,  and  fired  hia 
pistols.  A  first,  and  then  a  second  generel  dis- 
charge of  all  the  fire-arma  was  made  with  won- 
derful success.  At  the  first  volley,  the  lusaings 
were  redoubled,  but  at  the  second,  the  knotted 
mass  of  serpents,  which  had  issued  from  the 
swamps  to  warm  themselves  in  the  sun,  regained 
their  haunts,  gliding  off  the  causeway  on  both 
sides,  and  thus  leaving  it  clear  for  the  farther 
progress  of  the  travellers,  who  made  the  best  of 
their  way  to  the  end  of  the  dyke,  which  they 
reached  without  any  twcident  be&lling  them. 
Tlie  irfiole  party,  however,  shouted  aloud,  and 
the  coachmen  cracked  their  irtiips  to  hinder  the 
return  of  these  horrible  deniEens  of  the  swamps. 
Ihe  sun  was  about  to  nnk  into  the  marshes, 


c.y  Google 


TBE   BEVBSTEBItTH  CEHTUBT.  1^ 

ftg  he  u  yroat  to  immerge  into  the  ocean.  A 
few  atanted  pines  that  raised  their  dark  blighted 
forma  from  the  land-hillA,  and  some  scattered 
huts  gloomily  relieved  against  die  clian^ng  tints 
of  the  sky,  began  to  break  the  soul-chilling 
monotomy  of  the  landscape  around. 

On  the  following  day,  towards  evening,  the 
Colonel  reached  his  estate  at  Bielska-Vola. 

This  village,  which  still  exists,  a  so  surrounded 
by  the  Styr,  the  deep  forests  and  wide  monsses 
of  Polegia,  that  there  is  no  other  approach  to  it 
but  by  a  dyke  two  miles  long,  which  requires 
reparation  every  year,  and  is  passable  only  in 
dry  weather. 

At  a  short  distance  from  tUs  village,  in  the 
middle  of  an  immense  forest,  there  is  a  beautJfW 
lake,  extremely  deep,  several  leagues  in  circum- 
ference, larded  all  around  by  a  belt  of  sand- 
hills, end  crowned  with  6rs  contemplating  their 
jagged  foliage  in  the  mkror  of  molten  silver 
below  them.  71m  waters  of  this  lake,  which  is 
remarkably  clear,  have  a  brackish  taste,  and 
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contain  very  la^  £shes,  some  of  which  are 
peculiar  to  ii,  Inralids  pretend  to  have  dented 
benefit  from  bathing  in  these  waters. 

After  a  mondi's  stay  at  BieUka-Vota,  Vam- 
vicz  resolved  to  -vwt  his  cousins  in  Red  Rosffla,*^ 
(now  Galicia)  before  he  returned  to  Havdan. 

On  crossing  the  Styr,  they  arrired  in  Volhynia, 
a  country  totally  difibrettt  from  the  former. 
Here  the  traveller  meets  with  no  marshes,  no 
forests,  no  wastes  of  barren  sand  ;  but  wide 
fertile  plains,  lofty  hills,  and  deep  ravines.  The 
inhabitants  are  taller,  more  robust,  better  clad ; 
there  is  an  aj^arance  of  opulence,  and  even  of 
refinement.  The  small  towns  are  more  nu- 
merous, the  nllages  more  populous.  Tlie 
thatched  cottages  and  wood-built  houses  of  Po- 
Ie»a  were  succeeded  by  magnificent  edifices  and 
splendid  gardens. 

Towards   tlie    Dniester,   near    Podolia,   the 

country  assumed  a  grand  and  pictui'esque  aspect 

The  tourists  at  length  arrived  at  the  ancient 

*  Czeretotis  Hi»,  PoIUh  Prcrrltice.  - 
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town  of  HaGc£,  whence  the  Carpathian  moun- 
twm  were  dimly  viaible,  like  faint-blue  clouds 
upoA  the  htnizoD'a  verge. 

At  this  town,  it  had  been  determined  that 
Krawwaki  was  fa  take  leave  of  the  party,  that 
be  might  proceed  to  Moldana  to  parchase 
horses  for  tile  army  of  Livonia,  while  Vasovicz 
and  Mary  were  to  take  a  difierent  direction. 
The  departure  of  Kraiewski,  notwithstanding 
his  pontive  aasuranees  that  he  would  return  to 
Samogitia  in  a  few  months,  thre*  a  slight  shade 
of  gloom  over  the  travellers. 

Any  one,  who  is  disposed  to  devote  his  atten- 
tions to  a  female,  meets  with  more  opportanities 
of  obli^ng  her,  when  he  is  the  companion  of 
her  tralvels,  than  perhaps  in  any  other  situation. 
The  young  <^cer  interpreted  each  wish  of 
Mary's  heart  ere  the  tongue  could  give  it  utter- 
ance ;  be  was  giudfed  by  a  sort  of  instinct  to  the 
antidpation  of  her  wishes.  Tlie  Colonel,  who 
was  much  attached  to  him,  regretted  his  sepa^ 
ration  almost  as  much  as  his  niece. 
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After  a  most  affecdoD&te  hrewell,  Kraiewik} 
took  the  road  to  Bnkovina,  while  the  Cdonel 
planged  into  the  heart  of  Gatitna,  keeeing  in  a 
line  with  the  Caipethian  monntains  towards 
Cracow.  T\m  coM  weather  had  b^nn  to  set 
in  with  some  sererity,  thick  miats  enshrouded 
the  summits  of  the  monntuns.  The  first  fall 
of  snow  might  he  expected  every  day,  and  this 
would  render  the  roads  impassable  for  a  length 
of  time.  Prudence  therefore  dictated  an  abridg- 
ment of  \bo  tour,  and  accordingiy,  Vasoncx 
leaving  Cracow  on  the  left»  tuned  abruptly 
bade  and  proceeded  <«  the  way  to  Waisaw 
throngh  Lublin. 

It  was  already  the  middle  of  November. 
The  roads  had  been  rendered  heavy  by  the 
rain,  and  the  progress  of  the  carriages  was  necea- 
urily  very  alow. 

At  this  period,  travelling  in  Poland  was  per* 
ibrmed  with  difficulty,  especially  In  un&vourablo 
-weather.  There  were  no  inns ;  only  miserable 
drinking  houses  kept  by  Jews,  who  seemed  to 
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revel  in  filth.  The  heavy  incumbrance  of  lug- 
gage, the  selection  and  preparation  of  resting- 
places  occasioned  conBiderable  embarresiment 
to  the  Colonel,  nor  was  Casimir  able  to  assist 
faim  in  these  several  duties,  notwithstanding  bis 
willingness  to  partiapate  in  them. 

From  Lublin,  they  at  length  arrived  at  War- 
saw, where  they  retnuned  several  days.  Mary 
greatly  admired  the  beautiful  site  and  extreme 
cleanliness  of  this  city,  which,  at  this  time,  that 
is  to  say,  in  the  reign  of  Sig^smund  III.,  had 
become  the  capital  of  the  kingdom,  instead  of 
Cracow.  But  this  new  capital  was  then  quite 
deserted ;  for  the  king,  his  whole  court,  a  great 
number  of  the  nobles  both  Lithuanian  and  Po- 
lish,  among  others,  the  illustrious  house  of  the 
princes  of  Radzimll,  had  repaired  to  Wilna. 
It  appears  that  the  king  had  proceeded  to  Lithu- 
ania to  divert  his  mind  from  the  grief  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  Anne  his  first  consort,  whom  he 
bad  loved  with  uneere  afiection. 

The  Starost,  who  had  just  received  a  letter 
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from  the  Priocesa  Roduvill,  rawlved  to  proceed 
through  Wiloa  rather  than  return  hj  the  direct 
road  to  fiavdan.  He  accordingly  quitted  War- 
saw, and  having  passed  through  Bialystotc, 
entered  the  extensive  and  gloomy  forest  of  Bia- 
loneza. 

During  the  two  nights,  which  our  travellers 
had  to  pass  in  the  open  air  round  a  large  Rre, 
the  mind  of  Mary  was  naturally  filled  with 
fearful  apprehensions,  although  every  precaution 
had  been  taken  with  a  view  to  safety.  Her 
alarm  was  at  its  height,  when  she  was  startled 
from  her  sleep  by  the  roaring  of  the  wild  animals 
prowling  for  their  pray.  The  travellers  at  length 
emerged  from  these  cheerless  tracts,  and  in  three 
days  arrived  at  Wilna. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

"  Ob!  tfae  horrible  voTtm)  metblnkj  I  hear, 
The  loand  of  their  tbotalepi  diiwlng  near." 

On  the  foUowiug  day,  towards  evening,  the 
Starost,  with  his  niece  and  son,  stepped  into  the 
carnage  on  his  way  to  the  magnificent  palace  of 
the  Princess  Radziwill. 

They  had  scarcely  alighted,  when  they  were 
ushered  into  a  splendid  room  on  the  ground 
floor  by  several  domestics,  arrayed  in  a  livery 
richly  decorated  with  silver  and  gold.  The 
Colonel,  in  reply  to  a  respectful  question  from 
a  valet,  thus  formally  announced  himself. 

<  I    am  Joseph  Vasovicz  Dunin,  Starost  of 
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Pilviszkt,  fonnerly  a  Colonel  in  tbe  cavalry ;  and 
mjr  son  and  my  Diece,  Lady  Mary  Barton,  accom- 
pany me."  While  he  was  thus  expresung  him- 
self, bis  left  hand  fell  involuntariiy  upon  the  hilt 
of  his  sword,  and  bis  right  was  busied  in  smooth- 
ing his  moustaches. 

"  I  will  go  and  inform  the  gtand  chamberlun 
of  your  Lordship's  arriva],"  said  tbe  valet,  who 
hastily  withdrew,  and  immediately  letumed 
with  a  gentleman  of  a  certain  age,  an  honourable 
courtier,  who  had  grown  grey  in  the  sunshine  of 
princely  smiles. 

The  latter  made  a  profound  obeisance  to  the 
Colonel,  who  gravely  returned  his  greeting,  after 
having  recognised  him  tis  tbe  bearer  of  the 
letter,  which  he  had  received  at  Kovno.  llie 
three  viutors  were  now  shewn  into  anotbei^ 
apartment  adorned  with  valuable  paintings. 

Round  a  cheerful  fire,  that  was  shedding  a 
doubtful  light,  which  appeared  to  be  struggling 
with  the  dulness  of  the  declining  winter's  day, 
sereral  young  females,  elegantly  attired,  were 
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variously  grouped.  Some  were  holding  m  th«r 
bands  pieces  of  needle  voik,  interrupted  by  tbe 
twilight's  approach,  some  were  absorbed  in 
tinragbtfulnesa  over  the  chess-board,  others  were 
cooverdng  with  a  female  more  advanced  in 
yean,  who  seemed  the  presiding  divinity  over 
this  galaxy  of  the  &ir  sex,  that  formed  a  portion 
of  the  rednufl  of  the  Lithuanian  Princess.  When 
the  Colonel  and  his  relativea  entered,  they  all 
arose  from  their  seats,  and  chain  were  imme* 
diately  handedto  the  three  vinton.  The  forced 
convenatioo,  usual  on  a  first  visit,  had  bu(  just 
commenced,  and  time  had  been  scarcely  aUowed 
to  these  youthful  beauties,  for  snatching  a  few 
basty  glances,  now  at  tbe  lovely  features  of 
Mary,  nowat  the  blue-eyes,  light  hair,  and  ruddy 
cheeks  of  Caaimir,  iriien  Hie  grand  chamberlain 
arrived  in  breathless  haste,  and  offering  his  arm 
to  Mary,  thus  expressed  himself  to  the  Colonel 
and  his  son.  "  Her  Hi^mess,  the  very  honour- 
able Princess  awaits  your  presence." 

Ihe     grand     chamberlain    escorted    them 
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throng  another  apartment,  to  a  door,  which  was 
thrown  opeo  by  apage,  who  announced:  '*lMdy. 
Mary  Barton,  Colonei  Joaeph  Vawmcx,  StaroM 
of  PilTisiki,  and  his  son." 

In  a  beantiful  apartment,  that  far  outshone 
the  o^era  in  magnificence,  having  its  walls  and 
ceiling  huog  with  the  moat  costly  ailk,  in  which 
the  soft,  pure,  and  fragrant  atmosphere  was 
maintained  in  anehanging  fireahness,  in  whidi 
oriental  grandeur  was  wedded  to  the  simple 
elegance  and  neatness  of  English  decoration, 
near  a  bright  fire,  before  a  stoall  ebony  table, 
illamined  by  lofty  wax  candles  in  girandoles  of 
masffive  gold,  the  illustrious  -princess  Sophia 
Radsiwill  was  seated  upon  a  s^dendid  sofa,  con- 
verung  with  a  young  lady  and  an  ecclesias^, 
whose  exqoisite  toilet  was  a  Uttle  out  of  character 
with  derical  umplicity. 

At  the  feet  of  die  Princen  upon  a  handsome 
eut^on,  covered  with  cacbemere  fringed  with 
nlk,  lay  a  handsome  little  spaniel. 

The  Pnncess  rose,  and  was  about  to  advance 
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towArdi  Mary,  wheo  the  Colonel  outicipftted 
ber  by  introdaciiig  to  her  hia  nieoe  and  lop,  to 
whom  she  gave  the  most  Battering  and  kind 
reception, 

Mvy  ftnd  ber  unda  were  not  a  little  sarpriBed 
at  befaoldiBg  in  the  pemm  of  the  ecdeaiastlc,  the 
worthy  canoD,  their  old  and  intimate  friend. 

His  countenance  lighted  itp  with  joy  at  seeing 
them  ;  yet  in  the  presence  of  the  exalted  per* 
80nage»  whose  society  he  was  enjoying,  he  was 
tw  from  allowing  himself  the  same  freedom 
which  he  had  been  accustomed  to  manifest  at 
Rardan ;  and,  despite  bis  jovial  disposition,  ha 
affected  great  modesty  and  reserve. 

The  I^cess,  who  contemplated  the  beautiful 
cooDtenance  of  Mary  with  visible  pleasure,  said 
to  her  with  a  smile :  "  It  seems  that  we  are  old 
aequaintances." 

**  Yes,  your  hi^meas,"  replied  Mary,  "  I  had 
noourse  to  your  protectbn  at  the  fair  of  Kovno  ; 
— when  I  was  coming  out  of  church,  you  kindly 
deigned  to  take  me  by  the  hand ;  that  ffadous  act 
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of  condeaeeDitoii  and  goodDeaa  IfM  retDahwd 
deeply  imprened  upon  my  mind,  yttt  it  ii  but 
DOW  that  I  meet  with  an  opportoidty  t^mx^tm- 
ing  mj  gratitude." 

"My  dear  Miss  Maiy,  no  oompUmeDtal— 
what  I  ^  for  you,  I  would  have  d<»ie  for  vaj 
other  penon  similarly  otuated.  Speak  not  of 
gratitude ;  in  that  respect  I  am  indebted  to  your 
nnde  for  giving  me  the  pleanife  of  having  under 
my  roof  the  daughter  of  die  gonennu  Barton." 

After  a  short  lapse  of  time,  the  Princsn  rang 
the  bell ;  in  an  instant  one  of  her  waiting 
muds  aud  a  page  entered  the  room  nearly  at 
the  same  moment. 

"  Where  have  you  put  the  ladies'  maid  ?"  said 
the  Princess  to  the  former. 

•t  In  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  maids  <^  honoar." 

"Is  the  room  between  the  library  and  my 
aleefang  apartment  yet  ready  ?" 

**  Not  yet,  your  highneat !  but  it  will  be  ready 
in  an  hour." 

«  Ordeyt  to  be  prepared  very  speedily ;  and 
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tell  the  Steward  to  appropriate  Bome  attentiTe 
Taleta  and  two  intelligent  female  BerraDta  to 
the  aole  serrice  of  Miaa  Mary,  who  ihall  be 
henceforth  my  nearest  neighbour, — but  rtop,—! 
will  go  and  look  to  it  myself." 

iSarj  entered  into  conTersation  with  the  other 
lady,  wlule  her  uncle  took  the  Canon  into  the 
abutment  of  the  window. 

"  I  find  yon  in  the  vortex  of  fashionable  life>" 
lud  the  Colonel. 

**  By  the  rood  I  if  I  had  not  u^nt  bnuneu 
to  uttle  at  the  court  of  Prince  Radziwill  as  well 
Bi  at  that  of  our  sovereign,  I  should  be  better 
pleased  with  quaffing  a  bottle  of  good  wine  in 
your  castle,  or  a  delidous  flask  of  mead  with  the 
good  PutTament  than  with  gadding  about  firom 
one  town  to  another." 

"  Yon  have  not  then  realised  your 
wiihes  1" 

"  Unfortunately  not,  my  dear  Cokmel ;  I 
have  several  timei    recwved    congratulations, 
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several  timei  hare  my  frieodt  passed  iheiry 
evenings  to  cfllebmte  my  preferment,  yet  I  am 
still  a  Canon  instead  of  being  a  Bi^op.  I  hope 
however  tikat  the  patronage  of  Don  Mendosa, 
the  Spanish  Ambassador,  onited  to  that  of  our 
kind-hearted  princen,  will  this  year  pat  an  end 
to  my  disquietude  ?  You  must  know  that  this 
Mendoza  is  a  good  and  worthy  personage ;  he  i* 
on  terms  of  friendship  wHh  the  Pope ;  he  is  blU 
powerful  at  our  Court,  for  the  Iting  and  be  art 
hand  and  glove. — Yesterday  he  aent  me  half  a 
dozen  of  Malaga. — By  the  sunts !  I  conld  nevef 
have  believed  that  this  wine  equals  and  perhapl 
even  surpaBses  the  Hungarian :  '  Live  and  learn' 
is  an  old  saying  and  a  tme  one. — I  hope,"  coit^ 
tinued  the  Canop ;  "  you  will  do  me  the  favour 
to  accept  two  bottles  out  of  Uie  six,  and  that 
you .  win  not  refuse  to  crack  a  third  one  with 
me." 

"  It  seems  that  the  qnalities  of  wines  will 
never  c«a0e  to  engage  your  attention.— I  wilt 
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jabtt  itillibf^y  accept  joar  two  bottles,  my  dear 
Canon ;  but  I  am  under  the  necosuty  of  refuBing' 
your  iDvilatioD,  as  I  intend  this  very  evaning 
to  set  out  for  Ravdan ; — but,  now  I  tbink  of  it, 
bow  long  do  you  reckon  upon  staying  at  Wilna  X" 

*'TiU  Easter !"  replied  the  Canon;  "and 
peibaps  longer, — my  stay  will  depend  upon  cir* 
cumstances." 

"  "lis  well,  Mary  will  not  be  sorry  to  hear 
this." 

**  By  the  Holy  Mother  I  she  Is  the  moat 
beautiful,  the  best  girl  in  all  Poland.  You 
have  done  admirably  in  bringing  her  to  pass  a 
few  months  with  the  inestimable  princess. — It 
was  an  excellent  idea ;  nothing  conld  be  more 
reaaonable  or  more  useiiiL — Her  highness,  who 
seems  to  hare  been  sent  by  heaven  into  this 
world  for  tbe  sole  purpose  of  alleviating  misfor- 
tune, and  spreatUng  joy  and  happiness  around 
her,  will  lose  no  opportunity  of  procuring  her 
every  innocent  amusement,  and  may  perhaps 
introduce  her  to  a  husband  worthy  of  her." 
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"  It  is  too  late  for  that ;  ber  heart  is  tSreaAf 


"  Truly  I  poor  htmbkin,  and  upon  wliom  have 
ber  aS^iom  falleo  T' 

"  Upon  a  gentleman  bat  little  known,  who 
appears  however  a  man  of  high  honour,  and  to 
whom  I  am  under  great  obligations." 

"  Ah  I  yea,  I  have  heard  of  that" 

At  this  moment  the  Princesa  returned  whh 
her  little  spaniel  running  before  ber.  The  two 
interlocutors  relumed  their  seats,  and  Mary, 
who  coaM  not  suffidently  admire  the  little 
favourite,  caressed  and  invited  it  to  come  to  her ; 
obedient  to  ber  invitation,  it  came  and  jumped 
upon  her  ]ap. 

"  Are  you  fond  of  dogs  ?'  said  the  Prineeaa. 

«  Very  fond,"  replied  Mary, 

"  You  are,  no  doubt,  a  universal  lavourite 
with  dumb  creatures,  for  that  little  animal 
seldom  evinces  the  least  amiability  to  strangers. 
For   my  port,  I  am  disposed  to  beUave  that 
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do{^  hare  an  mtuilJTe  knowledge  of  the  kind- 
hearted." 

Ttv  Colonel  and  his  son  soon  rose  to  take 

their  departure. 

"Butyoaare  not  yet  going, uncle?"  cried  Mary. 

'*  I  intend  to  set  out  inunediately,  for  you  are 

aware^  my  dear  niece,  that  I  ought  to  have  been 

at  Ravdan  long  ago." 

Mary  then  threw  herself  into  the  arms  of  the 
StBtoBt,  with  deep  emotion. 

"  Come,  cheer  up,  my  dear  Mary,  we  shall 
see  each  other  again  very  sooni— Witna  is  cot 
at  the  world's  end ;  you  cannot  be  sorrowful  in 
the  diarming  society  in  which  1  leave  you." 

Vasovicz  and  Casimir  now  took  leave  of  the 
Princess,  and  having  embraced  Mary,  stepped 
into  their  carriage  and  drove  oiL 

The  clouds  of  regret  gathered  darkly  on  tin 
brow  of.  Mary ;  the  Princess,  touched  by  het 
■adnesi,  took  her  by  the  hand  and  said  to  her 
in  a  taoe  of  reproach,  <*  In  your  regret  for  your 
uncle,  have  you  lost  all  tboiif^t  of  me  ?" 
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She  then  pressed  hsr  to  her  bosom  and 
solaced  her  with  so  much  warmth  of  feeliog,  that 
Mary  could  not  help  viewing  her  as  a  tnie  and 
UDcere  friend. 

Wheo  all  Ae  visitors  had  retired,  the  Frincess 
accompanied  her  to  the  apartments  which  had 
been  prepared  for  her. 

The  gay  and  novel  scenes  of  elevated  life,  and 
above  all  the  tinceasing  kindness  of  the  Princess 
banished  in  a  little  timOi  from  the  mind  of  Mary, 
the  gloomy  abstractedness  into  which  her 
uncle's  departure  had  thrown  her;  tlie  roses 
once  more  bloomed  upon  her  cheeks.  She  was 
invariably  present  at  the  soirees,  parties,  and  balls 
given  by  the  Princess ;  the  failed  not  to  become 
the  object  and  theme  of  general  admiration. 
Reading  and  refined  society  enriched  her  mind 
with  stores  of  knowledge,  while  they  gave  a  new 
charm  to  her  mannen,  which  were  natonlly 
jgracefut. 

The  image  of  Kraiewaki  was  too  daejdy  en- 
graven npon  her  msBiory  to  be  effiwwd  by  guel; 
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and  pleasure,  her  walk  nith  him  on  tbe  mai;pn 
of  tbe  lake,  her  recent  tour  ia  hb  coiapanj  fn- 
quently  recurred  to  her  thoughts,  or  were  re- 
traced in  her  dreuna. 

At  a  grand  ball  given  bj  Count  James 
Potoclu,  Palatine  of  Bra^lay,  Grand  Martial 
of  tbe  Crown,  and  tbe  King's  fitTourite,  Mary 
sbone  forth  as  the  star  of  the  evening :  a  portion 
of  the  gay  assemblage  occauoaally  grouped 
-around  her ;  oU  seemed  to  vie  wiUi  each  other 
in  shewing  her  every  attention,  and  in  giving 
her  every  token  of  homage  and  respect 

It  was  remarked  that  amongst  several  otfaen, 
the  Spanish  Ambassador  was  smitten  with  her 
channs,  His  eyes  were  constantly  rivetted  upon 
her ;  be  danced,  or  conversed  with  her  alon*. 

In  tfke  beginning  of  the  month  of  February, 
tbe  Princess  observing  th^  the  weather  was 
Sne,  the  cold  moderate,  and  that  the  ground 
was  covered  with  snow,  determined  upon  making 
an  excursion  into  tbe  country  with  numerous 
personages,  whom  she  invited  to  aecmnpany 
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her.  It  was  near  four  o'clock  io  the  aftenioon, 
when  arrayed  in  «  dress  trimmed  with  the  fur 
of  blue  foxes,*  she  took  her  seat  together  with 
Mary,  who  was  similarly  attired  is  a  spleodid 
dedge  of  ebony  wood,  lined  in  the  interior  with 
enoine,  decorated  externally  with  large  plates 
of  silver,  and  drawn  by  tall  Persian  horses,  with 
housings  of  tiger  skins,  to  which  were  attached 
several  rows  of  small  bells. 

There  is  nothing  more  delighHul  than  travel- 
ling in  sledges,  which  glide  over  the  broad  sheets 
of  dazzling  whiteness  with  the  most  agreeable 
uniformity  and  easiness  of  movement.  Hiis 
mode  of  travelling  has  indeed  been  hononred 
in  tlie  north  with  the  ejathet  of  angelic  {anwUlai 

Hie  car  of  the  Princess,  followed  by  others 
equally  msfinifident,  skimmed  along  over  the 


The  Iwuses  and  spires  of  Wilna  soon  receded  . 

I 

*  Tha  MS  otter  fur,  uid  tbe  bloa  toxtt  tar,  trc  the  dwtlt  i 

In  tha  wcrldi 
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from  view.'  It  was  a  clear  froMy  afternoon,  the 
air  was  exquintely  transparent  and  keen,  com- 
municating to  the  loTcly  cheeks  of  the  fair 
travellets  a  lovelier  hue.  After  having  tra- 
versed dale  and  plain,  bs  if  impelled  by  magic, 
over  the  pure  and  spangling  mantle,  in  which  J 
all  nature  appeared  enveloped,  they  struck 
obliquely  across  the  side  of  a  mountain,  and 
thence  into  a  large  forest 

Tiie  setting  siin  was  pouring  forth  a  ikwd  of 
gorgeous  crimson,  slightly  tinting  the  glittering 
atmosphere  with  the  prismatic  colours  refracted 
from  the  tiny  crystals  in  Nature's  icy  garb. 
Towards  the  northern  part  of  the  horizon,  several 
long  luminous  streaks  betokened  a  continuance 
itf  dear  and  intense  frost,  llie  feathery  flakes 
were  reposing  upon  the  trees,  fringing  with 
unsullied  white,  the  tall  tapering  forms  of  the 
stately  pines.  At  times  the  fox  was  descried 
upon  the  track,  snuffing  the  air  with  outatretched 
nostrils,  then  6ying  from  the  approaching 
sledges  with  the  speed  of  the  wind.     At  other 

VOL.   II.  tf 
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times,  the  black-codc  was  seen  to  aligbt  apon 
the  sDow-capped  branches,  bestiDg  off  the  fine 
icy  powder  that  wis  qtUTering  upon  them,  while 
the  last  beams  of  the  ranking  orb  were  reflected 
firom  the  jetty  lustre  of  his  plumage. 
*  Summer  is  not  the  only  season  that  procures 
delight;  in  Poland,  where  the  seasons  are 
strongly  characterised,  the  winter,  although 
severe,  is  not  perpetual,  and  it  affords  numerous 
enjoyments,  with  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
south  are  utterly  unacquainted.  Rich  verdure 
and  limpid  streamlets  meandering  through' the 
dells,  are  never  bo  agree^le  to  the  eye,  as  when 
they  disappear  all  at  once,  and  again  suddenly 
come  into  view ;  so  the  varieties  of  the  year 
have  each  its  peculiar  diarm,  yet  never  perhaps 
is  nature  arrayed  in  such  magtuflcence  as  in 
winter:  yon  lakes,  with  those  dark  lustrous 
intervals,  where  the  wind  has  swept  off  the  pure 
carpet  of  transcendent  white ;  those  rivers,  those 
torrents,  apparently  arrested  in  their  course, 
with  thor  wateis  rushing  on  beneath  the  solid 
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[datfonn,  whicb  nature  has  thrown  over  their 
broad  bosoms ;  those  water-falls  frozen  ia  mid- 
eareer  with  their  beauteous  pillars  and  columm ; 
those  aurors-borealea  with  their  laminous  coru»- 
cations,  inspiring  that  melaacholy  and  sublime 
poetr;  of  northern  bards,  which  towers  above 
all  other  poetry,  as  the  eagle  soars  above  the 
feathered  subjects  of  his  boundless  realm. 

After  the  sledges  had  moved  rapidly  along 
for  the  space  of  an  hour  or  two,  they  stopped 
before  a  tdde-door  in  the  splendid  palace  of 
Verici,  belonging  to  the  Princess.  She  alighted 
with  her  fair  companion,  and,  passing  through 
long  passages,  entered  an  elegant  saloon,  in 
which  Mary  was  surprised  to  find  a  numerous 
and  fashionable  assemblage,  and  amongst  them 
the  Spanish  Ambassador,  Don  Mendoza. 

About  ten  o'clock,  at  a  given  signal,  the  band 
began  to  play,  and  twelve  maids  of  honour, 
dressed  in  the  English  costume,  advanced  to- 
wards Mary  in  succession,  and  addressed  her  in 
tbe  langoage  of  compliment  and  congratulation. 
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Th«  entertMnment  had  been  previously  arranged 
hj  the  Princess  to  give  the  beauteous  native  of 
England  an  agreeable  surprise.  The  evening 
was  devoted  to  a  variety  of  amusements,  in 
which  Mary  participated  with  a  feeling  of 
grateful  delight  at  the  gracious  attention  shewn 
her  by  her  protectress.  On  the  following  day, 
nearly  all  the  company  returned  to  Wilna.  The 
Princess  remuned  a  day  longer,  and  persisted, 
notwithstanding  the  strongest  remonstrances,  in 
returning  with  Mary  in  her  own  sledge,  unac- 
companied by  any  other,  along  a  track,  which, 
though  it  was  shorter,  was  much  less  frequented. 
She  accordingly  set  out  on  the  morrow,  a 
little  before  midnight.  Hie  sledge  flew  over 
the  smooth  white  surface  of  the  frozen  element, 
and  they  had  already  proceeded  a  considerable 
distance,  when  they  skimmed  by  the  Vilia,  with 
its  serpentine  course,  still  traceable  amid  the 
vast  iKxUes  of  snow,  vjtb  which  the  ground  was 
covered.  This  little  river  pursued  ite  winding 
way  through  a  broad  valley  fiaoked  on  one  sids 
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by  dense  mosses  of  brushwood,  and  skirted  on 
the  other,  bj  lofty  mountains  capped  with 
forests.  Hie  Princess,  whose  natural  elasticity 
of  spirits  was  enhanced  by  the  pure  eshilamtiDg 
^r,  was  cbarmsd  at  beholding  the  snow-clad 
foliage,  aod  pointed  out  to  Mary  the  mountain 
pines  in  the  distant  landscape,  "floating  in 
ligiit  drapery"  by  them,  like  el&n  forms. 
'  It  was  an  hour  after  midnight ;  the  resplen- 
dent moon  of  Lithuania  had  glided  through 
more  than  half  the  azure  vault  of  the  sky,  and 
her  rays  united  with  those  of  the  twinkling  stars, 
reflected  from  the  countless  crystals,  resembled 
meteoric  flashes  undulating  from  polished  silver, 
or  jewels  scattered  over  the  bosom  of  the  earth. 
The  admiration  of  the  fair  travellers  was  at- 
tracted by  the  dazzling  lustre  and  magnificence 
■of  the  scene,  and  the  following  singular  Polish 
proverb  forced  itself  upon  their  thoughts;  "the 
flight  is  so  fine,  the  moon  is  so  bright,  that  one 
might  carry  off  another  man's  wife." 

They  were  now  within  eleven  English  miles 
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ofWilna;  the  brilliant  scenery  was  steeped  in 
loTelinesB  and  repose,  save  that  at  times  the 
distant  hark  of  the  watch-dogs,  repeated  by  the 
dying  echos  in  the  distant  forert,  was  floated 
through  the  mlvery  otmoBphera. 

Mary  descried  ^  away  a  sable  band  of  fleet- 
ing forms  that  became  on  a  sudden  mottoQless ; 
and  pcnnted  them  out  to  the  Princess,  who  had 
scarcely  time  for  a  moment's  obaeiration,  when 
the  horses  began  to  rear  and  the  sledge  stopped, 
as  if  nailed  to  the  spot. 

"  What  can  it  be  ?'  sud  the  coachman  to  the 
alarmed  Princess;  be  then  made  a  sign  for  them 
to  Iteep  ulent,  and,  as  be  directed  his  finger  to 
thedaric  objects,  wbispered :  "if  they  are  men,  at 
such  an  hour  and  in  such  a  situation,  they  can 
mean  no  good ;  yet  as  we  have  excellent  hones, 
by  turning  back  and  proceeding  at  full  speed, 
we  can  certainly  be  Tery  soon  out  of  danger; 
but  if  they  are  wolves,  there  is  equal  risk  in  re- 
turning and  advancing;  as  the  baying  of  the 
dogs  announced  the  approach  of  wolves,  and 
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as  thoee  dusky  shapea  have  rather  an  oblong 
than  a  tall  appeaiaaee»  I  should  take  them  to  be 
wolves." 

"  Wdves !  bearen  have  mercy  upon  us  !^ 
(gacolated  the  Princess,  tnrnbig  pale  vith 
honor. 

Scarcely  bad  these  ead  ejaculations  escaped 
her  lips,  when  several  pa^  of  wolves  in  neaiiy 
every  direction  around,  sent  forth  terrific  bowl- 
ings, which  were  answered  by  the  long  deep 
cries  of  the  dogs  that  gave  warning  of  their 
q>proach. 

In  a  nunnent  the  gaunt  forms  of  the  sanguin- 
aiy  brotherhood  were  darkly  relieved  agunstthe 
unsullied  snow. 

"  Let  us  fly,  let  us  escape,  in  Heaven's  name  I" 
exclaimed  the  Princess,  as  she  clung  in  dismay 
to  Mary,  who  was  trembling  and  pale  as 
death. 

■(It  is  impossible  r*  cried  the  driver ;  "there 
are  still  greater  numbers  of  ihem  behind  us ; 
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besides  the  horses  would  take  the  bit  in  their 
teeth,  and  we  should  to  a  certainty  perish." 

They  remuned  on  the  same  spot  silent  and 
horrified.  I  n  a  moment  the  wolves  might  bound 
upon  them  and  tear  them  to  pieces.  The  two 
ladies  were  in  an  agony  of  fear,  and  terror  shook 
ihe  firame  of  the  driver.  Not  a  sound  was  heard 
save  the  footfalls  of  the  savage  marauderB  stalk- 
■ing  over  the  frozen  and  crackling  snow. 

The  moon  was  slummering  through  the  pines 
in  their  livery  of  white,  and  a  few  stars  in  their 
oblique  descent  were  smiling  a  farewell,  ere 
they  sank  below  the  snow-boiinded  limit  of  the 
vision ;  already  a  few  stragglers  in  advance  of 
the  serried  Hies  of  the  ferocious  monsters  were 
but  a  few  steps  distant ;  dea^  appeared  inevi- 
table. 

»<  God  of  mercy,  take  pity  upon  us !"  exclaimed 
the  Princess  and  her  companion,  wringing  Aeir 
hands  and  imploring  the  asustance  of  Heaven 
with  fervent  prayers. 
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AU  the  packs  of  wolves  came  nearer  and 
hearer,  while  some  wheeled  off  from  the  wings 
of  the  advancing  host,  with  their  red  flaming 
eye-balls  flashing  vividly,  and  snap{Hng  together 
their  long  white  terrific  Fangs.  The  coachman, 
who  was  a  man  of  great  bodily  strength,  and 
still  preserved  a  presence  of  mind  unequalled, 
could  with  difHculty  bold  in  the  horses. 

The  courage  of  men— of  warriors— sometimes 
^ves  way  when  death  hovers  over  their  heads; 
what  then  must  be  the  feelings  of  tender  females 
trembling  to  become  the  momentary  prey  of 
ravenous  wolves  ? 

The  nearest  wolf  now  came  creeping  stealthily 
to  the  sledge,  crouching  upon  its  belly,  and 
rolling  its  dilated  orbs  of  flame.  All  the  others 
instinctively  followed  its  example,  seeming  to 
await  the  determination  it  might  take.  Its  eyes 
glared  with  tenfold  ardour,  the  bristies  stood 
erect  upon  its  neck ;  it  rose,  elongating  its 
gaunt  and  bony  frame,  uplifting  and  protruding 
its  head  In  fearful  menace,  apparently  upon  the 
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very  point  of  springiDg  upon  ita  intended 
victims.  All  the  others  stood  forth  in  the  same 
appalling  attitude  as  the  fonner,  which  was  the 
she-wolf  that,  as  osoalt  headed  the  attack. 

"Oh!  holy  HeaTea!  oh  I  my  husband  1" — 
"Oh!  my  uncle!  StaniBtaas,  save  me !  M<;rcyl 
mercy  upon  us,  thoa  God  of  salTation!"  were  the 
heart-rending  accents  of  despair  which  broke  from 
the  pale  quivering  lips  of  the  Princess  and  her 
fellow-traveller ;  who,  shrinkli^  &om  the  sight 
of  the  horrors  that  awuted  them,  had  covered 
their  faces  with  thw  hands. 

The  critical  moment  had  now  arrived,  and 
nothing  short  of  a  miracle  seemed  able  to  save 
them. 

The  coachman  had  recoorse  to  a  final  expe- 
dient. He  pat  three  of  his  fingers  into  bis 
month  and  whistled  with  so  startling  an  eEfect, 
that  the  horses  began  to  plunge,  the  two  females 
shrieked  aw^y,  the  wolves  receded,  and  break- 
ing off  in  scattered  masses  on  each  side  of  the 
road,  agun  halted. 
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*'  We  are  safe,"  exclaimed  llie  driver,  "  I  hear 
niiiiierou&  aldglu  foUtfiriiig  us.  I  will  repeat 
ny  signal." — ^He  whistled  twice  more  in  suc- 
ceadon,  and  tbe  wcrfres  resiuned  their  retrograde 
movement. 

He  was  answered  by  two  signals  of  the  same 
nature,  and  the  tmmp  of  horses,  the  jingling  of 
bells,  and  the  vmces  of  men  became  more  and 
more  Satinet. 

Liberty  comes  not  more  welcome  to  a  captive 
doomed  to  die,  than  this  seasonable  succour  to 
the  Princess  and  Mary. 

The  coachman  was  not  deceived  in  his  ezpec- 
tatioD ;  the  wolves  continued  to  recede.  Several 
guD  shots  bore  through  the  still  night  air  the 
glad  announeemeot  of  assistance. 

In  tbe  rear,  a  file  of  sledges  filled  with  men, 
armed  at  all  points,  was  hastening  from  Verki, 
where  tbe  bowlings  of  wolves  had  been  heard 
in  the  direction  of  tbe  road  which  the  Princess 
had  taken ;  in  front,  the  numerous  visitors,  who 
had  proceeded  in  the  usual  road  -to  Wibia, 
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having  arrived  at  tbe  convei^nce  of  the  two 
roads,  had  heard  the  sigDal  of  dutress,  and 
were  advancing  at  full  speed.  Meudoza  was 
the  first  that  came  up  to  the  fair  travellers,  and 
he  pointed  to  several  wolves  that  had  just  been 
killed. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  haste  which  had 
been  made,  the  Princess  and  Mary  would  have 
infallibly  perished,  had  not  the  whistling  of  the 
driver  retarded  the  attack  of  the  famished  beasts, 
and  thus  allowed  time  for  succour  to  reach 
them. 

Tlie  Princess  and  the  fair  orphan,  still  tremb- 
ling, evinced  tbe  most  heart-felt  gratitude  for 
the  zeal  and  devoledness  of  their  friends,  llie 
former  liberally  rewarded  the  driver,  by  whose 
presence  of  mind  they  had  been  rescued  ^m 
impending  death,  and  having  tasted  the  Miits  of 
bitter  experience,  resolved  to  be  guided  for  the 
fiiture,  by  the  counsels  of  those  who  might  warn 
heragainstexposingherselftosucbdangers.  But 
the  best  of  tbe  fair  sex  have  often  their  little 
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caprices,  and  these  very  caprices  perfaapa  render 
them  still  dearer  to  us. 

The  whole  party  returned  together  to  Wilna, 
and  the  two  beautjful  tourists,  after  a  few  days' 
of  indisposition,  occasioned  by  the  eitreme  terror 
into  which  they  had  been  thrown,  gradually 
regained  their  health  and  spirits ;  but  tbe  scene 
of  horror  they  had  witnessed,  was  indelibly 
engraven  on  their  minds. 

*  Sm  note  on  Wilua,  uid  PriucewSluck'initrrltKe  tt  the 
end  of  the  TOl  nine. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

"  ^ekome,  jt  pIlUn  of  the  eharck, 
WhoM  praMnce  hoooart  onr  htUvltyi" 

BSBLLKX. 

TowABDB  the  concludon  of  pasdon  week, 
Mary,  while  sbiorbed  in  s  volume  of  intetue 
interest,  nu  startled  by  the  sudden  appeannM 
of  Jenny,  who  ran  into  the  room,  ezclaiming : 
"  An  eipreas,  an  express  from  Ravdan  I"  Mary 
desired  the  bearer  to  be  ushered  into  her 
presence,  nor  was  she  a  little  snrpriaed,  when 
Suski,  her  uncle's  steward  and  agent,  whom  we 
have  already  noticed,  came  into  the  room  at 
her  request. 

She  hastily  broke  open  the  letter,  which  he 
delivered  to  her,  and  was  gratified  to  learn  that 
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all  in  the  castle  were  in  good  health,  and  that 
her  uncle  was  highly  delighted  with  the  disdn- 
guiabed  interest,  which  the  PrinceM  continued 
to  manifest  towards  her,  and  that  he  purposed 
coming  to  see  her,  when  the  Easter  feetiTals 
were  tenninated. 

He  likewise  appeared  hig^y  pleased  with  the 
successful  d6but  of  his  niece  at  the  palace  of  the 
Princess. 

Mary  immediately  wrote  to  her  uncle  in  reply; 
and  amongst  a  host  of  questions  relative  to  the 
household  of  Ravdan,  she  inquired  of  Suski, 
what  had  become  of  the  negro  Mohed,  hoping 
after  the  manner  of  her  sex,  by  diphmatiting,  to 
bring  about  a  subject  which  was  dear  to  her 
heart.  Suski  replied  that  Afohed  was  in  good 
health,  and  would  perhaps  accompany  his  master 
to  the  war. 

"  He  war  I"  reiterated  Mary,  de^ly  moved^ 
«  has  then  tlie  peace  been  brc^en  ?" 

Here,  instead  of  giving  a  dirwt  reply  to  the 
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question,  Suski  shrugged  his  shoulders,  and 
poiuted  to  the  door  sayiog  in  a  vbi^wr  with  an 
air  of  mystery ; 

'*  PericuIosQid  est,  SiguoreUa,  partsra,  in  this 
manner  of  war !  Lachiate,  Miss :  Hush  at 
present !" 

"  But  explain  yourself  clearly,"  rejmned 
Mary,  "  with  whom  are  we  at  war?  With  the 
Russians  or  the  Turks  ?" 

*'  No,  Sigitoretta,  non  est  bene,  to  be  so  in- 
qaiutive.  We  are  at  war  neither  widi  Russia 
nor  Turkey." 

"  With  whom  then  are  faostililies  about  to 
commence  ?" 

"lo  non  so  bene.     They  speak " 

But  here  he  stopped  short. 

"  Suski,  I  can  well  dispense  with  these 
mystanes,"  said  Mary  vexed  by  impatience; 
"  put  me  no  longer  to  the  rack  of  conjecture, 
but  tell  me  in  what  quarters  preparations  for 
war  are  begun  ?" 
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"  Cum  Svedit,"  replied  Suski  in  an  under 
tone,  and  laying  hu  finger  upon  his  lips  to  en- 
join silence. 

"  "Diat  is  what  I  suspected,"  cried  Mary,  in 
consternation.  "  In  this  case,  perhaps  Casimir 
will  accept  a  commisuon  in  the  anny." 

"  Be  not  concerned,  Miss,  tny  young  master 
irill  not  go  and  seek  hostes  uselessly.  But  there 
is  another  that  will," 

«  Who  is  that  r 

"  The  captain,  vho  is  the  friend  of  our  &inily. 
The  same  who  faas  brought  back  from  the 
Ukraine  and  Wallachia,  a  great  number  of 
horses  for  the  corps  of  Chodkievicz ;  the  same,' 
in  short,  who  entrusted  me  with  the  care  of  a 
large  dog,  and  who  delivered  my  master  de 
magno  periculo." 

*■  Is  that  certain  T"  continued  Mary  with 
blanching  cheeks ;  "  Why  did  you  notbringthe 
dog  to  me  ?" 

Suski  withdrew  from  the  apartment  for  a 
moment  and  returned  with  the  dog,  who  ran 


c.y  Google 


162  TBB    POLEa    IN 

§trught  to  his  &ir  admirer,  felpii^and  ddpping 

'*  Medor,  my  dear  Medor !  do  you  know  me, 
then  ?"  and  she  laid  her  delicate  and  beautiAiIly 
roanded  fingers,  upon  the  head  of  the  noble 
creature. 

On  bearing  tb«  nmse  made  by  the  d(^,  the 
Princess  came  running  into  the  apertment,  but 
pereeiTing  the  huge  animal  she  started  bat^ 
with  afingbt  Mary  ran  towards  her  to  cahn 
her  feaarSf  and  having  introduced  Suski  to  her 
notice,  began  to  enlarge  upon  the  merits  and 
relate  the  history  of  Medor.  T\ie  Princess,  who 
was  fond  of  dogs,  eould'  not  suffidently  admire 
the  noble  craatnre,  of  whose  qoalities  ^e  had 
just  heard  the  eul<^i)m. 

When  she  was  informed  iriiat  Suski  bad 
reported  with  reEerenoe  to  the  war  with  Sweden 
she  appeared  greqtly  amazed,  and  asked  him 
from  what  source  he  had  derived  his  infor* 
mation. 

Suski  was  much  pnztled,  and  was  unable  to 
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reply ;  be  seemed  even  to  have  foigotten  sU  be 
mentJcmed  to  Maiy,  who  however  extorted  from 
him  all  he  knew.  The  Frincen  called  hertiie- 
woman,  and  ordered  her  to  fetch  a  letter  she 
had  recently  recdved  from  her  brotlier>iD>law, 
hi  which  he  announced  the  ratification  of  a 
truce  with  Sweden,  that  gave  the  fiureat  hopes 
ot  the  continuation  of  peace,  at  least  for  that 
year. 

"My  brother-in-law,"  she  observed,  "  has  the 
command  of  a  detachment  in  livonia,  my  bus* 
band  u  in  that  province  at  this  moment ;  we  are 
here  in  the  very  centre  of  the  royal  court,  and 
no  one  can  be  possessed  of  more  authentic  infor* 
mation  than  ourselves ;  consequently  our  inteU 
ligence  is  worthy  of  greater  credence." 

These  words  tmnquHUzed  Mary,  while  they 
gave  the  denial  to  the  reports  of  Suakk 

When  the  Princess  vas  retiring  &om  the 
iqxutment,  she,  by  chance,  let  fall  a  valuable 
ring,  set  with  a  splendid  diamond.  Suaki 
picked  it  up,  and  ofiered  it  to  her :  *'  -Keep  it,  nr, 
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the  consort  of  a  Radztnill  never  takes  back  what 
has  (alien  from  her  hand." 

Suaki  was  at  first  in  a  stupor  of  amazement: 
there  was  a  pause,  during  which  he  appeared  to 
doubt  the  reality  of  what  he  had  heard. 

"  Keep  it,"  reiterated  the  Princess.  Em- 
boldened b;  this  repetition,  he  bowed  his  bald 
bead,  humbling  himself  before  the  fair  donor, 
and  consigning  to  his  pocket  the  precious  gift. 

Mary  withdrew  in  company  with  the  Princess ; 
Jenny  returned  and,  fondling  the  dog,  ma>Ie  A 
thousand  inquiries  of  Suski. 

As  it  was  Easter  eve,'  several  of  the  aparfy 
inents  were  filled  with  long  rows  of  tables, 
covered  with  cloths  of  the  finest  Dutch  linen, 
upon  which  rose  majestically  numerous  lines  of 
cakes  in  the  form  of  towers  and  pyramids, 
garnished  mth  raisins,  and  decorated  with  con- 
fectionery of  every  kind,  shape,  and  colour. 

At  proper  intervals  the  motley  scene  was 
varied  with  boar-hams,  roasted  bear's  paws,  she^ 
in  the  plenitude  of  their  natural  dhnensions  and 
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moulded  from  batter,  with  eyes  of  emeraldg ; 
e^a  coloured  with  divers  hues  and  surrounded 
wiUi  ftowers  and  laurels ;  a  profuaioD  of  every 
spedes  of  game  met  with  in  Uthuanifi,  in  the 
midst  of  which  was  distinguished  a  coloesal  elk 
roasted  whole ;  with  its  feet  and  honis  gilded 
with  gold ;  the  diSerent  Tiands  were  of  the 
raiMt  and  most  exqainte  kind  that  luzory  could 
furnish  between  the  Oder  and  the  Dnieper,  be- 
tween the  Baltic  and  the  Black  Sea, — prepared 
by  two  maitres  d'hotel,  and  a  dozen  of  the  most 
practised  artists  of  the  kitchen.  Almost  all  the 
dishes,  even  thatwhich  contained  the  elk,  were 
of  massiTe  gold.  The  tables  were  edged  with  a 
breast-work  of  bottles  of  different  sizes,  filled 
with  the  most  luscious  ligwurs,  and  the  richest 
win^.  We  sbaU  not  be  forcing  a  simile,  if  we 
compare  these  towers,  these  pyramids  of  cakes, 
this  army  of  bottles  aud  glasses,  to  the  magic 
spectacle  presented  to  the  eye  from  a  very  lofty 
elevation  by  the  turrets,  the  steeples,  the 
churches  and  the  chimneys  of  some  mi^ty  ci^. 
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On  Easter  day,  at  the  eoDcloiion  of  the  mass, 
numerous  guests,  after  ao  interdtange  of  con- 
gmtulations,  were  accustomed  to  partake  of  this 
feast,  which  was  called  sriecone.  It  would  be  a 
nolation  of  the  holy  rites  of  the  Catholic  church 
to  touch  it  preriouB  to  the  appointed  time. 

Towanib  evening  two  Bishops,  accompanied 
by  four  Canons,  amongst  whom  the  one  with 
whom  the  reader  is  already  acquainted  was  not 
foi^tten,  and  twelve  priests  repaired  to  tho 
palace.  The^Frincese,leading  Mary  by  the  hand, 
preceded  by  her  cha[^n,  and  followed  by  her 
maids  of  honour,  diamberiiuns,  pages,  and  the 
various  functionariea  of  her  housebt^d,  opened 
the  door  with  her  own  band,  and  permitted  the 
eccleaastics  to  contemplate  the  battle  field,  in 
which  their  prowess  was  to  be  exerted.  They 
stationed  themselves  round  the  first  table.  The 
two  bishops,  after  a  short  pmyer,  and  ^gning 
themselves  with  the  cross,  in  whidt  they  were 
imitated  by  all  present,  sprinkled  holy  water 
over  all  the  tables. 
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After  this  ceremony  had  been  conqtleted,  and 
they  were  Id  the  act  of  retuing,  the  Frinceas 
placed  herself  ho  » to  oppose  their  progress,  and 
requested  them  to  do  her  the  honour,  of  coming 
on  the  fc^owiog  day  at  noon,  to  partake  of  the 
sviecone  with  faflr. 

Ihe  ecclesiastics  made  a  profound  obeisance, 
and  signified  their  assent  with  vistble  pleasure. 

After  their  departurst  the  Frincesa,  haring 
gireo  a  few  orders  relative  to  the  approaching 
solemnity,  retired  ntber  late  into  her  apartment 
and  was  enjoying  a  slight  repast  with  Mary ; 
when  a  loud  hubbub  of  rmees,  violent  objurga- 
tions,  and  a  hurried  morement  of  footsteps 
reached  her  ears.  She  desired  to  know  home- 
diately  the  cause  of  the  sudden  distucbanoe. 

*'  In  tenth,  I  am  unable  to  inibnn  you  High- 
ness," repHed  one  of  the  waiting  maids,  who 
first  presented  herself;  "but  I  think  that 
Jenny  the  English  woman'~" 

3ie  was  here  Interrupted  by  the  arriTal  of 
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the  chaplun  and  levsnl  females  of  the  hoiue- 
hold. 

"  What  is  the  matter?"  sud  the  Princess. 

All  the  femdra  looked  at  each  other  in  doubt 
whether  they  should  venture  to  speak  or  not. 
At  length  one  of  them  commenced  and  said  : 
'*  Jenny  1 — "  and  here  she  relapsed  into  silence. 

"  Go  oD,"  cried  the  Princess,  in  evident  im- 
patience ;  ' '  well,  what  of  Jenny  7" 

Whilst  Mary  was  not  less  amazed  than 
anxious,  the  Cb^lun  opened  the  budget  of  hia 


'  "  Permit  me,  illustrious  Princess,  to  explain 
the  insult  ofiered  to  our  holy  Catholic  religion 
by  the  English  female  servant.  Having  no  re- 
gard to  our  hallowed  institutions,  she  entered 
Uie  long  hall)  and  there,  in  utter  contempt  of 
our  true  faith,  she  took  one  of  the  saAed  cakes, 
and  feared  not  to  give  it  to  a  large  dog.  This 
scandalous  act  of  deBocration  cannot  fail  to  dnw 
down  the  dUpleasure  of  heaven  upon  this  house. 
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When  the  cake  was  missing  and  the  sacrilegious 
purloiner  yet  undiscovered,  she  came  and 
Tiduntarily  avowed  that  she  had  taken  it.  As 
every  one  knows,  that  she  has  fimnd  the  happy 
path  that  leads  to  your  good  graces,  no  one  was 
found  ready  without  hesitation,  to  undertake  the 
duty  of  acquunting  you  with  the  truth,  but  as 
soon  as  this  abominable  heresy  was  made  known 
to  me,  I  shrunk  not  Irom  the  task  of  communi- 
cating the  fact  to  your  Highness." 

**Yon  have  acted  laudably,"  replied  the 
Princess,  "the  zeal  which  you  continue  to 
manifest  for  our  holy  catholic  worship,  does  but 
ailment  the  esteem  I  entertain  for  you.  Let 
Jenny  be  called  Mtbar  directly." 

"  With  respect  to  you,  good  father,  as  you  will- 
without  doubt  reconsecrate  the  place  which  has 
been  pro&nad,  and  as  you  will  assuredly  rise  at 
a  very  eariy  hour  to-morrow  morning,  I  wish 
you  a  good  evening ;  and  I  flatter  myself  I  shall 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  my  table  after 
the  pious  ceremonies.    Here,"  added  she«  "  is  a 

VOL.    II.  I 


c.y  Google 


170  THE  potss  iir 

pune  to  peiform  masses  for  appeanng  the  wtttb 
of  our  HtAj  SsTOur." 

<*  Yoa  are  a  goodly  lunb  in  the  fold  of  Chiist. 
Id  bia  dirine  mercy,  he  will  pardon  the  ottaace, 
which  has  been  committed  against  him  in  your 
house,"  said  the  chaplain,  "  but  take  the  money 
and  give  it  to  a  poorer  di^lain  than  I  am,  I 
will  mysdf  add  something  to  it." 

Jenny  soon  speared.  At  a  signal  given  by 
the  Princess,  all  retired  except  Mary. 

"  My  good  Jenny,  tell  me  candLdly,"  said 
the' Priooeaa  in  a  gentle  tone,  "all  that  yen  hare 
done." 

Jenny,  eneouraged  by  the  kindness  of  manner 
and  tone  evinced  by  the  Princess,  thus  expluned 
henelf. 

"  A  fine  ei^  had  been  pMOted  oat  as  mine. 
Tlie  huge  dog*  which  your  PGghoess  has  seen, 
was  fidlowing  me  every  where,  and  I  saw  by 
unequivooal  signs,  thai  he  was  hnn^.  i  at 
first  applied  to  one  of  the  cooks,  who  toM  me 
that  he  bad  DO  tinw,  and  that,  as  ChfiatlaDS 
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fasted,  die  di>g  aught  rery  well  bat  for  one  day. 
Haying  received  a  similar  reply,  to  a  second 
application  in  another  quarter,  and  seeing  that 
the  poor  animal,  that  did  his  part  in  saring  the 
life  of  my  master,  was  suffering  for  want  of 
food,  I  took  the  key  of  the  great  hall,  and 
gave  him  my  own  cake  and  no  other.  One  of 
the  female  serranta  by  chance  saw  me,  and 
made  a  talk  of  the  affiur  to  all  that  came  in 
her  way.  There  was  soon  a  busy  whispering 
aboat  me,  and  no  one  addressed  himself  to  me. 
The  steward  heard  what:  had  passed,  and  eii' 
joined  seeresy,  but  having  perceived  tbat  the 
matter  would  inEalUbty  be'  divulged,  he  sdt  aboiU 
scokliDg  a-paor  girl,  aldtough  he  well  knew  that 
it  was  I  who  was  guilty^  Moved  by  the  sortow' 
into  which  she  was  tbrowd,  and  hart  by'  the 
injustice  of  the  steward,  I  immediatdy  made'  a 
public  avowal  of  my  &alt.  All  then  began  to 
coodemD  and'  reproach  me,  for  not  having 
blushed  to  reveal  my  criminal  conduct,  instelKd 
of  brang  grateful  for  the  kind  intviUioD  of  die 
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steward  in  laying  the  blame  upon  anotber. 
The  chaplain  was  then  informed  of  what  bad 
taken  place,  and  hence  all  this  noise,  for  which 
I  humUy  implore  your  Highness  to  pardon 
me." 

The  Princess  repUed  with  a  smile,  "You 
have  not  committed  a  bult,  child,  but  only  a 
little  overught,  which,  however,  proves  yoat 
justice,  and  the  kindness  of  your  disposition. 
You  would  not  hare  acted  with  impropriety,  if 
you  had  first  imparted  your  intention  to  your 
mistress.  We  liare  sufficient  reasonableness. to 
separate  true  religion  from  prejudice,  which 
cannot  but  be  greatly  injurious  to  it.  Now,  as 
you  are  a  little  acquainted  with  oar  cnstonn, 
which  are  respected  without  difficulty,  I  hope 
nothing  of  the  kind  will  again  happen.  You 
enjoy  my  good  opinion  equally  as  before,  and 
I  am  rather  pleased  than  not  with  this  mishi^, 
as  it  affmds  me  an  opportumty  of  c^ecUng 
serious  abuses." 

The  Princess  rang  the  bell,  the  page  on 
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atteodBDca  cBmfl  to  recetvfl  her  orders.  "  Call 
hither  the  chief  steward." 

Id  a  few  minutes  he  stepped  into  the  apart- 
ment. 

"  I  ordered  you  jeaterday,  sir,  to  take  the 
greatest  care  of  the  dog,  that  came  with'  the 
servants  of  Lady  Mary,"  said  &9  Princess,  raising 
her  vcHce. 

"  But  I  recommended  one  of  the  cooks  to  pay 
particular  attention  to  him." 

"  No  butg,  sir,  the  dog  has  had  nothing  to 
eat.  You  should  have  been  more  obedient  to 
my  injunctions,  and  tlien  this  disturbance,  to 
which  I  am  but  little  accustomed,  would  have . 
been  prevented.  Send  lutfaer  Suski  with  the 
do^  and  the  young  girl  that  was  unjustly 
accused ;  bring  uie  a  cake,  which  forms  no  part 
of  the  ivi^cone,  and  a  bottle  of  the  best  wine.'* 

The  steward  went  to  execute  these  orders, 
and  returned  in  a  few  minutes  followed  by 
Suski,  Mucha  with  the  dog,  the  young  girl, 
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and  two  lervaata  bringiag  Uu  cake  and  the 
wine. 

"  Are  you  well  attended  to  1  have  you  every 
thing  you  wish,  both  yon  and  your  servants  T' 
said  the  Princeu  to  Suski. 

"  In  every  respect,"  readied  Sn^  bowing 
almost  to  the  floor. 

"You  do  not,  peihaps,  dare  to  avow  the 
truth ;  but  it  will  not  fail  to  shew  itself,  like 
<nl  upon  water." 

"  The  orders  of  your  Highness  have  been 
most  punctually  obeyed  with  r^ard  to  myself 
and  those  with  me." 

Here  a  ray  of  self-satis&ction  lighted  tqi  the 
GOUBtenance  of  the  steward. 

"  And  you,  my  giri,  what  have  you  been  dcnng 
to-day?" 

The  young  girl  telated  the  story  of  the  cake ; 
and  her  statement  cinncided  in  every  particular 
wiUi  that  (^  Jenny. 

"  Very  well,"   said  the  Princess,  good  hu- 
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nouredlj ;  "  Yei,  child,  I  know  you  are  innocent. 
To  morrow  I  will  attach  you  to  my  private 
suite." 

TIm  young  girl  Idsted  the  hand  of  the 
Princeu,  with  the  warmest  gratitaiie,  and  re- 
ceiTed  some  trifling  presents  from  her  noble 
Mistress  and  Maiy. 

"  Xpw,  said  die  Prinoess,  it  remaios  only  to 
question  the  dog ;  "are  you  hungry,  Medor?" 
and  at  the  same  time  Ae  direw  him  the  cake, 
which  he  devoured  in  'a  moment.  '*  Oh,  poor 
deature ;''  cried  she,  *'  bow  hungry  he  is  !  you 
tee,  nr,  how  well  you  have  complied  with  my 
request.  My  husband  will  return  in  a  few  days, 
and  he  shall  know  all." 

At  these  words  the  major*domo  turned  pale,. 
and  fell  at'ba  feet  to  entreat  foif  iveness. 

"  Rise,  sir,"  replied  the  Princess,  affecting 
a  haughty  air,  "  I  do  not  like.these  humiliations." 
She  had  scarcely  uttered  these  words,  and  the 
steward  had  risen  with  a  dejected  mien,  when  the 
how  of  midmght  was  sounded  upon  the  bnuen 
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tongue  of  time.  Suddenl;  the  thunder  of 
canaoDs,  the  crash  of  musketry,  and  the  chime 
of  beUs  burst  through  the  stiUness  of  the  night  • 
the  drams  beat;  the  organ  and  the  swell  of  baman 
vcnces  thook  the  vaulted  mat  (^  the  adjacent 
cb^tel. 

■'  Behold  the  announcement  of  the  resurrec- 
tion," sud  the  Princess.  **  Bring  me  a  portiou 
of  the  coDsecrated  food."  The  majoiMiomo 
hastened  to  obey  her  command.  The  Princess 
embraced  Mary,  and  shared  the  sacred  egg  with 
her,  then  with  all  present,  except  the  steward, 
who  stood  aloo^  daring  neither  to  advance  nor 
utter  a  single  word. 

The  Princess,  however,  percerring  by  a  sign 
made  by  Mary,  that  she  was  anxious  that  pardon 
should  be  extended  to  him,  beckoned  to  him  to 
approach. 

*'  It  is  a  sacred  festival ;  aAer  having  con- 
fessed, I  can  harbour  no  resentment,"  said  the 
Princess,  presenting  him  with  a  part  of  the 
egg,  and  giving  Urn  her  hand  to  ki^  as  a  pnmf 
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of  complete  recoDciliation :  "  I  am  willing  to 
overlook  all,  I  shall  not  mention  any  thing  of 
the  matter  to  my  husband,  but  for  the  future,  I 
hope,  «r,  you  will  not  force  me  to  remind  you 
of  your  duty." 

The  steward  made  a  thousand  protestaUons  of 
derotedness,  and  withdrew  heaping  blessings 
upon  the  kindness  of  the  Priacess,  who  was  so 
justly  idolized  by  ^1  the  Lithuanians. 

On  the  following  day,  the  Princess  on  her 
return  from  church,  and  attended  by  a  brilliant 
and  numerous  train,  entertained  more  than  three 
hundred  persons  at  the  Sviecone.  These  fes- 
tivak,  con^nuing  for  three  days,  and  for  which 
the  nobility  expended,  according  to  approximative 
calculations,  as  much  as  the  fifteenth  part  of  the 
revenue  for  the  whole  year,  were  celebrated  with 
all  the  ceremonial  and  pomp,  which  are  at 
present  preserved  in  the  whole  extent  of  the 
ancient  kingdom  of  Poland.  The  remains  of 
the  sviecone  can  be  seen  in  some  houses  in 
Poland,  as  late  as  several  weeks  after  Easter. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

"  The  king  comet  on  apice  1" 

BHAZSaPIABB. 

Sevssal  weeks  after  Eaater,  the  FrinceEs 
hsTingracfliTed  positive  intelligence  of  the  speedy 
ErriTal  of  her  consort  and  brother- in- lav,  resolved 
to  set  out  on  horse-back  to  meet  them  together 
mtb  Mary  and  a  maid  of  honour. 

In  the  afternoon  of  a  beautiful  day,  when  the 
summer  sun  in  the  unclouded  heaven  was 
pouting  forth  floods  of  light,  the  fair  equestrians 
mounted  their  palfreys,  decorated  with  magni- 
ficent hounngs.  The  chamberluns  and  pages, 
on  the  noblest  steeds,  formed  the  front  and  rear 
of  the  splendid  cavalcade. 
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There  is  no  costume  that  becomes  the  ftmale 
form  better,  than  a  dresa  of  blaok  silk  or  mtin, 
s  rich  and  handsome  pelisse  encircling  the  waist 
irith  the  nicest  exactness;  and  above  all»  than  an 
elegant  riding  habit.  The  most  beautiful 
females  need  not  disdain  these  personal  deco- 
rations tliat  lend  additional  grace  to 

"  ThoM  pMrlcf*  Ibnni 
Vhleh  loTB  and  sdmiratloii  Mnoot  view 
Without  a  bcatlpg  bean." 

Maiy  was  habited  in  an  amazone  of  the  finest 
cloth  of  sky-tinctured  blue,  buttoned  close  at 
the  neck  and  adorned. with  tresses,  fiinges,  and 
buttons  of  gold.  A  eolerette  of  exquisite  lace 
was  thrown  acron  her  shoulders,  her  beaver  of 
moderate  uze,  was  surmounted  by  a  waving 
plume  and  fastened  in  front  with  a  diamond 
clasp  of  dazzling  brilliancy. 

The  cavalcade  advanced  at  a  gentle  trot: 
Mary  in  converse  with  the  Princess,  at  times 
waved  her  light  and  beautiful  riding  whip  over 
the  arched  neck  of  the  stately  animal  on  which 
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■he  was  seated;  at  times  the  playful  zephyr 
moved  aside  her  veil  of  the  most  deUcate  ti»u« 
studded  with  tioy  spangles  of  gold,  and  left  her 
lovely  countenance  exposed  to  tlie  bnrtuDg 
kisses  of  the  sun.  The  Princess  acknowledged 
with  the  most  amiable  politeness  the  various 
greetings  with  which  she  was  honoured. 

On  leaving  the  city  they  met  two  couriers  who 
were  some  way  ahead  of  a  line  of  spleodid 
equipages  escorted  by  a  body  of  horsemen.  In 
a  few  minutes  the  suppressed  exclamations  of 
"  The  King !  the  King !"  were  variously  re- 
peated by  the  monnted  attendants  of  the 
Princess,  who  immediately  halted  together 
with  her  suite.  Mary  darted  an  eager  glance 
into  the  leading  caleche  and  observed  King 
Si^smund  between  the  palatine  Potocki  and 
his  brother.  His  Majesty  gradously  saluted 
the  different  personages,  and  appeared  to  con- 
template the  two  ladies  on  horseback  with  extra- 
ordinary earnestness,  for  he  even  rose  and  turned 
round  to  take  a  longer  view  of  them.      On 
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resuming  his  seat  he  entered  into  a  lively 
coDTflnation  with  the  two  gentlemea  in  his 
carrisge. 

In  the  second  caldche,  which  followed  that  of 
the  King,  was  the  Spanish  ambassador,  who 
gazed  upon  the  young  English  lady  with  mptu- 
rous  emotion,  and  bowed  repeatedly  to  the  fair 
equestrians. 

"  What  do  you  think  of  his  Majesty,  my  dear 
Mary,"  said  the  Princess. 

*'  I  was  not  able  to  see  him  very  distinctly, 
but  his  demeanour  appears  a  happy  mixture  of 
complacency  and  dignity.  Tliore  is  the  impress 
of  majesty  on  his  very  countenance." 

"t  did  not  know  that  I  had  a  friend,  who 
was  so  skillfiil  a  phyuognomist,  and  at  so  youth- 
ful an  age  too." 

Mary  replied  that  she  <Ud  not  place  much 
reliance  on  her  own  judgment,  but  that  she 
thought  she  might  express  her  opinion  without 
reserve  before  a  person,  whose  uninterrupted 
kindness  invited  nncerity. 


c.y  Google 


182  THE    POLBB    IH 

"  Ah  I  you  an  paying  compliments !  between 
two  fnends,  it  is  better  to  dispense  with  tbem. 
Must  I  become  ill-natured  then  to  avoid  dtem  ?" 

"  Suppose  what  you  coDuder  aa  a  compli- ' 
ment,  was  but  the  language  of  a  gr^eM  beait?" 

"  From  you  I  could  believe  any  thing,  even 
the  pruae  you  might  bestow  upon  me." 

At  this  moment^  a  horseman  came  galh^ 
ing  up,  and  stopped  before  the  Princess.  It 
was  one  of  the  King's  aides-de-camp.  **  His 
Miyesty,"  said  he,  addreaung  himself  to  the 
Princess,  "  has  sent  me  to  request  the  name  of 
the  young  lady  with  dark  hair,  and  blue  eyee, 
by  whom  your  Highness  is  accompanied.  He 
derires  to  be  informed  bow  long  she  has  had 
the  honour  of  b«ng  your  guest,  and  whether 
it  is  not  the  &ir  English  lady,  who  bos  been  the 
frequent  theme  of  conversation  since  your  peril- 
ous journey  from  Verki  to  WUna." 

'*  It  is  that  lady ; — it  is  Lady  Mary  Barton. — 
fie  so  Idnd  as  to  express  my  thanks  to  our  gra- 
cious sovereignfbr  his  distinguished  benevolence : 
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tell  him  that  the  chomung  young  female,  who 
has  been  honoured  with  his  royal  notice,  has 
been  my  guest  for  sevenl  mooths." 

Tlie  aide-de-camp  bowed,  and  hastened  to 
communicate  this  reply  to  the  Kng. 

Tlie  Princen  was  a  lady  of  the  moat  rirtaous 
character,  and  moat  ardently  attached  to  her 
consort ;  as  the  flattering  notice  of  royalty  was 
not  new  to  her,  she  looked  upon  this  event,  but 
as  a  common  occurrence;  while  it  was  soon 
forgotten  by  Mary,  whose  heart  was  not  disen- 
gaged, who  besides,  was  brought  up  in  reUre- 
ment,  and  was  altt^ther  exempt  from  every 
feding  of  vanity.  Yet  the  Princess  widt 
reference  to  her  fiur  pret(ff6,  was  charmed  by 
the  rencounter,  as  she  todt  the  greatest  interest 
in  the  success  of  her  young  friend,  eBpe<nalIy 
irtien  she  thought  it  might  lead  to  future 
splendour.  Had  such  as  adventure  happened 
to  some  of  the  bduonable  and  exalted  female 
personages,  that  flutter  in  the  gay  circles  of 
great  cities, — to  whom  the  smiles  of  a  monarch 
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would  be  irre«8tible,  it  would  have  engrossed 
their  every  thought : — die  glorious  phantasies 
of  hope  would  have  been  tittle  short  o£  reality 
to  their  heated  imaginations; — both  sleeinng 
and  awake,  in  their  dreamy  illusions,  they  would 
have  already  fascied  themselves  figuring  in  the 
regal  hall,  and  on  the  gorgeous  throne. 

After  a  long  ride,  the  Princess  returned  to 
Wilna  without  having  met  her  husband.  She 
had  no  sotmer  reguned  her  palace,  than  she 
reoeived  from  his  Majesty  an  autograph  misnve, 
inviting  her  and  Mary  to  a  grand  ball,  to  be 
given  by  the  Spanish  Ambassador,  in  the  course 
of  the  week  ensuing.  His  Majesty,  besides, 
requested  them  to  adorn  with  their  presence  the 
several  parties  at  which  he  himself  would 
appear.  Tlie  Princess  showed  the  letter  to 
Mary,  and  said  to  her,  "  What  think  you  of  that  ? 
It  seems  to  me  that  I  must  from  this  time  place 
myself  under  your  proUetion,  for  I  would 
venture  to  assert  that  I  am'  not  the  principal 
object  of  his  Majesty's  distinguished  politeness." 
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Mary  was  a  little  puzzled  to  reply;  the 
Princess  embraced  her,  remarking  with  an  air 
of  Batis&ction ;  "  Silence  gives  consent.  We  will 
go  then  to  this  ball."  And  she  immediately 
wrote  an  answer  to  that  effect 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

"  AtMch  gij  Inut  ud  joTOM  ball 
A  monarch'!  unitei  rewud  tlia  loTely  maid.'' 
Old  Put. 

Oh  the  morrow,  about  ooon,  a  military  band 
struck  up  a  martial  air.  Mary  wondered  what 
could  be  the  cause  of  ^is  unexpected  hannony, 
and,  having  run  to  the  window,  beheld  the  court- 
yard crowded  with  equipages  and  officers.  All 
the  pages  and  chamberlains  were  hurrying  to  and 
fro  with  unusual  actirity.  Jenny  flew  'into  the 
room  to  tell  her  mistress  that  Prince  Radsiml) 
had  just  arrived. 

The  Princess  was  at  that  time  engaged  in 
her  devotions  in  iJie  chapel  at  the  lower  part  of 
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the  gaiden  ;  and  Mary,  who  knew  how  dearly 
ahe  was  attached  to  her  consort,  hastened  to  be 
the  lust  to  oommunicate  the  joyful  tidings ;  but 
in  the  middle  of  the  garden,  the  Princess,  whom 
ahe  met,  instead  of  taking  her  accustomed  noUce 
of  her,  ^ided  by  with  the  speed  of  an  arrdw 
in  its  fli^t,  and  ran  to  throw  herself  into  the 
ftrnu  of  her  husband,  JanusE  Radziwill.  The 
IVincess  introduced  Mary  to  him. 

**  I  suspected  it  was  you,  Lady  Mary,"  said 
the  Prince ;  "  for  such  beautiful  eyes  are  rarely 
seen ;  and  I  observe  that  the  flowery  description 
of  your  charms  is  far  below  the  reality." 

A  lively  crimson  nuuitled  on  the  cheeks  of 
Mary.  The  Prince  drew  her  arm  through  his 
own,  and  offering  the  other  to  his  hi^py  spouse, 
entered  the  palace. 

The  return  of  the  Prince  diffused  general 
joy.  He  adored  the  Princess,  and,  in  his  delight 
at  beholding  her  again,  he  distributed  favours 
and  presents  with  unbounded  liberality.  Every 
countenance  wore  a  ttnile;   true  friends  and 
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false  quaffed  mdiscrimmatelf  the  epaiUing  cup 
of  felicity.  The  Princess,  desirous  of  celebrating 
the  sudden  arriral  of  her  consort,  who  had 
covered  himself  with  glory  in  LiTonia,  deter- 
mined opon  giving  a  grand  ball,  to  which  ahe 
intended  to  invite  His  Majesty  and  several  nobles 
of  distinction  at  court. 

On  the  following  morning,  tiie  prindpal 
noblemen  of  Uthuania  were  honoured  with  a 
reception  by  the  Prince,  whom-  they  had  come 
to  congratulate.  Count  Potocki,  the  palatine 
of  Braclav,  came  also  on  the  part  of  His  M^esty, 
who  requested  an  immediate  interview  with 
Prince  Radziwill  to  make  inquiries  lelatire  to 
the  army  of  the  north. 

Although  public  entertunments  had  been 
suspended  m  the  royal  palace,  as  His  Majesty 
was  still  afiected  by  the  deaUi  of  his  first  wife,* 
yet  he  was  pleased  to  admit  into  his  society  the 
son  of  the  Grand  Constable  with  his  spouse,  and 

*  WhoM  atitsr,  Conttaoee,  Arch-Ducheu  of  AuttriB,  he 
■faorU;  after  eipoiued. 
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Lady  Mary  Barton,  as  well  as  the  various  am- 
bassadon,  a  few  ladies,  and  aereial  noblemen, 
who  were  faoaoured  with  his  aogust  favmr. 
.  In  the  eveiuDg,  about  mght  o'clock,  the  Prince, 
Friucess,  and  Mary  proceeded  to  the  palace  in 
a  beautiful  carnage  drawn  by  six  white  horses, 
with  two  outriders. 

Muy  had  begun  to  familiarise  berself  with 
the  world  of  feshion ;  yet  as  she  was  about  to 
appear  for  the  first  time  in  the  immediate  pre- 
sence of  Royalty,  she  looked  forward  to  the 
moment  with  some  a[^rehenrion,  for  the  lustre 
of  a  crown  is  apt  to  create  a  deep  sensation,  not 
only  in  the  minds  of  femalesj  but  even  in  those 
of  the  opposite  sex. 

Her  protectress,  it  is  true,  gave  her  instruc- 
tions for  the  regulation  of  her  demeanour  and 
conduct,  but  when  the  beautifid  orphan  of 
Cumberland  ali^ted  from  the  carriage,  and 
traversed  several  magnificent  s^iartinents  iUu* 
mined  by  a  thousand  tapers,  and  crowded  with 
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courtiers, — when  in  short,  the  master  of  the 
ceremcmies  opened  the  door,  i^ch  led  to  the 
hall  of  the  throne,  and  announoed  in  a  loud 
tone;  "Prince,  and  Princess  RadnwUl,  and 
Lady  Mary  Barton,"  her  courage  forsook  her ; 
a  tremor  passed  over  her  frame,  and  by  the 
expression  of  her  eyes,  she  invoked  the  en- 
couraging ud  of  the  Princess,  whose  attention 
was  at  that  moment  estranged  from  her  fair 
protege. 

Amid  the  whirl  of  sensations  that  sweep  orer 
the  brun  of  a  female,  particularly  under  such 
circumstances,  timidity  predominates  ;  the  least 
thing  may  augment  her  perturbation ;  and 
quietude  is  frequently  regained  by  the  most 
trifling  cause.  The  Princess  felt  the  hand  of 
Mary  trembling  in  her  own,  and  imme^tely 
cheered  her  by  the  magic  eloquence  of  her  lode 
Mary,  having  overcome  her  fears  and  em- 
barrassment, advanced  forward  with  a  graceful 
elasticity  of  step,  while  two  pages  bore  the  train 
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of  h«r  robe.  A  deep  ulence  prevailed ;  every 
ej6  was  fixed  upon  the  beauteous  IMncess,  and 
her  more  beauteous  companion. 

The  PiinceBS  introduced  Lady  Mary  to  the 
King,  who  rose  and  received  her  in  the  most 
flattering  and  agreeable  manner. 

"  Charoiing  hadj  Mary,"  said  be,  "  there  is 
not  a  lady  in  the  whole  kingdom,  whose  presence 
at  court  could  afford  me  greater  pleasure  than 
yours," 

Mary,  who  remuned  standing,  wlule  the  king 
was  speaking  to  her,  although  he  requested  her 
to  be  seated,  listened  to  this  compliment  with 
modesty  and  dignified  ease. 

"  Buti  now  I  tlunk  of  H,"  added  Sgismund, 
as  he  gazed  upon  her  with  rapture,  "there  is 
an  object  here,  which  might  gratify  you  to 
b^old.  Have  the  kindness  to  look  yonder,  to 
the  right,  in  the  comer  of  the  room." 

How  great  was  her  surprise,  when  she  ob- 
served upon  a  small  table  the  bust  of  Edward 
Barton :  «  Ah,  it  is  my  father  I"  she  exclaimed. 
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— She  said  not  another  word,  but  gratitude 
beamed  in  those  lovely  eyes,  so  divinely  blue,  so 
angelic,  so  soft,  and  now  bedewed  with  glistening 
tears.  Oh,  then  she  was  more  than  a  ser^h  ! 
The  King  and  Princess  comprehended  the  cause 
of  her  emoUon,  and  commenced  a  different 
subject  of  conversation. 

An  hour  had  waned  away,  during  which  the 
guests  of  both  sexes  seemed,  if  posable,  to  keep 
a  watch  upon,  and  antiinpate  her  thoughts,  and 
now  a  collation  was  served.  The  King  stepped 
down  from  his  throne,  and  ofered  his  arm  to 
the  Princess ;  Don  Mendoza  did  the  same  to 
Mary,  and  the  Prince  to  the  lady  of  the  Palatine. 

Mendoza  was  seated  beside  the  King,  between 
the  Princess  and  Mary.  At  table,  the  Spanish 
nobleman  showed  every  poeuble  attention  to, 
the  beautiful  orphan,  evincing  that  amiable 
deierence,  that  chivalric  gallantry,  which  ever 
distinguished  his  noble  country. 

The  King  appeared  to  view  this  amiability  of 
Mendoca  towards  oar  hercnne  with  favourable 
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eyes,  and  in  one  or  two  instances,  afiforded  him 
the  opportanity  of  making  himself  agreeable  to 
her. 

After  the  ccdlatioa,  Sigismund  having  resumed 
the  regal  chair,  was  seen  to  wluspef  to  one  of 
his  ofiBcers,  who  immediately  went  out  and  came 
back  with  a  small  casket  in  his  liand.  The 
King  opened  it,  and  having  advanced  towards 
Mary,  took  out  a  miniature  enriched  with 
diamonds:,  and  a  chain  of  cliased  gold,  which  he 
threw  round  her  neck.  It  was  the  miniature  of 
his  deceased  consort.  "I  am  a  mdower  at 
present,  fair  Lady  Mary,  but,  if  I  should  mairy 
again,  this  miniature  secures  to  you  the  post  of 
first  lady  in  wuUng  to  my  second  wife.  Deign 
to  accept  it  from  me  as  a  token  of  royal  tiene- 
volence  towards  tier,  who,  not  only  by  her 
charms  aixl  rirtues^  but  also  by  her  birtl^ 
iBerits  our  favour  and  the  homage  of  every  loyal 
Pole." 

"  Your  Miyesty.'s  kindness  far  exceeds  my 
deserts."  repUed  Mary,  *<  I  am  not  worthy  of 

VOL.   tl.  K 
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regard  bo  dietiiiguished,  and  mj  gratitade  can- 
not be  expressed  by  powera  lo  humble  as  mine.' 

The  Princess,  on  taking  leave,  professed  ber 
acknowledgments  to  the  King  for  the  coode- 
scenfflon  vith  which  he  bad  honoured  her,  and 
humbly  solicited  bis  Majesty  to  grace  with  hia 
royal  presence  a  ball,  which  she  was  about  to 
give  in  order  to  celebrate  her  hiuband's  saie 
return. 

"  Hiat  there  may  not  be  two  balls  in  too 
close  auceesnon,"  sud  Sigisitiuad,  looking  at 
Mendosa,  "  itill  yoa  have  the  kindness,  Madain, 
to  postpone  yours  for  a  week." 

"  Your  Msjesty's  wishes  are  a  sacied  law  to 
■  each  of  your  subjects." 

'*  In  that  ease,  I  accept  the  invitation,  and 
will  come  With  the  Ambasaador  of  Spun  and 
my  whole  tidte;  we  shall'  ften  be  out  of 
mourning  too.  But  you  and  Lady  Mary,  in 
your  turn,  mil  favour  me  with  your  company  at 
a  private  evening  party  on  Saturday." 

When'  tiie'  two  ladies  had  wHhdiavn,  theie 
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ma  a  busy  wlusper  among  the  Dumeroiie 
couttiBTB :  <'  How  beaotifiil  they  are  I  how  en- 
cbaDtiiw  I" 

"  Well,  my  dear  Mary,"  said  the  Pnnceu, 
wbeD  they  had  taken  their  seats  in  the  caniage, 
**  I  hope  you  have  beoi  delighted." 

"  Adorable  Frinoess,"  r^died  Mary,  throwing 
herself  upoa  her  neck,  "  I  am  indebted  to  you 
tot  the  grauous  reception  which  his  Majesty  has 
aecoided  me." 

**  Say  lathn  that  you  aio  indebted  to  the 
gknioos  memory  of  your  father,  and  above  aU, 
to  your  toamcendeat  beauty,  as  well  as  to  the 
mwhatiging  loftnon  of  your  natural  diuMMitlQD. 
If.  I  am  not  mistaken,  aa  ennable  detiiny 
awaits  you." 

*'  The  future,"  replied  Mary,  with  .a  ng^."  is 

'  T«isd  frhm   mortal  viswi.     The  flower  ^t 

is  anayed  in  the  richast  hue,  may  oontuo  a 

deadly  paiaon,'  and  the  a^paaent  preaagea  of 

I  but  the  bodeiBento..of 
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**  What  strange  fiudes,  dearest  friend,  yo&r 
imagisatioa  loves  to  cherish,"  said  the  Princen. 

"  There  cannot  be  the  least  atom  of  vanity  in 
your  heart,"  said  the  Prince,  *'  for  many  females 
in  your  place,  incomparable  L^dy  Mary,  be- 
holding themaelvea  the  unvarying  object  of  m 
much  deference  from  our  poor  sex,  would  think 
of  nothing  but  their  triumph ;  in  the  exuberance 
of  their  joy,  they  would  pass  their  ni^ts  in 
waking  dreams  of  future  bliss,  while,  like  the 
tomb  OTershadowed  by  the  gloomy  cypress,  your 
mind  is  dariiened  by  sombre  anticipations  j-^by 
thooghts  of  joar  death,  wluch  wonld  inviJve 
that  oS  so  many  adnureia,  who  would  be  un- 
aUe  to  survive  you.  By  Qedymio,  you  are  too 
cruel !" 

Mary  made  no  reply. 

"  You  are  silent,  melandraly  bein^"  r^oined 
the  Princen  gently  patting  her  on  the  shoulder. 

*'  Yes,  scold  me  !  I  must  indeed  appear  an 
anaccountable  creature,  yet  I  cannot  locA  into 
the  sanctuary  of  my  thoughts  withaut  a  feeding  Qf 
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dismay : — sadness,  and  gloomy  apprebennons  of 
the  future,  have  therein  taken  refii^,  I  should 
gladly  pass  the  rest  of  my  days  with  you,  to 
whom  I  am,  and  ever  shall  be,  most  afiectionately 
attached,  and  shall  I,  must  I  hereafter  be 
snatched  from  Uio  bosom  of  friendship  ?" 

"  Destiny  may  indeed  separate  us,  and  even 
place  a  wide  interral  between  us ;  it  may  serer 
the  sweet  bonds  of  intimacy,  which  now  link  us 
together.  When  I  shall  accompany  you  to  the 
altar,  when  a  stranger  possessing  perhaps  by 
right  all  your  affection  and  tenderness,  shall  take 
you  very  far  away  from  our  dear  Lithuania,  to 
the  south — ah  I  to  the  south  I  and  scarcely  per- 
mit his  beauteous  spouse  to  preserve  a  small 
narrow  spot  in  her  heart  for  her  former  friend." 

"  Princess,  I  lore  not  the  south,  the  north  of 
Poland  is  tiie  land  of  my  heart  g— even  should  I 
marry  a  stranger,  which  I  littie  contemplate,  I 
will  never  abandon  you, — my  friendship  with  you 
can  be  severed  by  death  alone,"  said  Mary  with 
emphasis. 
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"  Come,  my  dear  cbild."  replied  the  Prinoess, 
touched  and  flattered  hj  ber  uDcerity,  "it  is 
written  in  the  Go^l,  that  a  woman  shall 
abandon  her  friends,  her  parents,  and  every 
thing  in  this  world  for  her  husband ;  ^e  must 
follow  him  even  over  the  billows  of  the  ocean, 
and  blindly  yoke  her  destiny  with  his.  As  for 
me,  when  I  was  of  your  age,  1  had  intimacies 
too  with  female  friends,  but  how  poor,  how  insig- 
nificant were  these  attachments  in  comparison 
with  that  which  I  bear  and  shall  ever  bear  to 
my  husband  T* 

*'  You  should  never  say :  "  Fountain,  I  mil 
not  drink  of  thy  water,"  observed  RadziwiU  wt A 
a  smile. 

But  a  well  known  lovely  hand  was  placed  upon 
hu  lips,  and  the  Princess  continued :  "  Well  t 
would  you  believe  it,  Mary,  the  more  I  loved, 
the  more  I  concealed  my  love,  in  order  to  eect^ 
from  the  little  persecutions,  to  which  I  never- 
theless aspired.  Who  knows  whether  you  are 
not  now  in  a  similar  position  ?     Who  knows 
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whether  my  lips  vould  not  betraf  your  secret 
seothnents,  id  prooouDCing  a  name  already 
eagraveQ  oh  your  heart," 
.  '*  Oh  I .  Prineees  I"  udd  Mary,'  with  visible 
emotion,  "  you  are  greatly  mijrtdieD  respecting 
me.  It  may  be,  that  I  coac^re  the  &iU  extent 
of  afiection  that  can  ezjat  between  two  of  the 
opposite  sexes,  but  time  md  brourable  circum- 
stances have  yet  to  ripen  that  affection,  and 
there  ie  a  presentiment  in  my  mind  that  .that 
time  will  never  cdme." 

The  Princ&ss,  who  suspected  Mary's  tender 
paauon,  abstained  henceforth  from  touching  a 
chord,  which  vibrated  so  sensitively. 

A  few  days  after,  the  Prince  and  Princess, 
with  Mary  and  several  persons  of  their  suite, 
went  to  the  Spanish  Ambassador's  ball  The 
King  also  honoured  it  with  his  presence.  Mary 
was  not  a  little  surprised  to  meet  among  the 
company,  the  Countess  of  Palfy,  who  was  no 
other  than  Madam  Dzimirska.  After  a  short 
widowhood,  she  had  espoused  a  rich  Hungarian 
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noble,  who  well  knew  how  to  appredate  the 
merits  of  this  lady,  and  the  attachment  she  had 
always  professed  for  his  nation.  Mary  intro- 
duced her  to  the  Princess,  who  was  enchanted 
with  this  new  acquaintance. 

Hie  evening  went  off  gaily,  and  the  moumfu] 
thoughts  of  Mary,  were  for  a  while  sacrificed  on 
the  altar  of  innocent  diversion.  The  King 
aj^teared  to  view  her  with  kindlier  feelings  than 
ever. 

As  the  Poles  are  much  attached  to  the  Hun- 
garians, Count  Palfy,  an  old  friend  of  Mendozo, 
whom  he  bad  known  at  Rome,  and  had  come  to 
vint  at  Wilna,  was  honoured  with  marked  atten- 
tion by  all  parties.  He  commenced  an  intimacy 
with  Prince  Raduwill,  who  invited  bun  to  hia 
ball 

'Ilie  f£te  terminated  with  a  serenade,  and 
towaids  the  dawn  of  day  the  visitors  retired. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


Up  tprinKS  the  dince  aloDg  tlia  lighted  dame, 
Hlx«d  and  evolved  ■  thniiMDd  fprightly  wbji. 
The  glittering  coart  cffuira  eitrj  pomp ; 
The  circle  deepeni ;  beamed  trom  gsnily  robei 
Taper*  and  iparkllng  gemi  and  radiant  eyei; 
A  loft  effulgence  o'er  the  palace  waTC*. 

Thommv. 

How  bint  to  ftel  the  beatiog* oth\s  heart. 
Breathe  hlj  awect  breatb,  and  kiH  for  kiu  Impart '. 


DtTRiKO  the  few  da^s  preTiou§  to  the  ball,  the 
whole  palace  was  in  movement.  The  chambeiv 
lains,  and  majoiniomos,  assisted  by  the  valets, 
directed  all  their  taste  and  attention  to  the  deco- 
ration of  the  iqnrtments.  The  Princess,  having 
finished  penning  numeroos  letteri  of  invitattoa, 

K   '2 
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tuperintended  the  preparatioiu,  consulting  the 
ladiea  of  her  sntte,  or  vuitbg  in  company  with 
Mary  the  rarious  magazines  of  fashimi  in  Wilna, 
to  select  two  elegant  dresses  destined  to  enhance 
the  beauty  of  the  purchasers. 

They  were  walldug  together,  through  one  of 
the  most  frequented  streets,  when  a  handsome 
officer,  with  li^t  hur,  saluted  Mary,  and,  with 
an  air  of  self-importance,  advanced  to  accost  her, 
but  recognizing  the  lirery  t^  Radztwill,  be 
checked  himself,  pursuing  them  as  they  pro- 
ceeded with  a  steadfast  gaze,  and  seemingly 
surprised  at  encountering  them. 

"  Do  you  know  that  gentleman  ?'  sud  the 
Frincess. 

"  Yes,"  replied  Mary,  slightly  colouring,  "  he 
has  been  a  visitor  at  Ravdan.  It  is  Baron 
Denbof.' 

"  Then  this  solves  the  enigma  V 

"  You  are  again  mistaken,"  rejoined  Mary, 
resuming  her  composure  ;  "  he  is  a  gentleman 
whom  I  view  with  perfect  indifference." 
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The  day  on  which  the  ball  was  t»  take  place, 
was  DOW  fast  approadiing.  According  to  busy 
rumour  and  the  gmetal  opinion,  it.  Was  to 
surpass  in  magnificence  all  former  precedent. 
It  was  the  sole  theme  of  goimpi  not  only  in 
Wilaai  but  throughout  the  whole  of  Lithuania, 
and  Tsrious  conjectures  were  hazarded  touching 
the  high  and  distinguiehed  favour,  which  the 
King  hod  for  some  time  continued  to  heiip  upoti 
Uifl  illustrious  house  of  Radswill.  A  report  was 
current  that  this  grand  f£te  was  to  form  a  pre- 
lude to  the  betrothal  of  Z^ady  Mary  Barton  to 
Don  Mendoca. 

Kraiewaki  bad  now  returned  from  Livonia 
to  Samogitia  afber  having  executed  his  com- 
missioQ  in  Wallachia  and  Ukraine.  He  had 
heard  of  this  ball  on  bis  journey,  but  it  was  not 
till  he  reached  his  own  abode,  that  the  rumours 
in  circulation  came  in  a  shape,  palpable  enough 
to  be  grasped  at,  even  by  a  lover  to  whom 
'•  trifles  light  as  air"  are  "  conSrmatbn  strong  as 
.proof  of   holy    writ."      A    thousand    burning 
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daggen  plunged  into  his  heart  would  have  been 
a  pleasure  in  cotnparison  with  the  gnawing 
anguish,  which  he  felt  when  he  beazd  of  Qie 
approaching  marriage  of  Mary. 

He  now  reproached  himself  &r  not  having 
taken  advantage  of  hia  walk  with  her  on  the 
margin  of  the  lake  to  unbosom  his  feelmgs, 
wiken  she  hetself  appeared  to  inrite  him  to  a 
declaration  of  his  love. 

"  Oh !  holy  heaven !"  exclaimed  he,  soliloquis- 
tng,  "she  was  so  beautiful,  so  gentle,  ao  ador- 
able;—she  appeared  to  love  me- — When  I 
related  to  her  the  sorrow-chequered  inddents 
of  my  life,  the  lovely  blue  of  her  eyes  looked 
lovdier  through  her  tears.— How  she  gazed 
upon  me  -wi^  looks  of  sympathy !— how  with 
parted  lips  and  thirsting  car  she  drank  the 
narrative  of  my  woe !  Oh,  in&tuate  man ! 
thou  that  hast  ever  trusted  the  false  features 
of  a  syren  that  smiles  but  to  deceive,  and  to 
destroy!  If  the  taan  that  fidl  from  woman's 
ejes  could  impr^nate  and  vivify  jthe  soil,  eadi 
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tear  would  become  tlie  parent  of  a  venomom 
asp. — But,  just  God !  why  wroog  thu  heaven- 
aent  seraph  ?  Did  I  make  known  to  her  my  ' 
lore  ?  IKd  I  receive  her  plighted  troth  ?  Has 
she  dflceiTed  me  ?  Has  she  violated  her  &ith '/ 
— her  oath?  her  tows?  Oh,  pardon  me, 
pardon  me  \  celestial  being  P* 

He  resolved  to  proceed  to  Wilna,  with  die 
firm  intention  of  terminating  his  existence,  if 
he  failed  to  obtain  an  interview  with  Mary  before 
the  commencemeDt  of  the  ball ;  and,  above  all, 
if  by  his  own  observation  he  should  convince 
lumself  that  Mendoza's  coartship  had  advanced 
■o  far  as  it  was  reported. 

He  sprang  into  his  carriage  and  commenced 
his  journey  without  delay. — In  two  days  he 
reached  his  desUnation,  and  with  a  view  of 
privacy,  alighted  at  a  hostelry  in  the  suburbs. 
Then  having  enjoined  his  servants  to  observe 
a  complete  silence  with  respect  to  his  move- 
ments, he  girded  on  *  his  sword,  and  having 
thrust  his  hat  over  his  eyes,  and  muffled  himself 
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up  in  his  ckwk,  he  entered  the  dty  at  nigfat- 
fitU. 

Wilaa  was  at  thia  time  much  crowded,  and 
KraVewski  was  sauntering  along  in  the  tnotler 
assemblage  that  thronged  the  streets,  when  he 
perceived  three  young  men  walking  before 
him. 

"  Well,  Denhof,  have  jou  been  invited  to 
Prince  Radziwill's  ball?*'  said  one  of  the 
three. 

"  Yes,  to  be  sure,  the  Prince  himself  invited 
me  on  his  return  from  the  chace,  and  he  intro- 
duced me  to  his  Coir  spouse." 

"  What  do  you  think  of  her  ?" 

"  She  is  good  lodcing,  and  very  amiable." 

"  And  what  think  you  of  that  Anglo-Polish 
beauty  that  is  so  much  vaunted  Y' 

c  Her  charms  are  beyond  expression. — To 
compare  her  to  uiy  other  female  would  be 
comparing  a  burning  coal  to  a  mighty  confla- 
gration— she  is  the  very  incamatim  of  beauty." 
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"  Bj  baavea  I  that  U  a  ^wing  enli^uni," 
•aid  the  third,  "  do  you  know  her  7' 

"Yes,  I  know  her— I  have  often  seen  her 
at  het  uncle's." 

"  There  are  Tatiotu  nimoan  afloat  reacting 
her,*'  replied  the  third,  "  Borne  pretend  that  the 
King  is  deurouB  that  Mendoza  should  espouw 
her;  othen,  that  jrou  are  paying  your  addressea 
to  her ;  there  are  people  who  will  have  it  that 
a  certain  military  officer,  who  has  very  recently 
tdcen  up  his  reddence  in  Samogitia,  has  eaved 
heir  uncle's  life,  and  consequently  is  to  become 
her  husband." 

**  With  respect  to  the  ^aniard,"  repKed 
Denbof,  "  old  and  bronied  as  he  is,  he  does 
every  thing  in  bla  power  to  gun  the  good  graces 
of  lady  Mary,  and  he  is  seconded  in  his  chime- 
rical projects  by  the  Prince  and  Princess,  as 
well  as  by  his  Majesty ;  but  I  know  from  good 
authority  that  the  young  lady  is  very  far  from 
returning  his  passion.  As  for  me  I  mean  to 
play  hiai  a  good  trick  or  two,  and  release  Mary 
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from  the  attentions  of  the  (Ad  wooer.  I  will 
give  the  Spaniard  clearly  to  understand  that  an 
old  Moor  of  forty-five  shall  scTer  posnu  the 
beauty  1  adore.  As  for  the  other,  I  have  heard 
of  him,  he  ii  a  mere  adventurer,  a  kind  of 
knight>«iTant  that  nobody  can  make  out,  who 
kills  bears  already  wounded,  who  boasts  of  bia 
prowess  in  Asia,  and  who  would  perhaps  take  to 
hu  heels  before  a  single  Ruseisn  or  Swede ;  be 
is  of  too  low  an  extractioD,  he  knows  too  little 
of  good  society,  his  manners  are  too  ooane  and 
vulgar  for  him  to  be  allowed  to  aspire  to  the 
hand  of  Lady  Mary,  but  I  shall  find  means  to 
dispel  his  fine  illauong." 

KraVewski,  who  was  miking  close  behind 
Denhof,  and  beard  all  (he  calumnies  heaped 
upon  his  head  could  with  difficulty  contain  his 
indignation'; — he  was  prompted  to  spring  upon 
him  with  a  tiger's  fury,  to  seise  him  by  the  thioet 
and  force  lum  to  mortal  combat.  Bat  he  re- 
flected that  such  a  step  would  be  attended  with 
publicity  and  might  mar  all  his  projects ;  love 
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he  quelled  the  tumult  of  his  bou),  but  there  was 
a  spirit  within  him  that  whispered  revenge ;  the 
wound  rankled,  nor  could  the  anguish  be  allayed 
but  by  the  hope  that  the  time  would  come  when 
be  might  bring  down  vengeance  upon  the 
calumniator. 

One  of  the  young  men  pleaded  earnestly  in 
behalf  of  Kra'iewski,  reproaching  Denhof  in  a 
friendly  manner^  for  having  formed  a  wrong 
opinioD  of  a  gentleman  of  hi^  merit  and  un- 
blemished reputation. 

The  three  gentlemen  novr  separated  to  go 
home  and  dress  for  the  ball. 

A  man  may  be  jealous,  without  being  in  love, 
but  an  ardent  affection  is  inseparable  from  a 
slight  inkling  of  jealousy.  Whoever  has  cherished 
an  intense  and  burning  passion,  cannot  deny, 
when  he  eiaminea  the  recesses  of  his  own  lieart, 
that  he  could  sooner  caress  with  pleasure  a  veno- 
mous reptile,  or  imprint  willing  kiBses  on  a  bar 
d*  red  hot  iroDi  or  np  with  hi|^  Eelish  a  terrible 
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poison,  which  gangrenes  the  vitals,  than  wish 
well  to  his  rival. 

Out  hatred  for  the  man,  who  has  already  done 
us,  or  is  watching  for  an  oppoituiiity  to  do  us, 
the  severest  wrong  we  can  sustain,  is  naturally 
catnmensnrate  with  the  degree  of  our  afifecticm. 
Not  unfrequently  too  this  species  of  hatred 
weakens  with  love. 

Krai'ewski  now  bent  his  steps  to  the  palace  of 
Radziwill ;  the  hour  of  ten  was  striking.  The 
whole  of  the  court  yard  and  the  adjacent  streets 
were  filled  with  carriages,  lackeys,  and  a  host  of 
people,  whom  interest  or  curiosity  had  attracted 
to  the  spot  The  rattUitg  of  the  equipages  fol- 
lowing each  other  in  rapid  succesdon,  the  crack- 
ing of  the  whips,  and  the  vociferations  of  the 
drivers,  created  a  din  that  baffles  description. 

Ilie  long  and  numerous  rows  of  lamps  sus- 
pended on  each  side  of  the  avenues  leading  to 
the  palace,  blended  with  the  illuminated  ducal 
blazonry,  shed  such  a  glare  of  tight  through  the 
streets,  that  according  to  the  trite  saying  of 
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familiar  life,  one  might  have  seen  to  pick  Dp  a 
pin,  (it  being  always  pregumed,  that  aome  luck> 
les>  miuden  had  diO[^>ed  one).  The  front  of 
the  house  and  the  windows  were  likewise  illumi- 
nated, and  contributed  their  portion  of  lustre  to 
the  dazzling  brilliancy  around. 

Kraiewaki  walking  before  Uie  palace,  ad- 
dressed a  Tdlet  all  bedkened  with  silver  and 
gold,  elevating  his  head  with  affected  dignity, 
and  contemplating  the  stars,  apparently  as  proud 
of  his  atdre,  as  the  heath-cock  of  his  plumes. 
Whether  fate  or  chance  had  so  ordained,  this 
was  no  other  than  the  valet  of  Don  Mendoza 


Being  asked  by  Kraiewski,  why  the  palace 
was  so  grandly  illuminated,  and  what  personages 
were  among  the  guests,  he  replied :  **  It  is  easy 
to«ee,  sir,  that  you  are  a  stranger  in  this  city. 
This  is  a  ball  given  by  their  Highnesses  the  very 
illustrious  and  honourable  Prince  and  Princess 
Radziwill  to  his  Majesty  Sigisinund  III.,  and  to 
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Don  Mendoza,  the  Spanish  Ambassador,  my 
very  gracious  maeter,  who  ia  soon  to  espoosa 
Lady  Mary  Barton,  one  of  the  fairest  and  richeGt 
heiresses  in  the  kingdom.  The  dress  in  which 
I  am  arrayed  must  convince  you  of  the  truth 
of  my  assertions,  for  my  master  is  not  one  of 
those,  who  spend  a  quarter  of  their  whole  fortune 
to  display  the  livery  of  their  domestics  merely 
once  ia  the  year,  and  then  lock  it  up  in  an  old 
wardrobe  for  the  rest  of  the  time ;  but  1  am  in 
one  of  those  houses,  where  wine  is  drunk  like 
water,  and  gold  is  scattered  in  the  greatest  pro- 
vision .  . .  ." 

"  A  plague  upon  your  prating !"  murmured 
Kraiewski,  leaving  him  abruptly.  Then  per- 
ceiving another  domestic^  he  put  the  same  que»- 
tioD  to  him. 

"  It  appears,  «r,"  replied  the  latter  in  a  re- 
pectful  tone,  "  that  you  have  recently  arrived 
at  Wilna,  and  from  a  considerable  distance  too; 
for  every  body  knows,  witiiin   tbirfy  leagues 
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around,  that  Prince  Raddwill  gives  this  day  a 
grand  f^te  to  oar  King  and  the  Spanish  Ambas- 
sador." 

"Many  fair  ladies  will  doubtless  be  present?" 
"  There  is  no  lack  of  them,  and  amongst  the 
number  there  is  one  that  eclipses  in  beauty  all 
that  can  be  imagined  or  conceived." 
"  And  what  may  be  her  name  ?" 
"  I  really  do  not  know  her  name ;  all  I  can 
pay  Lb,  that  she  has  been  for  some  time  a  vifiitor 
at  our  palace,  that  she  is  greatly  beloved  by  the 
PrincesB,  that  she  goes  frequently  to  court,  and 
that  she  is  kind-hearted,  And  as  mild  and  gentle 
as  a  lamb." 

"  And  has  she  no  lovers  ?" 
'^Yes,  indeed,  she  has  aeveral.  I^lrst  one, 
Baron  Denfaof,  who  baa  known  her  for  some 
time; — be  is  a  fine-looking  <^cer  and  attached 
to  the  King's  household.  He  is  always  after 
her,  gamg  at  her  in  perfect  rapture.  She  has 
besides  another,  the  Spanish  Ambassador,  whom 
the  King  honours  with  his.  esteem.     A  report 
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bas  indeed  been  spread  that  he  is  to  many  ber. 
But  I  have  been  credibly  iaformed,  that  she 
will  not  have  the  shallow- brained  Boron,  nor 
the  worthy  old  Moor  either,  but  that  she  has  a 
decided  partialitj  for  a  young  ofiScer,  who  is  not 
now  at  Wilna ;  who,  aa  people  aay,  was  to  return 
from  a  grand  voyage  round  the  world,  and  whot 
I  hare  been  assured,  recently  kiUed  in  the  chase 
a  huge  dragon  that  devoured  children.  She 
prefers  him  to  all  the  others ;  young,  innocent, 
and  artless  as  she  is,  her  reason  is  aa  matare  as 
a  pear  in  autumn,  and  nothing  would  ever 
induce  her  to  marry  a  man,  whom  her  heart 
could  reject." 

By  this  hif^-flown  description,  so  interlarded 
with  ti^M  of  the  marveUouB,  Kraiewdci  saw  that 
he  himself  was  the  person  alluded  to. 

<*  From  what  source  do  you  derive  your  infor- 
mation, my  friend  Y" 

**  From  a  better  source,  perhaps,  than  yoa 
imagine;  although  I  have  not  been  long  at 
Wilna,  I  ban  sonptd  acqaabtutes  with  mbm 
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very  reputable  persons,  even  in  the  household 
of  Prince  RsdnwUl.  It  is  now  Boma  time  ago, 
it  vas  OQ  a  Thnnda]',  and  in  the  evening,  since 
I  Found  npon  tlie  high  rood  a  very  handsome 
riding-wbips  tipped  with  gold.  I  immediately 
suspected  that  it  bcdonged  to  a  lady  <^  quality. 
I  »erit  into  yon  tavern ; — there  were  three  of 
us.  There,  a  man,  the  ezpres^on  of  whose 
countenance  atruck  me,  invited  me  to  drink  a 
glass  of  brandy  with  him.  When  I  had  accepted 
his  invitation,  I  b^an  to  ■  tell  him  the  story  of 
my  fimfing  the  whip,  aAd  I  shewed  it  to  him  ■ 
he  had  do  sooner  clapped  his  eyes  upon  it,  than 
be  cried  out :— r'^Why  this  riding-whip  belongs 
to  the  handsome  young  tady  that  is  sta^ng  at 
the  palace.'  Hii  oompanioi]  wanted  to  get  it 
from  me  for  a  piece  of  money.  But  I  prefmred 
giving  it  to-tbe  other  for  nothing.  He  took  it 
from  me  and  then  gave  it  me  badi,  sayings 
<  Snce  you  are  so  honest,  I  will  go  and  get  you 
s  piece  of  gtid  as  a  reward,  and  you  shall, 
periMf^  hkvf  a  mf^  of  mjr  good  master's 
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charming  niece ;  wait  here  a  few  minutes.' — He 
kept  his  promise,  for  in  a  quarter  of  an  hoar 
one  of  Prince  Radziwill'B  aerrsnts  came  after 
me.  I  went  with  bim  througjh  Bereral  fine 
rooms.  A  prettjr  light-baired  lass  then  took  me 
into  her  mistress'  study,  where,  to  my  great 
astonishment,  I  beheld  our  illustrious  Princess, 
whom  I  know  by  si^t,  and  the  man  who  bed 
just  druuk  with  me.  The  two  ladies  graciously 
questioned  me.  I  restored  the  whip,  and  they 
each  gave  me  a  ducat.  I  btow,  sir,  I  never  saw 
any  other  female  so  beautiful  as  that  angel, 
with  her  bright  eyes  of  sapphire.  Since  tliat 
time,  whenever  I  meet  her,  she  acknowledges 
my  obeisance  with  a  smile.  The  same  day,  the 
man  and  I  met  again  at  the  tavem,  and  there* 
while  the  others  were  engaged  in  deep  cooTer^ 
SBtion,  about  the  ^proaching  marriage  <^  the 
same  &ir  l&dy  to  a  noble  lord :  "  Friend,*'  said 
the  man  to  me,  "  one  day,  as  I  came  out  of  the 
forest  of  Rossienle,  with  my  mast^,  Ckdctoel 
Va<o?i^  tbe  ancle  of  this  lady  in  qoestioD; 
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I  heaid  a  stout  fitt  Canon,  yexj-  wall  known 
•Tfliy  where,  and  wlio  makes  the  wine  of  our 
cellar  diuppear  as  the  dew  before  the  sun, 
compliment  the  Colonel  upon  the  early  and 
brilliant  marriage  of  hb  niece.  My  master 
bIum^  his  bead  and  answered : — The  gentleman 
that  saved  my  life  has  gained  her  heart.  I  know 
her  too  well,  she  will  never  marry  any  other  but 
our  new  and  worthy  neighbour.— My  companion 
then  added : — Yon  may  bdiere  me,  for  when 
my  master  asserts  any  thing,  you  may  be  sure 
he  means  it." 

This  iMig  story  of  the  loquadous  domestic, 
lulled  the  disquietude  of  KraYewskL  The  twi- 
light of  hi^pinesB  began  to  appear ;  hope,  with 
her  smiling  images,  returned  to  gladden  hu  soul, ' 
and  visions  of  future  bliss  came  dancing  in  her 
tndn. 

He  thanked  his  cmnmunicatiTe  informant, 
and  presented  him  with  some  pieces  of  gold. 

"  As  the  moon  has  not  yet  risen,"  added  the 
latter  in  an  ecstacy  of  joy ;  "  if  your  Lordship 
TOL.   II.  L 
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pleases  to  walk  into  the  park,  jou  will  be  able 
to  observe  all  that  passes  iu  tlw  palace,  without 
being  seen.  Tlie  garden  wall  comes  down  to 
the  rirer ;  at  the  end  of  this  wall  there  is  a  side- 
door,  through  which  the  Princess  occauonally 
passes.  This  door  is  guarded  b^  a  sentineli 
and  another  is  stationed  at  the  water's  edge. 
Bo^  of  them  have  received  the  most  pomtiYe 
orders  not  to  allow  any  one  to  enter  except  thaw 
who  are  provided  vntb  a  certain  card,  and  those 
who  are  appointed  to  see  that  the  sentinels  dis- 
charge their  duty.  An  English  female  servant 
is  the  only  one  to  whom  free  ingress  and  egress 
are  permitted. — Even  those,  who  have  tbe  card, 
must  know  the  pass-word,  which  is  "Duty." 
As  the  inspector  of  the  sentanels,  relying  on  their 
fidelity,  is  gone  to  the  other  end  of  the  city  to 
see  bis  affianced  bride,  and  has  requested  me  to 
take  his  place,  and  even  to  appcant  any  one  of 
my  own  selection  to  go  his  roands  in  the  garden, 
-~your  Lord^p  may  keep  watch  within,  while 
I  do  the  same  outude." 
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« I  agree  to  your  proposal ;  but,  whatever 
may  hqipea,  be  not  concerned,  I  take  every' 
tldiig  upon  myself." 

"  Well  t  be  it  so,  then  !  the  sword  and  golden 
spurs  worn  by  your  Lordship  seem  to  warrant 
Uie  supposition  that  you  are  not  so  much  a 
stranger  to  what  is  going  on  as  I  thought" 

OftenUmes  we  little  suspect  from  what  qiuver 
the  arrows  of  happiness  are  launched  within  our 
reach. 

Kraiewiki  took  the  card  and  proceeding 
along  the  wall  arrived  at  the  door  already  men- 
tioned. Here  the  sentinel  threw  bia  bayonet 
across  and  prevented  him  from  further  progress. 
But  when  he  held  out  bis  card,  the  soldier  having 
seen  the  splendid  hilt  of  his  sword,  fixed  his 
eyes  upon  it  and  said,  in  a  tone  of  humility : 
"  die  Pass-word  V- '« Doty." 

Ilie  sentinel  shouldered  his  [Hece  and  made 
way  for  him  to  pass. 

*'  It  u  well,"  sud  KiEiewski ;  "  but  remember 
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to  perform  your  duty  as  rtricdy  with  other*  w 
with  me,  and  allow  none  to  pus,  though  they 
might  present  a  thousand  cards. — Do  you  hear^ 
none  can  he  admitted,  with  the  exception  of  one 
pereoa  only,  a  female  serrant  in  the  palace." 

**  That  is,  peihaps,  Jenny,  the  English  ^1  f 

'*  Yes  !  precisely  so,  she  herself." 

Kiaiewski  gave  the  same  order  to  the  other 
seotiQel  who  was  statifHied  at  the  water's  edge. 

Tlie  night  was  beautiful,  but  dark.  The 
lover  of  Mary  Jooked  alternately  up  at  the 
windows  and  around  bim ; — he,  peihaps,  thought 
he  mig^  meet  the  cUvine  Mary  in  some  of  the 
avenues  of  the  trees,  and  his  Esrvid  imagihatien 
ocHutantly  depicted  her  to  lus  view,  blooming 
with  all  her  wonted  gracefulness  and  love. 

Tlie  palace  was  utnated  upon  an  eminence, 
which  overlooked  the  meandering  A^lia;  absorbed 
and  notionlesB  he  paused  upon  the  bank ; — he 
seated  himself  upon  the  trunk  of  a  toee.  Tb* 
Ij^t  streamed  from  the  palace  upon  the  slvery 
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waters,  and  the  hannonioua  strains  of  music 
blended  with  the  soft  murmurs  of  the  rippling 
flood  died  upon  his  ear. 

Although  consolatory  tidings  had  so  recently 
cheered  him,  yet  there  was  still  a  heaviness  at 
his  heart  for  which  he  could  not  account.  Sud- 
denly he  sprang  up  ^m  his  attitude  of  moody 
abstractedness  and  thus  briefly  communed  with 
himself:  "  The  die  is  cast ;  come  what  irill,  it  is 
better  to  brave  the  inconstancy  of  fortune  than 
to  live  in  perpetual  apprehension  of  it." 

Urged  by  a  resistless  impulse,  he  advanced 
nearer  to  the  palace  with  a  decided  but  wary 
step.  As  he  approached,  the  brightness  in- 
creased. The  light  issuing  5om  ten  thousand 
fountains  of  splendour  was  at  it  were  concen- 
trated in  one  vast  focus,  on  which  the  eye  dared 
not  to  repose. 

The  ball-room  was  on  the  ground-fioor  and 
looked  into  the  garden ;  two  hmg  rows  of  orange 
and  lemon  trees  had  been  taken  from  the  green- 
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bouse  to  lend  ttuar  rich  perfumes  tad  adorament 

to  the  scene. 

Mary,  radiant  with  beauty,  was  standiDg  at 
the  window,  and  enjoying  the  fresh  breeze  of 
the  night.  The  Countess  Pa%  came  up  to  her 
and  conversed  a  few  minutes  with  her. 

Kraiew^ki  heard  the  Toice  of  Mary ;  and  his 
bosom  throbbed  with  contending  emotions, 
when  the  soft  accents  from  those  lovely  lips 
came  like  celestial  mu^c  upon  hb  ear. 

The  youthful  Countess  Polityllo,  who  had 
been  queen  of  the  f£te  given  by  Buczakaj  now 
ran  up  to  Mary  and  said  to  her :  "  Is  not  the 
ball  most  charming  ?" 

"  Yes  t"  replied  Mary,  wiUi  an  abstracted  air. 

"  Yes,  certainly  it  is,"  she  repeated  in  a 
trembling  voice  with  a  «gh,  and  that  sigh 
blended  with  the  melancholy  ejaculation,  occa- 
sioned a  thrill  of  joy  to  Kratewski;  he  believed 
himself  still  the  cherished  object  ofher  affection  : 
'*  how  beautiful  she  appears  !"  was  the  silent 
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language  of  his  heart;  and  that  thought,  that 
loveliness,  that  voice  caused  every  chord  of  his 
tove-inspired  soul  to  vihrate  with  overpowering 
rapture. 

On  leaving  the  window  she  proceeded  into  the 
banqueting- hall,  exactly  opposite  to  Kra'iewski. 

Hiis  spacious  and  splendid  apartment,  of  an 
oval-shape,  was  decorated  with  all  the  refine- 
ments of  tasteful  elegance.  Besides  being  hung 
and  festooned  with  the  richest  dlks  from  the 
looms  of  India,  and  dyed  in  the  most  brilliant 
colours ;  birds,  animals,  &c.  Asiatic  trees  were 
inwoven  in  its  delicate  and  elaborate  tissue,  and 
the  statues  of  (he  twelve  Apostles,  all  of  massive 
gold,  and  large  as  life  were  placed  in  niches 
round  the  walls. 

On  one  ude  was  the  portrait  of  the  king, 
surrounded  by  numerous  trophies  that  had  been 
won  in  the  recent  war  with  Sweden ;  and,  over 
the  swordsj  bucklers  and  pennons,  arranged 
wHh  considerable  taste,  was  the  glorious  and 
proud  blazonry  of  the  illustrious  bouse  of  Rad- 
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ziwill,  repraseoting  all  the  great  victories  of 
.Lithuania  from  the  time  of  Gedymia  to  the 
reign  of  Si^smund  III.  Near  the  arms  of  the 
Priace  were  those  of  his  consort,  the  last  de»- 
'  cendant  of  a  younger  branch  of  the  grand  dukea 
of  Lithuania. 

The  hand  now  struck  up  a  polonaise,  and 
Kraiewski  had  then  an  opportunity  of  contem- 
plating the  company  as  they  threaded  the  mazy 
dance. 

The  King  opened  the  ball  with  the  Princess. 
■  Mendoza  danced  with  Mary,  and  the  Prince  mth 
the  Countess  Palfy. 

When  the  beautiful  and  majestic  Princess 
glided  by,  the  large  diamonds,  rubies  and 
emeralds  that  graced  her  person,  reflecting  the 
light  from  a  thousand  candelabras,  emitted 
■uch  a  blase  of  brilliancy,  that  each  dancer  was 
.  surrounded  as  it  were  with  a  halo  of  refulgence, 
in  which  the  counUeas  rays,  that  emanated  from 
the  gems,  crossing  in  endless  intersections,  and 
.tinted  with  all  the  hues  of  the  rainbow,  united 
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in  one  bright  conceatrataoa  of  burning  lustre, 
which  no  toDgue  or  pea  could  describe.  Many 
a  queen  of  Africa  and  Asia,  would  hare  grown 
pale  with  envy  at  bebotding  so  much  riches 
displayed  upon  one  person. 

When  she  had  retired  from  riew,  Kratewski, 
who  for  some  minutes  bod  beheld  the  flood  of 
flaming  sparkles  whirling  before  his  eyes,  could 
now  direct  his  attention  to  other  objects. 

The  Polish  hidies  of  elevated  life  are  as 
blooming  and  ingenuous  as  the  Swiss,  as  uncere 
as  the  German,  as  graceful  as  those  of  France, 
as  patriotic  as  the  Spanish,  as  enthusiastic  as 
the  Hungarian  and  Portuguese,  .as  disin- 
terested, faithful,  and  heavenly  as  those  of 
England,  who  are  not  only  the  most  virtuous, 
but  also  the  most  beautiful  in  the  universe. 

Kraiewski,  proud  as  he  was  of  the  advantages, 
which  distinguished  the  ladies  of  his  country, 
though  bis  admiration  was  momentarily  attracted 
by  the  constellation  of  loveliness  before  him, 
yet  dwelt  with  preference  upon  one  bright  star 
L  2 
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which  surpassed  sll  the  rest  in  Imtre.  When 
Mendoza  addressed  her,  she  replied  with  dowD- 
caat  look ;  she  appeared  pensive  and  abatmctcd 
when  his  high-flown  compliments  met  her  ear. 
Kruewski  was  jealous  not  only  of  his  rival,  but 
even  of  the  very  floor  that  caressed  the  flowing 
skirts  of  her  exquisitely  light  and  transpuvnt 
robe. 

It  was  now  a  favourable  moment  for  Kraiewski 
to  examine  the  features  and  personal  character- 
i^tics  of  Mendoza.  He  was  arrayed  with  much 
elegance  in  the  costume  of  his  country,  then 
was  a  nobleness  in  his  demeanour,  and  his 
manners  were  engaging  ;  he  was  of  middle 
stature,  and  he  had  attained  that  period  of  life, 
at  which  youth  is  but  a  reminiscence.  He  had 
no  tendency  to  corpulence,  and  he  appeared  to 
belong  to  that  class  of  men,  who  maintun  even 
to  old  age  a  freshness  and  acdvity,  which  lit 
them  for  the  endurance  of  labour  and  btigue. 
His  complexion  was  dark  and  swarthy,  and 
although  he  was  not  handsome,  his  physiognomy 
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wss  hj  DO  means  disagreeable.  By  his  lai^ 
moustaches,  arranged  in  the  Polish  fashion,  as 
well  as  by  other  trifling  matters  relative  to  his 
person,  it  might  be  lemariied  that  he  partially 
affected  the  airs  of  this  nation  to  please  "  the 
ladye  of  his  love." 

The  gentlemen  changed  their  partners  fre- 
quently, with  ihe  exception  of  the  King,  1^0 
danced  with  the  Princess  during  the  whole 
evening. 

The  Princess  sometimes  stole  a  hasty  glance 
at  Mary,  when  she  appeared  to  be  listening 
thoughtfully  to  the  conversation  of  His  Majesty, 
to  whom  she  seldom  made  but  a  brief  reply. 

The  young  officer,  engaged  in  this  strict 
reconnoissance,  was  seized  with  a  burning  dedr» 
to  know  the  subject  of  their  conversation,  and 
ventured  a  step  nearer,  while  he  suspended  bis 
very  breathing;  ear,  eye,  thought,  soul,  were 
strained  to  catch  the  sound  that  came  from  the 
sovereign's  lips  ...  .  He  heard,  or  believed 
be  heard  these  words  .  .  .  Mendoza  u  to  pro- 
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poM  at  the  end  of  the  week  ....  The  blood 
crept  in  a  chill  current  from  his  heart ;  but  at 
this  moment,  Mary  came  to  the  window,  and 
looked  towards  the  garden ;  in  receding,  she 
turned  round  and  again  gaxed,  as  if  to  assure 
herself,  whether  she  had  really  seen  some 
moving  object  or  not.  Kralewski  changed  his 
station  ;  Mary  during  the  dance,  again  directed 
a  more  searching  and  attentive  look  towards  the 
spot,  and  appeared  di8^>p(nated  at  gazing  on 
vacancy. 

Kralewski,  fearing  that  be  might  be  observed, 
drew  back  a  few  paces,  and  took  up  his  portion 
opposite  to  another  window,  where  scenes  of  a 
difierent  nature  presented  themselves. 

The  room,  which  was  now  before  him,  was 
the  hall,  in  which  the  various  servants  of  the 
personages  present  at  the  ball  were  asaenUtled. 
In  the  middle  of  this  apartment  there  was  a 
fountain  in  the  form  of  a  column,  with  four 
deep  and  broad  ves^Is  of  polished  silver  placed 
aroimd  it ;  into  one  of  theae  vesaels  a  stueam  of 
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limpid  water  was  flowiog  with  its  spray,  dashing 
up  io  liquid  diamonds ;  into  the  three  others 
respectively,  mead,  ale  vid  wine,  were  descend- 
ing 10  j«ti  of  ruby  radiance.  The  motley  crowd 
of  liveried  attendants  were  regaling  tbemselTes 
from  these  founts  of  happiness,  with  noisy 
hilarity. 

Two  of  the  Prince's  valets,  and  a  major-domo 
preuded  over  this  merry  assemblage,  and  were 
inviting  them  to  partake  of  the  cUfferent  bever- 
ages, viands,  and  huge  cakes  that  were  banded 
about  in  china  dishes;  and  upon  tbese  presi- 
dents, the  duty  of  preserving  order  and  decorum 
naturally  devolved. 

Exactly  opposite  the  window  there  was  a 
very  large  clock,  which  rose  like  a  pillar: 
through  a  round  hole  fonned  at  the  top  peeped 
forth  a  living  head,  that  rolled  its  little  twinkling 
eyes,  and  answered  with  a  hoarse  laugh,  or  a 
shrill  intonation  of  voice  to  the  <U0erent 
pleasantriee  addressed  to  it  by  die  festive 
throng. 
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Tlie  attention  of  Kralewski  was  attracted  br 
this  novel  sight,  and  his  surprise  was  great, 
when,  after  the  clock  had  struck,  a  voice  ex- 
cltdmed  :  "  Hanrliche,  it  is  time :  twice  silver, 
once  gold  I"  And  suddenly  a  dwarf,  clad  in  a 
variegated  doublet  that  was  ornamented  with 
several  rows  of  little  bells,  started  np,  and 
displayed  his  elfin  form  upon  the  summit  of 
the  clock. 

Although  bis  whole  stature  was  exposed  to 
view,  he  was  scarcely  as  tall  as  a  child  three 
years  old.  He  took  out  of  the  little  cavity,  from 
which  he  had  emei^ed,  two  cups  filled  with 
silver  eoins,  which  he  threw  to  the  farthest  part 
of  the  hall.  The  whole  party  rushed  to  possess 
themselves  of  a  share,  pushing  and  overturning 
each  other  in  unenviable  but  ludicrous  turmoil. 

When  the  confusion  had  ceased,  the  same 
voice  again  exclaimed :  "  Handiche,  now  the 
gold !"  The  dwarf  stooped  and  took  up  a  cup 
of  smaller  size  than  the  two  former,  but  filled 
with  ducats,  which  he  threw  to  the  extremity  of 
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the  room.  Tlie  eager  multitude  made  a  des- 
perate struggle  to  catch  some  drops  of  the  golden 
shower.  "  Each  hurtled  each ;" — they  grasped, 
they  snatched,  tbey  grappled,  they  rushed,  they 
fell.  Some  lay  gasping,  and  suffi>cated,  others 
writhing  and  screaming  with  pain  beueatb  their 
more  fortunate  companions;  Tictors  and  vaa- 
quished  were  blent  in  wild  diaordw.  Impreca- 
tic»is,  blows,  and  shouts  (^  joyance  helped  to 
increase  the  uproar,  nor  while  a  single  coin  was 
visible  did  the  conffict  terminate. 

The  clock  som  struck  twelre,  and  then  played 
a  tune,  after  which,  the  same  voice  was  heard  to 
otter  these  words :  "  Handiche,  do  your  duty, 
in  a  minute  the  box,  the  bos,  but  without  par- 
tiality, into  the  middle  of  the  room." 

The  greatest  silence  now  reigned ;  the  valets 
statioDed  themselves  in  a  row;  panting  with 
impatience  and  fear,  they  awwted  the  signal, 
"  struning  upon  the  start,  like  greyhounds  in  the 
slip."— The  ugnal  was  given  by  a  major-domo, 
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and  the  dwarf  launched  forth  the  box  from  hii 
fairy  hand. 

Never  did  ti^rs,  or  fJEimished  wolves,  pursue 
their  prey  with  a  fury  equal  to  that  of  the  menial 
throng  in  their  scramble  fur  the  prise.  One  of 
them,  missing  his  clutch,  n-as  knocked  down  hy 
another,  who  in  grasping  at  the  box,  struck  it 
agunst  the  wall,  from  which  it  rebounded  with 
violence.  Many  an  eager  hand  swooped  after 
it  in  its  descending  flight.  It  fell  and  mocked 
their  efforts.  Conspicuous  in  the  rushing  on- 
slaught, Kraiewski  beheld  the  valet  of  Mendou 
and  the  man  who  had  procured  him  admission 
to  the  park.  These  desperate  opponents  had 
fallen  upon  the  prey,  immoveable  as  mighty 
rocks,  and  eyeing  each  other  with  a  jackal's 
scowl.  The  rest  of  the  disputants  seeing  that 
the  spoil  would  infallibly  belong  to  one  of  the 
two,  gave  up  the  contest  by  one  accord.  Tho 
adversary  of  Mendoza's  servant,  bad  his  whole 
hand  upon  the  box,  while  the  other  held  it  by 


c.y  Google 


THE    BETENT£ENTH    CENTITBT.  333 

only  two  fingers,  but  witb  such  adamantioe  firm- 
neas,  that  it  appeared  fastesed  to  tiie  spot  with 
ban  of  iron.  They  both  contiDued  iocambeut, 
retaining  an  indissoluble  hold,  when  the  major- 
domo  having  approached,  listened  to  the  uminrea 
and  the  claims  of  the  rivals,  and  pronounced  in 
an  authoritative  tone,  a  sentence  which  decreed 
the  prize  to  the  man  who  had  his  whole  band 
upon  it.  But  Mendoza's  valet  insolently  denied 
the  justice  of  the  sentence,  and  refused  to  relax 
his  hold.  Then  at  a  signal  made  by  a  whistle, 
a  round  dozen  of  the  stoutest  and  moat  stalwart 
of  the  household  train,  came  ioto  the  room  by 
a  side  door,  and  stationed  themselves  round  the 
defeated  antagonist. 

"  Seize  upon  the  Ambassador's  servant,"  cried 
the  major-domo,  <'and  take  the  box  from  him.'' 

The  fracUous  ofiender  was  immediately  seized, 
his  hands  were  pinioned  over  his  breast,  and  all 
his  limbs  were  manacled  by  their  resistless 
bands :  no  alternative  was  left  him  but  to  yield 
to  necessity.     T^e  other  was  in  possession  of 
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the  box ;  and  on  opening  it,  he  was  not  a  little 
amazed,  to  behold  a  diamond,  the  value  of  which 
was  sufficient  to  secure  him  a  comfortable  com- 
petency for  the  remainder  of  his  days. 

Every  voice  now  pealed  forth  in  loud  accla- 
mations :  '*  Long  life  to  our  gracious  Sovereign 
Sigismund  III.!  glory  to  Poland!  glory  to 
Lithuania !  prosperity  to  the  house  of  Badriwitl !" 
and  these  umultaneous  shouts  were  followed  by 
a  flourish  of  trumpets,  during  which  the  fortu- 
nate scrambler  bore  off  the  prize  in  triumph. 

During  the  whole  continuance  of  the  ball, 
rilver  and  gold  were  to  be  distributed  in  the 
same  manner,  every  time  the  clock  struck. 

Kra'iewski,  on  leaving  his  station  among  the 
orange  and  lemon-trees,  had  ventured  into  a 
shaded  avenue,  and  thence  into  a  narrow  path, 
which  terminatfld  at  a  grove  in  the  margin  of 
the  park. 

Near  a  translucent  spring,  a  marble  statue  of 
the  Viigin  Mary  was  reared  upon  a  pediment  of 
the  same  material ;  here  he  paused,  and  gazed 
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Up  at  the  figure,  while  a  deTodonal  ecstacy 
thrilled  through  his  soul,  for  there  is  something 
in  the  immortal  spirit  of  man,  that  is  moved  and 
awed  hj  every  aeaotmiion  connected  with  the 
grand  mvsteriee  of  religion.  He  remained  for  a 
while  in  dlent  contemplation. 

The  music  had  now  ceased  its  strains ;  Mary 
fittjgued  with  dancing,  impatient,  and  eager  to 
penetrate  the  secret  of  the  flitting  form,  which 
she  had  seen  among  the  orange  trees,  selected 
a  moment,  in  which  she  thought  she  would  be 
unobserved,  to  steal  out  from  the  ball-room . 

Kraiewski,  who  was  still  standing  before  the 
statue,  believed  that  he  distinguished  a  human 
figure  moving  beneath  the  shade  of  the  foliage  ; 
he  concealed  himself  behind  a  tree,  and  soon 
discovered  Mary  advandng  with  an  air  of 
circumspection  to  the  spot  where  he  was 
standing. 

He  was  at  first  amazed  to  behold  her  alone  in 
the  garden,  and  imagined  that  Mendosa  or 
Denhof  would  not  delay  to  follow  her,  and  that 
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on«  or  the  other  of  them  had  asked  and  obt^ned 
a  secret  interview  in  order  to  make  k&ova  lus 
paaaion.  The  thought  excited  a  shudder  in  hta 
whole  frame,  and  hurried  his  hand  with  an  invo- 
luntary  movement  to  his  sabre's  hilt.  The 
sickening  pangs  of  jealousy  were  gnawing  at  his 
heart ;  the  cold  dew  stood  upon  his  brow,  and 
paleness  blanched  bis  cheek.  For  a  few  moments 
he  stood  in  trembling  agony,  but  when  no  one 
came  to  her,  his  jealousy  gradually  subsided, 
and  gare  place  to  feelings  of  the  tenderest 
interest 

Mary  drew  nearer  and  nearer,  pausing  and 
casting  a  timid  glance  around  her:  she  advanced 
— she  paused  once  more,— she  kneeled  before 
the  holy  image,  throwing  back  her  ebon  tresses, 
which  were  floating  among  the  leaves  and 
blossoms  of  the  garland  that  encircled  her  head 
— she  raised  to  heaven  those  lovely  eyes  with 
the  look  of  a  divinity. 

Kraiewski  from  his  covert  beheld  her  features 
.as  the  pale  moon-beams  streamed  upon  them,— 
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be  beheld  those  (Hvine  lioeainents,  those  toal- 
entrancing  looks,  animated  by  pure  and  fervent 
piety. 

Mary  then  sotUy  but  tfistinctly  pronounced 
her  orison ;  "  Oh  1  mj  &ther  1  pray  for  tn«l" 

Kiwew^  heard  her  solemn  invocation  and 
fell,  inroluntarily,  upon  his  knees. 

She  continued :  "Oh,  holy  Virgin,  intercede 
for  me  t  and  tlioa,  iskt,  mother  of  my  being  I 
may  tfay  spirit  pardon  me,  if  from  my  lips  an- 
other nsme  is  breathed  forth  in  my  prayers,  if 
another  image  is  cherished  in  my  eouL — 
Descend!  oh!  descend  &om  thy  heavenly  dwell- 
ing, come  to  the  asBistmce  of  thy  daughter, 
whom  thou  didst  so  soon  abandon ;  she  invokes 
thy  {Mty,  for  her  soid  is  kindled  with  bve,  while 
her  heart  is  sicken  with  sorrow.  O  God,  look 
down  with  compassion  upon  me,  stretch  forth  a 
protecting  hand  over  Stanislaus,  and  if  your 
immutable  decrees  will  not  permit  me  to  call 
him  husband,  abridge  the  span  of  my  days,  is 
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which  mj  life  will  wax  old  with  heaviness  and 
my  years  with  raouming." 

Here  her  tender  nature  gave  way,  her  emotion 
vented  itself  in  audible  sobs,  while  a  ringlet  of 
her  glossy  hair  escape  d  from  its  coDfinement 
and  yielded  itself  to  the  breath  of  the  wooing 
lephyr,  wluch  had  jiut  begun  to  whisper  in  the 
surrounding  trees. 

Kraiewski,  moved  even  to  tears,  could  do 
longer  remun ,  a  spectator  of  the  touching  scene : 
"Oh I  ever  mine!  my  dearest  Mary!  my 
divinity  on  earth  !"  cried  be,  springing  from  his 
concealment  and  throwing  himself  at  her  feet. 

Mary  uttered  a  subdued  cry,  recognising  him 
ere  the  sound  had  escaped  her  lips. 

"  Soul  of  my  soul  I"  exclwmed  Kraiewski ; 
"  I  have  heard  all  ;-rCome,  idol  of  my  heart. — 
The  whole  world  itself  is  valueless  in  comparison 
witb  thee." 

He  pressed  her  to  his  boeom — his  burning 
Ups  eneoiinteied  those  of  lus  well-beloved  and 
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their  breath  was  miDgled  in  a  long  and  rapturoiu 
embrace .  They  then  mutually  confided  to  each 
other  the  events  that  had  chequered  the  interval 
of  their  wpanUon. 

Kraiewski,  as  yet  unable  to  familiarise  hit 
mind  to  the  dazste  of  happiness,  which  had  just 
burst  upon  him,  contmued :  "  Is  it  then  true 
that  you  love  me,  Mary  ?" 

"  Yes  I  I  love  you  and  shall  lore  you 
ever." 

She  then  leaned  upon  his  shoulder  and  told 
him  bow  she  had  been  importuned  by  the 
advances  of  Denhof  and  Mendoza ;  the  latter 
indeed  she  esteemed  without  loving  him,  and  he 
i4>peared  to  be  in  high  favour  with  the  King  and 
the  Princess. 

Every  word  uttered  by  Mary  poured  the  balm 
of  contentment  into  the  heart  of  Kraiewski.  In 
the  excess  of  his  bliss,  he  answered  but  with 


The  two  lovers  now  kneeled  before  the  image 
of  the  Holy  'V^i^n,  and  beneath  the  starry 
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firmaineDt  bound  thenudves  hj  rows  of  eternal 
troth. 

Mary,  having  taken  from  har  finger  her 
mothei'B  ring,  presented  it  to  Kraiewski,  and 
accepted  from  him  a  limilar  pledge.  Then 
after  having  agreed  with  turn  reladToly  to  the 
line  of  conduct,  .which  she  should,  for  the 
future,  pursue,  and  having  declared  that  she 
thought  herself  under  an  obligation  to  make  an 
aTowal  of  everything  to  the  Princess,  she  coun- 
selled him  to  return  into  the  country  without 
delay,  solemnly  promiung  to  follow  him  thither 
as  soon  as  it  vas  in  her  power. 

The  two  lovers,  with  one  accord,  threw  down 
upon  the  rerdant  turf  nearly  all  the  money  con- 
tuned  in  their  purses. 

**  Here  heaTen  has  granted  me  the  h^piest 
moment  of  my  life,"  sud  Kraiewski,  drawing 
out  his  watch,  wlucb  was  of  great  ralue  ;  and 
adding  it  to  the  little  treasure  already  deporated, 
he  exclaimed  "  Let  Uua  spot  be  equally  pro- 
pitions  to  another." 
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-  Mary,'  feariog  that  her  long  ebsencfl  nughfr' 
give  occasion  to  suspicion,  sealed  ber  promisea 
with  reciprocated  kissea,  and  leguned  the  palace, 
followed  hf  the  parting  gaze  ol  Kraiewski,  till 
she  was  lost  to  his  obsemtiiKi. 

He  was  about  to  retire,  when  bis  atteetion 
was  attracted  by  a  gold  ehain,  which  was  lying 
upon  the  ground.  He  took  it  up  and  peroeived 
that  it  v&s  the  chain  to  which  was  suspended 
the  miniature  of  the  late  Queen,  which  be  knew 
bad  been  giren  her  by  the  King. 

After  having  assured  himself  that  no  one  bad ' 
been  a  witness  of  his  tender  interview,  he  r»> 
sumed  his  former  station  behind  the  orange  and 
lemon-trees.  Here  he  again  perceived  Mary, 
with  ber  features  no  longer  saddened  by  me- 
landioly,  bat  beaming  with  smiles  iond  joy.  The 
lUng  accosted  ber  and  asked  her  if  die  would 
like^n. 

'*  Your  majesty,"  said  she  ;  *'  it  is  a  beautiful 
country,  as  fame  depicts  it,  fiill  of  glorious  re- 

■      TOL.  11.  H 
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minisceoces  ;-<-I  ahouM  fetl  a  pteunn  in  tfiver- 
uog  it,  but  Dot  ID  iobabiting  H." 

"  You  are  peiiiaps  not  fond  of  traTelling  7" 

"  Yea,  your  Majee^,  I  ahoald  madi  like  t« 
Tiut  the  environa  of  oar  rich  Caipathiaii  d»- 
toicta,  where  the  ur  U  ao-  pure  and  aerene,— ^be 
•ceoerf  ao  picturesque  and  wild ; — for  these 
mountains,  though  they  cros*  the  middle  of 
Eurt^,  are  elmOBt  unknown." 

*■  It  ia  a  tour,  which  would  preaeat  too  manf 
difficuldea,  and  eren  great  daagen  to  a  lady." 

Hie  King  went  to  another  part  of  the  room. 
Mendoza  bit  Ida  lipe ;  Denhof  believed  biniwU' 
preferred,  and  appeared  triumphant. 

A  concluding  mazurka  had  juat  been  danced. 
Mary  accepted  Denhof's  invitation  to  be  bit 
partner.  Thia  fnTolons  favour,  united  to  Ina 
immeaautable  vanity,  so  blinded  him,  that  he 
thought  himself  the  undoubted  poaseaaor  of  her 


Mary,  however,  who  was  endowed  with  an 
excellent  heart,  deairona  of  softening  the  hanh- 
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Ben  of  the  species  of  senteoce,  which  she  bad 
pronounced  against  Mendosa,  by  her  remaria 
upoD  his  country,  went  of  her  own  accord  to 
dance  with  hun  in  like  manner. 

Thia  act  of  politeneai  nettled  Denbof,  but 
was  hofBoured  with  a  smile  of  approval  hj  the 
Princess. 

The  latter  now  aj^roadied  her  beautifitl 
friend,  end  looking  at  her,  with  a  steady  but 
affectionate  gaze,  said  to  her :  "  Your  little  walk, 
my  dear  Mary,  seems  to  hare  done  you  good ; 
it  has  dispelled  your  sadness  of  aspect" 

"  Yes,  my  dear  Princess,  I  fael  myself  the 
better  fior  it." 

**  What  have  you  done  with  the  miniature  of 
the  Queen?" 

Mary,  perceiving  that  she  had  kwt  it,  appeared 
a  little  eonfiised,  and  hesitatingly  replied,  that 
^e  had  protmbly  dropped  it  in  the  garden,  near 
the  spring. 

"  I  will  go  end  iotk  for  it  direcdy,  with  lan- 
terns," said  the  Princess. 
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"  IW  is  DOt  neceasary,"  replied  Maty,  "  for 
u  nobodjr  goet  that  way,  li  will  certainly  b« 
tmxad  in  tha  inorDiag,  on  the  spot  where  I 
dropped  it." 

The  Princes*  pereeived  the  great  ambarrass- 
taent  of  Mary,  and  said  no  mora.  Howerer,  as 
slie  was  well  acquainted  with  her  (Uspo^oot  it 
appeared  that  her  absence,  the  lose  of  the 
miniature^  and  above  all,  the  sudden  blush  that 
suffused  her  cheeks,  cert^nly  involred  some 
mystery.  The  cTeats  tliat  took  place  at  the 
fair  of  Komo  recurred  to  her  mind  ;  ^  recol- 
lected tba  invocatian  made  by  the  beautiful 
associate  of  her  perils,  when  they  were  on  the' 
pwnt  of  bacoming  a  prey  to  the  vioItoi,  and  it 
now  appeared  to  require  but  little  peoetrelioQ; 
to  aolve  the  enigma. 

At  this  nioin«it,  Deohof  was  engaged  in  % 
convenatiwi  with  Hereylia,  who  was  a  distin- 
gubhed  guest  at  the  f6te  given  by  Boeuka. 
As  she  Was  iranoticed  by  almost  every  one,  she 
was  delighted  to  chat  wilh  the  young  and  hand- 
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some  officer,  who  listeoed  to  her  rather  from 
notWes  of  pity,  and  because  ha  thought  her  ft 
useful  instnunent  for  discoyeriag  many  things 
relative  to  Mary,  than  on  account  of  uiy  plea- 
sure he  derived  fram  her  society. 

Hers^ia's  hearing  was  extremely  acute ;  while 
-convecung  with  others,  she  had  overheard  a  few 
words  of  tlie  recent  diidogue  between  the  Prin- 
cess and  Mary,  and,  judging  from  the  ooun- 
tenutcs  of  the  latter,  she  was  able  to  give  a 
good  guess  at  the  rest.  She  accordii^y  raised 
tier  eye<glas3,  and  while  lodcing  at  Mary,  was 
distortied  in  her  scrutiny  by  Denhof  asking  her, 
**  Is  she  not  beaodful  and  chaming  ?* 

"  Yes,  to  do  her  justice,  her  complexion  is 
tolerably  Uooming,  the  former  provincialism  of 
her  manners  has  been  corrected  by  the  diligent 
care  of  the  Princess,  and  there  are  certain 
pecqde,  wbs  think  her  handsome.  But  whom 
does  she  find  to  her  taste  ?  this  is  what  I  would 
fain  know." 
■   "Yet  I  would  venture  to  affirm,''  replied 
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Denhof,  *'  that  tnong  to  muf  young  penont 
present,  there  u  ose  to  whom  ihe  would  giw 
the  preference." 

"  Do  you  think  to  'f  aud  Benytia,  curting  bo- 
lip  urcastically. 

*'  Certainly,  I  do  think  Ks"  uiswered  Den- 
faof;  **8he  herself  is  darii,  thM*  ue  many  gen- 
tlemen here  of  a  hit  compleiion)  and  women 
love  by  contrariea." 

"Ahl  you  yourself  are  &ir,"rejoinedNMwlBka; 
"  but  yon  do  not  know  that  tba  J^ngKih  kdiei 
pride  tfaemselvea  on  being  eccentric,  and  diat 
Xhmt  attachments  go  by  the  rule  of  omtadio- 
tion.  For  my  part,  I  think  that  at  present  she 
has  a  predilecden  for  the  da^  rather  than 
the  fair.'' 

At  this  moment  Mary  apfnoacbed.  Hersylia 
accosted  her,  making  proteatationa  of  the  greatest 
fnendskip,  and  lavishing  every  sort  (rf  attention 
and  pf^teness  upon  her,  asked  her,  if  it  was 
long  unce   she  had  seen  Captain  Krai'ew^i. 

Thif  qoestitm  came  so  unexpectedly  apoa 
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Mary,  that  she  eoloured  deeply,  but  regained 
Irar  eomposiire  )n  an  ioatant,  and  returned  a 
pertinent  answer.     ■ 

Henylia,  with  a  malidous  pleasure,  continued 
her  attack.  ^'Hiat  is  a  beautiful  nag  upon 
your  finger,"  said  she ;  '*  and  if  I  did  not  see  it 
where  it  is,  I  would  haKard  tJw  assertion  that  i 
had  wen  it  upon  the  finger  of  another.  But  it 
is  Tery  laige  for  you.  My  dear  Mist  Mary, 
rfiew  me  the  other  ring  which  I  admired  a  little 
while  ago ; — and  do  let  ma  see  the  miniature 
of  the  deceased  Queen," 

Mary  affected  an  air  of  abstiaetedness,  and 
lent  a  deaf  ear  to  her  queationB,  though  the  very 
well  understood  the  drift  of  them. 

"  You  have  then  tost  them,"  continued  Her- 
sylia. 

*■  No ! — I  have  deposited  them  in  saiety,— i 
Bendes,  I  am  not  accountable  to  any  mortal 
for  my  aettons,"  replied  Mary,  in  a  tone  t4 
disfdeasure. 

HersyUa  was  reduoed  to  silence.    Mary  j<aned 
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emivemtiao  with  the  Couotess  Faitj,  and  her 
couun,  the  beautiful  Countees  Politylo,  to  whom 
■he  was  greatly  endeared. 

No  part  of  the  bantering  question  and  remarks 
of  Hetsylia  had  escaped  the  attention  of  Denhof. 
A  thorn  of  uneasitiess  goaded  him,  and  he  again 
came  towards  Hersylia,  who  knew  nothing  pod- 
tively  of  the  matters  on  whkh  Ae  had  toutdied, 
though  she  presumed  them  witii  tolerable  oor- 
lectoess.  She  now  iriiiqwred  to  Denhof,  "  It 
seems  that  Aa  excites  a  deep  interest  in  yoa." 

"  Certainly,  I  should  sooner  feel  an  interest 
fiw  a  beautiful  female  in  the  bloom  of  youth, 
than  for  one  whh  a  bald  bead  and  hollow  cheeks 
all  furrowed  with  wrinkles,  and  whose  whole 
eenversataon  is  a  tissue  of  ssrcBsms." 

Stung  by  these  mortifying  hints,  HersyUa 
withdrew  from  the  ball  room  into  on  adjoining 
qxurtnenL  The  gay  assemblage  now  thought 
o[  oonciuding  their  festive  pleasures.  The  day 
was  about  to  dawn  when  the  Prince  announced- 
tf>e   commencement  of   the  fin-works  in  the 
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•Ttnue  formed  b;  tlie  orai^  mad  lemon  trees, 
•ad  other  parts  of  the  garden. 

Kruewdu,  deeming  it  imprudeot  to  make  a 
longer  xtB,j,  made  his  egreu  by  the  ssms  door 
at  vhich  be  bad  eotered,  charmed  with  the 
brightest  illonotis  and  absorbed  in  dreams  of 
happiness.  In  bis  retreat  he  encountered  Jenny, 
who  matiifest«d  no  sarprise  at  his  appearance, 
and  gave  him  to  understand  that  she  had  been 
an  eye-witness  of  all  that  bad  taken  placa 
between  him  and  her  mistress,  adding  that  he 
had  nothing  to  fear  ra  that  respect,  and  the 
less  80^  as  Aa  had  for  a  long  time  suspected  the 
■sotiments  oi  Lady  Mirj,  and  had  placed  herself 
inlcotiODally  between  the  door  and  the  palace 
to  prevent  every  mi^p.  Kraiewski,  fully 
satisfied  on  this  head,  entrusted  to  Jeany  tha 
miniature  and  gtdd  cbua,  bade  her  adieu,  and 
made  the  best  of  his  way  from  the  piedncts-of 
the  palace. 

In  going  out  be  asked  the  sentinel  if  any  ona 
had  wished  to  enter  die  garden. 
uS 
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"Yes,"  replied  the  man,  <*twicedunDglli* 
last  half  hour  a  young  officer,  ^n  called  Iudit 
■elf  Baron  DenboC  would  by  all  means  pass, 
but  as  be  bad  no  catd,  in  conformity  with  ymir 
Lordship's'  instructions,  I  prevented  him  from 
«Rtering,  heedless  alike  of  his  soliutations  and 

thTSBtB." 

'*  You  have  acted  quite  right,  my  friend,  the 
Prince  will  approve  of  your  zeal,"  replied  he, 
giving  him  all  the  money  be  had  in  bis  pune. 

At  this  moment  the  fire-woi^  commenced, 
and  the  company  had  walked  into  the  garden 
to  view  them.  All  the  skill  of  pyrotecbuie 
dii^y  was  exhibited  on  this  occasion.  Sckreely 
less  than  the  ma^  of  eastern  tales  seemed 
capable  of  produring  such  an  endless  variety  of 
graphic  forms  in  divers  coloun.  The  initials 
of  the  King,  as  well  as  of  Mendoza*  and  Mary, 

*  Hendoiftii  not  an  ImaglDuy  penon^e;  he  wu  rMlljr 
Mntb?  Phillip  II.  King  of  Spain,  on  u  c^Md«l  embuiTlB 
tbo  Beign  or  Sigismandnl  til.  la  put  n  itap  to  the  iniulu 
comnttud,  a*  he  i^,  b;  the  Engliih,  Id  the  tine  of  Qneen 
EliMbath  npon  the  Bpanltb  rcMd*  trading  nlth  Pdudi  l»- 
diiidnds  of  Ihl*  name  lUll  nUt  in  Litbuanla,  in  the  OoiBnta 
vent  of  OimdiM. 
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were  launched  into  the  air  to  an  enonnoM 
height,  felling  in  showen  of  nuliant  sparidwj 
of  every  hue.  The  whole  garden  «u  in  a 
Uaie. 

Kniewski  had  not  proceeded  many  Mepa  from 
the  door,  when  at  the  eibremity  of  the  wall,  he 
■tumbled  against  Denhof,  who  seeniing  to  re- 
oogniae  the  man  whom  he  hod  shortly  befom 
ralntnniated,  bent  bis  e jea  to  the  ground,  unable' 
to  brook  bis  angry  and  terrific  glance,  lliey 
arrested  their  Eootsteps  ritnultaneoualy.  As  the 
pavement  was  very  narrow,  one  or  tfie  other 
wa*  cooitnuned  to  go  off  it.  Kiaiewaki  first 
broke  nlence  and  exclaimed  in  a  tone  of  menace, 
which  was  accompanied  by  a  violent  gesture 
with  the  hand ;  "  Make  room,  lieutenant,  we 
shall  see  each  other  again  ere  long." 

Denhof  quitted  the  pavement,  and  answered) 
**  It  is  poBuble." 

Kraiewski  in  a  fury  of  indignation  turned 
round,  sprung  towards  the  officer  at  a  single 
bound,  and  said  to  him  in  a  voice  of  wrathiul 
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Thaj  then  sopanted;  Denhof  beliered  that 
be  Bftw  Muy'a  riog  upon  his  rival's  finger. 
He  renemberad  the  careaBtic  obserratioDg  of 
Uers^ia,  lad  the  whole  truth  seemed  to  break 
is  iqx>n  his  miid ;  stung  to  the  quick,  he  re- 
tarned  no  more  to  the  baU.  Kraiewdi  ordered 
Us  carriage  uid  was  soon  on  the  vay  from 
Wiloa  to  RoBaayny. 
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Tbb  Carpathiac  mountains  occupy  the  middle 
of  Europe,  and  extend  ^m  Wallachia  to 
Bohemia;  they  formerly  separated  Hungary 
from  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  and  now  divide 
Hungary  from  AuBtro- Polish  Gallicia. 

This  mighty  chain  is  the  richest  and  broadest 
in  Europe,  and  neaiiy  equals  the  Pyrenees  in 
etsTation. 

Embracing  oil  the  mountains,  which  toe 
between  the  Dniester,  the  B<^,  the  Danube, 
tlie  Rhine,  and  the  Baltic,  they  are  composed  of 
aeveial  rery  jdiitiact  mosses,  with  intenrals  ia 
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whieh  the  ridge  lowen  very  coiutder^y.  The 
mott  eastern  maawB  are  known  by  the  name  of 
the  mountain!  of  TransylTania ;  then  come  the 
Carpathian!  properly  so  called,  or  the  Crs^iacki 
and  the  Tatres,  the  higheit  in  the  whole  system . 
By  comparing  the  y^etation  of  the  Alpi 
with  that  of  the  Carpathians,  it  ii  wen  that  the 
graminifeniui  tract!  of  MontanTert,  near  Qia- 
mouny,  at  the  height  of  five  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  twenty  four  feet,  are  clothed  with 
rich  vegetation,  whilst  on  the  Carpathian!  the 
graminiferouB  tracts  do  not  reach  above  four 
thousand  four  hundred  feet.  It  it  true,  that  in 
the  heat  of  summer,  the  cattle  are  leen  graui^ 
at  Woloteynia  and  Babia-Gora,  at  the  height  of 
live  thousand  three  hundred  feet,  and  that 
in  the  neigfabonrhood  of  Kieamarck,  formerly 
called  RzezUaania,  and  now  more  particularly 
known  by  the  name  of  Fkiichbank,  regetatiott 
flourishee  as  high  as  five  thousand  sii  hundred 
feet.  Iliere  are  five  lakes  at  the  elevation  of 
four  thousand  two  .hundred  feet.     Here  i» 
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•noUier  Uke  of  much  Uiger  dimenHbiu  tboq 
•D^  al  thoa,  named  Janoro  SybU,  Fish  Lake, 
■bonndiDg  io  fish,  of  tfao  ipaews  of  nlmo  alpiou* 
(Ub.)  and  also  another,  called  Oho  Mortkie, 
Eye  of  the  sea,  ritnatad  at  the  oorth  of  tha 
Tatres,  at  die  hoght  of  four  thousand  fire  faun- 
dred  sad  aiztjr  feet,  and  tha  depth  of  which  haa 
been  asoertamed  to  be  fire  hundred  and  eig^y- 
three  feet  This  lake  has  neither  plants  nor 
trees  in  his  ndnity.  There  are  not  the  least 
signs  of  vegetable  life  near  it,  nor  are  there  anj 
fish  in  its  waten.  Another  lake  bearing  tha 
name  of  Czanti  Jezioro,  Black  Lake,  utuated 
at  the  height  of  four  thousand  fire  hundred  and 
twelve  feet,  presents  the  same  circumstances. 

The  hi^er  the  traveller  ascends  the  Carper 
thiana,  the  fewer  trees  meet  his  e^,  if  we  except 
service  trees,  black  Iniches,  and  the  willow, 
wtueh  are  common  in  all  parts.  While  m  tfie 
new  world  at  Peru,  trees  and  Amhs  are  fonad 
at  elevations  as  high  as  eleven  thousand  feet ; 
on  the  Alps  as  lugh  as  five  tbmuand  four  buiiv 
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dred  f«et;  i^n  the  OirpadiMni,  ia  their  iihiA» 
extent,  aod  at  the  49tit  degne  ct  latitude,  the 
oak  ceuei  to  grow  at  the  h^ht  of  two  thooBanid 
four  hundred  feet,  and  the  other  traea  ludi  aa 
Um  maple,  beech,  fir,  larch,  and  yew,  are  not  to 
be  met  -with  higher  than  foiu:  thoueaad  three 
hundred  feet  abore  the  le?el  of  die  sea. 

Su(^  IB  Bot  the  case  iiowever  with  the  wild 
goats  and  royal  eagle^  which  abonnd  espeduUly 
in  the  Ticiattj  of  the  Great  Kolbach,  which  is 
teren  thouEsinl  nine  handred  and  eight  feet 
•bare  the  brel  of  the  fidtic.  The  eagle  pursuet 
Uie  wild  goat,  end  when  be  has  oreitakea  the 
asiiDal,  begins  with  plockhig  out  its  eyee,  to 
prevent  it  fnm  eecafuag,  and  tlien  tears  ont  its 
entrailB. 

One  9!  the  highest  puka  oC  the  Carpathians 
is  the  Great  Ks^ak,  wluch  the  Moontaineers 
m  that  distriot  call  Wyaofia  ;  it  is  denQaioated 
bydwOenBansLomDixer-Spitxe.  Has  peak,  at 
the  foot  of  wbidi  is  the  Frog  lake  Jiuiflfv  Zaiie, 
rum  to  the  hMg^t  of  tea  thoasabd  two  hundred 
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and  twenty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
lliese  deserted  regions,  covered  with  eternal 
snow,  and  to  which  the  raya  of  the  sun  do  not 
penetrate  more  than  three  hours  a  day  in  th« 
months  of  June  and  July,  present  a  scene  of  the 
most  terrific  solitude.  These  precipitate  masses 
contun,  according  to  popular  tradiUon,  treeanrea 
buried  in  the  depths  of  the  rocks.  The  super- 
stitious Mountaineers  believe  that  they  can  be 
discovered  only  by  the  invocation  of  certain 
spirits ;  they  possess  books,  whether  printed  or 
manoscript,  which  they  carefully  conceal,  and  in 
wluch  they  hope  to  find  the  secret,  the  talisman, 
and  the  necessary  signs  for  effecting  the  dis- 
covery: but  what  is  worthy  of  observation  ifi 
this,  is  that  among  the  spirits,  which  their  blind 
credulity  leads  them  to  invoke,  are  found  the 
names  of  Amscbapands  and  Bachman,  guardian 
angels,  known  only  in  the  religion  of  the 
Persians. 

Of  all  the  bleak  and  solitary  reservoirs  formed 
by  the  hollows  of  these  mouittaios,  the  Qneo 
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Lake,  called  Zielona  Woda,  green  water,  it  the 
niMt  euriotu ;  its  waters  aj^ar  perfectly  green, 
wbile  the  same  water  in  a  glass  is  coloorless 
and  limpid.  The  reflection  of  the  surrounding 
rocks,  cohered  with  a  green  lidien,  produces  this 
•£bct. 

Yflt  amid  all  the  vildness  and  desolation  of 
these  barren  and  snow-clad  steeps  here  and 
there  are  to  be  seen  patches  of  verdure  that 
direruly  the  broad  expanses  of  snow.  These 
grassy  spots  are  covered  with  mala  tricolor, 
gentiana  pttnetata,  aconitum  napellui,  hieraeiitm 
alpinttm,  tedieularis  laponica,  potetttUla  avrta, 
rammaiba  gladalU,  ^c  In  other  respects 
these  mount^ns  prqseatthe  same  phenomena  as 
the  Alps,  such,  for  instance,  as  that  of  Me  gardta, 
which  the  wonder^^eeking^  traveller,  though 
auTTounded  by  dangers,  visits  in  the  prosimity 
of  Mont  Blanc  In  short,  whilst  on  the  most 
elevated  peaks  of  Krywan,  Kolbaeh,  and  the 
Great  Krapak,  at  eight  thousand  feet  above  the 
t«ve)  of  thfl  sea,  Id  the  49th  degree  of  latitude, 
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all  ngtu  of  vegetation  disappear,  and  the  eame 
tikM  pUce  throughout  the  whole  geolo^cal 
kystem  of  the  Carpathiaiu,  jet  near  the  town  of 
Qiuto  in  America,  at  the  tame  eloTation,  and 
doBfl  to  the  equator,  nature  adorns  the  loil  with 
rich  Terdure,  and  spleadid  trees. 

Amongst  the  natural  curioutiet  on  the  Car- 
pathiana,  we  must  notice  thon  tracts  of  smoking 
ground,  near  Spitkowtx,  in  the  middle  of  an 
immense  plun,  in  a  barin  three  thousand  feet 
deep)  amid  vast  grassy  lawns.  This  smoldng 
ground  extends  several  leaguesi  occarioning  do 
alarm  to  the  mhabitants,  to  whom  this  striking 
phenomenon  is  the  source  of  comfort  and  abun- 
dance. 

The  duun  lowers  in  Morayia,  but  imme> 
diately  after  rises.  The  order  of  the  long  range 
is  as  follows:  First,  the  mountains  of  Bohemia, 
wiiich  encompass  an  immense  table-land,  and 
bear  in  succession  the  names  of  the  great  and 
little  Sudetes  or  Ertzgelnrge,  or  metallic  moun- 
tains.    Ilwn  cooies  the  Thuringian  jnl^  after-' 
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whole  sTBtem,  Ustly,  the  HeasUti  pile,  which 
extandi  ai  far  aa  the  Biune,  below  whidi  in  tb* 
Deighboorhood  of  Mayeace,  it  jam  the  itorthera 
axtrankiea  of  thia  Alps. 

The  summits  of  the  Carp^hian  system  atretdi 
in  a  downward  lUrection  at  four  distinct  points, 
not  differing  greatly  from  tho  four  cardina) 
points.  The  eastern  descent,  where  the  Boh, 
the  Dniester  and  sonw  other  riven  that  fiow 
into  the  Black  Sea,  take  their  rise :  almost  all 
the  waters  of  the  south  are  poured  into  the 
Danube  ;  towards  the  west  the  Rhine  reeeiTOs 
them ;  those  of  the  north  disembogue  themselves 
into  the  Bug,  the  Vistula,  the  Elbe  and  tha 
Weser.  All  the  northern  part  of  the  system 
fionna  an  immense  plab,  which  slopes  gently 
to  the  Baltic ;  thus  the  riven  last  mentioned 
are  slnggpah  aod  the  lands  through  which  they 
flow,  are  often  filled  with  vast  lakes  and 
marshes. 

"Die  C^rpat^ian  tmnge,  dia  ncbest  in  Eun^j 


c.y  Google 


VOTSfl.  S6I 

aiq^es  all  sorts  of  metals,  in  great  tbundance ; 
gold  bowflver  is  found  priodpally  npoD  tfa« 
•outhera  eidet  in  Hunguy.  Theie  wne  also 
on  the  Poli^  aide,  two  goki  minea  and  tome 
nlver  nines  near  01k  luz,  which  the  Swedei 
destroyed. 

Not  &r  ^m  Cracow,  at  Bochnia  and 
.Vielicika,  opposite  to  Hungary,  are  the  moat 
extensive  salt  mines  on  the  continent; — inex- 
haiutable  sources  of  great  opulence.  In  the 
deep  salt  caverns  of  Vieliczka  there  is  a  large 
lake,  which  is  distinguished  by  extraordinary 
peculiarities.  Tin  is  found  in  Bohemia;  silver 
and  gold  appear  to  be  appropriated  by  lliuiiBgia 
and  the  Hartz. 

The  whole  mountain  range  of  the  CarpatUans, 
properly  so  called,  extending  zig-2Bg,  more  than 
eight  hundred  and  thirty  English  miles,  is  under 
Austrian  domination.  The  greatest  part  of  the 
lummits  are  covered  with  eternal  snow,  and  im- 
penetrable fbreats  crown  their  sides.  Immeese 
Ufces  are  ofiea  doomed  to  stagnate  in  eternal 
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itnpiuonment  beneath  the  firowtu  of  the  gigantie 
masaes  aronnd  them. 

At  the  foot  of  them  moimtuns  then  are 
tome  mioeral  waters  at  Bardiew  and  m  other 
parts  on  Uie  Hungarian  ude.  Among  the  lakes 
that  on  Monkie>Oko  (the  eye  of  the  tea),  vt 
which  we  have  already  spoken,  is  the  moat  wordiy 
of  notice.  Its  water,  although  extremely  cold^ 
nerer  freeees.  Not  far  hence,  there  is  a 
picturesque  and  wild  caTom,  in  which  the  echo 
is  several  times  repeated.  Of  all  mountains 
the  CarpaUiians  ere,  perhaps,  the  most  majeitie, 
the  most  arid,  and  the  least  known.  They  difier 
UDgularly  from  other  mouDtains  in  other 
particulars,  and  in  this  especially,  tbattbebtops 
are  much  broader  in  proportion  to  their  bases, 
a  feature  of  which  no  parallel  is  known  Uirou^ 
out  the  world. 

In  the  Alps,  the  Pyrenees,  the  Apennines, 
there  are  numerous  roads  and  beaten  paths; 
each  nek,  each  cavern,  almost  every  mouDtun^ 
ud  large  tree,  an  known  is  all  tbnr  detailst 
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travellen  without  number  hare  viewed,  eia> 
mined,  deteribed  them, — whilst  in  the  Carpathian 
mountain!,  in  iriiich  there  are  only  three 
)»acticable  roads,  the  one  to  Bukorina,  the 
aecond  near  Dukia,  the  third  in  Silesia  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Teszyn,  with  but  a  few  perilous 
passes  bemdes,  all  is  supposition,  nncertainty, 
mystery.  They  are  seen,  and  that  is  nearly  all, 
for  they  are  but  very  slightly  known,  neither 
are  there  any  small  towns,  inns,  nor  resting  places 
amongst  tliem. 

llie  population  of  them,  however,  amounts 
to  two  hundred  thousand  inhabitants,  for  the 
moat  port  brigands  by  profesuon,  and  leading 
almost  the  life  of  savages. 

They  have  over  them  chiefe,  resembling  the 
diieb  of  clans,  to  whom  they  render  an  imperfect 
obedience.  These  chiefa  sometimes  wear  an 
eagle's  plume  on  their  hat,  and  round  their 
necks  a  cord,  decorated  with  pieces  of  gold.  The 
ordinary  costume  of  the  Mountuneers  is  com- 
posed of  a  short  tunic  of  grey  cloth,  confined  at 
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the  waiat  by  a  leatheni  belt,  to  i^cli  are 
attached  on  the  left  aide  a  sort  of  hanger  and 
a  small  axe,  which  they  are  so  skilful  in  hurling, 
that,  at  the  distaace  of  firty  yards,  they  inbllibly 
destroy  a  man  or  a  beast  A  large  collar*  foiling 
over  their  shoulders,  a  broad-brimmed  straw-hat, 
tight  trousers,  and  commoo  buskins,  are  the 
characteristics  of  their  attire. 

They  have  commonly  blue  or  grey  eyes,  and 
thick  brown  hair  desccudiog  in  long  flowii^ 
locks  behind.  They  are,  generally  speaking, 
handsome,  tall,  well-formed,  and  possess  extra- 
ordinary strength,  agility,  and  address.  They 
preserve  their  fre^ness  of  complexion  and  their 
bodily  vigour  to  a  late  period  of  human  life, — It  is 
uncommon  to  see  amongst  them  a  man,  who  has 
grey  hur  before  he  has  attained  his  eightieth  year. 

The  women  are  also  tall  and  handsome,  -and 
frequently  afford  proofs  of  their  fecundity,  after 
they  are  fifty  years  old. 

*  Thn«  coltan  are  not  a«cd  in  all  parti  of  tlie  OsrpathiaB 
monntalM. 
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There  have  been  instances  of  Gallician  nobles 
espousing  Carpathian  girls  of  humble  birth. 

The  men  have  a  custom  of  shaving  off  their 
hair  round  their  forehead.  When  a  youth  has 
readied  his  eighteenth  year,  his  friends  and 
relativee  are  invited  to  a  f£te,  in  which  the 
f<^owing  ceremony  takes  place  ;  all  the  com- 
pany go  out  of  the  house ;  the  youth  stands  out- 
side, his  mother  takes  hold  of  his  hair,  and  holds 
it  up  against  the  door ;  his  father  at  the  dbtance 
of  eighteen  yards,  a  number  corresponding  to 
his  age,  hurls  his  axe  and  cuts  off  his  son's  hair. 

The  Mountaineers  live  upon  milk-diet, 
barley-bread,  maize  (kukurydza),  and  the  pro- 
duce of  the  chase. 

They  possess  fire-arms,  in  the  uia  of  which 
diey  excel,  and  the  Carpathians  abound  with 
every  sort  of  ^me. 

Beudes  bears,  wolves,  lynxes,  stags,  roes, 
and  wild-goats;  there  are  birds,  animals,  and 
reptiles,  that  are  rare  in  other  places,— amtHigst 
these  rarities  there  are  black  foxes,  grey  wolves, 
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uoicom  goats,  and  a  race  of  excellent  horses 
called  hocufy  of  a  middling  site,  but  very 
long  in  the  body,  whidi  climb  with  facility  tip 
mountaiiu  and  rocks  scarcely  accessible  to  a 
goat. 

The  inhabitants  possess  in  an  eminent  degree 
the  qualities  of  men  who  are  not  greatly  re- 
moved from  primitive  nature.  Tliey  are  proud, 
faithful  in  their  engagemente,  grateful,  impla- 
cable m  their  hatred. 

The  BolemnilJea  attending  marriage,  birth, 
buiial,  bear  the  impress  of  originality  mingled 
with  great  superstition.  Tlie  aaine  might  be 
8ud  of  other  customs  prevalent  amongst  them. 
Hieir  religion  is  a  curious  compound  of  chri». 
tiaoity,  and  the  vestiges  of  an<nent  idolatry. 
Tlwtr  language  in  the  East,  towards  IHosyl- 
vania,  is  a  mixture  of  Polish  which  predominates, 
Hungarian,  Moldavian,  and  SolaveniaB.  The 
greatest  part  of  their  piietts  are  Unists,  (or 
Greek  Catholics)  Unici. 

There  are  on  the  Carpathians,  indiwiduals, 
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who  are  boro,  and  who  die  without  ever  going 
down  to  the  plains.  Some  engage  in  Bmuggling 
Hungarian  wines,  and  at  times  shew  themselves 
in  great  nanberB  in  the  fairs  to  purchase  salt 
and  gunpowder,  and  to  vend  skins.  They  are 
then  all  armed,  not  only  with  their  axes,  but 
with  short  staves  called  Kitai'escka,  incnisted 
with  ulex,  which  they  handle  with  great  dex- 
teri^,  and  with  which  they  can  eanly  break  the 
best  sabres.  When  they  make  thmr  appearance 
in  any  place,  they  know,  by  means  of  a  chain  of 
spies  maiotainiog  an  ea^  correspondence,  that 
the  troops  are  not  presort,  or  that  their  nnmber 
is  very  small. 

The  fbllomng  u  the  manner  In  which  they 
pnfwa  th»v  Kita'iea^it:  they  talect  a  young 
tree,  either  a  crab  or  a  pear  ti^  perfectly 
stnight)  of  aboot  an  inch  in  diameter.  They 
than  incrttst  upon  the "  whole  sorface  of  it, 
fragmoDts  of  nlex ;  a  year,  or  longer  after,  when 
the  hmk  of  the  tree  haa  grown  over  them,  they 
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cut  down  the  tree  and  leave  it  to  dry  in  the 
Bun ;  they  then  trim  and  fashion  it  into  a  staff, 
which  in  this  manner,  is  covered  with  an  incrus- 
tation of  ailex,  and  which  b  then  capable  of 
inflicting  very  dangerous  wounds. 

Thcj  have  a  spedes  of  dance  amongst  them, 
wiiich  a  stranger  can  scarcely  behold  without 
shuddering.  During  its  continuance,  they  whirl 
their  axes  around  the  head  of  their  partneis,  in 
the  most  fearful  proximity. 

Some  Polish  nobles  inhalnt  castles  in  the 
branches  of  the  Carpathian  mountuna,  and  not 
unfrequentJy  are  tJie  owners  of  forest,  fifteen 
leagues  in  length,  but  as  they  are  prevented 
from  turning  these  possesnons  to  advantage 
through  the  impracticability  of  communicatim, 
they  are  scarcely  of  any  value. 

In  certun  parts  of  the  Carpathian  mountains, 
the  inhabitants  are  bound  to  pay  to  the  liege- 
lords  a  tribute  consistiiig  of  eggs,  game,  skins 
pf  wild  ammals :  but  for  the  collection  of  these 
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tributes,  recourse  to  an  armed  forc^  is  for  the 
most  part  ludispenBable ;  od  these  occasions, 
the  Aostrians  are  accustomed  to  invest  certain 
spots  witii  their  troops  to  oblige  the  moun- 
taineers to  enter  their  service.  At  the  first 
appearance  of  soldiers,  all  is  in  movement,  all 
retire  to  their  fastnesses,  and  as  the  inhabitants 
have  a  perfect  knovrledge  of  every  locality,  it  is 
almost  impassible  to  overtake,  or  even  pursue 
them  far.  Stones  and  axes  hurled  by  an 
inviuble  hand,  and  the  fire  of  musketry  from 
secret  coverts,  spread  death  amongst  their  pur- 
suers. 

This  wild  and  irregular  warfare  is  carried  on 
without  mercy  on  both  sides.  Experience, 
however,  has  shewn  that  the  voice  of  gentleness 
subdues  them  more  readily  than  brute  force, 
which  frequently  drives  them  to  exasperation 
without  attuning  its  object. 

Some  persons  from  a  spirit  of  curiosity,  who 
have  formed  an  acquaintance  with  some  of  the 
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influential  mountaioeera,  bare  ventured,  under 
thar  protectioD,  ■into  the  interior  of  thtaexten- 
uve  chain,  and  hare  been  very  well  received. 

Their  habitations  are  wretched  huta,  built 
aometiines  upon  rocks  and  declivities  on  the 
very  verge  of  predpices,  which  the  eye  scarcely 
dares  to  fathom.  Tlie  entrance  into  these  hats 
IB  made  ruther  through  a  hole  than  a  door. 
■"nie  master  of  the  abode,  after  having  made  a 
sign  of  peace,  offers  hia  guast  salt  and  barley- 
bread,  then  after  a  few  customary  congratu- 
lattons,  he  introduces  his  wife,  if  she  is  still 
young,  or  the  eldest  of  his  marriageable 
■daughters,  in  case  t^e  advanced  age  of  the 
visitor  does  not  warrant  a  supporition  that  be 
may  be  insensible  to  the  glances  of  the  fair  sex ; 
he  then  goes  out  mth  the  rest  of  the  inmates, 
commands  his  daughter,  or  his  better  halt  to 
treat  his  friend  with  kindness,  and  to  lock  the 
door  inside.  He  does  not  return  before  the 
young  female  opens  the  door  and  shews  hereelf. 
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He  then  returns  to  thank  the  stranger  for 
having  honoored  him  with  his  visit,  regales 
him,  frequently  iDvites  him  to  spend  the  night 
under  his  roof,  gives  him  every  information  he 
may  require,  and  in  case  of  need,  conducts  him 
back  in  safety. 

Something  similar  to  this  exists  among  the 
Rotkolniki  alartniercg,  Ruanan  puritans,  who 
after  forty-five  years  of  age,  mutilated  them- 
selves  voluntarily. 

When  an  aged  man  appears  among  these 
mountaineers  they  surround  him.  request  him 
to  bless  them,  offer  him  refreshment,  and  urge 
him  to  give  them  counsels,  and  to  relate  adven- 
tures, to  which  they  listen  with  avidity. 

If  they  behold  a  stranger,  unaccompanied 
by  a  guide,  well  clothed,  and  provided  with 
handsome  arms,  they  seldom  fail  to  assassinate 
faim. 

The  dangers  of  &n  excursion  over  these 
mountunous  tracts  have  long  discouraged  the 
boldest  travellers;   thus  the  feeble  light  that 


c.y  Google 


378  MOTSS. 

glimmered  from  vague  notionB,  fabulous  legends 
and  dubious  writJngB,  combined  with  the  pBucitf 
of  observBtioiis,  of  wluc^  a  few  penons  had 
been  able  to  possess  themselves  privily,  formed 
the  sum  total  of  knowledge,  which  bad,  till 
lately,  been  obtuned  with  reference  to  this  lidi 
and  curious  range,  abounding  in  metals  to  give 
employment  to  the  industry  of  man,  and  replete 
with  so  many  objects  of  interest  for  the  re- 
searches of  sfuence. 

It  is  to  be  remariced,  that  as  tite  Carpathian 
mountains  formerly  separated  the  empire  of 
Austria  from  Poland,  and  as  there  were  scarcely 
ever  any  serious  wais  between  these  two  states ; 
as  besides,  these  mountains  by  their  geogra- 
phical position,  are  not  Uke  the  Alps,  the  nodus 
of  communication  between  France,  Germany, 
and  Italy,  the  soft  and  beautiful  climate  of 
which  never  ceased  to  attract  its  eager  and 
various  invaders,  the  little  attention  bestowed 
on  these  mountwnous  districts  must  be  attri- 
buted, rather  to  their  small  political  importance, 
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than  to  an;  difficulty  of  approaching  them. 
To  the  same  cause  may  be  referred  the  neglect 
of  the  great  metallic  stores  locked  up  in  these 
mighty  masses,  and  the  want  of  roads,  which 
would  cost  enormous  sums  of  money,  while 
there  would  be  no  probability  of  any  real 
advantage  being  deriTed  from  them,  even  in 
the  coarse  of  many  years. 

The  climate  in  the  environs  of  the  Carpa- 
thian mountains  is  very  agreeable,  the  air  is 
salubrious  and  delightful ;  horses,  game,  and  all 
the  necessaries  of  life  are  abundant  and  cheap. 
It  is  only  towards  the  East,  that  the  toterior  ot 
these  mountainons  regions  is  but  [itde  known. 

Beyond  them  there  is  no  longer  any  resdge 
of  the  Polish  language  in  ita  purity;  it  is, 
however,  spoken  towards  the  West,  where  the 
inhabitants  are  all  Catholics. 

During  the  war  of  1831,  these  mountuneen 
openly  manifested  their  sympathy  with  the 
PoleR :'  for  whose  success  they  offered  up  public 
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pnyen,  and  often  iaquirad  in  tbnr  vattejm 
whether  their  ancient  brathran,  erf  the  pluns 
beyond  the  Son,  had  racoeeded  in  repelUng 
their  opprenors  to  the  other  tide  of  the  black 
river,  and  the  blue,  (tfiey  tbtu  dengnate  tlie 
Dxirina  and  the  Dmeper.) 
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PagtViO. 

PoLEsaiA,  properly  bo  called,  which  formed 
in  a  great  measure  the  palatinate  of  Brzesc- 
LJteski.  was  bounded  on  the  north  by  Black- 
Russia,  on  the  east  by  the  Dnieper,  on  the 
soQth  by  Volhynia,  on  the  west  by  Podlachia 
and  the  palatinate  of  Lublin.  Hie  whole  length 
of  Polessia,  from  Vhxlava*  tm  the  Bug  to  Csar- 
nobyl  at  the  confluence  of  the  Pripetz  and  the 
Dnieper,  was  from  140  to  150  English  miles ; 
its  breadth,  on  both  sides  of  the  Pripetz,  from 
ICletzk  to  Stepan,  from  tOO  to  125  English  miles. 
Polessia  is  divided  into  three  parts,  Folesua 
prt^r,  or  Lithuanian  Polessia  on  the  north- 
west, Volhynian  Polessia  on  the  south-west,  and 
that  of  the  Ukraine  or  of  Kior  on  the  soutli-east. 

*  In  tbe  Polish  IhcTF  U  no  t>  only  w,  irbieb,  with  all  oUkt 
leitert,  hu  lb  proper  anehuige>bte  ilgalBcaUuD. 
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Nest  to  Pinsk,  tbe  capital  of  all  Polessia, 
the  principal  towns  are  Kovel,  Ratno,  Korzec, 
Dombrovica,  Rafalovka,  Orrucz,  MoKjr,  Czar- 
toryak,  Stolio,  Lubieszov,  &c. 

Tbe  wbole  country  abounds  in  marehes, 
forests,  rivers,  and  lakes.  The  niaTBhes  of  Pinsk, 
as  they  are  denomioated,  comprehend  all  the 
marshes  of  Polessia. 

Lithuanian  Folesua  belongs  almost  entirely 
to  the  government  of  Minsk;  Volfaynian  Poles- 
sia to  the  government  of  Volhynia ;  tbe  Ukrai- 
nian Polessia  to  the  government  of  KTov. 

Tlie  Polish  word  Poliae,  celled  in  French 
PoUuie,  in  English  Polesia  or  Polessia,  signifies 
low  grounds,  covered  with  forests  and  thick 
underwood. 

The  scene  of  the  serpents,  which  we  have  just 
introduced,  is  not  a  fiction.  During  the  insmr- 
recUon  of  Kosciuseko,  General  Vyszkowdd,  in 
passing  from  the  Ukruna  to  join  the  national 
armyt  after  having  twice  beaten  the  Russians, 
who  opposed  his  progress,   plunged  into  the 
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heart  of  PoleBsto,  between  Ratno  and  Kamien- 
kossyrski,  a  wretched  biccque,  belonging  to 
Count  Kissi^ki,  pompously  dignified  with  ihe 
hi^-soundiDg  appellation  of  a  little  toten,  above 
which  lifts  its  lowly  head  a  tittle  house,  yclept  a 
castle,  looking  down  most  manfully  upon  the 
miry  demesne  below,  and  met  with,  upon  an 
enonnous  dike,  innumerable  knots  of  seqients 
that  were  wanning  themsekes  in  the  sun.  They 
extended  aa  lar  as  the  eye  could  reach,  neither 
the  van-guard  of  the  cavalry  nor  the  artillery 
could  proceed,  and  cannon  were  fired  to  clear 
the  road.  Tbe  Russians,  who  followed,  were 
stoi^d  by  the  same  obstacle. 

BieUkavola  now  belonp  to  Nicodem  Orzoszsko, 
who  has  been  for  some  years  in  possession  of 
this  fine  doraun,  the  description  of  which  is 
perfectly  exact  and  true.  The  two  personages 
here  named  are  tbe  author's  cousins. 

The  rivers  which  flow  near  I^nsk,  are  tbe 
same  that  traverse  Polessia.  Amongst  many 
lakes,  there  is  one  between  Polessia  and  Black- 
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Russia,  called  Zyd  or  Kniaz,  fifty-five  English 
miles  in  circumference,  and  perhaps  the  largest 
in  all  Lithuania. 

The  Drigin  of  Pinsk  is  lost  in  the  darkness  of 
remote  antiqmty.  It  was  one  of  the  principal 
cities  of  ab(»ent  Poland.  It  is  situated  on  a 
small  eminence  on  the  bank  of  the  Hna,  in  a 
territory  watered  by  fifteen  fordable  rivers,  of 
which  the  Jas'folda,  the  Styr,  the  Stramien,  the 
Slucz  are  the  most  considerable,  all  tributary 
to  the  Prypetz,  which  comreys  its  waters,  thus 
augmented,  into  the  mighty  Dnieper. 

Rnsk  formerly  belonged  to  the  palatinate  of 
Brzesc-LJteski,  but  after  the  second  dismem- 
berment  of  Poland,  merged  into  the  government 
of  Minsk,  and  stjll  remained  the  chief  town  of 
the  district. 

In  the  year  \'JSl,  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Lithuanians,  being  taken  by  storm  by  Duke 
Skirmund,  and  its  inhabitants  put  to  the  sword. 
Then,  after  the  death  of  Gedymin  and  the 
division  of  his  vast  states  among  his  numerous 
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poiterity,  Nftrymuat  inherited  this  town,  whieh 
afterwards  went  to  the  son  of  Korrygiello,  Vas- 
^-CiartorTslci,*  who  took  the  title  of  Prince  of 
Rnsk,  and  was  the  stock,  whence  sprang  the 
illustrious  family  of  that  name.  In  the  middle 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  in  the  disastrous 
reign  of  John  Caaimir,  during  the  terrible  revolt 
of  the  Cossacks  under  Cbmielnidd,  it  ex- 
perienced once  more  all  the  horrors  of  war,  for, 
whether  from  premature  fear,  or  with  the  hope 
of  deserring  a  certain  amount  of  favour  frttqi 
that  daring  and  renowned  chief  of  a  rebel  horde, 
the  authorities  of  this  town  threw  open  the 
gates ;  but  it  was  burned  by  the  ruthless  ass^l- 
aots,  after  having  been  pillaged  for  three  days. 

The  Poles,  after  having  defeated  the  Cossacks 
several  times,  and  entirely  crushed  the  rebellion. 


*  Prince  AdtTn-CMrtorjtki,  tha  eat«cm«d  fViend  of  Lord 
Dodlcy  Stewart,  well  koown  ia  Engluid,  tnd  dittlngniihcd 
fcrbliTlrtDM,  bli  uuclGt;  and  peneveranee  for  improTlng 
the  eondlttoD  of  Poluid,  ii  a  d«Mendtnt  of  Tanil-Ciarto- 
TjAi. — Stt  Count  Henry  Knuitukpt "  PolUh  Arittotraey," 
jmUMtd  by  Mr.  tftwhy. 
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won  appeared  before  IHiuk,  which  they  re- 
captured by  main  force. 

Detenniaed  upon  making  a  severe  exsmple 
of  the  inhabitants,  who  had  been  &Tounible  to 
the  enemy,  they  inflicted  heavy  punidiment 
upon  them. 

This  town  has  never  been  able  to  recover  its 
ancient  splendour,  since  it  was  sacked  and 
burned  by  the  Cossacks :  but  the  rains,  which 
are  found  near  it,  seem  to  give  evidence  that  it 
was  formerly  larger  and  more  populous.  At 
the  present  day  the  finest  of  its  buildings  are 
the  splen^d  church  of  the  Jesuits,  and  a  college 
anciently  founded  by  Prince  Stanislaui  Radn- 
will,  and  given  up,  by  Older  of  the  government, 
to  the  Greco-Russian  priests.  In  this  church 
reposes  the  body  of  the  happy  Boboli,  which  was 
brought  from  Janow. 

Some  Catholic  churches,  in  which  the  FranciB> 
cans,  Bemardins,  and  Dominicans  perfonn  the 
duties  of  the  holy  ministry,  together  with  some 
lai^  convents,  a  few  brick-built  houses,  and  <me 
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palace  only,  known  by  the  appellation  of  Mury 
the  Wales,  still  adorn  the  town.  In  1829,  the 
population  was  6000,  the  fourth  part  of  that 
number  being  Jewa. 

Becddes  Finsk,  Lahiszjrn,  Fiaseczno,  Lu- 
beiazov  (in  which  there  is  a  fine  church  and 
some  schools  of  the  piiaritteet),  and  Stolin  are 
the  towns,  which  still  belong  to  the  district 
bearing  this  name,  the  extent  of  which  was 
greatly  diminished  in  the  time  of  the  Emperor 
Paul ;  for,  when  Catherine  was  Empress,  it 
stretched  beyond  the  small  town  of  Drohiczyn, 
and  now,  on  the  western  side,  it  reaches  no 
fiirdier  than  Leskovicze. 

The  district  of  Hnsk  is  divided  likewise  into 
two  parts.  The  former,  which  is  on  the  hitlier 
nde  of  the  rivers  is  called  Zahorodzie,  and  the 
latter  beyond  the  rivers  is  named  Zarzecze. 

In  the  former,  nature  is  arrayed  in  her  furest 
garb : — fertile  fields,  emerald  meads  with  silver 
streamlets  winding  through  them,  and  fringed 
with  foliage,  verdant  bills  diversified  with  small 
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woods  of  birch-treea.  And  dark  groves  of  pines 
grouped  in  the  smiling  landscape,  everywhere 
meet  and  gladden  the  eye.  But  the  joj  of  the 
beholder  is  of  short  duratioo,  it  wanes  and  is 
changed  into  sadness  as  he  approaches  the 
rivers,  when  interminable  marshes  begin  to 
unfold  at  Zarzecze  their  cheerless  and  va&t 
deserts,  which  can  soarcetj  be  compared  to  any 
that  have  been  seen  or  Uiat  can  be  imagined. 

The  marshes  of  Finsk  together  mth  those  of 
Mosjrr,  which  are  ajao  commonly  called  the 
Marshes  of  Polessia,  pre,  perhaps,  the  largest  on 
the  continent.  Up  to  the  present  dme  there  is 
no  dike  that  crosses  them  in  their  full  longitu- 
dinal extent. 

The  Zarzecze  (that  is  the  environs  of  Pin^ 
beyond  the  rivers)  is  a  country  of  which  no  de- 
scriptive details  have,  as  yet,  appeared,  and  which 
is  very  little  known,  even  in  Poland.  Yet  these 
regions,  wild  and  melancholy  as  they  are,  merit 
the  particular  attention  of  the  observer,  in  as 
much  as  they  oSer  a  variety  of  curious  and  rare 
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natural  objects ;  singular  customs,  usages,  and 
supentitioin  which  are  peculiar  to  the  inhabit- 
ants aloue.  These  I  have  often  noticed  and 
make  it  a  point  to  sketch  for  the  amusement  or 
instruction  of  the  reader. 

Iliere  are  some  spots  in  the  Zarzecse  which 
are  but  a  very  few  leagues  from  Hnsk,  that  are 
even  in  sight ;  but  which  cannot  be  approached 
bat  hj  taking  an  immense  circuit ;  all  access  is 
cut  off  fiota  othere,  except  when  the  waters  are 
high ;  others,  the  abode  of  cranes,  wild  geese, 
and  other  aquatic  fowl,  it  is  impossible  to  pene- 
trate on  foot,  on  horseback,  or  in  a  boat ;  in 
others  it  is  dai^erous  to'  venture  a  hundred 
yards  without  good  guides  ;  any  one  that  should 
do  so,  would  expose  himself  to  the  perilous 
chance  of  sinking  in,  never  to  emerge  even  after 
death  from  the  fathomless  mire. 

The  inhabitants  of  these  dreary  tracts,  three 
hundred  English  miles  distant  both  from  Warsaw 
and  Wiloa,  and  very  far  from  any  large  town, 
'having  hut  very  Tittle  communication  with  each 
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other,  and  risiting  each  other  only  in  boats,  nc* 
having  from  time  imraemorial  any  garriMHwd 
troopa  among  them,  and  seeing  no  soldiers  pafl»- 
ing  throu^  tbeii  desolate  siramps,  used  to  live 
and  sUll  live  in  the  most  complete  ignorance, 
like  untutored  savages.  They  are  several 
centuries  behind  the  people  of  civilised  diatricta. 

It  is  impossible  to  separate  a  feeling  at 
curiosity  from  the  eonuderatiotr  of  Earopeans 
living  near  t&e  eeotre  of  Europe,  who  have  not 
the  least  idea  of  social  order  in  EuAp^  who  me 
bom  and  who  died  amid  forests  and  monissea, 
and  who  reckon  their  years  by  the  number  of 
times  they  have  visited  the  fair  of  Pinsk. 
Several  amongst  them  are'  fully  convinced  that 
Napdeon,  or  as  they  call  him  the  Great  Om- 
querorof  the  West,  is  gone  on  a  long  voyage  to 
the  world's  end,  whence  he  will,  ere  long,  return 
and  give  orders  for  their  marshes  to  be  drained. 

TherBBreamtmgst  them  men  so  unenlightened, 
that  on  paying  their  imports  to  some  Russian 
functionaries,    they    believed  that  they    were 
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aatiifyiDg  the  demands  of  the  agenU  of  his 
Majesty  Stanislaus  Augustus,  the  last  lung  <^ 
Poland,  who  died  more  than  forty  years  before 
at  Sl  Petersburg.  The  mighty  events  that  are 
n^ed  aloqg  on  the  Jloods  of  time,  pass  ^y  tbem 
nnperceived. 

Tlie  country  rouod  IHnsk  is  covered  also  yiith 
■pacioos  forests  abounding  in  wild  animals  and 
every  sort  of  game. 

lo  these  tracts,  every  hut  qQntajns  a  favourite 
serpent,  which  eats  withthe  peasants,  and  which 
the  children,  though  they  defend  their  food 
(nnn  his  incursioiu,  cwiess  and  allow  to  sleep  with 
them. 

Theae  seipents  an  vwy  nufnerous ;  they  are 
not  venomous,  are  ea^y  tamed,  and  swim 
tbrongb  tlie  water  with  perfect  bcility. 

There  are,  however,  in  places  less  marshy, 
towards  Ukmnian  Folesua,  reptiles,  which  are 
called  slepien, — they  are  short,  thick,  of  a 
Uilish  colonii  slightly  tinted  with  red;  their 
bite  is  almost  always  fatal.     They  are  met  with 
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in  vast  heaths  amongst  the  low  underwood  of 
pines. 

From  these  vipers  a  Tiolent  poison  is  extracted 
in  the  following  manner. 

When  a  peasant  succeeds  in  capturing  tlus 
reptile, — he  fastens  it,  wUle  living,  by  the  Uul 
with  its  head  downwards,  to  the  branch  of  a  tree ; 
be  then  puts  a  piece  of  bread  under  its  faesd,aDd 
beats  it  to  death  with  a  switch;— the  viper  while 
writhing  in  torments,  and  espedally  before  it 
dies,  drops  all  its  venom  upon  the  brsad. 

The  peasant  then  allows  the  bread  to  dry,  and 
reduces  it  to  powder, — a  very  small  quantity  of 
this  infused  in  any  beverage,  is  sufficient  to 
destroy  aiumal  life.  It  may  be  observed  that 
the  strength  of  this  powder  diminishes  in  pn>> 
portion  to  its  age,  so  that  by  suiting  1^  dose  to 
the  bodily  vigour  of  the  person  to  irtiem  it  is 
administered,  the  extinction  of  life  nay  be  im. 
mefUate  or  slow,  sudi  indeed  is  the  fatal 
certainty  of  tfais  deadly  drug,  Hut  the  victim, 
who  has  taken  it,  may  be  many  yean  in  djrii^, 
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and  no  antidote  can  preserve  him  from  a  pro- 
tracted but  ineTttabte  death. 

Hie  effects  of  this  poison  are  appalling ;  the 
man,  to  vhom  it  has  been  given,  often  loses, 
imperceptibly,  all  hisph^cal  and  moral  foculties; 
even  before  the  final  agony  comes  on ;  bis  bur 
falls  off;  insensible  to  every  thing  around  him, 
unable  to  take  the  least  tusteaance,  in  a  com- 
plete prostration  of  all  his  powers,  he  terminates 
the  last  dreadful  moments  of  his  life,  after  the 
flesh  has  begun  to  drop  off  his  bones. 

The  sportsman  or  hunter  ft^quently  finds, 
especially  in  spring,  the  skeletons  of  these 
serpents  hanging  on  the  branches  of  trees. 
Jealousy  is  often  the  causa  tliat  crimes  of  so 
deep  s  dye  an  comBttted  by  the  medium  of  this 
poison. 

The  inh^itants  oS  these  districts  ate  well 
acquainted  with  die  piqwrties-of  icartain  [Jants 
and  herbs;  they  possess  s  knowledge  of  remedies 
for  the  cure  of  dangerous  diseases,  fevers  deemed 
incurable,  and  the  bite  of  mad  dogs,  nor  are 
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the  secrets  of  their  leech-craft  hj  bd;  means  di»- 
corerable. 

When  any  one  is  bitten  \>j  a  Tetioinous 
animal,  tbey  bind  the  limb  tightly  above  the 
wound,  Bnd  dig  a  hole  in  the  ground,  into  whi^ 
the  wounded  part  is  put ;  the  hole  is  then  filled 
up  with  milk,  and  as  many  hogi  as  can  be  found 
are  thrown  into  it.  The  frogs  are  swoln  by  the 
poison,  and  the  core  is  efiected ;  sometimes  it  is 
necessary  to  repeat  the  process  in  stubborn 
cases. 

They  believe  they  are  in  possesuon  of  a 
secret,  by  means  of  which,  a  man  can  gain  tbe 
attachment  of  a  female, — he  is  to  administer,  at 
certun  periods  of  the  month,  with  his  own  hand 
a  beverage  into  which  a  certain  plant  and  otb^ 
ingredients  have  been  introduced.  The  charm 
takes  eSbct  in  a  few  days,  and  it  is,  as  tjiey  think, 
potent  enough  to  win  tbe  good  graces  t^  the  Sut 
one  by  whom  they  are  even  detested.  Tbe  attach- 
ment, it  is  to  be  observed,  is  rather  a  moial 
than  phydcal  one.    By  virtue  of  this  secret  a 
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female  ma;  aim  gun  the  aBecUoiu  of  the 
opposite  sex. 

This  Bpeciea  of  philtre,  does  not  appear  to 
produce  tiie  same  consequences  as  tho  drugs 
employed  under  similar  circumstances  in  the 
East  and  in  Europe,  since  it  is  asserted  diat  there 
is  nothing  in  it  that  is  deleterious  or  prejudidal 
to  the  health. 

Without  giving  too  ready  credence  to  these 
prejudices  and  dealings,  we  have  heard  of  an 
instance  similar  to  the  ttbore.  It  was  tried  in 
the  year  1832  upon  a  weaver,  in  the  enrirons  of 
Luhieszow, 

The  common  people  hare  stUl  the  am[^d^ 
to  believe  in  the  **  evil  eye"  a  sort  of  witdKraft 
efiectad  by  the  look  ;  tbey  m&intain  that  there 
are  persons,  who  have  the  power  of  ityiiriog 
those  on  iriiom  they  cast  an  envious  lodt,  tUid 
of  darting  noxious  or  btal  rays  on  catde,  birds, 
&c.  The  effects  of  tills  fascination  they  believe 
to  bemore  fetal  to  children  than  to  grown  up 
persons.    As  soon  as  a  susjncion  is  entertained' 
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that  may  one  is  thus  affected,  they  put  into 
w&ter  some  coal  recently  extingmshed,  and 
jdacfl  it  before  him,  if  ^e  water  nrnmeis,  the 
witcliery  has  been  effectual,  but  it  is  rendered 
powerless  to  harm  by  the  frequent  repetiUop  Af 
the  same  species  of  exorcism ;  the  person  is 
deemed  to  be  entirely  cured,  when  the  water 
remains  perfectly  smooth,  but  the  remedy 
must  be  resorted  to  in  the  earliest  stage  of  the 
malady. 

If  we  were  mlliog  to  relate  every  ^utanjx  d* 
the  credulity  and  su{)ei$titi(ttu  pijactices  of  these 
pet^le,  we  eould  fill  a  large  volume. 

Amongst  the  lower  classes,  there  is  a  jie- 
valent  disease  called  koUm,  in  F^rench,  the 
plique.  The  hair  is  filled  with  blood  and  pus, 
sticking  together,  and  entangled  by  the  cor- 
ruption which  it  exudes.  If  it  is  cut  too  soon, 
death,  the  loss  of  reason,  or  of  the-sight  eomr 
mooly  ensues.  Yet  if  the  malady  re-appears,  no 
evil  consequences  fellow  ;  the  hatr  should  not  be 
QU^  till  it  has  [Hj^fied  itself  naturally,  t^  <&r 
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temper  has  then  gone  through  its  regular  course. 
The  peraon,  who  is  attacked  by  it,  is  perfectly 
well  in  other  respects,  and  can  pursue  his  usual 
occupations.  It  appears  to  puiify  the  body, 
uoce  die  health  is  better  after  it  than  before. 
Sometimes  it  lasts  more  than  a  year ;  women 
are  more  subject  to  it  thiui  men,  and  children 
least  of  all. 

The  peasants,  notwithstanding  their  apparent 
misery  do  not  suffer  ftt)m  hunger;  they  easily 
catch  wild  ducks,  and  fish ;  the  forests  supply 
them  with  an  abundance  of  mushrooms  and 
wood,  the  marahes  yield  numerous  plants  suited 
for  iaeL  Besides  blackcocks,  which  they  take 
by  hundreds,  the  capricolles,  more  uncommon 
and  more  difficult  to  be  caught,  the;  eat  snakes 
and  fn^s.  Their  poverty  does  not  prevent 
them  from  being  very  lon^lived,  and  extremely 


At  a  Polish  mile  from  I^nsk,  (five  Ekiglish 
miles)  in  the  middle  of  the  marshes,  at  the 
confluence  of  two  rivers,  upon  the  point  of  a 
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tongue  of  land,  there. is  a  large  «k1  beautiful 
pluis  divenified  with  gronpe  at  trees,  like  an 
oass  covered  with  numerous  palm-trees  in  the 
midst  of  the  sands  of  Arabia. 

This  plain,  called  Horodysicze,  which  is 
sowed  with  corn  sufficient  to  support  a  number 
of  persona,  is  crowned  with  a  fine  church,  and 
a  coQTent  of  Benedictines,  who  take  pleasure 
in  shewing  visitora  every  politeness  and  atten- 
tion. 

Horodysxcze  seems  destined  by  nature  to 
become  a  fortress,  the  cannon  of  which  would 
fitter,  or  protect  the  trade  of  Bnsk-  The 
place  is  c^cult  of  access,  and  for  several  mile* 
round  there  is  not  the  slightest  emin^tce  whence 
the  artillery  of  the  fort  could  be  met  by  a 
couDter-canaonade . 

Beyond  tJie  lirers,  between  Kolodn^  and 
Moroczna,  there  is  a  mountun  of  «aoderate' 
uze,  called  Oridova-Hora,  or  the  mountain' of 
Ovid. 

It  is  difficult  to  arrive  at  any  certaio  koowt 
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ledge  of  the  origin  of  this  appellation.  It  is  a 
well-known  tact,  that  Ovid,  after  his  baniah- 
roent,  established  himself  between  Akerman, 
and  the  moiith  of  the  Daieeter,  near  a  lake, 
which  was  acQacent  to  die  Block  Sea,  and  which 
still  bean  his  name,  hence  we  are  induced  to 
suppose  that  this  EamouB  poet,  impelled  by 
curiouty,  and  to  divert  his  miod  from  its  sad- 
ness, resolved  to  journey  towards  the  North, 
into  countries  of  which  formerly  no  one  had  the 
least  notion.  It  would  then  be  very  probable, 
that  in  vintiog  these  places,  he  mi^t  have  given 
his  name  to  one  of  these  mountuns. 

Near  I^nsk  there  b  a  lake  from  the  middle  of 
which  the  water  flows  partly  towards  the  south, 
partly  towards  the  nttrth,  which  proves  that  at 
the  bottom  of  it,  there  is  a  crest,  or  interior 
devation  although  not  of  large  dimennons,  (see 
page  68,  the  Geography  of  Poland,  page  16,  by 
the  learned  Stascyc.)  * 

There  are  evidences,  that  not  only  the  environs 
<^  Hnsk,  but  nearly  all  Polessia  was  formerly 
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covered  hj  the  sea,  for  cumerous  lakes  coacecJ 
in  their  boMim  marine  plants,  and  fishes,  such 
as  abdomitudU  dvpea,  anwano  caimo  ^erlamu. 
In  the  reign  of  the  last  King  of  Poland,  v4wq 
a  canal  was  in  progress  to  join  lake  Hryczyo 
with  the  Prypetz,  an  anchor  of  a  large  veBsel 
was  found,  which  was  deposited  at  Niesriz,  in 
the  museum  belonging   to  the  Princess  Kad- 

ziwiu. 

As  trunks  of  trees,  and  other  ol^ects  b&TC 
beeo  found  lying  towards  the  north-west,  it 
appears  to  admit  of  no  doubt  that  the  action  of 
the  waters  was  in  the  direction  of  south-west. 

In  the  year  1764,  Michael  Casimir,  Prince 
O^nski,  Grand  Constable  of  Lithuania,  re- 
nowned for  his  knowledge,  riches,  and  patriodsm, 
[danned  and  executed  at  tiis  own  expense,  the 
vast  project  of  digging  a  canal  twelve  Engli^ 
nules  in  length,  to  connect  the  Jasiolda  with 
the  Sxcsara,  and  by  lliat  means  the  Niemen 
with  the  Dnieper,  and  the  Baltic  with  the  Black 
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This  enterprise  was  tanmoated  id  1780,  and 
cost  thb  high  dignitary  the  sum  of  £320,000. 
Justice  wotlld  require  that  a  statue  should  be 
erected  in  memory  of  Oginski,  whose  name  the 
canal  bean. 

Pinsk,  by  its  nature  a  point  of  great  impor- 
tance, having  thus  acquired  very  extendve  trade, 
became  a  place  that  has,  perhaps,  no  parallel  of 
its  land  throughout  Europe. 

It  may  yet  play  a  distinguished  part,  if  its 
&TouraUe  position  is  turned  to  good  aeebunt, 
if  ever  a  paternal  government  is  really  willing 
to  ara^orate  the  welfare  of  Poland.  Hnslt, 
utuated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  so  many 
fordable  rivers,  so  well  calculated  to  be  a  sort 
of  middle  resting  place  for  the  commerce  carried 
on  between  the  Baltic,  and  the  Black  Sea,  will, 
perhaps,  one  day  behold  the  dawning  of  a 
brighter  era,  when  It  shall  eclipse  by  its  com- 
mercial opulence,  not  only  many  other  towns 
in  it«  ancient  country,  but  also  aspire,  in  the 
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COUTH  of  time,  to  become  one  of  the  most 
flourisUng  empoiiuma  in  the  ioterior  of  PoUnd. 

Another  csnalj  that  of  MuchsTiec,  called 
likewiM,  "  the  Canal  of  the  Republic,*'  was  dog 
in  1775,  hf  the  order  of  the  Gorenunent;  it 
joins  the  Muchanec  to  the  IHna,  and  thus 
connects  the  Vistula  with  the  Dnieper ;  but  the 
dismemberment  of  Poland  has  proTcnted  its 
full  completion.  It  is  nangable  only  when  the 
waters  are  high,  and  is  replete  with  many  ob- 
stacles. 

Yet  for  the  complete  deTelopement  of  the 
proeperity  of  Pinak,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
temove  from  the  Dnieper  a  mass  of  rocks,  which 
occaoon  some  cataracts  below  KTzemineziiA, 
and  if  no  means  of  extirpating  them  could  be 
Buccessfolly  de^sed,  the  cataracts  mi^t  be 
avoided  by  a  good  system  of  canals.  Light 
steam-boats  might  then  eaflly  ply  between  the 
two  seas,  for  even  at  present  there  are  always  upon 
the  I^na,  and  the  Frypetz  vessels  that  draw  more 
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than  five  feet  water.  Tlie  Vistula  is  not  alvays 
navigable  hj  vessels  df  that  drai^t.  During 
the  utting  of  the  Constitutional  IHet,  several 
nuQinos  proposed  that  Finsk  should  become  the 
capital  of  the  kingdom.  This  project,  although 
rejected,  nevertheless  proves  how  much  impor- 
tance was  attached  to  this  town.  A  private 
English  company,  at  less  expense  than  it  is 
expected,  could  make  a  railroad  round  the 
cataract,  hy  which  immense  advantage  for  Man 
cheater  trade  can  be  promoted. 

The  most  considerable  of  the  lairs  held  at 
Hoak  is  that  that  takes  place  about  Whitsuntide. 
Numeroos  vessels  of  many  kinds,  with  their 
grey  and' white  saik  may  be  then  seen  upon  the 
river  from  the  eminence,  on  which  the  town  is 
built.  Clouds  of  aquatic  fowl  hover  above  them, 
skimming  through  the  air  in  every  direction. 
When  the  songs  of  the  boatmen  come  upon  the 
ear,  when  the  white  sails  are  flapping  in  the 
breeze,  when  the  vessels  that  catch  the  wind, 
are  seen  dancing  over  the  surface  of  the  blue 
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waters,  as  the^  wind  througb  the  Bombre  marshes, 
the  spectacle  is  so  novel,  so  ungular,  that  we 
might  believe  ourselves  transported  into  the 
heart  of  China,  if  the  absence  of  the  Mandarins 
^d  not  remind  us  of  the  illiuioD,  which  is  n 
mnch  the  more  natural,  as  nearly  all  the  boats, 
being  adorned  with  green  branches,  resemble 
the  artificial  islands  which  fioat,  as  it  is  said, 
upon  the  Yellow  river. 

iSxay  of  the  inhalutaots  wait  Ull  this  period 
before  they  see  their  friends.  Beyond  PinEk 
there  are  many  of  the  petty  nobility ;  although 
these  personages  do  not  di^r  from  tiie  peasants 
but  by  tbeir  Uack  belts  and  the  form  of  their 
hats,  aldioug^  poverty  and  the  grossest  ignorance 
confound  them  with  these  latter,  they  form 
nevertheless  a  distinct  caste,  and  seldom  enter 
upon  terms  of  amity  or  maintain  any  intercourse 
with  the  peasants. 

During  these  ^rs,  crowds  of  youths  of  both 
■exes,  whimucally  attired,  may  be  seen  gazing 
with  stupor  upon  the  pretended  wonden  of  this 
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town, — Which  supply  them  with  a  fund  of  con- 
«enatioD,  sufficieot  for  the  whole  year. 

At  Midsummer,  (Polish  calendar)  the  Csshion- 
able  assemble  at  brilliant  dinner  and  erening 
parties  and  ffitea ;  in  tjiese  the  men  discuss  their 
private  affurs,  while  they  cany  on  a  war  of 
extennination  with  the  mead,  honey  and  wine. 
The  laiUes,  at  that  time  arrayed  in  their  richest 
costumes,  wluch  hare  long  lain  in  antiquated 
wardrobes,  display  a  certain  splendour  and  re- 
finement of  attire,  show  o£F  at  church,  visit  each 
other,  appear  at  the  casinos,  and  a  sorry  theatre, 
and  then  amid  nods,  smiles,  courtesies,  obei- 
sances, and  petty  jealouues,  are  ^^n  eclipsed 
Ull  the  following  year. 

Yet,  by  way  of  contrast  to  this  hot  bed  oF 
ignorance,  and  lode  of  civilisation,  there  are 
places  in  the  environs  of  Finsk,  such  as  Kolodni, 
MohdoVf  Ihfboia,  Vtlemitza,  Velatycxe,  Lttrdn, 
which  exhibit  every  thing  Uiat  a  refined  taste, 
elegance,  and  a  love  of  polite  literature,  united 
with  the    most  polished    mannen,  the    most 
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amiable  urbanity,  and  the  mo&t  engaging  cour^ 
tesy  could  supply,  in  the  most  fashionable  circle* 
of  London  or  Paris. 

The  territory  of  which  I  hare  just  given  a 
description,  is  the  birth-places  of  the  families 
Skirmunt  and  Orda ;  that  of  the  latter  is  divided 
into  two  branches,  the  white  and  the  black.  The 
Orda  temJlj  appears  to  be  of  Tartar  origin,  they 
descend  from  the  Princes  Murza,  whom  the 
grand  duke  Olgierd  established  there  after  his 
victory  of  Sine- Wody  in  1331.  The  white  are 
for  the  most  part,  taller  and  better  Conned ;  the 
females  of  the  white  line  are  comtoonly  Jur  and 
handsome:  there  .are  especially  three  charmug 
usters  married  in  the  vicinity,  one  of  whom, 
Mrs.  Hortensya  Skir^iuDt,  of  a  Madonna  cast, 
is  a  perfect  model  of  a  ScaniUnavian  beauty. 
Her  stature  is  dignified  and  majestic,  her  voice 
exquiffltely  sweet.  These  two  families  of  the 
Ordas  and  the  Skirmnnts  are  united  by  various 
affinities.  Beyond  I^sk  the  Greek  reli^on 
begins  to  prevail. 
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Under  the  denomination  of  the  Manhet  of 
Knsk,  are  comprehended  also  those  of  Mozyr. 

The  district  of  Pinsk,  is  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  English  miles  long,  end  one 
hundred  broad.  In  the  last  war  of  1631,  Tytus 
Poslowski,  whose  father  possessed  immense 
estates  in  this  district,  after  having  collected 
three  hundred  men,  rused  the  standard  of  in- 
surrection. Near  Neoel  he  maintuned  a  san- 
guinary conflict  for  several  hours,  with  the 
regular  and  more  numerous  forces  of  the 
Rusnaos; — being  noable  to  resist  the  over- 
whelming torrent,  he  retired  into  OalIi(»a  with  a 
part  of  lus  troops ;  if  this  glorious  example  had 
been  followed  in  every  district^  the  Russians 
would  not  now  be  in  Poland.  It  was  at  I^nsk 
that  Bbhop  Naruszevicz,  the  famous  Polish 
historian,  was  educated. 
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BlALOTlBTSKA-PlESZCZO.  FuREST  OP 
BlALOWIEZA, 
Pagt  190. 
BcTwEEK  Szeressew  and  Prozanna  on  the 
East,  and  Orla  on  the  West,  that  is,  between, 
Pohind  and  Lithuania,  extends  the  immenie  and 
aged  Forest  of  Bialori  jza,  eightjr-tbree  English 
mites  in  breadth,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred 
miles  long,  stretching  over  a  surface  of  three 
hundred  and  eighty-five  English  square  miles 
now  lying  wholly  in  the  goremment  of  Grodno, 
and  the  circle  of  Bialystok.  After  the  last  dis- 
memberment of  Poland,  Catherine  II.  bestowed 
a  great  part  of  it  upon  ber  courtiers.  Another 
portion  of  it  belonged  from  time  immemorial  to 
the   counts  Tyvskieicz;   while  the  remainder. 
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which  is  now  called  the  imptrUd  forest,  belongB 
to  the  ^vernment. 

There  are  about  four  Tillages  in  its  interior, 
Bialoniza,  Teremiika,  Fogorzetec,  and  Mas- 
sewa.  Near  the  first  of  these*  Augustus  II. 
built  a  house  of  rendezvous  for  the  chas^  which 
was  afterwards  enlarged  bjr  his  successors,  but  is 
now  in  ruins. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  forest  of  Bialori^za 
are  of  Sclavonic  origin,  mixed  however  with  the 
Lithuanians  on  the  east,  and  with  the  renjDant 
of  the  Podlasuans  or  Yaztgians  on  the  west: 
they  were  almost  extemunated  in  tJie  reign  of 
Leszek  the  White.  Their  language  u  a  curious 
mixture  of  several  dialects,  in  which  the  Polish 
and  Russian  predominate. 

They  are  very  superstitious,  and  their  customs 
are  marked  with  numerous  peculiarities  else- 
where unknown.  Hey  wear  a  doublet  of  coarse 
grey  cloth,  confined  round  the  waist  by  a  broad 
leathern  belt ;  their  feet  are  encased  in  buskins 
made  from  the  bark  of  trees,  called  in  Volhynia 
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pottoly,  m.  lithuania  tapcii.  Spending  their 
whole  life  in  the  forest,  they  form  a  distinct  class 
of  men,  they  are  excellent  shots,  skilful  in  laying 
snares  and  setting  traps  for  catching  every  sort 
of  game,  they  imitate  the  notes  of  burds,  and 
the  cries  of  wild  animals  with  the  greatest  per- 
fection. The  whole  population  of  Btalovi^za 
was  formerly  under  the  especial  direction  of  the 
chief  royal  forester,  who  held  his  tribunal  for 
every  thing  that  came  under  the  forest  laws  at 
Haynowczyzna.  I£s  administration  extended 
over  twenty-four  small  villages  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  the  forest.  Me  was  bound  to  maintain 
a  great  number  of  dogs ;  he  attended  the  king  in 
^e  chase,  with  his  numerous  hunters ;  and  he 
was  obliged  to  supply  periodically  the  royal  table 
and  the  principal  dignitaries  of  the  kingdom  with 
a  certun  quantity  of  game. 

This  lucraUve  post  wag  usually  reserved  for 
the  veteran  officers,  who  had  long  served  their 
country. 

In  former  times,  nearly  as  at  the  present  day. 
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the  forest  of  Bialovieza  was  dirided  into  twelve 
drcles,  or  forest  sections ;  viz.  those  of  Augus- 
tow,  Narew,  Brow,  Hajnew,  Lesniew,  Starzyn, 
Stolpow,  Krukow,  Okolnif,  Svietliczany,  Pod- 
bielsk  and  Dziadowlan. 

In  the  circle  of  Brow,  in  the  district  of  Klet- 
niaDy  in  the  heart  of  the  forest,  there  is  a  spot, 
formerly  perhaps  filled  with  a  bustling  popula- 
tion, now  nlent  and  deserted,  the  haunt  of  owls 
and  other  birds,  not  far  frotn  which  are  the  ruins 
of  a  castle  called  Staia  Bialovieza.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  that  this  castle  was  destined  as  a 
hunting  seat  for  the  kings  of  Poland,  probably 
by  Si^smund  Augustus,  the  last  of  the  race  of 
Jagellons,  who  was  a  lover  of  the  chase,  and 
who  rended  in  the  village  of  Knyszyn,  which 
now  belongs  to  general  Count  Vincent  Krasinski, 
senator,  palatine,  &c. 

It  is  pretended,  and  not  without  valid  reasons, 
that  the  name  of  the  whole  forest,  originates  from 
the  white  towers  of  these  ruius.    In  the  circle 
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of  Haynow,  at  the  aide  of  the  road  leading  to 
BialovieZa,  there  is  a  comidemble  eminence, 
which  bears  the  name  of  Batororagora,  the 
mountaiD  of  Batory,  so  denominated  from  a 
grand  hunt,  at  which  that  celebrated  Monarch 
was  present.  In  the  forest  of  Lesniany  there  is 
aapot(Nie2nanOT,  unknown), in  which  the  sun's 
rays  do  not  penetrate  to  the  ground,  and  froDi 
which  the  dogs  when  once  started  into  it,  never 
return.  InnumeraUe  ag^  trees  ^t  have  lain 
on  the  ground  tot  many  generations  do  not  allow 
man  to  bend  hb  footsteps  into  these  solitary 
coverts,  which  have  becoine  the  birs  of  savage 
beasts. 

Beudes  numerous  rivulete,  the'  Narew  and 
the  Lena,  enlai^ed  by  the  tributary  waters  of 
the  Biala  which  separated  Lithuania  from 
Poland,  are  the  rivers,  by  whidi  this  forest  ts 
watered. 

The  climate  in  the  forest  <rf  Bialovieza  is  much 
colder  thattit  is  beyond  its  precincts,  and  while 
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it  is  traversed  in  sledges,  the  agricDltarist  may 
be  working  his  plough  in  the  enviioiis,  and  the 
larks  hoTeriog  melodious  io  the  ur. 

In  addition  to  birds  of  various  kinds,  and  the 
rarest  game,  numerous  wolves,  loups  cerviert, 
bears  of  several  kinds,  gluttons,  lynxes,  beavers, 
boars,  roe-deer,  cbevreuils,  and  a  superabun-  • 
dance  of  faaresand  foxes, — the  forest  of  Bialorieza, 
contains  animals  unknown  in  other  parts  of 
Europe,  among  others  the  biton.  The  latter 
merits  particular  attention. 

This  animal  was  called  by  the  andent  Ger- 
mans, Wj/tent,  the  Greeks  and  Romans  gave  it 
the  name  of  Bison,  iHie  Moldavians  denominated 
it  Zimbft  the  Poles  Zubr,  (pronounced  Joubre). 
The  bur  of  the  bison  is  short  but  soft^  it  has  a 
mane  and  a  beard  which  are  larger  or  smaller 
according  to  its  age.  It  is  only  in  winter  diot 
nature  clothes  it  with  thb  species  of  frizzled 
wool,  which  it  loses  in  summer.  Its  colour  is  a 
bright  chesnut.  The  hair  on  its  head,  has, 
especially  in  winter,  a  smell  which  resembles 
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thatofmusk.  Hia  head  is  enormous  in  propor- 
tion to  the  rest  of  its  body.  It  has  a  convex 
forehead.  Its  horns  are  black,  and  when  once 
broken  never  grow  again.  It  has  piercing  eyes, 
the  white  of  which  filb  with  blood  when  the 
aoimal  is  provoked  to  fury.  Its  hide  is  twice  as 
thick  as  that  of  the  common  ox.  The  gene- 
rative parts  are  not  very  distinct  in  both  sexes. 
Experience  has  proved  that  the  Polish  bison 
weighs  more-  than  that  of  America.  This  animal 
passes  the  summer  and  a  part  of  the  autumn  in 
damp  and  shady  places,  in  other  seasons  it  fre- 
quents more  open  districts.  It  is  fond  of  rub- 
bing itself  against  trees,  and  by  this  means 
covers  its  hide  with  a  thin  coat  of  resinous 
matter.  The  bisons  are  seen  in  herds,  condst- 
ing  of  thirty  or  forty ;  the  older  animak  keep 
apart,  seldom  assembling  more  than  three  or 
four  together.  Their  rallying-ery  resembles  tlie 
grunt  of  a  bog. 

The  bison  crosses  rivers  when  urged  by  thirst 
or  compelled  by  any  other  cause.     Tbe  old  ones 
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do  not  Rj  from  man,  jet  they  do  not  molest  him 
but  when  they  are  attacked.  In  winter  they 
allow  themselves  to  be  approached  within  twenty 
paces,  but  if  the  traveller  meets  the  herd  in  his 
way,  it  b  more  prudent  to  wait  tiU  they  have 
passed,  to  avoid  the  risk  of  falling  a  victim  to 
their  fiiry. 

The  bison  feeds  upon  leaves,  the  bark  of  trees 
and  several  herbs.  He  is  fond  of  the  buds  of 
the  lime  and  elder,  but  absbutis  from  touching 
the  bark  of  these  trees.  It  is  geneTally  believed 
that  the  bisons  here  meet  with  plants  that  would 
not  eatdly  be  found  in  other  parts,  and  that  they 
remtun  in  it,  for  that  reason,  yet  these  plants 
are  dangerous,  if  eaten  by  tune  cattle.  They 
are;  the  Spina  vlmaria,  Sanwictilu  acria, 
Cnecus  oUraceut,  and  Anthoxantum  adoratvm, 
very  common  in  Poland  and  Lithuania. 

In  the  spring,  these  animals  are  leaner  than 
in  other  seasons,  and  they  copulate  in  the  month 
of  September.  At  this  time  they  fight  the  most^ 
fjirioiu  battles,  -llifl  period  pf  gestation  Is  nine 
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months.  The  female  conceab  itaelf  tn  the 
brushwood  to  bring  fortlL,  and  auckl^s  itacalf  dU 
the  autumn.  The  young  bison  continues  grow- 
ing tiU  the  age  of  sis  or  seven  yean. 

The  females  seldom  live  more  than  thirty  or 
forty  years,  while  the  males  vety  frequently  atr 
tain  the  age  of  fifty.  When  the  anim^  grows 
old,  its  teeth  are  worn  out,  bo  that  it  can  no 
longer  masticate  its  food,  it  then  wastes  with 
leanness  and  dies. ' 

In  the  full  vigour  of  tbeir  age  they  are  more 
than  a  match  for  bears  and  other  voracious  beasts. 
Tliey  scent  man  or  other  animals  at  the  distance 
of  eighty  or  one  hundred  yarda.  If  taken 
young,  they  can  be  tamed ;  it  is  prudent,  how- 
ever, to  be  a  little  ,di8trustful  of  them.  The 
bison  has  an  averaion  to  a  red  colour ;  when  he 
sees  it  he  becomes  furious.  The  flesh  of  the 
bison  is  good  to  eat 

In  1602,  the  Emperor  Alexander,  by  his 
Ukase,  addressed  to  the  Governor  of  Grodno, 
B$nni|!gsen,  strictly  interdicted  the  huntii^  or 
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destroyipgoft^ieseamioals.  Id  1826,  M.  Brin- 
ken  fiDuad  in  this  forest,  three  hondred  and 
twenty  one  old  qiales,  two  hundred  and  6ftf-eight 
females,  and  ninety  three  ypu^  bisops,  making 
a  total  of  seven  hundred  and  thirty-two,. 

Several  authqrs  have  .confounded  the  anim^ 
called  Urus,  }.n  Polish  Tur,  with  the  bison, 
zi^br.  At  the  present  day,  the  latter  is  |o^nd 
in  Poland  only,  and  the  learned  Cuvier  was  in 
error  when  be  asserted  in  his  Animal  Kiagdom, 
that  the  bison  ^t  the  present  tJme  inhabits  the 
forests  of  the  JKrapack?  and  Caucasus. 

Sometimes  there  has  beon  s^n  also  in  these 
distiicts  an  animal  which  is  called  rossomach, 
it  is  nearly  as  large  as  a  wolf,  and  has  some 
resemblance  to  the  lynx ;  but  its  skin  is  much 
more  esteemed,  end  it  is  the  most  savage  beast 
in  Poland.  It  springs  upon  every  thing  that 
comes  in  its  way,  and  not  only  its  enormous 
claws,  but  the  formation  of  its  teeth  is  peculiar 
to  it.  It  b  extremely  rare,  but  still  it  exists. 
It  app^rs  that  these  animals  belong  to  some 
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other  country,  since  some  of  thetn  hare  been 
seen  in  the  remotest  part  of  tlie  8tei^>es  of  the 
Ukraine.  It  has  been  handed  down  hj  tradition 
that  there  were  formerly  sabies  in  the  forest  of 
Bialovieu,  and  that  a  white  one  was  caught  near 
Knyszyn.  It  is  imposdble  to  describe  the 
verious  strange  and  wild  sensations  which  break 
in  upon  the  mind,  in  the  depths  of  this  forest, 
the  very  queen  of  forests,  and  the  largest  on  the 
EuTopesn  continent.  The  aching  eye,  in  vain, 
endeavuuts  to  penetrate  the  gloom  of  the  densely 
entangled  trees,  and  to  rest  upon  some  more 
ehearing  object  to  relieve  itself. 

Xhe  renturouB  traveler  seems  suddenly  trans- 
ported into  nnknown  reigons,  removed  from  the 
earth  by  boundless  space.  When  an  invisible 
hand  illumines  the  starry  hosts,  when  the  moon 
tjmid  and  melancholy,  throws  her  pale  light  over 
the  surface  of  solitary  lakes,  surrounded  by  an 
ocean  of  branches,  of  the  birch  and  the  pine,— 
an  ocean  which  reposes  in  tranquillity,  or  rouses 
its  angry  UUowa  lij^e  the  mi^ty  waters  frith 
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vhich  it  •  b  eompiVMi,  then  are  dieee  dutrietp 
the  scene  of  a  tbouMud  honors,  vhieh  the  rash 
tongue  could  not  dare  to  express ;  then,  from 
the  middle  of  this  mighty  world  of  silene^ 
wulings  aad  -moeningB  are-  borne  along  the 
breeze ;  bands  of  pale  spectres  start  from  their 
tombs,  embrace  each  other  and  ptnnt  to  their 
yet  bleetfing  and  agomaing  wounds ;  then  the 
souls  of  thMe,  whose  bones  lie  bleaching  amid 
the  Siberian  ice*  bold  communion  with  those 
who  hare  perished  in  defending  thmr  natire 
land;  the  dead  of  andent  generations  mingle 
with  those  of  recent  years~-those  who  were 
formerly  mowed  down  by  the  Swedish  sword, — 
those  y^  fell  at  the  massacres  of  Praga,  and 
those  who  now  moulder  in  their  own  and  foroga 
land ;  —  warriors,  aged  women,  -  grey-headed 
fathers,  and  children  ,brothera  and  nsters,  wives 
and  husbands,  whom  a  bariwrous  hand,  a  cruel 
fate,  for  ever  separated  in  this  world  of  tears. 

But  abore  so  many  accusing  s|ririts,  that  in- 
voke punishment  on  those  that  hare  been  guil^ 
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ofsomany  crimes  committed  agunst  Poland,  riaei 
majestically  the  terriblegeoiusof  Tengeance,  with 
'fiery  eye  and  heart  ofbronze,  waving  the  homiddal 
sword,  breathing  cmelty,  inexorable  to  prayer, 
and  above  t£is  genius  hovers  the  glory  of  Poland, 
and  above  this  glory,  surrounded  by  a  Inminous 
balo,  the  strains  of  celestial  harmony  are  heaid, 
and  suddenly  the  guanUan  angel  of  Poland 
appears;  with  an  entrancing  gaxe,  it  soothes  the 
sorrowing  throng  and  stills  the  vmoe  of  lamenta- 
tion, sajdng:  «  Poland  has  long  shed  her  blood 
*'  for  mankind,  the  time  will  come  when  from 
«  east  to  west,  embattled  hosts  will  mardi  to 
**  defend  her,  when  she  will  rise,  as  a  lion  from 
w  lus  sleep ;  when  her  rivers  will  sweep  along  the 
**  corpses  of  her  oppressors ;  when  the  white 
**  eagle  that  has  long  been  bufieted  by  the  storm, 
«  ghall  repose  upon  its  natal  nest :  PoUnd  shall 
**  live  again !"  The  myriad  choir  mise  the  voice 
of  gratitude  in  unison  with  heavenly  music. 
"The  vision  recedes  from  view.  The  moon 
hides  W  fight,  the  tombs  receive  their  dead, 
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the  wind  rtrikea  its  aaddeiiiDg  notes  among  the 
pines  and  the  darkneas  is  dispelled  by  the  rising 

Although  between  Minsk  and  Kiiow  there 
are  Jbrests  as  extensive,  perhaps,  as  that  of 
Bialovieza,  yet  no  one  is  so  dense  and  entangled. 

A  high  road  passes  through  the  forest  of 
Bialovi^sa,  and  it  mtiy  form  a  matter  of  astoiusb- 
ment,  wfay  Us  defennte  position  was  not  turaed 
to  account  in  the  last  war.— (See  the  Qeography 
of  Sviec^)  Pohud,  by  Malte  Bruh,  and  the 
descriptiTe  memoir  of  the  forest  of  BialoTi^xa,  by 
the  Baron  Brinken,  puUi^ed  at  Warsaw  in 
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DuoBimow  or  Pxitrcus  Sldck's  Haksiabb. 
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Tbib  psnoniga  U  too  important  to  be  paued 
OTer  without  notice.  From  time  immemorial, 
there  wai  a  great  animoritj  between  the  Chod> 
Idevicn  and  the  Badnwitla,  two  bmiliea,  which 
hj  their  infloence  and  richei  were  the  most 
iUurtriooi  in  all  Lidmaoia. 

Sophia  Olelkowics,  the  lait  heiren  of  the 
Princei  of  Slnck,  that  reigned  formerlj  over 
Kiiow,  and  a  deaoendant  of  the  younger  bnuoch 
of  the  Onnd  Dukes  of  Uthuauia,  was  under 
die  guardianship  of  her  maternal  imcle  Jerome 
Cbodkienei.  ChinBtopher,  Prince  Badziwil), 
palatine  of  Wiloa,  and  Oraod  Conrtable  rf 
Lithuania,  the  couun  of  Jerome  aought  to  unite 
his  eldest  boq  Juiust  Radziwill  to  this  rich  and 
beautiful  tmren.     la  the  year  1594,  he  bad 
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begun  to  ad(^  iMnparetory  nwasurea  for'  the 
attainnieiit  o£  this  dijectj  and  the  guardian  had 
giTen  a  promise  in  writing,  that  he  woiiid  aceedei 
to  Us  wahes  when  his  ward  bad  attuned  the 
Varriageable  age,  that  was,  on  the  6th  '  itf 
FebniAry*  16D0,  pnmded  th^  he  obtained  her 
own  cooseot  to  these  nnptials,  but  that'  be* 
pledged  faiouelf  not  to  oppose  the  views  of 
Badzimll,  under  the  penalty  of  paying  a  heavy 
sum  of  money  to  tlus  latter  penooage. 

The  &and  Constable,  having  placed  im- 
jdidt  (Mnfidence  in  this  asauranee,  felt  himself 
eonstrained  to  act  towards  the  Chodkieviczs 
^thout  reserve,  and  accoTdingly  recommenced 
•  law-auit  against  them,  wbich  bad  been  already 
abandoned.  The  two  nephews  of  tbe  guardian, 
Alexander,  and  Charles  Cbodkievicz,  advised 
their  uncle  to  avenge  bimself,  by  shrinlung  froni 
hu  engagement,  and  in  connivaoce  with  him, 
summoned'  him  before  the  tribunal  of  Novo-- 
grodek,  for  having  Countenanced  this  marriage, - 
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which  wai  oonbaiy  to  the  Btatates  ot  the  Graod- 
Ducby,  in  conMiquence  of  the  Mar  reht'ioiuhip 
of  the  pardaa. 

Chrittopfaer  RadiiwOI  then  dted  the  guaitfae 
before  the  tribunal  of'^^Hna,  whkb  coodennied 
Jerome  Chodkiericx  to  pa;  the  snm  itipulBted 
in  hia  written  engagement,  for  baling  violated 
bis  promise. 

llteBe  pntceedings  exaspemted  the  two  partiesf 
and  the  Chodkiericz  hxaSiy  refiised  Januss 
Radzlwill  permianon  to  aee  the  Princess,  and 
eTen  to  write  to  her.  Chriitopher  Radziwill, 
however,  perceiving  that  meaauret  of  severity 
would  not  be  attended  with  success,  prevailed 
upon  twelve  senators  to  intreat  Chodkievicz  to 
allow  his  son  the  possibility  of  gaining  the 
affections  of  the  beautifnl  heir^s.  But  tlus 
deputation  failed  in  its  endeavouis,  although 
the  period  was  near  at  band  when  the  fint 
convention  was  to  be  put  in  execution.  Tlie 
two.  families  preparing,  or  foreseeing  an  open. 
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and  violeiit  attack  by- force  of  arms,  gathered 
together  their  frienda  and  their  vasiali;  the. 
RadninllB  enlisted  foreigners  under  their  com- 
mand, and  succeeded  in  concentrating  6000 
men,  regular  troops  with  formidable  artillery. 
AU  the  Polish  and  IJtbuanian  nobility  placed 
themselves  under  the  banners  of  one  or  the 
other.  The  celebrated  Zamoyslci,  who  bad 
■marned  a  Raduwill,  sent  to  his  wife's  family  a 
considerable  runforcement  from  Podolia. 

Hie  Cbodkiencts,  on  their  side,  resolving 
not  to,  be  the  aggressors,  but  to  defend  them- 
selves  with  obstinacy,  gathered  together  2500 
men,  with  twenty-four  pieces  of  cannon,  which 
enfiladed  the  avenues  to  the  palace,  fortified 
according  to  the  rules  of  art,  and  capable  of 
sustaining  a  regular  siege :  the  sentinels,  the 
patrols,  the  soldiers  going  their  ronnds,  gave 
this  edifice  the  appearance  of  a  besieged  fortress 
rather  than  a  private  dwelling, 

Tbu  state  of  things  began  to  excite  a  serious 
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slum  throughout  t31  Uthuania ;  WUoft,  V^'> 
SDother  Troy,  was  about  to  become  the  theatre 
of  a  bloody  war  for  a  female. 

King  Sigismund,  being  informed  of  these 
ptepBfa^iu,  aeot  Metchior,  Prince  Oiedroyc, 
the  Bishop  of  Somogi^  the  two  Zavisia,  and 
Doroho§t&7Bki,  Onnd  Mwr^l  of  T-itfiiianiy,  to 
convey  to  the.  two  families  a  prohibitioa  to 
disturb  the  public  tnmqaiUity,  and  to  leave  the 
IKet  and  himself  to  be  the  arbiters  of  their 
quarrel. 

As  the  Radziwills  were  Protestants  at  this 
time,  they  feared  that  the  King,  a  lealoos 
CathoUc,  might  decide  -against  them,  and  they 
refused  to  obey  hii  injunctioDB.  The  sixth  of 
February  being  at  hand,  and  the  Chodlderies 
not  changing  their  detenninalion  with  reCereuce 
to  the  Princess,  (hey  were  about  to  begin  the 
attack. 

As  a  6nal  attempt,  they  sent  for  a  chaplain, 
who  was  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  peifonn 
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the  solemnilwe,  and  they  sent  a  deputatioD  with- 
instructioiis  to  demand  tbe  Frinoeas,  to  wund 
the  iDtentions  of  Uuar  advenaries,  and  to 
examine  thwr  means  of  defence. 

The  ChodkiericEB  received  the  delegates  with: 
the  greatest  politMiess,  shewed  them  the  cannons 
loaded  with  gnpe-ehot,  the  infantry  stationed; 
in  the  fosses,  and  other  matters  connected  with 
the  defence  of  the  place,  and  John  Charles 
CtiodkieTiu,  who  commanded  their  tnwpsr 
replied  that  they  would  not  be  the  first  to 
disturb  the  pubUc  tranquillity,  bat  that  they- 
would  repel  force  by  force,  hDi»ng  that  the 
earth  would  be  saturated  with  blood,  and  strewed 
witii  dead  before  a  single  soldier  of  the  Rad- 
BwiUs  shoold  approach  their  abode. 

The  deputation  retired,  and  hastened  to 
apprise  Ptince  Radawill  that  he  must  eipect 
the  most  obstinate  resistance.  As  the  latter 
well  knew  with  whom  he  had  to  do,  he  stilt 
hesitated,  but  hia  son,  bnling  with  impatieno» 
aad  anger,  was'  about  to  prevail  on  his  fathes 
p  3 
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no  longer  to  delay  the  attack ;  tbe;  wftce  alinadf 
advancing  to  the  combat^  whau  auddeoly, 
Frinceai  Sophia  RadHwill,  palet  with  didiBVelled 
hairi  [Hvceded  b;  Malcbiw,  Prince  Gedray^ 
and  sereral  prieita  carrying  tlM  cron,  appeared 
between  the  hoitila  annies,  beteechtng  tbem, 
and  conjuring  them  wit^  sobi  and  tears  not  to 
shed  thwr  Uood  for  her  sake,  and  not  to  heqi 
^probrium  opon  her,  for  otberwise,  ihe  would 
not  nirrive  the  horrid  epectaclfl.  Her  youth, 
her  matchleBs  beauty,  united  to  her  eloquent 
appeal,  and  the  aight  of  prieeti  artmyed  in  their 
■aeerdotal  garments,  caused  the  deepest  emo- 
tion in  the  assembled  hosts.  After  a  moment's 
hesitation,  a  thousuid  Tuoea  exdaimed :  "  Long 
live  Princess  Sophia  I  Long  live  the  Radi: 
riwiDs !  Long  live  the  Chodkievien  I  No 
bloodshed !  Peooe  1  peace  I  peace  t"  In  a 
moment,  whole  ranks  threw  down  thwr  arms. 
Tbe  Princess  returned,  and  on  that  di^,  lit* 
eombat  was  imjModble.  There  were  still  many 
dSsputes,  but  no  open  violence,    llie  Badciwilk 


c.y  Google 


MOTES.  323 

van  at  length  willing  to  forego  their  pretenuoBs. 
to  the  domuD  of  Kopys,  end  signed  a  ptomiK 
to  that  effect.  Hie  pending  lawsuit  was  thus 
termioated. 

Melchior,  Prince  Giedroyt^  and  the  guardian 
of  the  Princess  obtained  dispensations  from  tlie 
Pope  to  allow  t)ie  marriage.  Tbe  Frincees, 
then  being  asked  what  were  her  sentiments  with 
regard  to  the  young  Radzimll,  signified  her 
asient  to  become  his  bride,  that  the  public 
tranquillity  might  remain  undisturbed. 

The  two  bmilies  met  at  Brzesc-Iitemki  on 
tlra  6r8t  of  October  in  the  same  jeax,  Janusz 
Badziwill  married  the  Princess  of  Sluck,  without 
any  public  display}  in  the  presence  of  the 
guardian. 

Ilie  bride  brought  immense  riches  into  the 
family  of  Radziwill.  She  was  one  of  the  most 
amiable  and  attractive  ladies  of  her  own  time ; 
but  she  never  succeeded  in  soothing  the  haughty 
and  qDairetsome  temper  of  her  husband,  who^ 
having'  subsequently  yielded  to  the  peisuasioss 
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of  Couot  Gorka,  raised  the  itandanl  of  u»iir' 
rection  againit  King  Sipsniiind  III.,  and  ereo 
•B[nred  to  die  crown. 

Yet  after  he  obtained  an  amnesty,  he  per- 
formed, after  the  death  of  OiodkieTia,  prodigies 
of  ralonr  in  tlie  war  with  the  CoaBsdcs,  and 
gained  briUiant  Tictoriet  over  CSimielmekL 

The  fiunilj  of  the  Badsiwilli  is  one  of  the 
oldest  and  richest  in  lidiuania.-  It  derived  its 
origin  from  the  High  PneA  of  die  litfananiani, 
named  Lezdeyko,  who  enjoyed  an  aathority 
almost  equal  to  that  of  the  reigning  Princes. 
This  (funilf  introduced  Calvinism  into  the 
Orand  Duchy.  The  most  famous  of  the 
Eamily  were  Nicholas,  the  two  Christophers, 
Januu  and  Or^ory.  The  RadziwiUs  attuned 
so  great  t^mlence,  that  scHne  of  Uiem  hsve  been 
known  to  hare  an  annual  income  of  half  a 
million  pounds  stei^ng.  Nearly  the  fourth  part 
of  IJthuania  betcmged  to  them.  Hey  pos- 
sessed,  also,  two  entuled .  estates,  that  went  to 
the  eldest  of  the  family ;  that  of  Qlyka  and  that 
«f  Niesrisz. 
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Mo  one  faaa  ever  exerciaed  orer  the  coantrf 
an  influence,  which  cas  be  compared  with  that 
of  the  Radriwillfl.  It  seenu  that  in  this  family 
the  males  are  all  born  brave,  llie  females 
beautiful,  amiable,  and  chormiDg, 

Bacbe  Radziwill,  the  widow  of  Gastold,  and 
palatine  of  Troki,  was  espoosed  by  King  Sigis- 
mund  Augustus,  the  last  of  the  race  of  Jagellons. 
.PriocesB  Dominica  Radziwill,  was  i^;arded  as 
one  of  the  most  attractire  ladies  in  Poland ;  her 
only  daughter,  Princess  Stephania,  was  under 
the  guardianship  of  the  Empress  of  Rosaia,  and 
possessed  a  fortune  equiTolent  to  two  milli<m 
pounds  steHing. 

In  the  War  of  Independence,  in  1691,  tltere 
were  many  examples  of  great  virtues  and  sub- 
lime devotednesa :  those  who  commenced  it, 
resembled  men,  who  possess  boldneBs  enough 
to  move  a  tottering  rock,  without  having  strength 
enough  to  make  it  take  the  direction  neceasaiy 
for  their  safety.  But  if  there  was  not  a  man 
^t  roee  superior  to  circumstaDces,  if  there  was 
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ubt  a  mu)  who  had  head  and  heart  enougfi  to 
take  up  the  crown  that  lay  smiling  od  the  Poli^ 
soil,  there  was,  nevertheless,  a  woinan  who,  not 
onl;^  by  her  atttactjont,  but  also  by  her  noble 
qualities,  shone  with  meteoric  brightness  over 
her  native  land,  and  merited  the  diadem.  That 
lady  is.  the  Princess  Alezandrina  (Ste^ka),  con- 
sort of  Prince  Michael  Kadciwill.  The  beauty 
of  her  eyes,  the  majesty  of  her  person,  have 
become  a  proverb.  Her  virtues,  her  gracein)- 
ness,  the  extent  of  her  intellectual  acquirementi, 
entitle  her  to  a  preeminent  rank  among  the 
most  amiable,  the  most  attractive,  and  the  most 
talented  in  the  universe.  The  confonnation  of 
her  head  is  remarkable,  and  the  phrenologists 
pretend,  that  herbndn  is  more  laigely  developed 
than  that  of  other  females,  who  enjoy  the  repu- 
tation of  a  comprehensive  intelligence. 

A  Radziwill  won  the  affections  of  the  King 
of  Prusua's  counn,  and  married  her;  he  was 
governor  of  the  Grand  Dudiy  of  Posen.* 
*  To  the  line  of  th«  kbore  lUdxiirilli,  belong  Prince 
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Tie'  complete  want  of  subject-matter,  has 
pceTfiDted  me  from  giving  even  an  incomplete 
sketch  of  the  hutory  of  this  powerftil  &mil^, 
which  would  dfleerre  the  ablest  pen  of  the 
bit^rapher,  ranoe  thnr  name  i>  auociated  with 
the  priD(^»l  events  of  Polish  annals. 

Fonnerlf,  the  court  of  the  Radtiwills  was 
UKM^  brilliant  than  that  of  manf  kings.  They 
had  an  immense  retinue,  and  even  as  many  aa 
ten  thousand  r^fular  soldiers  in  their  pay. 

This  family  was  elevated  to  the  dignity  of 
Prince  of  the  Roman  Empire ;  among  the 
Lithuanian  Princes,  the  Gredoycs  are  the  most 
andent. 

Without  wishing  to  justify  Austria  for  having 

parUcipated  in  the  dismemberment,  it  may  be 

remarked,  that  we  have  suffered  less  from  that 

government  than  from  Russia  ;  Maria  Theresa, 

not  only  refused  to  adhere  to  the  first  division, 

but  in  order  to  prevent  it,  she  was  even  about 

WUlUm  lUdilwill,  ud  hli  ton  BognttM.  Both  Kent  to 
enjoy  tlic  Ikfoar  of  the  8o«er«lgQ  In  FiumIs,  irboM  wl«<loin 
ud  TlrtuH  ire  wall  known  In  Biirop«. 
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to  declare  war  agaioat  Catfaeiiae  II.  had  cir- 
cumstances permitted  Her  Majesty  to  follow 
her  wishes.  Austria  never  sappcHted  anarchy 
in  Poland  by  her  bay<HietB.  Austria  never  p^- 
■ecuted  the  confederation  of  Bar.  In  1831  she 
preseired  a  strict  neutrality.  And  as  her  cabinet 
is  one  of  the  wisest  on  the  Continent,  she  would 
consent  sooner  to  lose  Gallida,  than  to  lend 
herself  entirely  to  the  views  of  Rusua,  whose 
interests,  in  the  course  of  dme,  would  be  emi- 
nently  hostile  to  her. — See  the  mrrhs  of  Moch- 
itaeku 
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As  this  dtf  has  always  acted  an  important 
jiart  in  the  anoals  of  Poland,  and  is  usodated 
with  nearly  all  the  political  changes  of  that  un- 
happy country,  I  will  give  a  brief  sketch  of  the 
.principal  events,  which  it  has  witnessed  £rom  its 
ori^  to  the  present  time.  Wilna,  the  capital 
of  the  grand  dudiy  of  Lithuania,  one  of  the 
principal  uties  of  the  andent  kingdom  of  Poland, 
is  sitn^edattheconfloenceof  the  rivers  Vileyka 
and  Vilia,  in  a  deep  valley  surrounded  by 
mountains  crowned  with  large  and  gloomy 
forests  of  pines.  It  was  built  by  the  celebrated 
Gedymin,  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania,  who  after 
having  completely  defeated  a  formidable  army 
of  twelve  Moscovite  Princes,  on  the  banks  of 
the    river    Keroa,  in  die  year  1320,  taking 
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advaatage  o(  so  famoua  a  victoiy,  and  the  tenor 
of  hia  Dame,  adranced  towards  Kiiev,  and  having 
csfitured  this  town,  made  himself  master  of  the 
territory  around  it,  took  possession  of  all  Vol- 
hynia,  then  cnwsed  the  Dnieper,  and  carried 
out  the  boundaries  of  his  territories  almost  as  &r 
as  the  Don,  driving  before  him  or  eitenninatiog 
all  Umt  opposed  his  invasion.  Gedymin,  covered 
wUfa  immortal  glory,  loaded  with  inmiense 
richer  the  ^imla  of  his  conquests,  and  accom~ 
panied  by  several  thousand  prisoneis,  returned 
the  same  year  to  Lithuania,  He  was  fond  of  the 
chase,  and  one  day  killed,  near  the  mountain 
Svientoroh,  an  enormous  iuson ;  overcome  by 
fatigue,  he  reclined  upon  the  heath,  and  having 
fallen  into  a  deep  sl«ep,  had  an  extraordinary 
dream.  On  waking  he  was  desirous  to  seek 
an  interpretation  ofhia  dream,  and  with  that  view 
called  an  assembly  of  his  courtiers,  and.  with 
them  was  the  High  Priest  Leadeyko,  who,  altn 
a  long  deliberatioQ  advised  him  to  found  a  city 
upon  the  spot    Oedymin '  immediately  ordered 
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a  fort  to  be  built  opon  the  mountun  of  Svien- 
toroh,  and  tben  a  city,  which  became  tha  capital 
of  his  states,  and  bore  tlie  name  of  Wiloa.  A 
aacred  fire  was  kept  ctmtiniially  burning  upon 
this  mountain  ;  nor  waa  H  extinguished  till  th« 
year  1386,  when  the  introduction  of  Christianity 
pat  asti^  to  tJiB  Pagan  rite.  Since  the  time 
of  Gedymin,  ^^na  has  constantly  been  thd 
residence  of  the  Lithuanian  Princes.  Its 
brightest  days  were:  under  the  dynasty  of  the 
Jagellons ;  at  that  thne  the  population  amounted 
to  more  than  seventy  thousand  persons :  litliu- 
aniacB,  Poles,  IVtars,  Jews,  Germans  and 
Moecovites ;  there  were  forty  Cktholic  churches, 
one  Russian,  one  Lutheran,  a  Mahometan 
niosque,  and  also  a  splendid  arsenal,  and  it 
carried  on  a  very  extensive  trade.  Sigiamand 
the  First,  built  a  lai^  and  handsome  library  in 
it,  and  Queen  Bona,  the  consort  of  this  Prince, 
erected,  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Saint  Stanis- 
laus, a  magnificent  mausoleum,  to  the  memory 
of  the  great  Vitdd.      King  Stephen  Batory, 
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wisbing  to  eternize  the  memory  of  hia  victories 
OD  his  return  firom  the  Moaeonta  wir,  founded 
ftt  Wihia,  in  the  year  lfi76,  an  oniTeraity  which, 
in  later  days,  produced  so  many  iUustiioii) 
men,  and  shed  a  lustre'  over  the  country.  The 
environs  of  Wilna  are  very  pwtureaque. 

Ilu  city  boa  been  the  witneas  of  many 
calatnil^ea.  In  the  year  1890,  it  became  a  prey 
to  the  flames;  and  in  the  year  1571,  a  great 
number  of  iti  inhabitants  perished  by  famine. 
In  1561,  serious  quarrels  betweeA  the  CaUiolics 
and  Protestants  took  place  in  this  aty.  In 
1610,  it  was  again  almost  destroyed  by  fire.  'In 
the  year  16dS,  during  the  suiguinary  revolt  <^ 
the  Cossacks  under  Chmieloicki,  the  Cossack 
and  the  Tartars  took  possession  of  it,  jntloged 
the  churches,  sacked  the  dty,  and  ma»acred 
more  than  S5,000  oi  the  inh^utants.  In  the 
the  year  1709,  afi«r  the  terrible  war  with 
Sweden,  more  than  4Q,000  of  Ibe  population 
fell  victims  to  fiunine  and  epdemic  diseases. 
AAer  the  last  partition  of  Pdand,  WUna  was 
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placed  under  the  power  of  Rusda,  retwned  ita 
bishopric  aod  became  the  capital  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  which  beats  its  name.  Wilna  was  re- 
novofld  for  itsbeautifdl  females,  llie  Emperor 
Alexander  who,  at  the  beginning  of  hia  reign, 
appeared  to  be  beloved  by  his  subjects,  often 
passed  tluough  this  city,  and  was  of  the  same 
ofHnitm  as  Napoleon,  that  the  Polish  ladies  of 
high  rank,  are  the  true  queens  of  beauty,  upoti 
the  continent.  In  the  year  1812,  the  grand 
wnnf  under  Napoleon  passed  throuf^  Wilna 
and  returned  through  the  same  city,  when  their 
ranks  had  been  dreadfully  thinned  by  cold  and 
hunger. 

Hia  year  1822,  is  die  date  of  a  bitter  remi- 
niscence for  die  inhalutants  of  Wilna.  From 
this  year  the  political  tendency  of  the  Emperor 
Alexander  began  to  develope  itself ;  the  liberal 
character  of  this  monarch  seemed  to  be  on  the 
wane,  and  he  moo  began  to  persecute  every 
thing  that  bore  the  impress  of  Polish  nationality, 
vbich  .at)  the  powers  had,guanuiteed  in  1815,  by 
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the  treaty  of  Vienna.  Despotiim  began  to 
^read  its  baneful  wings  over  Poland  and  eO  its 
diamembered  prorinces.  The  Rusoan  senator 
NoTOsiltzow,  a  tiger  in  the  form  of  a  man,  aad 
acting  the  part  of  a  spy  in  Poland ;  diq;raced 
his  title  of  Senator,  by  Iub  diaracter  and  aetioni, 
abusing  periiaps,  too  greatly,  the  confidence  of 
bu  sovereign,  who,  although  a  shrewd  pcditiaan, 
was  not  naturally  cruel,  and  eren  distinguidied 
himself,  in  bis  youth,  by  some  traits  of  tender 
humanity,  he  establidied  this  horrible  tribnnal 
at  WUxM.  Othen  achieve  cmquests,  gain 
battles,  capture  towns  to  acquire  glory,  ridwt 
and  honours ;  but  he  selected  a  part  that  it  ma 
far  easier  and  less  dangerous  to  play.  Surrounded 
by  ihe  vilest  scum  of  mankind, — carrying  on  a 
war  of  extermination  against  the  Unirenity, 
pid)Kc  schools  and  youth,  even  bo^b  thirteen 
years  of  age, — be  performed  the  comtnoed 
functions  of  accuser,  judge,  and  ezecutunier. 
The  execrable  atroinlies  whidi  he  committed 
upon  the  diildren  oC  the  nest  distinguished 
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dtixens  of  all  Poland,  and  the  tortures,  to  which 
he  subjected' them,  exceed  descriptioii. 

Tlie  stadeots  had  formed  a  aociety,  which  had 
no  other  inject  but  that  of  facilitating  the  means 
of  instruction  to  those  amongst  them,  whose 
pecuniary  resources  were  limited;  under  the 
pretext  that  dtis  society  was  entirely  of  a  political 
nature,  twenty-five  of  these  unfortunate  youths, 
snatched  from  the  bosom  of  their  families  were 
dragged  no  one  knows  whither.  Tliey  were 
taken  away  clandestinely  during  the  lught,  and 
a  rumour  was  abroad,  that  they  were  about  to  go 
and  pass  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  the  military 
colonies  of  Siberia,  there  to  lose  their  language, 
and  tJieir  very  name  to  be  designated  only  by 
numbers,  as  a  punishment  for  their  attachment 
to  their  country.  Sometimes  in  the  dead  of  the 
night,  mothers,  ustors,  and  near  relatives,  were 
'doomed  to  hear  the  cries  and  groans  of  innocent 
victims^  which  he  dragged  away,  nor  was  it  in 
their  power  to  succour  or  aTenge  them .  Several 
^  these  chSdren  perishedamid  tbe-tortures  which 
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wen  inflictedapoo  them,  and  their  bcxUes  were 
then  conugned  to  the  grare  in  the  profonndeet 
secresy.  It  is  worthy  of  renuirit,  that  only  one  of 
these  twenty-five  young  men  escaped  a  cruel  fate. 
The  seoator  Noroailtzow,  who  would  hare 
dAserrodly  6gnred  upon  a  gibbet,  bad  left 
Warsaw  two  days  before  the  Polish  Insurrection, 
and  thus  did  not  atone  by  a  violent  death,  the 
crimes  which  had  blackened  lua  name,  for 
summary  justice  would  infallibly  hare  over- 
taken lum.  The  cruelty  and  impolitic  ctHuluct 
of  NoTosiltzow,  greatly  augmented  the  hatred 
that  was  entertained  against  the  Rus»aiu  in 
lithuama,  and  revived  in  all  its  pristine  fresh- 
ness, the  remembrance  of  their  ancient  inde- 
pendence, "niis  perverse  functionary  ever  tor- 
mented by  a  thirst  of  gain,  having  ever  sacrificed 
the  interests  of  his  country  to>U)oee  of  his  master, 
and  his  own,  hastened  in  a  great  degree  the 
explofflon  which  sapped  the  throne  of  the  Csar^ 
and  involved  bis  government  in  a  thorny  path, 
which  he  might  have  enabled  it  to  avoid.    To 
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him  mut  be  ascribed  the  Ion  of  bo  man; 
Ruanaa  and  Polish  lives  in  Lidiuaiiia :  he  U  the 
cause  of  all  the  bloodshed  that  has  happened, 
and  that  may  yet  happen. 

Beyond  a  doubt  such  men  are  sufficient  to 
produce  a  slow,  though  certain  and  horrible  re- 
action ;  such  men  may  indeed  be  etyled  the  moat 
fidthfiil  guardiaDS  of  Polish  BationalitTi  which  is 
indestructible  in  its  very  nature.  It  is  perhaps 
fortunate  for  thtk  nations  that  cannot  harmonise 
with  Rusria,  that  such  vipers  have  struck  their  ' 
&ngs  into  the  heart  of  that  power,  and  that  the 
wounds  which  they  have  inflicted  may  in  the 
course  of  time  grow  corrupt  and  mortify.  About 
three  years  have  now  elapsed  since  Novoultiow, 
having  returned  from  his  embassy  at  I>}odon, 
and  sinking  into  decay,  not  only  from  age,  but 
from  the  effects  of  habitual  intemperance,  and 
disgusting  excesses,  ceased  to  disgrace  the 
Russian  name,  having  at  length  terminated  by 
death  lus  infamous  career.  The  latest  posterity 
wiU  spit  OD  bis  tomb. 

la  1631  General  CHelgud  lost  much  valoabte 
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time  in  Lithuania,  instead  of  adrancing  rapidly 
upon  Wilna,  which  was  then  without  troops. 
After  having  allowed  the  Russians  to  concen- 
trate in  tbb  city  above  30,000  men,  he  made  a 
Tiun  attempt  to  capture  it. 

In  the  year  1839,  a  Russian  force  under 
the  command  of  general  Geysmer,  was  destined 
to  replace  another  force  that  was  in  garrison 
in  Poland.  Tliere  was  an  extensive  conspiracy 
in  these  corps,  and  the  conspiratois  bad 
agreed,  on  entering  Warsaw  to  take  posse»- 
uon  of  the  citadel  that  was  recently  erected,  as 
well  as  of  the  fortress  of  Modlio,  situated  about 
twenty-nine  English  miles  from  this  city,  to 
^tribute  arms  to  the  Poles,  and  to  emte  to 
insurrection  all  the  ancient  provinces  which  had 
been  unjustly  torn  away ;  to  dethrone  the  Em- 
peror Nicholas;  and  by  separating  Poland  for 
ever  from  Rusua,  to  force  a  new  Rus^n  govern- 
ment to  give  stable  laws  to  this  vast  empire,  as 
up  to  the  present  time,  all  Russia  is  governed 
by  several  thousand  Ukases  or  ordoonances,  that 
contradict  each  other  upon  all  important  n 
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Besides  there  is  no  liberty  of  the  press  in 
Rusua,  neither  public  opihion  is  respected^ 
nor  religions  toleration  endured;  all  the  civil 
and  military  functioaanes  are  bo  badly  pud,  that 
they  cannot  lire  three  months  of  the  year  upon 
their  annnal  stipends;  independentiy  of  this,- 
expensive  habits  of  living  and  the  grandenr  of 
exterior  show,  are  absolutely  in  (ashion,  and  so 
many  abuses  consequently  spring  up,  so  many  acts 
of  glaring  injustice'  are  committed,  as  to  bafBe 
description,  and  exceed  all  belief. 

This  conspiracy,  which  was  tolerably  well 
organised,  and  which  almost  every  Pole  bad 
joined,  would  most  probably  have  been  put  in 
execution,  had  it  not  been  revealed  by  the 
treacherous  accomplice  Syroczinike.  General 
Gientencweig  caused  a  part  of  this  force  to  be 
arrested  at  Wilna ;  a  similar  order  was  given  with 
reference  to  the  remunder ;  and  while  the  officers 
were  amused  with  the  expectation  of  a  pretended 
review,  which  was  to  take  place  before  the  Em- 
peror in  a  few  days,  some  regiments,  upon  which 
reliance  could  bo  placed,  arrived.    In  one  night. 
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mors  than  150  officen  were  Brr«ste<^  General 
Oflysmer,  althou^  mnoceD^  was  deprived  of  lu* 
cooimand,  and  the  OMispiracj  failed.  But  it  U 
to  be  obBorred  that  then  bod  already  been 
seTeral  military  oonqniwdes  in  Rusaa.  When 
the  anny  ooD^ureK  in  a  deepodc  eoiintry,  it  U  a 
bed  lign.  All  tlus  proves  incontroreilibly,  tliat 
there  is  «  permanent  nicer  in  the  very  heart  <^ 
Rnaoa,  that  it  wants  stability,  that  it  is  really 
mwb.  weaker  than  ia  generally  beGered.  Sach 
events  not  only  lower  the  conadaatkui,  in  wludi 
Rama  ia  held  by  Forwgn  States,  bat  they  really 
render  her  migfa^  poww  probleiaBtical  and 
quesdonsble.  We  diall  not  here  mention  the 
deserters  to  Frosna. 

What  a  striking  diflkrenea  there  is  between 
RiUttaand  En^and,  where  erery  tiling  is  stable 
and  dunble,  where  erery  indtvidoal  &  master  of 
his  own  person  and  hii  actions^  where  the 
government  is  based  upcm  virtue,  where  a  hnn- 
dred  miUktos  of  souls  are  peaceably  ruled  by 
even-handed  jnstiee  md  eqiuty.  By  a  compa- 
rison of  Eacts,  Englaiid  will  ^>paar  to  soperiw  to 
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i,  that  it  would  be  a  agaal  wrong,  even  to 
attempt  to  dtuv  an  analogy  between  tbem. 
Every  just  and  impartial  person,  who  till  the 
present  time  has  inhabited  and  scrutinized 
Russia,  abhors  that  ovei^rown  empire ;  every  just 
■od  impartial  man  that  has  sqoumed  in  England, 
and  looked  upon  all  her  insUtutions  with  an 
atteotive  eye,  is  dazzled  by  her  amazing  pros- 
perity, by  the  bright  halo  that  surrounds  her 
domestic  virtues,  grows  attached  to  her,  and 
becomes  an  Englishman  in  heart  and  soul. 


Aw  rtmarkt  on  -Butiia,  or  appmda^  to  t\t  tfot*$  en 
WUna. 

The  conspiracies  at  St.  Petersbu^,  and  plots 
of  which  the  ramificarions  and  extent  have  not 
yet  been  fully  discovered,  are  a  sufficiently  clear 
evidence  that  the  Rusraan  government  is  weak, 
and  in  constant  danger. 

The  dismemberment  of  Poland  was  one  of 

the  most  infamous  acts  that  nations  have  ever 

committed.      It  was  a  rapadous  and  unjust 

seizure,  which  has  not  even  the  plea  of  conquest 
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to  qualify  it.  Thii  dumembflrmeDt  hu  ib- 
Btroyed  the  balance  of  Europe ;  it  wo^  upon 
Turkey  with  all  itsproetrating  lofluence ;  Fiwaot, 
England,  aod  Aosbtu  feel  its  opprefluon. 
Tbe  whole  of  Europe  ia  threatoDed  by  it.  It 
has  coet  rivers  of  blood,  and  rivers  of  Mood  majr 
yet  flow  from  the  same  cause.  Its  dangerous 
consequences  b^in  to  manileat  themselves  more 
than  ever ;  as  the  wridiings  and  convolutions  of 
of  the  mighty  boa,  about  to  coil  its  ^aot  f<Jds 
around  its  victim. 

None  but  the  most  in&tuated  can  for  a  mo- 
ment doubt,  that  upon  tbe  preservation  of  tbe 
Ottoman  Empire,  depends  the  peace  and  pros- 
perity of  Eun^.  Perhaps  the  question  of 
Constantinc^le  touches  France  more  nearly 
than  Ei^hnd.  If  Russia  should  once  become 
mistress  of  Ckmstantinople,  she  would  de  facto, 
become  the  mistress  of  Europe.  Austria,  Italy, 
France,  Spain,  England  would  be  exposed  to 
her  invanons.  To  uphdd  her  ui^ust  system, 
she  would  be  constrained  to  humble  France. 
She  would  inflict  incalculable  damage  upon 
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eommaree.  Let  tlien,  France  and 
Englaod  unite  heart  sad  bond ;  let  them  extin- 
ffiidi  every  spu^  of  petly  rivalry.  Not  then, 
would  Russia  rouse  her  de^iotic  bead,  but  these 
two  nations  might  exercise  a-  salutary  influence 
over  all  the  ciriliaed  worid.  CSierisbed  and 
adored  by  the  whole  human  race,  they  might 
crush  oppwsuon,  annihilate  tyranny,  and  restore 
to  their  former  integrity  the  nadon  that  has 
been  dismembered  and  destroyed. 

Prerioosly  to  the  occupation  of  Constasti- 
nopls,  Russia  b  the  greatest  enemy  of  England, 
— after  that  occupation,  she  would  infallibly 
become  a  greater  enemy  of  France,  than  of 
England,  Who  knows  whether  she  would  not 
endeavour  to  seek  ao  arrangement  with  the 
latter  on  terms  that  might  lure  it  to  a  perfidious 
accommodation,  enuMng  at  once  the  En^ish 
commerce  and  influence.  As  the  present  is 
evermore  pressing  than  the  future ;  aa  Tarkey 
knows  that  England  has  been,  and  ever  will  be 
its  most  faithful  and  nnoere  ally,  every  TuA 
should  anticipate,  not  only  Che  recommendations 
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and  injtmctionB,  but  «TeQ  tbe  mort  secret 
thoughts  (^  England,  seeing  that  tbey  an 
directed  to  its  well-being  and  prosperity :  every 
suapituon,  every  distrust  of  England  shoi^  be 
lud  aside  by  the  Tu^iah  cabinets — ^no  half- 
measures  '  should  be  adopted :  unlimited  eon- 
fidence  will  save  Turkey,  while  tbe  want  of  this 
confidence  cannot  fail  to  bring  about  its  rain. 
One  must  be  a  Russian  agent  to  believe  for 
one  moment,  that  Russia  nurtures  no  designs 
against  Tuiiey ;  that  she  is  diranterested ;  that 
she  will  never  seize  upon  Constantinople.  It 
is  very  well  known,  that  Rus^  has  been 
working  for  a  whole  century  at  the  accomplish* 
ment  of  this  object*  Whatever  may  be  the 
state  of  Turkey,  whatever  her  difficulties,  let 
her  remember  that  Russian  fnendship  conceals 
a  dagger  to  bury  in  her  bosom,  and  that  a 

'  He  pTCMOt  ovenli  la  8«rrl»  mut  eon*btw  ill  atstM- 
nwti  how  iteadilT  Rimift  endMfoiin  to  dUorganlw  the 
Tnrklih  Empire,  sad  wilh  what  Impudent  arrogviee  and 
■com  ibe  tfMU  HaAej.  Let  It  be  a  wtroing  tts  Bn^knd, 
Francei  and  Aoitria.  Honla  draadi  eapeciallj  two  thln^ 
the  piGM  and  ImnrrecUon. 
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concealed  dagger  is  macb  mora  daogenniB  than 
a  weapon  viaibly  raised  to  strike  her.  If  the 
Turiush  cabinet  loses  sight  of  this  fitct,  if  she 
once  throws  herself  into  the  arms  of  Bnisia, 
■he  is  ondone.  If  her  British  Ambassador  be 
hokad  upon  as  Un  best  <£aposed  Tnric,— as  the 
tadmr  of  Tariiey,~if  the  TuiUsb  cabinet  ever 
keep  a  watchful  eye  upon  Russia ;  if  she  will  never 
yield  herseir  up  to  the  protection  of  this  her 
destrojer, — if  she  will  bear  in  remembrance 
the  words  inserted  in  the  Journal  of  SL  Peters* 
burg,  *'  We  will  march  npon  Constantinople, 
through  Calcutta," — It  mil  be  very  difficnh  for 
Rusua,  with  her  fleet  and  armies  to  take 
possesaon  of  Coiutantiaaple> — as,  bendea  all 
other  difficulties,  En^^d  and  Franco  will 
never  permit  Rosaia  to  do  such  a  thing  peace- 
ably. 

It  is  dear  and  obviona  that  the  eqwifition  of 
Chiva,  wasan  attempt  of  the  van-guard  of  Russia's 
hosts  upon  British  India.  But  let  the  small 
Indian  Princes  remember,  that  not  only  the 
navy,  but  also  the  army  of  England  is  the  best 
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in  the  universe ;  that  England  possesses  more 
money  than  the  whole  of  Europe ;  that  its 
gorerament,  based  upon  moderation  and  justice, 
is  superior  to  all  others, — let  the  Indian  Princes 
remember  that  they  have  all  the  enjoyment  of 
soYereignty  without  the  embarrassment  of  mun- 
taining  it ;  that  they  are,  perhaps,  the  happiest 
potentates  in  the  world.  If  ever,  thereforei 
perfidious  men  should  seek  to  alienate  them 
Srom  British  protection,  they  should  prush  these 
base  intriguers  as  they  would  a  poi^nous  ser- 
pent, for  endeavouring  to  inspire  them  with 
restlessness,  for  trying  to  destroy  their  happiness 
as  well  as  that  of  the  tribes  which  they  rule. 
Let  them  then  strive  to  gain  the  conQdence,  the 
affection,  the  high  consideration  of  the  powerful 
Queen  of  Britain.  I<et  them  remember  the 
fate  of  Tlppoo  Saib  who,  listening  to  perfidious 
counsellors,  was  dethroned  and  slup.  Napoleon 
was  great,  his  glory  immense,  he  conquered 
several  nations ;  let  them  remember  this  mighty 
emperor, — he  attacked  England,  was  dispossessed 
of  his  sceptre,  and  diei  in  exile;  let  them 
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connder  on  the  other  hand,*  that  all  those  who 
have  cultivated  Bn^li  friendship,  hare  been 
ever  free  from  injuiy.  Let  them  turn  their 
attention  to  Runjeet  Singh,  Sovereign  of  Lahore, 
who,  by  cultivating  British  friendship,  succeeded 
in  all  his  enterprises ;  went  on  from  biumph  to 
triumph  ;  learned  the  art  of  governing  from 
England,  and  lived  happy,  rill  God  called  him 
from  his  throne  to  a  peaceful  tomb.  Before 
his  death,  he  said  to  bis  courtiers,  "  Tlie  power 
of  England  is  the  power  of  God.  The  British 
are  a  race  of  men  superior  to  ours,  they  are 
good  as  angels  with  the  good,  and  terrible  as 
the  lightning  in  its  wrath  to  their  foes.  We 
ought  to  bless  Uie  Supreme  Spirit  that  he  has 
permitted  us  to  merit  the  benevolence  <^  his 
favoured  people," 

It  is  very  certain  that  the  British  constitution 
is  superior  to  all  others,  and  that  liberty  which 
is  every  whero  the  subject  of  discourse,  exists 

*  Idt  them  rnniBniber  what  hts  recently  hippeoBd  In 
India,  Cliliis,  EgTpt.  From  the  llnia  of  PbUip  the  Second, 
Sing  of  Bfla,  irhoeter  fooght  with  Englind  irai  put  down 
wlthantexGcptlon.— Let  Itbea  warning  tUoluroUteiiiatloiu. 
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no  where  but  in  England.  Those  who  have 
nerer  scjourned  in  fbreign  nations,  who  have 
never  been  out  of  England,  cannot  judge  hj 
comparison.  I  have  travelled  in  many  couotries, 
and  examined  their  institutions  with  attention. 
I  am  proud  of  walldng  on  British  ground,  and 
that  some  drops  of  British  blood  flow  in  mj 
veins.  Probably,  my  bones  will  repose  in  an 
English  grave,  and  would  to  heaven  that  those 
Britons  who  are  discontented  vrith  their  country's 
inatatutions  were  constrained  to  live  for  a  while, 
I  will  not  say  in  Rusua,  but  in  any  other 
country  than  their  own,  dien,  oh  then,  they 
would  blush  to  mnrmur  against  a  government 
which  is  the  most  patom&l  in  the  worid !  Should 
Poland  ever  again  rank  amongst  the  kingdoms 
of  Europe,  let  her  seek  a  King  from  England. 
Her  crown  would  rest  happily  on  the  brows  of 
Prince  George  of  Cambridge,  or  one  of  the 
high  bom  English  nobles. 
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«  Ttu  tIriUliigt  of  KHM  TiglUllt  gnltwi 

OfilwphMloYwtto*  wduU  rnktiMi^ 
And  imtloB*  optnlng  «f  the  eaMment." 

LOXD  Btxob, 

"  m  prcMnt 
If;  knM  to  Um,  tnd  V  bit  loftj  rtnk 
ImplM*  blm  mnrto  do  « loft;  dwd. 
Win  lift  hit  •ttfely  head  abore  hb  nnk." 

B.  Ehowlu'.Huvchbacx. 

Oh  the  second  dajr  of  the  ball,  Mary  watched 
in  vain  for  an  opportunity  to  acquaint  the 
Princeaa  mtb  her  meeting  Knuewskl  in  the 
.garden,  and  with  the  tows  by  which  they  had 
bound  thenuelvei  beneath  the  rtatue  of  the 
^^igin. 

When  ahe  had  retired  into  her  chamber,  she 

VOL.  III.  B 
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looked  abroad  bam  her  opened  window,  en- 
joying the  cool  and  pleasant  night-breeze,  while 
she  gazed  upon  the  bright  and  full  disk  of  the 
itaoon,  as  it  peeped  through  a  vista  in  the  dark 
umbrage  of  the  trees. 

She  bad  contemplated  but  for  a  few  moments, 
a  scene  so  congenial  to  her  soul,  when  she  heard 
beneath  her  window,  a  few  light  touches  on  the 
strings  of  a  guitaf,  and  then  a  manly  nnce 
symphonious  to  its  strains,  idnpng  a  canzonet  in 
a  foreign  tongue.  Ever  and  anon  she  could 
distinguish  the  name  of  Mary  in  the  Tocal  lay. 
The  richness  and  depth  of  the  voiee  was  mellowed 
into  the  tendeiest  softness  by  the  peculiarly 
adapted  harmony  of  the  instrument  on  which  the 
accompaiument  was  played. 

Jenny  came  suddenly  into  the  room  of  her 
mistress,  who  motioned  her  to  eilence  by  a 
gesture,  she  now  ventured  to  look  down  and 
perceived  a  inan  muffled  iq)  in  a  eloslc,  so  that 
it  was  imposnble  to  discern  either  his  fisatim  or 
"his  fenn* 
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Id  a  few  nunatet  tha  perfonner  ceased  his 
dittjTj  heaved  a  painful  sigh,  and  with  lingering 
steps  departed.  Alary  knew  not  what  to  think 
"Ot  thig  aeienade,  and  doubted  whether  she 
should  make  it  known  to  the  Princess  or  not. 

Similar  melodies  were  renewed  on  the  tmt 
following  ni^t»  at '  Uie  same  hour,  and  Mary 
now  had  cUscorered  that  this  nocturnal  musician 
was  no  other  theoi  Mendoca,  who,  after  the 
&shion  of  AndaluMa,  cams  under  the  window  of 
his  lore  to  eelehrate  her  charms  and  declare  the 
ardour  of  his  passion. 

Jenny  assured  her  nustress  that  not  only  the 
Prince,  but  the  Princess  also  was  fuHy  aware  of 
this  ]»«ce  of  Spanish  gallantry,  and  that  the 
major-domo  had  received  express  orders  to  keep 
off  all  intruders  at  the  hone  when  the  serenade 


Mary  was  the  more  puzzled  with  reference  to 
tlua  romantic  suit«r,  as  the  Princess  a[^)eared  to 
evade  her,  whenever  a  favourable  moment  fw 
eoofidantial  discourse  presented  itself,  ^though 
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her   frieodship   wis    maintained    with    equal 
tenderness. 

A  few  days  after  the  baU,  the  King  invited  to 
diDDer,  tlte  Prince  and  Princess,  Mary,  Men- 
doza,  Count  and  Countess  Paify,  and  Counten 
Folityllo,  in  short,  all  the  petsonages  to  whom 
he  believed  the  fiur  lady  oi  Albion's  isle  was 
rnost  attached. 

I>uriog  the  dinner,  Mary  ventured  to  speak  a 
word  or  two  in  farour  <^  the  Canon  Porezina, 
who  bad  been  long  seeking  preferment  to  « 
richer  benefice. 

Sigismund,  on  hearing  this,  located  sigiufi- 
cantly  at  Mendosa,  and  invited  the  company 
at  hia  table,  to  an  evening  party  on  tiie  morrow. 
The  next  day,  as  soon  as  Mary  came  into  the 
Royal  presence,  his  Blajesty  took  from  his  pocket 
a  parchment  scroll  and  requested  her  to  penise  it. 
This  document  notified,  in  due  form,  the 
app(untment  of  the  Canon  to  the  benefice  to 
which  he  had  aspired,  and  which  secured  him  the 
rig^t  of  succession  to  the  Inshopric  of  Wiloa. 
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Mary  was  rarpriaed  and  overoome  by  the  gracious 
iavour  and  liberality  of  her  Sovereign  to  one 
whom  she  so  highly  esteemed,  and  she  rignified 
her  gratitude  by  well-chosen  expresdonB  &d  a 
noet  respectfiil  obeisance. 

"  It  is  not  I  whom  you  have  to  thank,  but 
rather  Don  Mendoxa,  who  divines  and  antici- 
pates the  unexpressed  wishes  of  your  heart." 

Mary  turned  towards  the  ambassador  and 
uttered  a  few  words  of  acknowledgment,  by 
which  he  ^ipeared  hi^Iy  flattered,  beUering 
himself  now  lar  advanced  in  his  progress  to- 
wards that  enviable  attwnment,  "  to  love  and  to 
be  loved  agwn,"  yet  this  feeUe  sunbeam  of 
h<^  gleamed  but  to  deceive. 

Tbe  Countess  Falfy  took  leave  of  the  Princess 
and  Mary,  and  journeyed  into  Hungary,  accom- 
panied by  the  Count  and  her  cousin  Polityllo. 

Muj,  having  heard  that  the  Prince  was 
absent  from  tbe  palace,  upon  a  short  excuruon, 
hastened  to  the  Princess  with  the  fuU  intention 
of  revealing  to  her  the  secret  of  the  solemn 
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TOWS  she  h^d  recently  interchanged  witli 
KraVewskL 

She  had  not  yet  entered  tbe  bondt^,  in  wfaieh 
thel^noeu  was,  before  tix  heard  a  carriage 
stop  at  the  gates  of  the  palace  i  in  a  mmneat 
the  drums  beat,  the  gdaid  totned  out  and  pre- 
sented arms,  .the  military  band  began  to  {Jay. 
The  busy  TBorement  of  feotstepe  was  heard, 
thvou^but  the  palace ;  the  prineipal  divnber- 
lain  ran  with  breathless  haste  to  OBDounce  that 
the  King  had  just  armed,'  and  deored  an  im- 
mediate inteniew  with  the  Piincesa  and  Lady 
Mary  Barton. 

The  Princess  hastMied  ^iQwn  to  leoMve  his 
Majesty,  who  was  accompanied  by  Mendoza ; 
after  the  usual  coorteBy  and  civiStiM,  the  King 
walked  with  her  into  an  ai^oinuig  aparbnent, 
and  thus  expluned  the  object  of  his  viat :  **  I 
have  been  for  some  time  desirous  to  beheld 
that  charming  orphan  unitfid  to,  a  husbctnd,  who 
■¥raald  be  able  to  appreciate  her  transcendant 
lOrelioeas,  and  the  «z(!ellent  qualities  of  her 
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heart.  B««de8  t^  ftdraata^  4(  birth,  a 
colossal  foituiie,great  &Toar  apd  ipflttencQ.  with 
our  royal  person,  Don ' M^nd^sa  eo^rtpins  a 
deep  affectioa-forbers'beenjoyBaAunbletoUbed 
reputatioD,  the  mpst  e^ted  pro^ty  digolQea 
his  nature,  and  his  mind  is  adorned  with  er^rf  iar. 
tolldctual  refinemeat.  There  is  every  reaetm'for 
jodgingthatitwouldbeaTery  stdtable  tnatcb." 
The  Princess,  after  a  slight  heutatidn  repUed  t 
"  That,  at  her  esteem  for  Maiy  was  intaeadng 
every  day,  it  would-  aSbrd  ^r  the  greatest 
happiness,  if  so  britliaat  a  wnioa  could  be* 
efiected ;  bot  that  Mary,  while  shis  was  by  no 
means  insensible  to  the  merits  of  Dm  Mendoca, 
was  inspired  with  tender  sentiments  towards 
another;  that,  notirithfltandiiig  the  gentleaess 
(^  bar.  nature,  she  was  endowed  with  an  impes- 
noned  ^sposidon,  and  it  would  be  very  difficult 
to  induce  her  to  transfer  ber  auctions  from  <ne, 
on  whom  -she  doated,  to  another,  whom  she 
viewed  widi  faelings  of  indlSbrence.  She 
su[^cated  his  M^esty,  even  for  the  interest  ^ 
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Mendoza,  that  the  pn^ftool  mi^^t  be  delayed  to ' 
fpvt  time  for  the  newly-enkindled  sjnnpatbies  of 
Mary  to  cold  or  expire." 

When  ^e  had  eoneladed :  the  Ring  adad, 
**  Has  Bhe  conlessed  to  yon  the  secret  of  her 
heartr 

"  No,  your  Majetty,  she  has  often  a^qieared 
anuouB  to  do  BO,  but  I  always  contrived  to  f nu> 
tnte  her." 

"  Well  I  she  is  young  and  innocent;  she  has 
been  brought  up  in  a  mial  retirement,  and 
bang  solidted  by  those  around  her,  to  consent 
to  a  union  with  Mendoza,  she  mil  not  refuse — 
when  she  has  become  his  wife,  all  jweTions  im- 
.  presoofu  will  soon  be  e&ced.  I  should  there* 
fore  wish  to  make  Imown  to  her  immectiately  yrbat 
our  views  are  respecting  her." 

The  King  returned  into  the  apartment,  from 
which  he  iuui  retired.  Tlie  Prince,  who  was 
now  present^  listened  to  the  monarch's  intentiona 
with  reference  to  the  fiur  orphan,  and  highly 
ifiproTed  them. 
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Mary  was  eent  for  without  delay.  She  sooa 
appeared  in  a  neat  moming-diesB^  lie  beauty 
of  a  female  is  enhanced  by  the  gracea  of  exqui- 
site attire,  and  the  lustre  of  artifidBl  light,  but 
when  she  is  beautiful  in  the  morning,  she  is 
indeed  beautiful.  Thus  Mendora  gazed  upon 
her  with  lore  end  admiration;  even  the  King 
honoured  her  with  the  incense  of  compliments, 
after  which  he  withdrew  with  the  Prince  and 
Princess  into  the  next  room,  leaving  Mendoza 
alone  with  Mary. 

Both  the  Ambassador  and  "  ladye  fair"  for  a 
few  moments  observed  an  embarrassing  silence. 
A  8as[Hdon  of  what  was  to  follow  darted  at  once 
into  the  mind  of  Mary,  who  sat  with  downcast 
eyes,andrepliedbutinmonoByUable8.  Whenever 
Mendoza  made  an  efibrt  to  commeace  a  more 
seriouB  convenadon,  the  power  of  utterance 
forsook  lum,  and  the  sound  of  bis  voice  died 
away  unheard  upon  lua  lips. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the 
Prince  called  Mary  into  ibe  royal  presence ;  his 
B  2 
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Majesty  advanced  to  meet  her,  took  her  by  tbe 
hand,  and  frankly  eotoring  at  once  upon  the 
question,  eulogised  with  moch  eloquence  the 
high  qualities  of  Mendoza,  in  vboee  name  -he 
solicited  her  hand,  entreating  her  uot  to  reject 
an  alliance,  which  would  be  so  conduture  to  her 
happiness. 

Mary  stood  in  speechless  amazement;  the 
Princess  threw  herself  upon  her  neck,  embraced 
her,  and  began  to  plead  in  favour  of  the  Spanish 
dignitary.  Sigismund  renewed  his  BoHcItations, 
and  was  powerfolly  seconded  by  the  Prince. 

To  complete  the  scene,  Mendoza  was  sum- 
moned into  the  apartment,  and  now  on  bended 
knee,  he  declared  in  the  most  endearing  and 
respectful  terms,  the  ardour  of  his  affection,  and 
urged  her  to  become  his  bride. 

The  various  incidents  of  this  littie  interlude, 
had  succeeded  each  other  with  so  much  n^idity 
that  Mary  was  in  a  maze  of  perplexity.  The 
electric  shock  of  EUTprise  had  paralysed  her  mind 
and  rendered  her  for  a  few  moments  powerless 
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to  act  or  to  think.  In  her  deep  emottoQ  and 
coDfuuoa  she  looked  fixedly  around  hsr,  and; 
thoogh  there  was  a  seeming  vacancy  in  her  gaze» 
yet  in  the  whole  ezpreadon  of  her  lineaments, 
there  was  an  eloquent  appeal  to  every  feeling  <rf 
sympathy  and  pn^.  She  ibea  fell  upon  the 
bosom  of  the  Princess,  hiding  her  face  and 
trembling  violently.  When*  she  had.  become 
slightTy  composed,  she  manifested  a  de^re  to 
speak  with  her  protectress  in  private.  The  King 
and  Prince  as  well  as  Mendoza  withdrew  to 
the  farther  part  of  the  room*  and  Mary  now 
addressed  s  few  words  to  the  Princess  in  a 
whisper. 

'  The  Princess  nmled  approval,,  and  th«a 
ugnified  that  hsr  yomig  Mend  solicited  first  a 
private  interview  with  Don  Mendoza,  apd  per- 
mission to  retire  immediately  scFterwards  into 
her  own  apartments. . 

"  Modung  can  be  jnster  than  soch  a  request," 
9taA  the  King,  as  he  instantly  withdrew  followed 
by  the  Prince  and  S*rinceflB,  '*  the  modesty  of  a 
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Toong  female  mmt  be  rei^ected.— You  see,** 

added  he  in  a  whisper,  **  dut  I  am  ri^tL" 

As  soon  «8  Mary  was  left  with  the  Ambas- 
sador, she  summoned  up  all  her  presence  of 
mind  and  all  her  courage,  and  throwing  hendf 
v^n  her  knees  before  him,  was  about  to  address 
him. 

"Lady  Mary,  in  Heaven's  name^  what  are 
you  doing  ?"  exclaimed  the  noble  Spaniard  as  he 
rused  her  from  her  genufie»on. 

*'  I  am  an  orphan,"  said  she  to  hint,  "  yoa 
are  honourable,  frank,  and  kind-hearted,  I  hcfte 
you  wUl  pardon  my  nncerity.  My  heart  is 
already  another's ;  before  I  knew  you,  .another 
was  already  dear  to  me ;  he  sared  my  uncle 
from  impending  dealh,  he  has  lost  his  parents 
like  myself  he  has  been  Itmgt  fery  long  un- 
luq)py.  From  the  moment  we  first  saw  eadi 
other,  ouf  hearts  beat  reeponnve  with  mubia) 
affection.  He  is  bntYB,  in  honour  and  int^rity 
he  is  unequalled;  but  a  little  time  has  pasMd 
nnce  he  receired  my  pUghted  troth;    he  is 
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<leBrar  to  me  Uuu  life,  and  do  hamRn  power  can 
force  me  to  contract  another  alliance ;  and  then 
what  wonld  be  j<m.e  though  is  behoMng  a 
female  capable  of  violating  l»r  moat  solemn 
obligationi  ?  What  security  would  there  be  that 
she  will  not  violate  and  trample  under  foot,  at 
the  first  opportunity,  her  moat  sacred  duty 
towards  a  man  who  poBsesaes  only  her  eBteem* 
when  she  has  broken  and  spumed  her  engage- 
ments  with  one,  who  enjoys  both  her  esteem  and. 
her  lore.  If  you  then  cheriBh  any  kindly 
fieelings  ibr  me ;  if  your  heart  is  accesnble  to 
pity ;  if  you  mil  not  fruitlessly  augment  my 
snrowB,  and  plunge  me  into  irremediable  mis- 
fortunes, cease,  oh,  cease  your  addresses ;  I  can- 
not, I  cannot  be  your  bride.  Be  then  noble- 
minded  I  you  have  so  many  adrantages  I  you 
will  find  BO  many  females,  whose  hearts  are  still 
free,  who  wonld  be  ready  to  devote  their  whole 
lives  to  you.  I  am  and  ever  shall  be  your 
friend,  yes,  your  true  friend,  and  for  this  slender 
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■tcrifice,  my  heart  mil  orerflow  with  eternal 


.  Haiy  hsd  spoken  with  so  -mndi  fammr,  that 
tli0  noble  Ambanador  could  not  iisr  a  moment 
doubt  the  tnie  state  of  her  mind. 

For  a  few  iP'f"**"  he  observed  a  profoiBid 
ulence.  He  was  staodbig  apv — a  laige  mirror 
was  niqiended  oppodte  to  him, — ba  saw  that 
his  hair  onoe  ao  daric  and  ghna^,  was  thicU^ 
interspersed  with  grey ;  desfttte  the  beet  affbrts 
(^  his  valet  to  arrange  and  conc^  his  giizzled 
locks,  the  littJe  serpents  shewed  tbamselves. 
His  iniagiiiatitm  was  sobered  by^the  m^t— be 
•ooUy  reflected  i^xm  himself;  it  occurred  to 
him  diat  he  was  oo  the  less  enviable  side  of 
forty,  he  could  not.  hide  fioom  bis  own  tbongfats 
tligt  there  was  once  a  time,  iriiea  tiae  dassling 
beauties  of  AndaluMa  had  kindled  a  morv 
ardent  flame  in  his  'bosom,  and  that  this  time 
had  been  swept  down  the  floods  of  etemi^,  and 
would  no  more  return.  Guided  by  noble 
impulses  and  triumphing  orer  his  passion,  he 
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took  hold  of  Ma>y*8  haia^  niud.it'  iolui  lipe, 
ngbed  beaTily,  and  pledged  bis  honour,  Uiat 
to  fnf9  himself  worthy.  V  her  ooofidenM-  and 
ineitiBiahla  ^eodAip,  be  would  tJonstrain  him- 
self to  a  perfijet  obecUento  to  her  irishea,  and 
would  not  be  an  obstacle  to  her  bappinesB. 

This  generous  self-control  was  acknowledged 
hj  Mary  in  teims  that  erinced  her  gratitude, 
and  she  fled  through  a  ride-door  from  the 
presence  of  the  mag;nanimoue  Spaniard,  who 
returned  into  the  apartment,  where  the  King, 
iritfa  the  Prince  and  Princess,  was  waiting  for 
him,  and  made  known  the  result  of  his  pro- 
posaL 

**  Yon  have,  it  seems,  terminated  this  impor- 
tant a&ir,"  stud  the  King,  while  the  Princess 
read  the  truth  in  the  rueful  countenance  of  the 

*'  Yes,  your  Majesty,  I  have  settled  it  ami- 
cably. I  am  penetrated  with  a  deep  sense  of 
gratitude  for  all  your  kindnesses,  I  have  a 
greater  esteem,  a  greater  fiiendship  than  ever 
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for  Lady  Marfi  but  I  ahall  never  become  ber 
hoiband." 

Tbe  King,  on  hearing  tlua  positire  sasertion, 
took  his  leare  with  an  ur  of  displeasure,  and 
passing  tbrou^  tbe  hall,  stepped  into  his 
carriage  with  Mendoca. 
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CHAPTER  n, 

"  Puewell  I  ■  wurd  that  moit  be." 
Btboh. 

AlthoDob  tlie  FriDfieBs  had  seen  Mgry  at 
dinner,  and  spent  nearly  the  whole  <^  the 
evening  with  her,  the  company  was  so  numerous 
on  that  day,  and  hoth  were  so  deeply  engaged 
in  doing  the  honours  of  enterttunment,  that 
they  retired  to  rest  without  having  any  oppor- 
tunity for  coDTeisadon  upon  confidential  sub' 
jects. 

The  Princess*  however,  went  into  Mary's 
room  at  an  eariy  hour  the  following  morning, 
and  seeing  that  she  was  absorbed  in  thonghtful- 
nesa*  asked  her  the  cause  of  her  teverie.    Mary 
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now  ravealed  the  secret  of  her  inteniew  with 
Kraiewski  in  the  gardea,  and  having  made 
known  all  that  had  passed  with  Mendoza,  she 
informed  the  Princess  of  the  determinatioD  she 
bad  taken  tor  the  future. 

Her  protectress,  having  listened  to  her  atten- 
tively, replied,  that  though  she  had  a  suspicion 
of  the  truth,  her  suppoutions  had  by  no  means 
reached  ila  full  extent.  "  Your  uncerity,  and 
the  plenary  confidence  you  have  just  reposed 
in  me,"  ccntinued  she,  "  stiei^then,  if  poanble, 
my  attachment  to  yott:^— I  teg^t  much  that 
KrwewsLi  has  not  tlie  same  advantages  in  sodal 
life  H  Alendoza,  Bltliongfa  he  is, .  pmttanit,  su- 
perior to  him  in  other  nspeets.  Belwve  me, 
my  dear  child,  many  latfies  many-  rather  for  a 
title,  a  rankf  a  point  of  support  in  societyf  dian 
from  the  dictates  of  any  sincere  afiection.  But 
yon  little  raBomble  soefa  persfflis;  your  ima- 
^nalion  is  of  t«o  .«xakad  a  natoTB,  your 
^spontaoD  too  enthtauartic,  yooz  soiil  too 
uDpasuoned   to  bUow  .  the  soft  witcheries  of 
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grandeur  and  high  rank  to  dfaw  you '  into  & 
union,  wfaicli  your  heart  does  not  Approve.  Thft 
flame  titat  bums  wittun  you  is  too  sacred  to  be 
eclipsed  by  the  glare  of  worldly  elevation.  Yoa 
were  bora  for  dotneetic  life,  for  cheridiiag  and 
kindling  affection.  Females,  whose  minds  are 
fhos  constitated,  are  often  very  uiif<»tunate. 
May  heaves  decree  yod  a  happier  deeUny. 
Yoa  are  young,  but  yoa  possess  the  wisdom  of 
riper  years,  and  you  appear  to  be  gifted  wiUt 
tite  power  of  reading  the  souls  of  those  who 
come  within  the  sphere  of  your  intercourse.  I 
have  made  particular  inquiries  relative  to  your 
intended,  avoiding,  however,  to  mention  it  to 
you,  in  ^e  expectation  that  your  attachment 
might  lose  the  glow  of  its  first  coleunog ;  and 
again,  I  ma  desirous  of  having  farther  jvoof  of 
your  sentiments  towards  him.  I  liave  learned, 
beyond  tfae  shadow  of  a  doubt,  tliat  he  is  a 
gentieman  of  an  inestimable  character,  and 
dignified  by  every  .virtue.  As  you  ore  both 
young,  as  your  fortune  ift  convdarable,  thne 
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may  be  vasxij  yean  of  happiness  in  sUtfa  for 
jou.  The  King,  it  ia  true,  was  displeased  with 
yoUf  bat  his  naturd  kindness,  and  the  infiueooe, 
which  my  husband's  bmily  wiU  always  maintain 
at  court,  by  his  prominent  station  in  lithnasia, 
and  abore  all,  by  the  late  triumphs  d!  my  st^- 
father,  and  brother-in-law,  will  recondle  lum 
to  you  in  the  course  of  a  Uttle  time.  Your 
Intended  has  only  to  make  choice  of  an  bonoor- 
able  career,  justice  will  be  done  to  his  talents, 
he  will  be  derated  to  high  dignities,  and  your 
name  will  contribute  powerfully  to  his  promo- 
tion. In  whatever  part  of  the  worid  you  may 
be  placed,  whatever  fortune  Providence  may 
giant  you,  I  shall  never  cease  to  cherish  yoo. 
Tb9  chain  that  links  our  hearts  together  may 
be  lengthened,  but  it  cannot  be  severed  by  our 
separation." 

Maiy  listened  with  feelings  of  rapture  to  the 
words  of  her  protectress  and  gave  vent  to  her 
gratitude  in  a  touching  reply.  She  was  shrink- 
ing from  the  punfiil  duty  of  acquainting  tb» 
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Priacess  with  her  detenninfttioD  to  letam  into 
SamogitU,  when  a  nusdve  waa  brought  her  fnnn 
Ravd&n,  anDoundng  the  aeriouB  indiipodtioii  of  . 
her  uncle.  She  commumcated  this  unwelcome 
intelligence  to  the  Princees,  and  ezprested  her 
intention  of  setting  out  with  as  little  dela^  as 
posttble.  "My  uncle,"  added  she;  "has 
brought  me  up  firom  my  cluldbood,  he  has  been 
a  second  &tfaer  to  me, — he  has  graUfied  my 
wishes,  eren  ere  they  could  be  expressed.  I 
should  be  ungrateful  to  allow  any  o[^>ortanity  to 
slip  without  ^ving  him  proofs  of  my  affection 
for  lum,  and  above  all,  if  I  deserted  him  on  the 
bed  of  sickness." 

The  Princess,  not  TOaturing  upon  any  objeo- 
tion,  gave  orders  for  the  necessary  prepomlioni, 
and,  like  an  attentive  mother,  superintended 
them  mth  peculiar  care.  She  loaded  Mary  with 
costly  presents,  a^ipointed  several  servants,  two 
officers  of  her  household,  and  a  respectable 
matron  to  accompany  her  to  her  uncle's ;  and 
promised  herself  the  pleaaore  of  being  present 
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at  RanlaD  vhb  tha  Prince,  vbea  the  ni^rtiab  o£ 
her  dear  pupilk  ibo^d  be  celebrated. 

As  the  departure  of  Mary  waa  to  be  imme- 
^Bte,  it  was  eoon  annooneed  that  every  thhig 
ms  m  perfect  readiaen,  and  at  (he  same  moment 
two  traTellmg  carriagea  came  rattling  i^  to  the 
hall-door  of  the  palace. 

Mary,  having  bid  aiUeu  to  the  prindpal  per- 
sons in  the  palace,  was  sdll  engaged  in  a  parting 
conrersation  with  the  Princess. 

The  word  '  hrewell'  conveys  a  loneliness,  a 
desolation  into  the  heart, — it  awakens  moamfnl 
ideas — ^what  sad  associatjons  gather  around  it  I 
—what  agonies  it  sometimes  breathes  1  Oh,  it 
is  wrong,  if  we  can  avcnd  it,  to  tear  ourselves 
from  a  spot  in  which  we  have  formed  but  even 
a  few  intimacies ! — Who  can  presume  to  fix  the 
period  of  his  return  when  the  evening  of  delight 
is  so  frequently  succeeded  by  the  storms  of 
advernty  in  the  morning  ? 

The  Princess  and  the  fur  wphan  were 
atroni^y  attadhed  to  each  other.     Tliere  was  no 
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bther  female  that  occu{a«d  the  same  nmlc  in  the 
esteem  of  the  Princeu,  M  oae  eqjeyed  her  con- 
fidence eo  completely  aa  Maiy ;  but  there  vu 
BO  one,  wlio  entertained  so  great,  so  sincere 
an  sffectipi)  for  her.  Sad  and  ulent,  they 
lingered  ul  a  mutual  embrace, '  and  aepareted 
from  each  other  in  tears.  Mary  (£«tributed  the 
coDtenta  ol  h^r  purae  now  for  -the  seoond  time 
among  the  tenants  of  the  palase,  «nd  fcdlowed 
by  their  beit  wishes,'  q)r8ng  into  the  carriage. 

Haying  already  proceeded  a  certain  distance 
from  the  city,  she  suddenly  e^es&ed  a  most 
anxious  desire  to  return  to  the  palace. 

The  carriage  was  turned  round,  and  at  the 
same  mommt  a  horseman  vas  seen  advancing  at 
inll  speed,  followed  b^  a  caleohe  about  abundred 
yards  from  him.  Thi  PrinceBs,  Impelled  by  the 
ardour  of  her  friendship,  Was  deuions  to  embrace 
once  more  the  object  of  her  esteem,  llie 
couriv  had  been  despatdied  to  overtake  the 
carriaga  and  detmn  it,  till  the  arrir&I  of  the 
IMncon,:  whose    carriage    instantly 
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Tbey  were  in  an  instant  in  each  other's  anns,  and 
the  terrible  moment,  in  which  thus  embraciiig, 
they  had  neariy  perished  by  the  wolves,  recurred 
to  their  minds.  The  troubles  that  hare  be«i 
borne,  the  dangers  that  have  been  Bormounted 
ID  company  with  another,  frequently  establish 
and  cement  the  bonds  of  amit^  in  sensitiTe  souls. 
"ntB  evening  mists  were  gathering,  and  daik- 
nesB  coining  on ;  the  Princess  fearing  some 
accident  mi^t  happen  to  Mary,  was  the  first  to 
disentwine  her  arms,  and  bid  her  once  more 
adieu.  Sobs  doked  her  utterance,  Mary  was 
equally  moved.  In  tins  state  of  emotion  they 
each  stepped  into  thrar  carriages,  which  drove 
off  in  oppodte  directions.  The  interval  between 
them  widened,  they  waved  their  handkerchief^ 
as  long  as  a  hope  was  left,  that  these  parting 
ugnals  could  be  descried.  Tie  eyes  of  Mary 
were  still  filled  with  tears,  although  a  heavy 
wei^t  seemed  to  have  been  removed  from  her 
heart.  Her  thoughts  did  not  yet  dwell  upon  ber 
nuptialB.    Wilna  however  tpA  all  the  intimadM 
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she  had  there  contracted  gradually  waxed  dim 
1)efors  the  overpowering  brightness  of  a  senti- 
ment, which  by  its  nature  exennses  a  tyrant's 
Bwajf  over  every  other. 

Kight  and  day  she  continued  her  journey. 
The  idea  of  approaching  the  spot  inhabited  by 
him  she  adored,  and  by  whom  she  was  so 
ardently  loved,  caused  her  heart  to  beat  quickly. 
The  carriage,  in  its  rapid  course,  darted  by 
villages,  forests,  and  {dains ;  but  Mary  would 
have  given  it  wings  or  the  lightning's  speed. 

In  proportion  as  she  advanced  towards  the 
scenes,  which  her  childhood  had  beheld,  many 
pleasing  reminiscences  gladdened  her. 

He,  that  has  not  dwelt  for  a  long  time  in 
some  rural  spot  among  fiiendi,  who  are  dear  to 
him ;  be  that  has  never  experienced  the  cordial 
reception  of  those  who  feel  a  true  interest  in 
his  welfare,  can  never  imagine  what  happiness 
we  enjoy,  when  we  draw  near  to  the  place  where 
we  ^all  be  received  with  open  arms.  It  seems 
thiA  when  wc  are  hastening  to  the  lands  we 
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have  80  often  traversed ;  that  we  koow  so  well  ,- 
that  hare  been  so  many  times  the  object  of 
our  ardent  desites,  of  all  oar  thoughts,  and  where 
all  our  alfectioas  are  concentrated,  the  hilts  and 
the  villages  greet  us  with  smiles,  Ibe  water  of 
the  rills  and  the  rivers  become  more  limpid, 
the  meadows  and  the  trees  welcome  and 
assume  a  livelier  hae  to  please  us. 

As  socm  as  Mary  i^tiQctly  perceived  the 
dome  of  the  church,  the  chimneys  and  the  rods 
of  the  caatle  of  Ravdan,  she  clapped  her  hands 
for  joy. 

Night  was  just  spreai^g  her  dark  veil  over 
the  face  of  the  earffa,  and  as  the  day,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  fog,  had  been  colder  and  damper 
than  usual,  nutnerous  fires  had  been  lifted  in 
several  apartments  of  the  castle,  and  the  light 
from  the  dining-room  gleamed  through  the  fo^y 
medium  with  a  dusky  redness. 

The  draw-bridge  creaked  heavily  beneath  the 
carriage,  which  stopped  before  the  baletuiy. 
The  loud  warning  totcbs  of  the  dogs  were  the 
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first  signal  of  the  appeanmee  of  Bome  of  the 
domestics. 

Maiy  was  in  a  moment  surrounded  by  the 
dogs,  who  rect^ised  their  fond  mistress.  Their 
yelpings  of  delight  and  noisy  greetings  were  in- 
termingled with  the  loud  announcements  of  the 
domestics,  exclaiming ;  "  Oar  beautiful,  oui 
dear  mistress  has  arrived." 

Casimir,  who  was  little  thinking  of  such  an 
aniral,  was  sent  by  bis  lather  to  know  the  cause 
of  the  disturbance.  Men,  women,  and  dogs 
were  now  gathered  round  Mary  (o  welcome  her. 
Casimir  perceived  her  amid  the  varied  assem- 
blage, and  ran  to  meet  her. 

"  Ah,  coiudn !" 

"  Ah,  Canmir  I"  were  the  only  words  inter- 
changed between  them,  fiw  Mary  immediately 
asked :  "  How  is  my  uncle  ?  where  b  he  ?  where 
is  he?" 

*'  He  is  a  little  indispoaed  \" 

"  What,  still  indisposed  ? 

"  He  has  been  very  ill,  as  you  know ;  but  he 
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is  DOW  bettor^  aldiough  he  stills  keeps  his  room." 
— "  Let  UB  go  to  Iiim,  this  instant,  my  dear 
Caumir." 

Mary  accepted  her  coiudn's  arm.  Ihej  went 
through  several  loonu.  Mar^  peroeiTed  her 
uncle  seated  in  an  arm-chur  sear  the  fire,  hold- 
ing a  book  in  his  hand.  At  the  noise  of  footstepa 
he  looked  up  and  observed  Mary. 

"  By  sunts  and  angels,  'tis  my  niece !"  and 
throwing  the  book  into  the  middle  of  the  room, 
he  sprung  from  bis  seat  to  embrace  her. 
<*  My  dear,  my  kind  uncle  1" 
«  My  dear,  my  affectionate  Mary  t"  were  the 
warm  expressions  dictated  by  hearts  overflowing 
with  joy. 

A  moment  afi»r  Snarska  came  running  into 
the  room,  quite  out  of  breath :  **  How  is  my 
dear  little  lady-bird,  my  darling  lambkin  ? 
orange  of  my  lips,  torqudae  of  my  life,  dove  of 
my  heart,  honey  and  sngar  of  my  thoughts  and 
my  dieams,"  exclaimed  Snarska  presung  her 
cherished  &vourite  in  her  anna ;  **  tb,  bow  cold 
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you  are  I  Let  me  offer  joa  a  little  waim  wine 
and  something  nice." 

A  lai^e  fire  was  soon  blazing  in  the  adjoin- 
ing room  and  re&eahTneata  were  served. 
Casimir  went  and  gare  orders  that  ererf  atten- 
tion should  be  pud  to  the  comforts  of  those  who 
had  accompanied  Maiy  firom  Wilna.  He  re- 
turned with  Jenny,  who  had  been  received  every 
where  widi  joy,  and  who  hastened  to  pay  her 
homage  to  her  master. 

•'Weill  my  little  Amazon,"  said  VasovicE; 
"  are  yon  come  to  ^ve  us  a  fresh  exhilntion  of 
your  equestrian  skill  ?" 

The  old  Colonel,  who  was  far  from  having 
any  antipathy  to  the  fair  sez,  gave  her  a  gentle 
embrace,  kisung  her  forehead  and  tappiag  her 
cheek  In  quick  succession. 

Mary,  being  fiatigued  with  her  journey,  and 
having  to  write  a  long  letter  to  the  FrincesB, 
retired  into  her  own  apartment  at  an  early  hour. 
Her  sleep  was  not  sound,  for  she  was  disturbed 
by  conndering  in  what  manner  she  should  moke 
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knowD  to  her  uncle  ber  recent  vowa  of  eternal 
fidelity  to  Kratewski.  On  the  next  day,  when 
those  who  had  accompanied  Mary  from  Wilna 
bad  set  out  on  their  return,  Vasoricz  was  viaited 
bj  Buczaks,  and  others  of  his  near  neighbours, 
who,  baving  beard  of  Mary's  arrivBl,  had  come 
to  congratulate  her  and  bear  what  vas  going  on 
at  court 

Kraiewski  was  not  long  before  he  made  h  is 
appearance :  Mary  was  visibly  perturbed,  when 
she  beheld  Imn  and  returned  hit  greeting.  Her 
■oft  blue  eyes  were  directed  downward.  The 
Colonel  pretended  not  to  notice  ber  embarrass- 
ment. The  young  officer  was  already  one  of 
his  most  indmste  friends,  and  indirectly  appror- 
ii^  his  a^fstioo  for  Maryj  be  requested  him  to 
accompany  her  in  her  walks  and  rides.  Our 
heroine  had  sometimes  appointments  with  bim 
on  the  island  in  the  Niemen,  but  always  in  the 
presence  of  Jenny,  who  naturally  became  the 
discreet  confident  of  her  mtBtress's  sentiments. 

WbeneTer  Mary  appeared  anxious  to  discourse 
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wHb  her  uncle  upon  the  sul^ect  of  her  lore,  he 
seemed  to  have  an  instinctive  fore-knowledge  of 
her  intention,  and  evaded  her  intentions  by 
iotiodaciDg  a  difierent  toinc. 

One  day,  Denhof  came  unexpectedly  to  Rav- 
dan,  and  had  the  mortification  to  meet  Mary  in 
a  t€te-a-tSte  with  Ktaievski. 

The  two  rivals  looked  doners  at  each  other. 
Denhof  met  with  a  cool  reception  at  the  Castle, 
and  when  be  attempted  to  make  some  advances 
to  Mary,  she  gave  him  clearly  to  understand,  that 
her  preference  had  fallen  upon  another. 

This  was  a  cruel  blow  to  his  self-love.  He 
bore  in  mind  the  vague  rumours  that  had  reached 
his  ears  at  Wilna,  andhe  remembered  the  sudden 
dis^>pearaDce  of  Mary  from  the  ball-foom.  By 
combining  former  circumstances  with  those  of 
recent  date,  he  had  now  not  the  shadow  (^ 
a  reason  for  doubting  hb  complete  and  final 
rejection. 

It  was  already  late.    The  chivalrous  gallants. 
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who  were  determined  to  seek  the  first  oppoT> 
tunity  for  aetUing  their  quarrel,  retired  from  the 
room  nearijr  at  the  same  moment.  When  they 
perceived  that  they  were  alone,  they  walked  tip 
to  each  other. 

"  You   remember  without  doubt.  Captain," 
said  Dcnhof,  "  our  last  meetbg." 

"  I  remember  very  well,"  replied  Kralewski, 
interrupting  him,  "the  base  falsehoods  you 
shamelessly  uttered  ree|)ecting  me  on  the  day  of 
the  ball,  and  I  am  very  glad  that  you  have 
spared  me  the  trouble  of  seeking  you  elsewhere." 
Then  with  an  air  of  disdun  he  threw  down  his 
gage.  Denbof  at  first  made  no  reply,  but  took 
up  the  gauntlet  He  then  rejoined  with  cotting 
irony ;  "  Perhaps  your  spirit  will  be  hoveriiig 
over  these  walls  ere  you  can  again  acnoy  your 
Bustress  with  your  amorous  protestationB.'' 
.  "  No  boasting,  lieutenant,  no  Ul-timed  vaaet- 
ings." 

'"I  challeoge  you  to  mortal  combat, on  hone- 
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back ,  and  oa  foot,  with  sabre  and  pistol :  —meet 
me  to-morrow  at  nine  in  the  morning,  near  tbA 
statue  of  the  Virgia  on  the  road  to  Komo." 

"  Enough  t  enough  1  Sir,"  replied  Kraiewekl, 
with  the  most  perfect  coolness  and  self-posseesion. 

Denhof  left  the  castle  clandestinelj^,  while  the 
faroured  rival  returned  to  enjoy  the  sweet  con- 
Terse  of  Mary,  and,  when  she  had  withdrawn 
into  her  own  apartment,  he  communicated  to 
the  Colonel  all  that  had  just  taken  place  between 
himself  and  Denhof,  and  he  requested  him  to  be 
hb  second. 

Vaaoricz  Uatened  to  him  with  the  greatest 
attention,  and  as  he  was  extremely  punctilious 
in  such  circunutaoces,  when  the  quarrel  was 
with  a  gentleman ;  he  tiianked  him  for  his  confi- 
dence, and  assented  to  his  request :  he  advised 
him,  however,  to  have  another  second  beddes 
himself  and  he  proposed  his  near  neighbour, 
and  former  fellow-warrior,  Major  Buczaka. 

Kraiewski  concurred  beforehand  with  every 
ammgement  that  the  Starost  might  think  proper 
c  2 
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to  make  in  such  aa  emergency.  A  letter  was 
despatched  in  all  haste  to  the  IWtar,  by  the 
Cowack  Mucha,  who  soon  raturned  with  a  favour- 
aUe  answer.  A  sui^oo  and  a  priest  were 
reqaested  to  be  on  the  ground*  and  Mohed  went 
to  fetch  the  arms  and  armour  of  his  master. 

Vasoricz  and  Kra'iewski  did  not  separate  till 
after  midnight.  Every  precauUon  bad  been 
taken  to  keep  the  afiair  a  profound  secret  iu  the 
castle. 


c.y  Google 


tHB  8BTEHTBBNTB   OSHTUBT. 


CHAPTER  III. 

■•  So  mea  ucoiDpIlihed  wH  «telt  knight 
To  itrike  ud  to  defedd  In  flsht. 
Their  msetlng  mt  a  goodly  light, 
Vblle  piftte  tad  mtil  held  true," 

BbiSAL  or  TXIBBKAIR. 

On  the  following  morning  at  the  junction  of 
two  roada,  the  Starost,  witJi  Kraiewski  and 
Cafdmir,  came  according  to  agreement  to  meet 
Buczaka,  at  the  appointed  hour.  Our  cham{non 
here  buckled  on  his  armour  and  sprang  upon  hie 
chai^r.  The  caralcade  proceeded  without 
delay  to  the  arena,  Deohof  was  already  on  the 
ground}  armed  and  equipped  for  combat,  and 
waiting  for  the  arriva]  of  his  adversary. 
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Tbe  four  Beconds  saluted  each  other  coar- 
teaadj  and  dismounted,  while  the  two  knights 
remuned  motioiilesa  upon  their  horsM,  like 
statues  of  steel,  and  rather  as  impasfflve  spectators 
than  acbHs  in  tbe  approaching  drama. 

Tbe  Colonel,  with  graTit^  and  composure  io 
his  a^>ect,  looked  at  his  watch  and  said :  "  Gen- 
tlemen,  it  is  time."  Immediately  he  himself 
and  Buczaka,  with  TbItosz  and  Hia  other  of 
Denhof  s  seconds,  fixed  upon  a  suitable  spot, 
measuring  forty-five  paces  each  way,  and  thrust- 
ing two  unsheathed  swords  into  the  turf  at  the 
opposite  extremities  behind  the  two  rivals,  who 
were  stationed  in  such  a  manner,  that  each  had 
the  same  adrantoge  of  tfae  sun.  Every  pre- 
caution was  taken  by  the  seconds  with  so  deep  a 
foresight,  so  complete  a  knowledge  of  the 
minutest  details,  that  it  required  but  little  or  no 
penetration  to  perceive  their  perfect  fomiliarity 
with  umilar  scenes. 

The  antagonists  were  now  requested  to  ride 
round  the  lists  and  to  make  themselves  «> 
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C[uunted  with  evsry  rise  or  inequalit;  of  the 
ground.  Their  noble  steeds  paced  slowly  and 
proudly  over  the  verdant  aoiL  The  champions 
were  in  the  flower  end  vigour  of  their  youth,  the 
figures  of  both  were  handsome  and  moulded  for 
strength,  both  were  sheathed  in  a  panoply  of 
refulgent  steel,  their  helmets  were  adwned  with 
the  national  eagle  and  overshadowed  by  a  beauti- 
ful plume  that  was  caressed  by  the  wooing 
zephyr;  behind  the  left  shoulder  of  each  was 
suqwnded  a  leopard's  skin  with  talons  of  gold. 
The  horse  on  wluch  Kraiiewski  rode,  was  as 
white  as  a  swan.  The  steed,  mounted  by  Den- 
hof,  was  as  black  as  the  raven's  wing 

Both  the  cbaigers  were  splendidly  caparisoned 
and  from  the  binder  part  of  the  saddle  rose  to 
the  same  height  on  each  ude  two  tall  eagle- 
feathers  tipped  with  silver.  The  noble  steeds, 
with  their  manes  floating  gracefully  over  their 
arching  necks,  and  pairing  beneath  the  iron 
smy  of  thmr  riders,  who  managed  them  with 
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equal  skill,  noir  confronted  each  other  ia  their 

respective  stations  on  the  lists. 

The  sectHids  retired  s  shcnt  distance  behind 
the  Bteel-clsd  knights,  now  steady  and  erect  upon 
their  gallant  chai^rs.  About  fift^  paces  irom 
the  Starost  stood  his  son  Caaimir,  as  a  spectator, 
and  near  him  was  a  surgeon,  who  was  uncasing 
lus  instruments,  arranging  lus  lint,  and  putting 
in  order,  for  readj  qipliance,  the  various  para- 
phernalia of  his  art  On  an  adjacent  spot  wasa 
group  of  men,  tall  and  robust  in  appearance, 
who  fixed  their  eyes  alternately  upon  the  oom- 
batanta  and  upon  two  commodious  litters  placed 
beside  them. 

Behind  Kraiewski  was  stationed  at  a  re- 
spectful distance  the  faithful  negro  Mohed, 
holding  in  lus  hands  two  lances  and  two  un- 
sheathed swords,  while  he  was  examining  irith 
attention,  two  braces  of  pistols  in  a  case,  wluch 
was  upon  the  ground  dose  to  him. 

DenhoPs  squire  holding  in  Ube  manner  sabres 
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and  laiices,  luid  with  a  case  of  pUtoU  at  hia  feet, 
was  wuting  in  readiness  to  obey  the  orders  of 
fau  master. 

*'  Gentlemen,"  said  the  Starost,  addressing 
the  two  rivals ;  "  at  this  moment  you  may  be 
•tantUng  on  the  verge  of  the  grave ;  you  have 
undoubtedly  confessed  this  morning ;  repeat 
Qien  a  pater  and  an  ave  for  your  souls,  for  you 
may  be  soon  called  from  this  changing  scene 
into  the  presence  of  the  great  Ruler  of  human 
destiny." 

The  adversaries  took  off  their  helmets,  the 
bystanders  uncovered  their  heads :  all  repeated 
after  the  Starost,  with  a  loud  voice  the  solemn 
orisons. 

An  attentive  observer  might  have  seen  the 
fisme  of  Kraiewski  tremble  with  a  momentary 
shudder  as  he  pronounced  the  name  of  Mary, 
nor  did  his  emotion  escape  the  eye  of  Denhof, 
who  smiled  disdtunfully.  Kraiewski  saw  the 
curl  of  his  sarcastic  lip,  and  looked  at  him  mth 
a  scornful  glance. 
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The  brief  praTers  beiag  concluded,  the  kmgfats 
replaced  their  helmets  and  fixed  their  lances  in 
the  re«t;  the^  eocountered  each  other's  gaze 
and  their  eyes  flashed  angrily.  Suddenly  with 
one  accord  they  dashed  down  their  riaora  with  so 
nmch  violence,  that  the  spa^  fell  froni  diem  in 
a  spray  of  radiant  fire,  and  the  ringing  of  the 
steel  came  swelling  upon  the  ear  till  its  lingering 
Tibratioas  died  slowly  into  »Ience. 

The  hearts  of  the  spectators  heaved  with 
anxiety,  impatienca,  and  fear. 

At  8  g^ven  ugnal  the  two  combatants  spurred 
forward  their  chargers,  and  met  iu  the  centre  of 
the  lists  with  an  appalHng  shock.  ^Ilieir  lances 
flew  to  shivers;  for  a  moment  it  was  thought 
that  both  must  be  unhorsed,  for,  by  the  thunder- 
bunt  of  the  cbaige,  the  horses  were  thrown  on 
their  haunches  end  threatened  to  topple  back- 
ward upon  their  riders,  which  must  have 
happened,  but  for  the  amazing  address  of  the 
chamiHons  in  the  use  of  the  bit  and  spur. 
The  adversaries,  exasperated  to  madness  at 
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tbeir  fulure,  reined  back  their  gteedg  U  the 
extremities  of  the  lists,  and  each  received  a  fresh 
lance  &0111  his  squire.  A  alight  inroluntary  ex- 
damatioa  betokened  the  feTerish  interest  token 
hj  the  spectators  in  this  fearful  but  masterly 
rencounter.  But  as  soon  as  the  two  oppo- 
nents had  resumed  their  staUons,  so  profound  a 
sUUness  succeed  this  outburst  of  feeling  on  th^ 
part  of  the  beholders,  that  the  -buzzing  of  the 
beetle  "  wheeling  his  drony  flight,"  might  have 
been  heard  at  a  spear's  length  from  the  arena. 

A  pause  of  a  few  minutes  was  granted  to  the 
combatants  to  recover  themselves,  and  to  aUow 
breathing-time  to  the  faithful  palfreys.  During 
this  interval  the  valorous  cavaUers  looked 
■teadiiastly  at  each  other,  as  if  seeking  some 
opening  or  rent  in  their  armour,  through  which 
they  might  plunge  the  &tal  lance. 

The  rignal  being  again  given,  away  careered 
the  fiery  coursers, — bright  glittered  the  steel- 
armed  lances,  and  the  dire  concussion  rung 
trough   the   still   ur.      But    in    this  attack, 
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Dsnhof  directed  his  lance  into  the  rerj  centre 
of  the  chest  of  his  oj^nent'a  horse,  the  lance 
head  was  buried  in  the  wound,  the  aDima! 
staggered  bock,  rearing  its  fore-legs  on  high, 
rolling  to  the  ground  in  the  agonies  of  death, 
and  splintering  the  fsr-protruding  weapon  with 
its  heavy  falL  Kraiewski  on  the  other  hand, 
had  aimed  hi*  lance  at  his  antagonist's  gorged 
a  mark  difficult  to  hit,  but  which,  if  once 
stmdt,  seldom  £uls  to  terminate  the  combat. 
Whether  it  w^  that  Denho^  perceiving  the 
danger,  had  tbrown  himself  back  upon  his 
saddle,  or  whether  Krajewsk?s  horse,  being 
already  wounded,  had  caused  a  slight  deviatdoo 
in  the  course  of  the  lance,  it  penetrated  the 
buckler,  went  through  the  upper  part  of  the 
hehnet,  and  grazed  ^e  crown  of  I>enhof 's  head, 
hurling  lum  headlong  to  the  ground.  His 
helmet,  by  the  force  of  his  &11,  went  bounding 
along  the  grass,  and  his  horse  fled  away  with 
heddlong  speed. 

To  recover,  and  replace  his  helmet,  and  to 
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■natch  hia  sabre  from  the  ahea^,  was  to  Denhof 
but  the  work  of  a  momeot,  nor  less  quickly  had 
Kraiewski  disengaged  himself  from  his  stimipa, 
drawn  his  sabre,  and  assumed  an  attitude  of 


"It  was  a  craren's  thrust,"  ezdumed  the 
latter ;  and  maddened  with  wrath  and  regret  for 
the  loss  of  his  favourite  charger,  he  rushed 
wMi  lus  lightning  Bctmitar  upon  his  foe. 

A  new  species  of  combat  more  deliberate, 
more  obstinate,  requiring  a  quicker  eye,  and 
greater  address  was  now  commenced.  The 
gleaming  sabres  were  dashed  and  pressed  against 
each  other  in  fiery  coUinon.  A  thousand 
strokes  had  been  dealt  and  parried,  but  not  a 
drop  of  blood  yet  flowed.  The  spaiks  flew  from 
the  daslung  steel, 

"  Like  Oenn'i  feather;  ipray, 
Duhed  fhint  the  ImIIIds  mrge, 
B«bra  a  vsMel't  prow." 

Tlie  etniggle,  however,  was  upon  the  point 
of  being  dedded.     The  attacks  of  Denhof 
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gradually  weakened  in  keenness  and  fory,  while 
Kr^emkj,  by  prudently  economUingbisstrengtfa, 
pressed  with  onftbAted  vigour  upon  his  anta- 
gonist, whom  he  had  already  diiven  back  seTeral 
paces,  when  on  a  sudden,  a  piercing  shriek  was 
beard.  Mary,  with  her  hair  streaming  wildly 
over  her  pale  countenance,  emerged  &om  the 
neighbouring  thicket,  calling  aloud,  "  Hold, 
hold!  put  up  yooi  swords."  In  a  moment, 
she  had  rushed  to  the  combatants,  and  hung 
upon  the  left  arm  of  Kratewski. 

This  sudden  intrusion  had  nearly  proved 
fatal  to  the  favoured  lover ;  for  Denhof,  infu^ 
riated  at  the  sight,  rallied  all  his  enerpeSi  and 
sprang  upon  his  rival  with  a  hyena's  rage. 
Kraiewski,  trembling  for  the  safety  of  Mary, 
who  still  hung  upon  his  arm,  had  been 
thrown  off  his  guard.  Denhof  aimed  a  terrific 
blow  at  his  head,  despite  the  loud  cries  of  the 
seconds.  Kruewski,  whose  eagle  eye  availed 
him  in  the  Ume  of  need,  stooped  to  avoid  the 
stroke,  and  smote  his  adversary  in  return,  fint 
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lipon  the  hand,  and  thea  by  a  direful  cut  that 
clove  his  visor,  lud  open  his  bee  from  the  «ar 
to  the  chin. 

Denhof  reeled  back,  bis  sabre  fell  from  his 
giasp,  but  he  saved  himself  from  falliog,  by 
leaning  against  a  tree,  and  called  out,  **  Pistols  I 
pistols  I"  Twice  he  endeavoured  to  come 
forward,  twice  he  fell  back  upon  the  tree,  and 
at  length  collapsed  upon  the  grass,  now  crini' 
soned  with  his  blood. 

'*  Bravo !  Captain,"  exclaimed  the  Starost, 
"  the  play  is  over." 

The  wounded  knight  raised  himself  with 
difficulty  upon  his  elbow.  Mary,  believing 
that  he  was  rising  to  recommence  the  combat 
with  pistols,  flung  herself  in  a  paroxysm  of  fury 
from  her  lover's  arm,  picked  up  the  fragment 
of  a  lance,  and  threw  it  towards  the  bleeding 
officer,  accusing  him  of  cruelty  and  barbarityi 
but  her  feeble  arm  was  unequal  to  the  effort ; 
the  broken  weapon  fell  short  of  its  mark ;  both 
her  body  and  mind  had  been  exerted  beyond 
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their  powera,  both  were  alike  dead  to  their 
functjons,  and  ahe  ft:U  into  a  swoon. 

At  this  moment,  Jennj^,  Snaiska,  and  tlie 
Canon,  came  running  with  breathless  baste, 
calling  repeatedly  by  name  the  now  unconscioiu 
Mary.  All  now  lent  their  asustance  to  reriTe 
her.  Tlie  surgeon  examined  Denhof  s  wound, 
and  pronounced  it  dangerous,  though  not  mor- 
tal. He  was  borne  away  in  a  litter,  and  appeared 
no  more  at  the  castle. 

Mary  was  soon  restored  to  consdousness,  and 
seeing  her  intended  safe  and  unhurt,  fell  upon 
his  neck  with  tears  of  joy. 

The  Colonel,  well  pleased  with  the  dSii^Heaeiit 
of  the  a&ir,  r^aiued  bis  usual  spirits  end  good 
humour, — all  overcome  by  their  different  emo- 
tions, seated  themselves  with  him  upon  the 
green  turf. 

"  Gentlemen,"  said  the  Canoe,  "  it  it  now 
some  time  since  I  came  into  the  world,  but  I 
declare  upon  my  honour,  that  in  the  whole 
course  of  my  life,  I  have  never  seen  a  lass  mn 
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SO  nimbly  as  our  beaatifiil  Mary,  I  would  bet 
a  dozen  of  the  beet  Hungarian  wine,  that  there 
is  scarcely  a  hind  on  the  Carpathian  mountuns, 
or  a  roe-deer  in  all  Lithuania  that  could  keep 
pace  with  her."  Stilt  paaUng  heavily,  he  con- 
tinued to  wipe  off  the  copious  dews  from  his 
forehead,  while  bis  rubicund  visage  was  deep- 
ened into  a  perfect  crimson  by  the  exertion  he 
had  undet^ne. 

The  Storoet,  now  learned  that  his  mece, 
greatly  (Quieted  by  the  sudden  disappearance 
of  so  many  persons  from  the  house,  had  gjven 
a  shrewd  guess  at  the  truth,  when  by  chance  a 
female,  who  had  seen  the  equestrians  on  their 
way  to  the  ground,  confinned  her  suspicions. 
Mary,  in  obedience  to  the  impulse  of  her  heart, 
ran  off  immediately  to  the  scene  of  strife. 

•*  Do  you  love  me,  my  dear  niece  'f  said  the 
Colonel. 

<*  Yes,  meet  affectionately,"  replied  Mary. 

*'  In  ^Stat,  case,  you  will  comply  with  my 
wishes." 


c.y  Google 


48  TBB  POLES  111 

"  Moat  certuoljr,"  rejoined  the  fidr  orphan. 

"  I  require  nothing  but  sincerity.  Now  it 
aeems,"  continued  the  Starost,  tiiniing  towards 
Buczaka,  "  that  when  a  young  lady  compromisec 
herself,  as  Mary  has  thia  day  for  our  brave 
Captwn  here  present,  that  she  must  entertain 
a  roost  ardent  affection  for  him." 

"  It  seenu  so,**  replied  Buczaka. 

"  And  when  an  uncle,  who  is  a  second  fatlwr, 
to  bis  niece,  requires  a  sacrifice  from  her,  if  she 
is  attached  to  him,  as  Mary  is  to  me,  must  she 
resign  heraelf  to  that  sacrifice  or  not  7* 

"She  undoubtedly  ought,"   answered  Buc- 

"  Well,  my  dear  niera,  I  hare  to  require  a 
sacrifice  from  you — come  to  me,  you  shall  know 
what  it  is." 

Mary  rose,  and  drew  near  to  him  in  a  flutter 
of  fear  and  trepidation.  The  Starost  then  took 
herbythehandandledbertoKraiewdu.  "You 
are  in  lore  with  him,  are  you  not?  come  own  it, 
own  it,  my  dear  girl." 
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»I  do  not  dislike  him,"  rajdied  Muyinalow 
tone  of  Toice. 

**  I  do  not  ditHke  Aim,"  rejoined  the  Starost, 
"A  real  diplomatic  answer,  forsooth!  And  if 
marriage,  the  object  to  which  the  affbetdoni  of 
virtuouft  females  are  directed,  cannot  take 
place?" 

**  Uncle !"  exclaimed  Mary  with  anguish  at 
her  heart  and  paleness  on  her  cheeks. 

**  Come,  come,  do  yon  lore  the  Captain,  or 
nmply  do  you  not  dUU^  him  ?  Explain  your* 
self,  speak,  my  dear  child,  be  sincere/' 

"  I  love  him,"  replied  Mary,  in  a  tone  scarcely 
audible. 

**  Ah !  I  have  then  found  out  where  the  shoe 
^nchea." 

"  And  you,  Captun,  doubtless  you  do  not 
dislike  Lady  Mary,"  sud  the  Starost,  addressing 
Knuewski. 

*'  Con  T  hate  an  angel  that  has  come  down 
from  heBven  ?" 

TOL.    III.  D 
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*•  Take  then  this  angel,"  said  Vasorici,  tlirow- 
ing  her  into  his  arms. 

"Brarol  Oentleme o,"  exdaiiAed  the  SUroet, 
"  this  point  is  now  settled.  But  confese,  that 
women  are  all  birds  of  the  same  feather,  they 
are  desirous  of  appearing  to  yield  to  constraint 
even  when  they  are  impelled  to  happineesi 
They  would  make  a  show  of  renstaooe  to  St. 
Peter  himself,  when  opening  the  gates  of  Para- 
dise for  them.  ComSi  Miss  Mary,  give  the 
Captain  a  kiss." 

"Butr 

"  No  buts  I  a  kiss,  by  heaven  and  our  lady  ! 
a  kiss,  — " 

The  loyely  and  glowing  lips  of  Mary  were 
slightly  and  modestly  pressed  upon  the  cheek  ctf 
KraVewski. 

"  Well  and  good  I"  cried  the  Starost  rising  ; 
and  Mary  resting  on  thearmofhervell-beloTed, 
returned  to  the  castle. 


c.y  Google 


THE  SETSMTSEKTH  CENTURY. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


"  ThMi  befan  til  tbef  ■tand.—tlw  holf  nw, 
And  ring  of  gold,  no  toad  illailoni  now, 
Bind  her  m  hi*." 

RoaiM. 


Mart,  having  seized  a  fiivourable  opportuoi^, 
(Usdosed  to  her  uade  with  Bcnipuloin  fnnkoess, 
all  that  had  pnriously  passed  between  her  aod 
Kraiewski.  The  Storost  evinced  a  little  sur- 
prise, while  he  listened  to  her  ingeDuoiuaTOwal, 
bat  he  embraced  her  when  she  hod  concluded, 
nor  did  he  in  aught  reprove  her  conduct.  Mary 
then  withdrew  to  write  a  letter  to  the  Princess, 
in  which  she  imparted  (o  her  a  confidential 
narrative  of  the  events  that  -had  recently  taken 
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place  at  Ravdan ;  the  Colonel  busi^  himself  in 
penning  invitations  to  his  friends,  in  order  to 
celebrate  wiUi  splendour  tlie  betrothal  of  his 
niece,  which  was  fixed  for  the  following  Sunday. 

Kraiewski  took  leave  for  an  absence  of  a  few 
Aajh  and  Buczaka  returned  to  his  abode. 

During  the  whole  week  Snareka  was  running 
hither  and  thither,  ordering  and  countermanding 
this  and  that,  imagining  that  she  bad  more  im- 
portant matters  to  regulate  than  the  ministers 
of  the  greatest  kingdoms. 

The  long'wisbed  for  and  solemn  day  at  length 
arrived-  After  mass,  Buczaka  and  Putrameot 
widi  the  whole  of  their  respective  famiUes,  as 
well  as  several  other  neighbours,  sat  down  to  a 
splendid  breakfast,  from  which  the  two  lovers, 
in  conformity  v'ltii  an  established  custom,  were 
excluded. 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  Vasovicz 
leaving  Casimir  to  do  the  honours  of  the  castle 
in  his  absence,  went  into  his  dresnng<room  for 
the  purpose  d*  donning  his  gala  attare.    He  was 
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DOt  long  absent ;  when  he  re-entered  the  room, 
lus  head  was  uncovered,  and  the  hair  had  been 
slightly  shaven  awayat  the  top  of  his  forehead ;  his 
long  moustaches  had  been  carefully  smootfaed  and 
arranged ;  his  doublet  of  blue  clotli  had  an  up- 
right crimson  collar,  and  besides  the  usual 
sleeves  that  covered  the  arms,  another  pair, 
called  vyloty,  was  attached  to  the  body  of  the 
ooat,  and  one  of  these  were  thrown  over  each 
shoulder.     Both  pairs  of  sleeves  had  red  cuffe. 

This  kind  of  doublet,  which  hod  the  name  of 
kontuszj  reached  down  to  the  knees,' — it  was 
left  open  from  the  chin  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
breast,  disdodng  to  view  the  upper  portion  of  a 
waistcoat  of  scarlet  silk,  ttapan,  the  length  of 
which  could  not  be  ascertained.  A  broad  silken 
sash,  richly  embroidered  with  silver  and  gold, 
fringed  at  the  ends,  went  several  timeg  round 
his  wust  over  his  doublet-  A  Turkish  sabre,  the 
hilt  of  which  sparklerl  with  diamonds  and 
emeralds  was  suspendec^  at  his  side.     The  loose 
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dittpery  of  his  vide  paatatootis  disappearecl 
under  ahort  boots  of  yellow  leather,  decorated 
with  ulver  embroidery,  uid  having  thia  soles 
mtli  long  toes  curling  over  almost  to  the  middle 
of  the  leg.  A  square  cap  of  white  Telvet,  trim- 
med with  ennine,  was  tucked  under  his  arm  and 
completed  his  costnme. 

Tbe  Canon,  with  the  curate,  entered  shorUj 
after  the  Starost,  and  in  a  few  minutes  KraTewski 
made  his  appearance.  All  three  were  elegantly 
attired. 

Mary  at  length  entered.  She  was  robed  in  a 
plain  dress  tliat  vied  in  colour  with  the  hues  of 
"  the  new-bom  roGe;"  amid  her  darii  clusteriDg 
ringlets,  adorned  with  stars  of  diamonds,  was 
exhibited,  in  strong  relief,  a  snow-white  lily,  the 
emblem  of  candour  and  innocence;  orer  her 
heart,  lay  nestled,  a  fulUbtown  circlet  of  smiling 
heort's-ease. 

As  soon  as  she  appeared,  her  langui^tng  looks 
were  directed  to  her  lover:  a  hearenly  smite 
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parted  her  raby  lips,  a  sun^beam  of  J07  followed 
by  a  dark  shadow  of  melancholy  shot  across  her 
countenance. 

All  the  company  had  now  assembled.  The 
Colonel,  after  an  appropriate  exordium*  thus 
continued :  "  A  re^procal  afiFectioa  has  for 
some  time  subsisted  between  Captain  KraVewski 
and  my  amiable  niece.  Lady  Mary  Barton,  and 
I  think  it  my  bounden  duty  to  declare  that  in 
iny  capacity  of  guanUan  to  the  fair  object  of  the 
Capttun's  love,  I  have  endeavoured  to  read  his 
heart  and  to  obaarve  his  character,  and  I  have 
learned  that,  in  adiUtion  to  his  high  cltuma,  to 
my  gratitude,  for  having  saved  me  from  impend- 
ing death,  the  noble  qualities  of  his  soul  give 
him  a  still  stronger  dum  to  my  esteem.  I  con- 
sider him  in  every  respect  worthy  of  my  niece's 
band,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  he  will  do  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  contribute  to  her  felicity. 
X  have  accordingly  called  you  together,  my  kind 
friends,  to  celebrate  this  day  the  betrothal 
of  the  happy  pair."    After  this,  turning  to  his 
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niece,  be  Baid :  "Mary  Barton,  my  dear  niece^ 
the  age  70U  have  attained  renders  you  nustreas 
of  your  own  actions,  you  are  entirely  &ee  &inn 
cODtroul :  frankly  declare  then,  whether  you  are 
willing  to  become  the  wedded  wife  of  the  gallant^ 
Captain  Stanislaus  KraTewski." 

"  Yes,"  replied  Mary,  in  a  tone  that  beqioke 
a  powerful  emotion. 

**  And  yon,  Captain,  are  you  wiUingto  become 
her  protector  and  liuabaudi" 

'*  With  all  my  heart,  and  with  all  my  soul." 
'  VasovicZ  now  ordered  a  small  cask6t  to  be 
brought  to  lum ;  the  Canon  opened  it,  took  out 
two  rings  and  presented  them,  upon  a  silrer 
wairer  to  the  plighted  lovers :  he  then  made  a 
short  address,  perfectly  adapted  to  the  drcum- 


When  the  bUssful  pair  had  exchanged  rings, 
Kraiewski  bowed  to  the  Starost,  thanked  him 
for  his  kindness  and  solemnly  promised  to  use 
every  means  for  promoting  the  happiness  of 
Mary.    Tlien  directing  his  looks  towards  his 
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well-beloved,  with  bended  knee  and  ImpaBaioned 
glance,  he  distiactly  repeated  the  same  promise. 
Leading  Mary  hy  the  band,  be  advanced 
towards  the  Starost,  who  cordially  embraced  the 
affianced  pair  and  invited  them  to  go  through 
the  same  ceremony  wiU)  each  other.  When 
they  bad  complied  witb  his  wishes,  tbey  fell  upon 
their  knees.  The  Starost,  performing  the  duty 
which  devolred  upon  the  parent,  laid  his  hands 
upon  their  heads,  in  token  of  benediction,  pro- 
nouncing a  ^rt  prayer  and  crossing  himself  at 
its  conclusion. 

This  scene,  however  uiriple  in  itself,  excited 
a  deep  and  solemn  interest;  and  all  the  be- 
holders were  sensibly  affected.  Tears  filled  the 
eyes  of  Mary,  for  religious  ideas  are  not  only 
of  B  mere  tnoral  nature  ;  but  they  are  also 
touching  and  subUme,  for  besides  the  morality 
that  breathes  in  them,  there  is  a  poetry  that 
awakens  into  melancholy  cadence,  the  master- 
cborda  of  the  human  heart ;  there  is  a  sublimity 
that  terrifies  and  awes  the  soul. 
D  2 
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In  compliance  witfi  with  as  establish  usage; 
a  lady  advanced  in  years,  presented  to  Mary  an 
entangled  ^in  of  thread,  which  the  latter  un- 
ravelled and  restored  to  its  piimitive  arrange- 
ment with  equal  facility  and  gracefiilness.  This 
akein  of  thread  is  emblematical  <^  the  cares  of 
wedlock  which  a  &itbful  sponse  should  snnnount 
with  paUence  and  good-temper. 

Ab  all  the  ceremoniea  of  the  betrothal  were 
on  the  point  of  being  terminated,  the  Colonel 
ordered  seTeral  bottles  of  excellent  wine  to  be 
brought  in. 

"  Gentlemen,"  sudbe,  filling  a  splendid  cup, 
"  since  the  time  that  our  gracious  sovereign, 
King  Sigismund  III.  deigned  to  visit  this 
castle,  accompamed  by  the  renowned  Chod- 
kievicz,  Prince  Christopher  Radnwill,  Grand 
Constable  of  Lithuania  and  the  Princess  Sophia 
Radziwill,  his  daughter-in-law,  I  have  never  had 
the  honour  of  entertaining  so  numerous  an 
assemblage  of  noble  ladies  and  distinguished 
guests.     Strongly  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
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thm  goodness,  I  beseech  tbem,  in  the  6nt  place, 
to  paidon  me  if  I  have  not  given  tbem  a  recep- 
tion worthy  of  their  merit,  and  then  permit  me  to 
solicit  their  conAant  beoeTolence  in  favour  of 
my  niece,  that  youi^  and  lofely  orphan,  and 
lastly  to  allow  me  the  favour  of  prc^iosing  the 
health  ofthe  affianced  couple." 

"Yes,  yes,  bravo  1"  resounded  ftrom  every 
side-  Each  cup  and  each  glass  was  instantly 
filled : — from  every  lip  pealed  forth  the  joyous 
toast.     "  Long  live  the  happy  pair !" 

The  bridegroom  and  bride  rose  and  acknow- 
ledged the  compliment  by  a  profound  obeiBance. 
The  Colonel,  denrous  of  taking  the  lead  in 
drinking  this  toast,  in  his  haste  slipped  and  let 
fall  his  cup,  ere  he  h&d  raised  it  to  his  lips. 
His  son  and  Krai'ewski,  who  were  standing  up 
beside  bim,  in  their  eager  haste  to  restore  the 
cup  to  the  Colonel,  let  fall  their  own  ghisses, 
which  were  broken  ibtd  a  (iiousaQd  fragments.; 
while  the  nuptial  rin^  into  which,  from  being  too 
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small,  but  the  tip  of  Kniewski's  finger  had  beeb 

inserted,  dropped  off  and  rolled  to  the  corner  of 

the  apartmeat. 

Superstition     cau^t    at    these    multiplied 

accidents,    the    libations    vere    discontinued ; 

sadness    and  silence  triumphed   over  festivity 

and  jof. 

On  the  following  day,  Vasovicz  called  Mary, 

Kraiewski,  and  his  most  intimate  friends  into  his 

study,  where  he  unrolled  a  percbment'^croU, 
and  at  tlie  same  time,  Uud  upon  the  table  a 

ietter  addressed  to  Mary,    with  the  seal  still 
unbroken. 

He  then  spoke  to  hie  niece  in  the  Ibllowing 
terms :  *•  You  hare  completed  your  nineteenth 
year ;  by  virtue  of  our  laws,  you  are  no  longer 
a  tmnor  -,  you  have  a  right  to  know  the  amount 
of  your  fortune  and  to  hare  it  at  your  own 
dispose." 

He  read  aloud  translations  of  his  late  sister's 
mil,  first  in  Polish,  then  in  Latin,     Having  pro- 
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duced  the  origimd  wtU  io  English,  he  requested 
hie  niece  to  tell  him  whether  it  agreed  in  every 
particular  with  the  tranBlations. 

Large  teara  flowed  down  the  cheeks  of  Mary 
while  she  wafl  perusing  it.  When  she  had  con- 
cluded) she  affirmed  that  the  documents,  which 
her  uncle  had  read,  were  precisely  confonnahle. 
By  tbb  wiH,  Mary,  the  only  daughter  of  Julia 
Vasovicz  and  Edward  Barton  was  appointed  sole 
heiress  to  all  the  real  and  personal  property  of 
her  father  and  mother. 

She  was  now  in  possession  of  a  most  ample  for- 
tune, which,  under  the  prudent  management  of 
the  StarOBt,  who  -had  constantly  added  the 
interest  to  the  principal  during  the  space  of  nine 
years,  had  been  nearly  doubled  in  value.  She 
was  empowered  by  the  will  to  do  what  she 
pleased  with  twothirds  of  the  property,  with  the 
exception  of  one-tenth  part  of  the  whole  amount, 
which  was  reserved  for  a  legacy  hereafter  to  be 
explmned,  all  the  rest  was  entailed. 

The  Starost  shewed  her  in  a  like  manner 
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among  a  variety  of  important  papers,  a  formal 
atatement  of  the  diffisrent  sums  placed  oat  in 
London  upon  good  security.  He  then  dis- 
played a  vast  number  of  pearls,  diamonds,  rings, 
bracetets  and  other  trinkets,  which  were  her 
mother's,  and  now  belonged  to  her.  Mary 
threw  herself  into  her  uncle's  arms,  and  ex- 
pressed her  gratitude  for  his  parental  care  and 
unvarying  kindness.  She  manifested  an  ardent 
desire  to  make  over  immedi^ly  a.  fourth  part 
of  her  possessions  to  Kraiewski,  and  an  eighth  to 
Cas^mir.  Her  di^nterested  lover  long  refused 
to  accept  her  generous  gift ;  but  by  the  most 
pressing  entreaties,  she  overcame  his  reluctance ; 
Casimir,  supported  by  his  father,  formally  re- 
jected his  fiur  cousin's  proposal,  inmting  that,  as 
be  was  an  only  son  and  would  inherit  an 
abundant  income,  he  could  not,  with  propriety, 
suffer  himself  to  be  a  partaker  of  his  cousin's 
liberality,  nor  consent  to  enrich  himself  very 
possibly  at  the  expence  of  her  heirs. 
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The  Staratt  now  moUoDed  to  all  tlie  others 
except  Mary  and  Kra'iewski  to  withdraw. 

"  My  dear  niece,"  said  he,  deliTering  to  ber 
the  letter  already  mentioned ;  "  perhaps  it  will 
reveal  Eome  important  secret  to  you." 

Mary  broke  the  seal  whh  a  trembling  hand^ 
She  had  but  just  glanced  at  the  contents,  when 
she  exclaimed :  "  Jenny,  Jenny  !" 

The  sound  of  her  mistresB's  voice  reached  the 
ears  of  Jenny,  who  came  running  into  the  room : 
vheu  Mary  perceived  her,  she  cau^t  her  in 
her  arms  and  pressed  her  to  her  heart,  imprinting 
a  thousand  kisses  upon  her  rosy  cheek  and 
shedding  tears  of  joy.  The  poor  girl  wept  in 
like  manner,  returning  the  caresses  of  her  mis- 
tress, without  knowing  the  cause  why  they  were 
lavished  upon  her. 

"  Oh  I  there  was  always  an  iiide6nable  some- 
thing that  attached  me  to  you.  Oh !  Jenny,  my 
dear  Jenny,  you  are  ray  mster !"  They  fell 
upon  each  other's  necks,  and  their  warm  hearts 
expanded  with  the  overflowings  of  affection. 
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The  letter,  which  Mary  had  just  read,  had 
been  vritten  hj  her  father,  with  a  view  to  make 
known  at  a  fitting  seasou,  that  Jenny  was  his 
natural  daughter. 

Barton  had  his  private  reasons  for  putting 
the  seal  of  aecresy  upon  this  consanguinity,  till 
the  betrothal,  or  maniage  of  one  or  the  other 
of  the  two  sisters :  he  bequeathed  a  tenth  part 
of  his  whole  property  to  Jenny.  Mary  put  her 
in  immediate  possession  of  a  certain  gum,  and 
even  tauUy  reproached  her  uncle  for  having  so 
long  deprived  her  of  a  sister  whom  she  would 
never  cease  to  love. 

Tlie  newly-discovered  relationship  was  soon 
publicly  known,  and  the  guests  withdrew, 
leaving  Kraiewski  in  the  enviable  possession  of 
BO  beauteous,  so  adorable,  so  angelic  a  bride. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


"  SIta  tlic  old  erone — prepired  with  cnDBinc;  tale, 
To  eoHD  jODder  dwiuel*  of  the  dak, 
WhoM  udDbs  bot  baireoaoeal  the  flattering  qnalin, 
With  whkh  they  yield  In  tnro  the  «>]xlou«  palm." 

Fkibmiwhif'i  Otpxriko.— Ahohxhou*. 


A  SHORT  time  after  this  hymeneal  prelude, 
when  the  Colonel  was  about  to  name  a  day  for 
the  concluding  ceremony;  a  splendid  equipage 
drew  up  at  the  hall-door  of  the  castle,  and  a 
lady  was  ushered  into  the  presence  of  Mary, 
bringing  her  a  letter  from  the  Princess,  who 
implored  her  to  postpone  her  nuptials  for  two 
months,  as  she  would  after  that  lapse  of  time, 
be  able  to  visit  Ravdan,  and  be  present  at  the 
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wedding.  The  \adj  now  displayed  to  tbe 
admiring  eyes  of  our  beroine,  a  handsome 
peliase  or  the  choicest  far  of  blue  foxes,  twelve 
cachemire  dresses,  several  Turiush  shawb  <rf 
great  value,  two  strings  of  pearls,  and  a  magoi- 
ficent  necklace  set  with  large  diamonds,  together 
with  several  other  articles  for  the  toilette,  all 
of  incomparable  beauty,  and  unrivalled  in 
elegance.  The  Princess  (such  was  the  verbal 
message  brought  hj  the  ftdr  envoy)  reserved  to 
herself  the  pleasure  of  presenting  in  person,  the 
remainder  of  her  bridal  gii^  as  well  as  those 
which  the  Prince  destined  for  the  bridegroom. 

These  brilliant  and  costk  presents  attracted 
general  admiration.  Mary,  being  naturally  very 
disinterested,  was  infinitely  ^ore  gratefiil  for 
tfaem,  from  the  proof  irtiich  tfiej  funiished  of 
Princess  Radsinill's  contiouefl  esteem,  than 
from  any  r^ard  to  their  intrinsic  value. 

It  may  be  eanly  conceived,  that  the  bearer  of 
sq,  many  agreeable  souvenirs,  was  honoured 
thfot^MHit  the  castle  with  distingmshed  con- 
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Bideration.  Tba  offiaoced  loren,  however  un- 
willing to  procnstiiiate  the  dAy  of  umon,  con-r 
sent«d  after  mature  deliberaUon  to  the  requeat 
made  by  the  PriDcesB.  Mary  wrote  to  that 
effect,  and  on  the  following  day,  the  fair  ines- 
seagBF,  to  whom  she  confided  her  letter,  set  out 
on  her  return  for  ^VUna. 

Knuewski  and  Mary  were  now  in  that  hippj 
period,  the  interval  between  the  betrothal  uid- 
the  nuptials, — a  period,  that  to  two  young  lovers- 
revelling  in  the  sweets  of  pure  affection,  ia, 
pertiapa,  the  brighteat  star  in  the  heaven  of 
their  existence.  Tlieir  attachment  was  now 
certain  ;  cherished  by  all  around  them,  study- 
ing walking,  riding  in  each  other's  loved  society, 
gazing  on  each  other  "  with  ecstatic  and  exulting 
throb,"  they  drank  long  draughts  from  the 
guibjng  fount  of  radpTOcal  confidence  and- 
companionship,  on  which  virtue  and  modesty 
confnred  a  hallowed  charm. 

The  foretaste  of  beatitude  might  have  taught; 
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tbem  fondly  to  believe  that  they  had  jiut 
entered  the  precincts  of  a  terrestrial  paradiae, 
and  that  each  step  of  their  future  UveB  would 
be  set  within  its  confines,  yet  logubiioiis 
thoughts  at  times,  profaned  the  sanctuary  of 
those  hearts,  on  which  joy  had  ali^ted  to 
repose. 

Tie  Oolonel  spent  bis  time  sometimes  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  chace,  sometimes  in  riding, 
about  the  adjacent  country,  to  make  choice  of 
an  estate  to  be  purchaaed  for  the  happy  couple, 
at  other  times,  in  molung  preparations  for  the 
nuptials,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  promised 
attendance  of  the  Princess,  he  had  detennined 
upon  celebrating  with  the  greatest  magnificence. 

One  day,  mention  was  casually  made,  that  a 
gypsy-crone,  long'  &med  for  her  predictions, 
which  had  been  too  often  verified,  was  then  in 
the  village,  delivering  her  oracles. 

Mary  was  immediately  seised  irith  a  deare 
to    consult    the    Pythoness,    and    accordingly 
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despatched  a  messenger  to  bring  her  to  the 
esstle,  DOtwithstanding  some  repugnance  od  the 
part  of  Kralewski. 

The  old  woman  soon  came  into  her  presence. 
Her  adust  and  puckered  skin  was  of  a  sickly 
sallow  hue.  A  tattered  kerchief  was  wound 
ahout  her  temples,  and  a  faw.loug  thin  streaks 
of  snowy  hur  streamed  from  beneath  its  folds. 
The  films  of  age  had  not  deadened  the  vivacity 
of  her  small  ferret  eyes.  Her  step  was  firm 
and  steady.  The  weight  of  fourscore  years 
had  but  slightly  bowed  her  frame,  Hme  had 
not  laid  a  finger  on  the  strong,  but  ungular 
orgsnisation  of  her  mind. 

After  curtseying  profoundly,  she  advanced 
close  to  Mary,  who  had  expressed  her  desire  of 
peeping  into  futurity,  and  having  raised  ber 
ematnated  form  to  its  full  height,  she  ^us 
prefoced  her  vatjcinations  in  a  loud  croaking 
tone. 

"  Child)"  said  she,  "  destiny  often  appears 
unjust  and  cruel  even  towards  crMtures  so  lovely 
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aa  thou.  The  invisible  being  that  rule&  the 
world,  upheaves  the  biUows,  guides  tbe  moon 
and  the  planets  in  their  coarse,  gires  li^t  to  the 
sun  and  myriad-stars,  has  not  deemed  it  neces- 
sary to  make  known  here  below  his  unaharable 
decrees;  why  then  seek  to  penetrate  these  dan- 
geroas  mysteries." 

This  dismal  forewarning,  instead  of  diseou 
raging  Mary,  did  but  strengthen  hw  determi- 
nation. 

The  gipsy  then  took  hold  of  her  handi  with  a 
gloomy  aspect,  and  an  fur  of  construnt,  she 
scrutinised  it,  she  turned  it  about  solemnly, 
shaking  her  hand,  and  saying :  "  I  like  not  these 
lines."  Then,  after  a  pause,  during  which  an 
inward  stroggle  appeared  to  convulse  her  bosom 
the  muscles  of  ber  face  contracted  like  the  fea- 
tures of  a  person  writhing  in  tbe  agonies  of 
death,  her  lips  qiuvered,  and,  suddenly  with  an 
expresnon  of  disdain,  anger  and  pity,  parted  to 
give  utterance  to  these  woeful  presages :  "  Hasten 
to  take  advantage  of  tbe  brief  pleasures  of  this 
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life,  for  befiWQ  tbe  north  wind  of  declining 
autumn  shall  etrip  the  titei  of  their  leaves,  tluHi 
wilt  be  on  the  brink  of  th«  grave :  not  the  land, 
but  tbe  water  is  thy  foe." 

Mary,  on  hearing  this,  shuddered,  and  cast  a 
painful  and  protracted  look  at  Krai'ewiki,  who 
paying  but  little  attention  to  what  was  passing 
around  him,  kept  his  eyes  rivetted  upon  the 
aged  prophetess. 

He  soon  consulted  her  in  his  turn :  "  I  cannot, 
I  cannot^"  said  she  gadog  at  him,  ''change  one 
ungle  word  of  that  which  I  foretold  thee  nine' 
teen  years  ago  in  Podolia." 

"  You  are  then  that "    And  he  fell 

abruptly  into  a  gloomy  reverie. 

"  I  will  however  offer  thee  a  few  consolationis" 
sud  the  fppey,  *'  thou  wilt  yet  have  a  few 
moments  of  bappiness,  and  the  ardent  vows  of 
thy  heart  wU  be  partly  satisfied.  But  never 
will  the  torch  of  hymen  bum  for  thee,  never 
will  wife  call  thee  by  the  endearing  name  of 
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huabaod,  never  will  child  lup  to  thee  the  sweet 
name  of  father.  Tliou  art  almost  on  the  very 
threshold  of  the  nughty  empire  of  death.  Beware 
of  becoming  a  prisoner  of  war." 

Caaimir  was  the  last  that  hod  recourse  to  her 
dtTinationB;  she  aeizad  hia  hand  mth  a  hasty 
snatch,  and  after  having  turned  it  over  and  over 
she  delivered  her  reaponae :  '*  The  aleep  of 
death  mil  seal  thy  eye-lida,  before  the  young 
coi^>le  shall  have  ceased  to  live,  llou  wilt  fall 
as  a  tender  reed  beneath  the  scythe  of  the 
mower.  Avoid  the  red  battle-field,  beware  of 
war!" 

.  "  Spirit  of  darkneas  i  whoever  thou  art,  leave 
us  in  peace,"  exclaimed  Mary,  whose  anger  bad 
been  suddenly  and  angularly  aroused  by  these 
horrible  predictiooB,  while  the  tears  trickled 
down  her  cheeks. 

**  Child,  thou  oflfeadeet  me  not,"  replied  the 
f^psy,  "  thy  heart  ia  kind,  bat  it  is  sore  smitten.'* 
The  old  Pythoness  was  about  to  withdraw,  «4ieD 
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on  a  sudden  her  whole  frame  began  to  tremble 
violently,  she  was  seized  with  strong  conTuluons 
and  in  her  puozysm  fell  against  the  comer  of 
the  marble  cfaimnejr-piece ;  she  received  a  dan- 
gerotiB  wound  in  the  head,  and  sunk  to  the  floor 
in  a  state  of  insensibility,  foaming  at  the  mouth, 
and  with  the  blood  Btreaming  down  her  withered 
cheek. 

Mary's  anger  at  once  subsided.  She  was 
sorry  that  she  had  spoken  harshly  to  her,  she 
pitied  her,  she  succoured  her.  Several  of  the 
domestics  came  and  paid  her  every  attention 
that  her  state  required.  When  the  first  glim- 
merings of  consciousness  returned,  she  appeared 
to  recognise  Mary,  tn  a  few  minutes  she  was 
so  far  recovered  as  to  thank  her  for  her  care; 
she  then  muttered  a  few  words  in  a  foreign 
tongue,  and  added :  "  Why  can  I  not  reveal 
these  mysteries  ?  the  fire  is  pursuing  me  ;  I  shall 
become  its  prey." 

Mary  sent  her  a  handsome  present  in  money, 

VOL.    III.  E 
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when  shd  was  removed ;  for  Snanka,  Kreiemki, 
and  the  Cbdod,  Eeeing  that  her  presence  in  the 
castle  exercised  a  painful  influeaca  upon  Mary, 
caused  her  to  be  conre^  into  a  cottage  in  tb« 
village,  where  medical  and  every  other  ai 
might  be  rendered  her. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


"  And  mait  tUt  parUn;  be  oar  wmj  lutt 

So,  I  ahall  loia  Ibee  lUU,  when  death  ItMlf  {•  put." 
CAKFsnbL. 


In  the  destiny  of  man  there  are  sometiines 
unexpected,  capricious  and  cruel  changes.  Dee- 
tiny  may  indeed  be  characterised  as  a  dangerous 
and  arbitrary  tyrant  ever  to  be  distrusted.  Its 
mysteries  are  impenetrable,  its  abysses  fathom- 
less, its  decrees  irrevernble.  It  sports  witli 
human  projects  as  the  ocean  wIUi  the  floatmg 
weed.  It  dashes  the  honeyed  cup  from  Uie  lipe 
of  prosperity.  It  raises  the  heggar  from  hii 
loathsome  rags  to  abundance  and  splendour. 
Too  often  amid  the  flattering  illusions  of  hope, 
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something  in  the  complicated  mechaniam  of  our 
nature  suddenly  snaps,  and  the  whole  order  of 
our  designs  is  overthrown.  Thus  when  we  have 
drawn  from  the  fountain  of  happiness,  and  the 
hand  is  about  to  grasp  the  rising  ressel,  all  is 
again  hopelessness  aod  misery. 

The  recent  impressions  of  sadness,  gradually 
vanished  from  Mary's  mind,  but  ere  long  reports 
began  to  be  spread,  touching  the  possibility  of  a 
rupture  with  Sweden ;  it  was  even  mmoufed 
that  the  army  of  the  Nor^,  undertbe  command 
of  diodkievicz  was  kept  on  the  alert  in  Lithu- 
ania. These  reports  were  rigorously  discoun- 
tenanced and  interdicted  at  Ravdan,  yet  they 
reached  the  ears  of  Mary  and  caused  her  deep 
disquietude. 

One  day  accompanied  by  her  uncle  and  Ca«- 
mir,  and  leaning  on  the  arm  of  her  adored 
Stanislaus,  she  was  returning  from  a  long  walk, 
and  seemed  for  some  hours  to  have  completely 
recovered  her  spirits,  but  as  she  drew  near  to 
the  casUe,  she  became  all  at  once,  without  any 


Dgliza..!.  Google 


THE  SETENTSENTH  CSNTURT.       77 

apparent  cause,  more  nUnt,  more  sorrowful,  and 
afflicted  than  ever. 

After  supper  as  tlie  eTeniog  was  delightfully 
&ne,  the  Colonel  ordered  the  lamps  to  be  extin- 
giiished,  and  the  windows  to  be  opened,  and 
imploiinglj  besought  his  niece  to  dirert  him 
with  mnsic  and  dnging. 

All  were  assembled  in  the  withdrawing-room 
except  Knuewski,  who  had  not  jet  entered. 
Mary,  whose  thoughts  were  deeply  Unged  with 
melancholy,  which  was  increased  by  the  tempo- 
rary  absence  of  her  adorable  one,  continued  to 
maJce  excuses,  but  when  KraJfewsld  appeared, 
■he  at  once  assented  to  her  uncle's  request. 
Knowing  bis  taste,  she  took  her  harp,  and  ^er 
a  few  melodious  touches  began  to  sing  with 
much  feeling,  spirit  and  distinctnew  of  expression 
some  "^awnm  of  those  Podolian  airs,  at  once  sq 
tender,  so  sad,  so  wild,  the  tones  of  which, 
blended  with  tbe  thrilling  muuc  of  the  harp^ 
are  lo  strildngly  imitative  of  the  whizzing  bullets 
and  tbe  neighings  of  the  steed,  the  sighing  and 
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moaning  <^  the  wind  apon  the  steppes,  the  laag 
drawn  wailings  of  beauty  in  distress.  Maiy  was 
8eat«d  near  a  window,  and  the  pale  moon4>eani8 
glancing  through  a  fleecer  cloud  fell  upaa  her 
features.  Her  voice  was  exqiuntely  sweet,  and 
when  Kraiewski  had  listened  for  a  few  minotes 
to  the  soul-enthralling  harmony,  tears  of  regnt 
and  tenderness  bedewed  his  long  dark  lashes. 
Bis  thoughts  were  punfully  awakened  to  a  mom 
forcible  recollection  of  all  that  his  childhood  had 
beheld  in  that  loved  Podolia. 
Although  it  is  said  that  no  man  is  a  prophet 
.  in  his  own  native  land,  and  that  our  country  is 
wherever  fortune  smiles  upon  us,  yet  there  is 
but  littie  truth  in  the  assertion.  There  is  in 
man  a  power  magical,  extraordinary,  andefinabls 
which  attaches  him  to  the  place  of  his  birth,  to 
the  first  scenes  of  his  early  years,  and  this  power 
augments  in  intensity  as  age  advances.  How 
many  exiles,  thrown  by  the  inctmstaney  of  fortune 
upon  a  foreign  land,  have  been  heard  to  sigh 
for  the  sun-beams  that  illumine  the  landsof  their 
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birth,  and  to  lament,  eren  in  the  full  enjoytnent 
<rf  riches,  that  when  they  shall  be  oo  more,  their 
•dies  canoot  be  mingled  with  those  of  their 
ancestors.  This  sentiment  is  innate  in  roui, 
and  though  its  operations  are  known,  yet  its 
analyns  has  not  been  succesd'ully  performed, 
although  no  odier  sentiment  sorpasaes  it  in 
beauty  or  snbUmity,  and  it  is  remarkable  that  in 
thinly  peopled  and  untdTilised  regions  it  is  more 
powerful  and  imperious  than  elsewhere,  aa  if 
bi^  ciTilisation  blighted  every  virtue.  Not 
unfrequently,  the  more  unfortunate  our  countrv 
is,  the  dearer  it  is  to  us. 

Mary,  perceiving  the  effect  of  hermuuc  upon 
Kraiflwski,  had  diacondnued,  and  went  towards 
him,  when  suddenly  his  emotion  became  so 
violent,  that  with  countenance  averti  he  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  dry  np  with  his  handkerchief 
the  gushing  torrent  of  his  tears.  She  waa 
deeply  moved,  she  recollected  his  absence,  and 
saspecting  that  tome    unwelcome  intelligence 


c.y  Google 


80  TB£   POLES  llf 

had  aniTed,  she  hastened  into  the  adj«rinuig 
room. 

Kraiewski  followed  her:  when  she  saw  his 
wan  and  hloodless  cheeks,  a  chill  tremor  crept 
over  her ;  she  could  with  difficulty  support  her" 
self;  to  save  herself  from  falling,  she  leaned 
against  the  wall  and  exclaimed :  "  Stanislaus, 
Stanislaus,  what  has  befallen  you?" 

"  Nothing,"  replied  Kraiewski,  regaining  his 
self-possesuon,  and  taking  her  tSdCtiaaately  hj 
the  hand ;  '*  those  touching,  those  tender  strains, 
did  but  a  little  sadden  me." 

"  No,  Stanislaus,  no,  you  are  deceiving  me  ; 
tell  me  the  truth,  I  most  earnestly  implore  you." 

At  this  moment  Jenny  came  into  the  apart- 
ment and  bebddmg  the  change  in  her  uster's 
features,  she  believed  that  ihe  had  been  seized 
with  some  sudden  ailment  and  ran  to  assist  her. 
Kraiewski  ste^>6d  out  of  the  room  saying  that 
he  would  return  immediately. 

Mary,  calling  all  her  energies  into  play  to 
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master  her  emotion,  with  a  semblance  of  c&Im- 
neas  and  medtal  repose,  expressed  a  wish  to 
enjoy  the  fresh  air,  and  taking  Jenny's  arm,  she 
went  to  walk  upon  the  balcony,  whence  she  per- 
ceived Kraiewski  pacing  the  court-yard  with 
harried  steps. 

She  seated  herself  iqun  a  bench,  and  asked 
Jenny  if  any  express  had  been  brought  to  the 
castle  during  the  evening. 

The  latter,  who  saw  nothing  remarkable  io 
the  queetJon,  replied  that  a  person  had  presented 
himselfabonthalf  an  hour  before  with  a  letter 
for  the  Captun.  Mary  dtssembled  her  feelings^ 
and  with  seeming  indifference  observed : 
"  Yes,  I  know, — what  is  it  about?  but  if  the 
bearer  ta  still  here,  send  him  to  me." 

Jenny  ran  to  comfdy  with  Mary's  request,  and 
found  on  her  way,  not  tat  from  the  balcony  a 
piece  of  paper  lying  upon  the  floor.  It  was  a 
letter  with  its  seal  broken ;  she  took  it  up,  re- 
tracted her  steps,  carried  it  to  her  sister,  and 
again  went  upon  her  mission. 
B  3 
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Mary,  impatient  to  Vmow  the  purport  of  thv 
epUUe,  retired  into  her  room  to  penue  te. 

In  a  few  moments  a  audden  shriek  broke 
through  the  silence  of  the  castle  halls.  All  tsb 
in  the  direction  whence  the  teniiying  sound  pro- 
ceeded. Mary  was  lying  in  a  ■woon  and  by 
her  ude  was  a  letter,  whidi  tlie  Colonel  picked 
up ; — it  came  from  the  army  of  Chodkievtcs, 
brining  intelligeDce  that  the  armistice  bad 
been  brolcen,  hostilities  commenced,  and  that 
consequentiy  the  General  in  Chief,  who  was  on 
the  ere  of  an  engagement  with  the  enemy,  com- 
manded all  the  o£Bcers,  on  leave  of  absence,  to 
join  their  regiments  in  the  space  of  three  days. 
Nevertheless,  by  especial  favoor,  he  granted 
four  days  more  to  KraiewsU,  that  he  might  have 
time  to  settle  all  his  afifairS}  and  to  enrol,  if  pos- 
uble,  a  few  good  dtizens  under  his  banners  in 
the  service  of  his  country.  After  which  he  was 
to  repair,  in  all  haste,  to  the  head-quarters  nesr 
Riga. 

As  sooQ  as  Mary  had  been  restored  to  con- 
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sciouaneM,  Kraiewaki  took  the  Stantitaude,  and 
informed  him  that  he  was  ander  the  necessity  of 
immediate  departure,  in  order  that  he  might  he 
able  to  pass  with  Mary  the  last  day  of  his  per- 
mitted absence.  His  horse  was  soon  annouhced 
to  be  In  readbess ;  he  mounted  end  rode  away. 

Mary  had  recovered  from  her  swoon,  to  be 
removed  to  a  bod  of  idckneas  j^-^uring  several 
nights  in  succesnon  sleep  did  not  viut  her  eye- 
lids. She  believed  that  her  lover  would  return 
no  mors -she  asked  for  him  constantly  with 
tears  and  sobs.  The  strongest  assurances  and 
most  earnest  persaasions  could  with  difficulty 
pacify  her. 

One  day  she  fell  into  a  deep  but  troubled 
steep,  and  awdce  with  agonising  horror,  uttering 
a  terrifying  groan.  In  a  dream  she  had  beheld 
the  lifeless  body  of  Casimir,  pierced  by  a  musket 
boll  and  lying  on  the  field  of  slaughter ;  imme- 
diately after  she  had  seen  her  lover,  red  with 
Miffened  gore,  stretched  in  death  near  the  sea- 
shore, and  above  him  were  hovering  a  dark 
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flock  of  ravetu  ccHnnungling  their  hoaise -croak- 
ings  with  the  roar  of  the  lullowa. 

These  fearful  nuons  were  attributed  b;  all  to 
a  fevered  imaginatioii,  reBulting  firom  her  indis- 
positton. 

Kra'i'ewski  at  length  returned ;  when  she  6nt 
saw  him  she  fell  upon .  his  neck  and  hung 
upon  it    with  a  lingering  and  food  embrace. 

During  the  whole  day  he  remained  with  her. 
In  the  evening  she  walked  in  the.  garden  with 
him,  and  although  he  solaced  her,  it  was  easy 
to  perceire  that  he  bhnself  was  in  equal  need  of 
consolation. 

"You  will  be  here  to-morrow,  Stanislaus, 
shall  you  not  ?" 

"  I  shall  be  here  for  some  time,  my  angel,  to 
adore  you,"  replied  Kraiewski. 

"  Then  I  have  still  a  few  houn  before  i  pro- 
nouDce  the  terrible  word  farewell,  which  will, 
perhaps,  be  the  last  that  you  will  hear  from  my 
lips." 

*'.Why  these  apprehennons,  (Kvioe  Mary  ?" 
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"  Why  ?  ah,  if  you  knew  all  that  was  pasaiog 
in  my  thoughts. — If  you  could  know  what  fright- 
ful disquietude  is.  tonneating  me, — if  you  could 
know  the  perfect  fulness  of  my  affectiou  foryou ; 
then,  perhaps,  you  would  comprehend  all  the 
anguish,  all  the  sufferings  of  the  heart  of  a  female 
under  such  circumstances.  You  are  going 
where  men  fall  as  corn  by  the  mower's  scythe; 
you  are  going  where  cruel  death  revels  in  blood- 
shed; you  are  going  to  expose  your  valuable 
life,  to  brave  a  thousand  dangers  in  quest  of 
empty  gbry,  and  I,  forsooth,  must  be  contented, 
gay  and  joyous !  Think  that  you  have  already 
bled  in  Europe,  A.frica,  and  Asia,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  this  fatal  and  detestable  duty,  in  the 
service  of  that  ungrateful  country,  which  is 
always  thirsting  for  your  blood.  Think  of  the 
gipsy's  predictions  1  think  of  the  hootings  of  the 
owls!  think  of  the  dream  of  the  ravens  and  so 
many  other  sinister  forebodings  I  think  too  of 
my  grie^  that  uputterable  grief  which  is  wound- 
ing my  heart,  and  which,  like  the  dagger's  point. 
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will  iD&Uibly  cut  ihoit  my  days,  if  Mmte  enl 
ihall  be&l  thee !  Leave,  leave  in  peace  theaa 
bated  Swedes  I  let  othen  supply  year  place. 
Oo  not  to  this  war — ramun,  oh !  in  heaven's 
name,  remain  with  me,  my  beloved  Stanialaus  T' 
**  AdiHsble  Mary  I"*  replied  Kraiewski,  in  an 
impoBnoned  tone  ;  "in  vain  for  the  poet  or  the 
orator,  much  more  for  my  iaeble  taagaa,  to 
describe  your  beauty,  your  virtues,  the  love^  the 
adoration  which  glows  within  me.  I  cau  eaaly 
ima^ne  your  fears— they  are  natural ;  but  b»* 
fore  I  saw  you,  before  I  beard  your  voice,  I  was 
already  a  Pole ;  my  eyes  had  already  reposed 
upon  my  native  land,  my  tears  had  already 
heard  the  harmonious  words  of  my  mother^ 
tongue.  When  I  was  thirteen  years  old,  my 
father  one  day  called  me,  and  took  me  into  a 
room  full  of  the  pictures  of  my  ancestors. 
— <  Receive,'  said  he  to  me ;  '  this  sword,' 
the  same  which  now  hangs  at  my  adoi  which 
accompanied  me  in  my  exile  and  in  all  the 
battles  I  have  (aof^t',  'receive  tlus  swotd  and 


c.y  Google 


THB  SBTEVTEBNTH  CSKTCRY.        67 

■wear  that  jcia.  mH.  use  it  for  the  defence  of  your 
country.  If  our  land  of  nuutyn  aboald  ever 
groan  under  opprestioa,  or  beneath  a  fotetgn 
yoke,  l«are  all  that  is  moat  dear  to  youi  retira 
into  the  ateppes  and  most  frightful  deaerta,  do* 
^tair  not  of  seeing  it  again,  and  return  at  tlie 
fint  opportunity,  like  a  thunderbolt,  to  avenge 
its  wrongs  or  perish  in  the  attempt.  By  such 
means  nations  that  have  been  trampled  down, 
but  never  crushed,  may  r^enerate,  Uke  the 
phoenix  from  its  ashee,  and  wash  away  in  the 
the  Uood  of  their  enenues,  the  innumerable 
■calamities,  which  perfidy,  cruelty,  and  injustice 
have  heaped  upon  them. — If  you  ever  swerve 
from  dte  path  in  which  my  counsels  shall  iiave 
placed  you,  if  you  ever  foiget  to  inculcate  the 
same  principles  upon  your  children  at  an  early 
age,  may  the  curse  of  heaven  be  upon  you  and 
upon  all  your  race!'— I  swore  to  obey  these 
orden,  must  I  then  violate  my  oath  and  become 
a  peijurer  ?  however  great  my  regret,  whatever 
fate  Providence  may  decree  me,  I  must  go  hence 
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to  fiU  the  hoQOurable  statioa  which  has  been' 
sppoiQted  me  io  the  ranks  of  war." 

"  You  men  have  always,"  reptied  Maiy,  with 
bittemeu  in  her  tone ;  "  that  point  of  honour, 
that  paltry  glory  as  a  preteit:  and  instead  of 
soothing  US,  you  pour  bailing  water  into  the 
bleeding  wounds  of  our  hearts." 

They  now  re-entered  the  house.  As  Canmir 
also  was  to  eater  the  aerrice,  there  was  a  busy 
movement  in  the  castle  during  the  whole  day. 
Tlie  Starost  and  his  son  were  invariably  engaged 
in  some  preparation,  so  that  the  betrothed 
lovers  enjoyed  each  other's  converse  without  in- 
terruption. 

The  Colonel,  having  sent  forward  some  of  his 
son's  and  Kraiewski's  attendants,  and  completed 
every  preparation,  came  with  Cssimir  into  the 
wit^rawing-room  to  spend  the  evening. 

After  supper,  tbe  father  and  son  seated  them- 
selves upon  the  sofa;  both  were  sad  and  pensive. 
Even  the  Canon  bad  lost  all  his  cheerfulness  and 
observed  a  thoughtful  silence.    The  Colonel  at 
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times  twirled  hu  grey  moustaches  and  whistled, 
— a  sure  sign  of  hia  afflicdon,  which  he  in  voia 
attempted  to  conceal. 

Mary,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  her' 
UDcle's  disposition,  and  who  perhaps  reproached 
herself  for  being  selfish  in  her  regret,  went  and 
seated  herself  between  Vasovicz  and  her  cousin, 
and  after  having  looked  with  the  tenderest  ex- 
pression of  countenance,  first  upon  one  and 
then  upon  the  other,  clasped  the  hand  of  her 
uncle  and  bore  it  to  her  lips,  while  with 
her  other  abe  affectionately  pressed  that  of 
Casimir. 

A  servant  now  entered  to  make  some  inquiry 
of  the  CHonel,  relaUve  to  the  a^rs  of  the 
household. 

"  Do  not  disturb  me  now,"  said  Vasoviczj 
hastily;  "I  will  settle  that  to-morrow  evening." 

"  To-morrow  evening,"  rejoined  Mary,  with 
a  shudder ;  "  O  heaven  1"  and  she  burst  into 
tears.  ' 

"  Poor  child,  cheer  up,  be  not  despondent," 


c.y  Google 


W  TUB  POLES  IN 

sud  the  Stamt.— The  lag  drops  triced  down 
tbe  cheeki  of  Caumir,  and  the  dark  0700  of 
Kratewski  yielded  th«r  tribnte  to  tbe  geaenl 

SOflOW. 

It  wu  late,  and  as  Krwewski  «as  under  the 
necesiity  of  going  out  to  give  some  final  ordeis 
relative  to  his  departure,  which  was  to  take 
place  on  the  following  momiiig  at  ten  o'clock, 
the  Starost,  b)^  the  most  earofst  entreaties,  pre- 
vailed upon  bis  neice,  who  ba^  not  closed  her 
eyes  for  nianjr  nights,  to  go  ^nd  enjoy  a  little 
repose  during  the  absence  of  her  lorer;  he 
retired  at  the  same  time  with  Casimir  and  tbe 
Canon  to  sleep  till  day-light. 

Maty  went  into  her  cbambeiv  and  threw  her- 
self upon  her  couch,  earnestly  soliciting  Jenny 
to  wake  her  in  a  hour. 

When  Knuewski  returned  and  was  informed 
tfiU  all  had  gone  to  bed,  he  walked  into  tbe 
oourt-yaid  and  paced  it  for  a  few  minates, 
directing  at  intervals  an  eager  and  penetrating 
glanoe  at  the  window  of  Mtry's  room.     Ere 
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loD^  be  thought  he  diatingnished  a  YacdllRtion  of 
light,  and  when  lus  gaze  was  riveted  in  silent 
oontemplatuni)  the  txun  of  footat^n  came  apon 
his  ear — he  was  on  tiie  point  of  tuniing  roond, 
wlien  Mary  laid  her  band  gently  upon  his 
sbonlder.  Kraiewelti  f(dded  her  in  his  anus, 
and  witha  thonaand  bunung  kisses  rerived  the 
pristine  hae  of  the  roses  that  had  paled  upon  her 
cheeks. 

"  After  a  painfiil  dumber,  I  awoke,  and  re- 
membering that  I  bad  to  return  into  the  with- 
drawing room,  not  willing  to  tUrturb  any  one, 
and  least  of  all  that  dear  Jenny,  who  has  sat  up 
with  me  for  the  last  four  sights,  I  dreaed 
myself,  and  hariag  pereeired  yoa  from  my 
window,  I  hastened  to  you."  Mary  perecdving 
that  her  lover  a^qteared  more  sorrowful  than  she 
had  seen  him  hitherto,  took  bim  by  the  hand,. 
and  said  to  bim  in  a  tone  of  gentle  r^iroadi : 
"  Stanislaus,  my  dear  Stanislatn,  why  that 
sonbre  sadoees  on  your  l»ow,  why  thatdcijected 
kok?" 


c.y  Google 


92  THE   FOLSS   tH 

Kraiewski  was  about  to  reply,  when  the  castle 
clock  struck  the  hour  of  midnight. 

"  Yet,  a  few  hours  more  of  happioeBs  ;  that  is 
.iadeed  a  consolatioQ,"  sud  Maiy  and  her 
features  were  Ughted  up  with  a  gleam  of  joy  that 
did  but  betiay  the  darknesB  of  the  storm  that 
waa  raging  in  her  bosom, 

Kruewski  o&red  her  his  arm,  and  proposed 
to  her  that  they  should  go  and  visit,  perhaps  for 
the  last  time,  the  tall  wild  poplar  utuated  upcm 
a  tongue  of  land  between  the  lake  and  the  Nie- 
men,  the  scene  of  their  first  rendezrons. 

Mary  consented,  and  they  went  down  the 
eminence  ti^ether. 

"  You  will  then  come  with  me  T'  s«d  Kial^ 
ew^  tenderly,  and  strengthening  his  request  by 
a  kiss,  and  receiving  a  similsr  token  of  affection: 

"  Yes,  I  will  follow  you  even  to  the  end  of 
the  world,  if  you  wi^  me,"  replied  Maiy. 

A  small  boat  was  moored  at  the  water's  edge^ 
Kraiewski,  having  handed  Mary  into  it,  todi  the 
oars  and  rowed  to  the  opponte  side  of  the  lake< 
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Id  a  few  minuteB  tbe^  seated  theRuelTes  near 
tbe  tree  on  the  mossy  turf.  The  faithful  dog 
stood  beside  them.     . 

There  was  a  solemn  stillnen  in  the  air,  sleep 
had  laid  its  hehtj  hand  upon  mortal  eye ;  the 
tOBgue  of  man  was  mute,  his  wildest  pasrioas 
hushed  to  rest,  and  night  was  reigning  in  all  her 
ulent  majesty. 

On  the  left  at  the  foot  of  the  village  built 
upon  a  hill,  which  overiooked  tlie  road  on  the 
opposite  bank,  the  outline  of  a  small  oratory, 
constructed  of  wood  and  surrounded  with  large 
trees,  was  dimly  shadowed  forth. 
.  It  was  already  blling  into  ruins,  and  its  com- 
j^ete  destruction  was  left  to  tbe  destroying  effects 
of  Ume.  On  the  right  could  he  distinguished 
the  dome  of  the  church,  tbe  roof,  the  chimneys 
of  the  castle,  which  togethw  with  the  chapel, 
the  trees,  and  the  countless  stars,  were  reflected 
in  the  bosom  of  the  lake  upon  which  the  moon 
was  pouring  a  flood  of  silrery  splendour. 

When  the  world  reposes,  lore  hovers  over  it 
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on  fluttering  pimom,  and  even  in  the  ttuckest 
daibiABi,  userts  his  despotic  sway.  The  two 
lovers  ulently  gazed  on  the  magnificent  and  en- 
trandng  scene,  as  often  as  they  could  snatch 
their  eyes  from  tiie  dominion  of  a  more  powerfol 
witdwry  that  riveted  them  on  each  other. 

Kraiewdti  gently  pressed  the  hand  of  Mary, 
as  she  hung  her  drooping  bead  upon  his 
shoulder,  and  thus  poured  forth  her  earnest 
appeaL  "  You  love  your  country,  you  ar^ 
attached  to  honour,  to  your  barbarous  duty, 
but  you  must  love  also  your  best  friend,  your 
adored  and  affiuiced  bride,  who  loves  and 
admea  yon  equally.  Moderate  then  your  war- 
like aidoor,  expose  not  your  life  to  useless 
dangeiB,  at  least  out  of  {uty  to  me ;  for  if  you 
shoidd  perish,  my  love  1  my  life  1  oh  I  where 
would  be  my  refuge  ?  I  could  not  sarvlve  you. 
I  could  not,  deprived  of  you,  bold  on  the  daric 
tenor,  of  my  earthly  way,  when  yoo  are  the 
li^t,  the  sun  of  my  existence,  when  your  vcaee 
is  as  heavenly  music  to  my  soul,  and  your  very 
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look  a  pandiee.  Ok  I  no,  sooner  tear  the  ivy 
from  the  oak,  die  tiger  from  its  prey,  the  eternal 
snows  from  the  Carpathian  mountfuo-tops,  but 
snatch  not  my  soul  from  yours.— You  may  be 
told,  periiape,  that  if  you  die,  after  a  few  tears 
and  sobs,  another  will  replace  yoa  in  my 
affection,  and  call  me  his  wife.  But  you,  who 
know  well  the  heart  which  beats  for  you  alone, 
must  be  conscious  that  such  a  thing  ia  impos- 
sible. We  met  each  other  as  two  drops  of 
water  in  a  mighty  sea;  our  souls  united  insepa- 
rably. If  destiny,  cruel  destiny,  jealous  of  our 
future  hap[nness,  pierces  you  with  a  deadly 
shaft,  but  a  few  days  will  pass  ere  I  follow  you 
into  the  dread  empire  of  death.  I  solemnly 
declare,  that  I  cherish  this  thought  with  fond- 
ness, the  time  may  come  when  it  may  beam 
upon  my  soul  with  the  last  funt  glimmerings 
of  consolation.  Ah  I  if  I  could  follow  you  into 
battle,  and  be  a  buckler  to  you,  or  sate,  with  my 
own  blood,  the  fury  of  the  death-bolts  and  swords 
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which  will  menaoe  ^ou,  how  glad  should  I  be 
to  perish." 

.  "Do  you  think,  my  guardian  angel,*'  replied 
Kraiewski,  moved  to  tears,  "  that  I  am  less 
generous  than  you,  that  my  auction  is  less 
ardent  than  youra  ?  Noi  all  the  attachment 
^tbat  is  felt  for  you  by  all  to  whom  the  ties  of 
kindred  or  friendship  have  endeared  you,  is  to 
.mine  but  as  a  feeble  reed  to  the  giant  oak,  one 
grain  of  sand  to  the  deserts  of  Africa,  an  instant 
to  eternity.  If  there  were  a  single  drop  of  blood 
in  my  veins  that  was  not  mlling  to  be  shed 
for  you,  with  my  dagger's  point  I  would  tear 
open  the  red  fountains  of  my  heart  and  pluck 
.it  out," 

On  the  bank  of  the  river,  to  which  they  had 
unconsciouBly  strayed  during  these  mutual  pro- 
testations,  there  was  a  sheet  of  emerald  verdure 
extending  to  the  water's  edge,  with  trees  and 
flowery  shrubs  delightfully  interspersed  over 
its  full  extent ;  the  opposite  bank  presented  a 
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wild  unculUrated  aspect :  scarcely  lighted  hj  the 
gboat  of  the  sun,  which  tried  in  vain  to  dis- 
sipate the  darkness  on  the  sterile  soil ;  the 
dark  heath  grew  in  patches  where  it  could  take 
root  between  the  grey  moss-dad  beds  of  stone : 
all  ainid  this  desolation  stood  a  weeping  willow 
dip[ung  its  tresses  in  the  limpid  waters.  This 
gloomy  image  was  not  lost  to  the  mind  of  Krai- 
ewski ;  it  seemed  to  him  the  emblem  of  death, 
or  diaai^inted  lore ;  but  he  feared  to  communi- 
cate this  impresuon  to  the  thoughts  of  Mary. 
Hitherto  the  nocturnal  landscape  had  been 
.  steeped  in  moonlight  and  repose  ;— it  was  but 
a  deceitful  calm,  for  the  wind  began  to  howl  in 
the  dark  forest  of  pine,  the  surface  of  the  lake, 
and  the  Niemen  to  be  ruffied,  and  the  trees  to 
bov  their  trembling  heads.  The  moon  shrank 
as  in  apprehenrion  behind  the  masses  of  lower- 
ing cttHids.  The  darkness  was  redoubled,  the 
horizon  was  rent  asunder,  and  the  lightning  traced 
its  forked  path  of  flame  athwart  the  gloomy  sky. 
The  hearcroB  opened,  and  through  the  mighty 
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chasms,  the  black  monntaios  of  vapour,  ^Se 
behind  pole  weie  men  by  the  "  red  arlillery*s 
b<dt."  Knuewaki,  seated  mth  Mary  under  the 
poplar  tree,  the  silent  witness  of  his  h^pioess, 
wanned  with  his  breath,  and  covered  with  his 
cloak,  u  well  as  be  could,  his  trembling  Imde, — 
he  caressed  her,  consoled  her,  pressed  her  in  lus 
arms,  and  in  the  ecstasy  of  bis  lo>«,  almost 
forgot  heaven  and  earth,  the  darkness,  and  the 
storm.  But  the  hurricane  was  unchained,  and 
let  loose  upon  the  earth,  the  lashed  summits  of 
the  trees  seemed  to  bowl  with  agony,  loud  crashes 
of  thunder  muntuned  an  incessant  roar,  the 
lightoiing  struck  and  set  fire  to  the  dd  chapel 
in  the  village ;  in  a  moment,  four  tall  pines  were 
blazing  mth  pointed  tongues  of  flame,  like 
tapers  roand  a  coffin  in  tbe  darkened  room  of 
death.  A  sheet  of  living  fire  glided  from  house 
to  house,  pitchy  volumes  of  smoke  rose  to  com- 
mingle with  the  darker  heaven.  The  tocan 
sounded  Ibe  alarm,  the  ill-omened  birds  were 
scared  from  their  night-haunts,  the  boatings  of 
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tlie  owls  dislodged  from  the  chapel,  blending 
with  the  Toices  of  the  awakened  villagen,  lonnded 
^noally  in  the  brief  intervals  between  the 
terrific  rollings  of  the  thunder.  The  frail  skiff 
that  had  borne  the  lovers  acroos  the  water,  was 
swept  from  its  slender  moorings  far  from  the 
bank.  But  Kralewski  wrapped  up  his  loved  one 
in  bis  cloak,  and  leaving  the  dog  to  guard  her, 
^rang  into  ^e  water  to  regain  the  little  bark. 

He  had  not  yet  reached  the  spot,  where  Marjr, 
chilled  with  terror,  was  waiting  for  his  return, 
when  suddenly,  the  electric  fluid  fiinowed  the 
dark  firmament,  and  filling  the  air  with  sulphu- 
reous vapour  shivered  the  poplar  in  twun,  hurling 
its  fragments  fearfully  to  the  ground  without 
banning  either  Mary,  or  the  dog  that  was 
couched  at  her  feet  Pale  as  a  spectre,  and 
seised  with  the  fiercest  agony  of  dread,  ^e 
sprang  from  her  seat^  and  darted  forward  to  meet 
her  approaching  lorer. 

"O  Stanialaui,"  cried  she,  wringbg  her 
hands,  *'  deitf  StonislauB,  the  ppsy  bai  foretold 
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too  tml^.    We  are  ander  a  cone.    Hearea  con- 
demiw  oar  lore." 

Kiaiewski  nude  no  reply,  but  with  a  look 
that  besp<^  bis  indescribaUe  emotioD,  and 
kitting  ber  fervently,  he  bore  her  in  his  anns 
to  the  pinnaee  whidi  he  had  drawn  to  the 
water's  edge.  He  little  waves  were  still  in 
violent  agitation,  and,  though  he  was  a  skilful 
boatman,  feariog  for  the  safety  of  his  wel!- 
beloved,  he  caosed  her  to  recline  in  the  boat, 
and  besought  her  by  no  means  to  moTe. 

llwflaineB  still  continned  their  ravages,  rising'. 
high  into  the  air  triumphantly  over  the  ruins 
they  had  made.  As  the  lovers  approached  the 
village,  the  hurried  movements  of  living  objects 
and  the  features  of  many  were  rendered  dis- 
tinguishable by  the  brightness,  which  was  soarcely 
leu  than  that  of  broad  day. 

In  a  few  minutes  Mary  heard  the  voice  of  her 
uncle,  who  was  coolly  and  energetically  giving  a 
variety  {^orders.  He  hadjust  expressed  himself 
in  the  following  words ;  'f  If  my  niece  is  not  yet 


c.y  Google 


THE    SkVEHTBBHTM    CENTUBY.  101 

awake,  do  not  disturb  her,  the  poor  child  has 
passed  many  sleepIesB  nighte  of  late." 
"  But  where  is  our  C&ptaio  ?" 
"He  isdoubtlflBsly  with  Caaimir  and  Major 
Buczaka  who  hasjust  arriTed,"  readied  one  of 
the  servants. 

'*  Mount  your  horse  quickly,"  coatjnued  the 
Starost,  <'  let  all  in  the  faouBe  go  to  asfiist  in 
extinguishing  the  fire."  Alter  which  be  put 
^urs  to  his  steed  and  galloped  away. 

Kraiewaki  redoubled  his  eSoita  in  rowing,  he 
glided  by  the  castle  and  landed  with  Mary 
under  the  cover  of  some  thick  foliage;  then 
gliding  among  the  trees,  they  passed  over  the 
tnoat  upon  a  plank,  nor  did  he  leave  her  till  he 
bad  seen  her  safe  into  the  house,  which,  they 
reached  without  being  perceived,  and  by  a  siti' 
gular  chance,  no  one  in  the  castle  bad  the  least 
idea  of  their  absence. 

The  young  officer  hastened  to  the  stable,  not 
a  soul  was  there,  but  having  found  his  hone 
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saddled  and  bridled,  he  sprang  upon  its  back, 
and  galloped  to  the  Tillage. 

The  Colonel,  who  was  ordering  the  thatdied 
rooft  of  some  cottages  to  be  demolished  in 
order  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  flames, 
having  recognised  him  at  a  distance,  rode 
towards  him  at  full  speed,  and  directed  his 
attention  to  a  Ug^t  that  was  now  visible  in 
Mary's  chamber. 

c  I  will  stay  here,"  sud  be,  "  yon  will  go  and 
reassure  my  niece,  for  1  see  she  has  risen." 

Krai'ews^  was  necessitated  to  return;  nben 
he  arrived,  he  found  Jenny  and  Snarska  endeo- 
VDuringto  hush  the  fears  and  quiet  the  alarm  of 
Mary.  In  half  an  hour  every  one  came  back 
from  the  village,  without  having  succeeded  in 
saving  any  part  of  it  from  the  fury  of  the 
element ;  all  but  a  few  distant  honses  bad  fallen 
a  prey  to  the  flames,  and  presented  but  a  fae^ 
of  smoking  ruins,  whence  at  times  a  few  Ajing 
sparks  shot  forth  into  the  air,  amid  the  wreath 
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of  smoke,  iriiich  the  last  breath  of  the  expiring 
storm  was  bearing  away. 

Where  a  few  hours  before  numerous  families 
of  honest  Tillagers  were  slumberiug  peacefully 
beneath  their  humble  roofs  after  the  toil*  of  the 
day,  were  now  to  be  seen  dark  groups  of  half 
naked  forms  with  but  a  few  rags  to  screen  them 
from  the  damps  of  night,  wandering  like  so 
many  tpectres  round  their  former  dwellings, 
deploring  their  bitter  destitution  with  sobs  and 
tears. 

Tlie  sorrows  of  the  generous  minded  seem  to 
vantsh  from  their  thoughts,  when  they  behold 
their  fellow  creatures  suddenly  plunged  into 
distress  and  misery.  The  sympathy  ^at  Mary 
felt  for  those  poor  creatures  abstracted  her  for  a 
time  from  her  own  hapless  condition. 

The  Starost  ordered  that  the  unfortunate  and 
houseless  villageis  should  be  immediately  suc- 
coured, and  his  niece  then  learned  from  him 
thdt  the  bed-ridden  gipey  woman  bad  pepshed. 
in  the  flames,  despite  her  heart-rending  cries 
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for  help,  and  everf  "poMble  efibrt  to  reKue 
her. 

The  storm  had  now  heen  lolled  to  reat,  tbe 
darkness  had  vaned,  the  sk^  was  serene  and 
cloudless,  and  a  streak  of  empurpled  gold  in  tbe 
eastern  hMren  was  heralding  a  beauteous 
autumn  day. 

AH  were  too  deeply  unmeised  in  sadnev  to 
think  of  seeking  repose,  all  appeared  ineon- 
solaUe ;  the  Stardst  himself  no  longer  Tentured 
to  address  one  word  of  solace. 

The  sua  rose  with  transcendent  brightness 
the  lorelineaa  of  the  morning  gave  promise  of 
a  glorious  day.  At  eight  o'clock  the  grooms  of 
the  two  young  ofiScers  received  positive  orden 
to  be  in  readiness  with  their  own,  and  tbrnr 
master's  hones  at  the  hour  often. 

Mary,  by  chance  overheard  this  peremptory 
command,  and  the  departure  oS  her  lover  brake 
in  upon  her  soul,  in  all  its  dread  reality.  A 
ghastly  paleness  was  on  her  cheeks, — she  shud- 
dered,—tbe  current  of  her  life  blood  ran  cdd 
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and  dnggiBh  in  her  veins,  but  retfuoing  her  self- 
pOMoBoion,  she  bad  recourse  to  an  artifice  (what 
will  not  lore  ^imagioe  ?)  to  delay  the  terrible 
farewell ;  the  ran  to  the  castle-dock  and 
■topped  it,  as  well  as.erery  other  time-piece  in 
the  house.  She  then  returned  into  the  preBenee 
of  Knuewski  and  nestled  in  his  bosom.  Some> 
times  she  appeared  anxioiu  to  say  something  to 
him,  and  the  thought,  as  quickly  as  conceived 
was  chased  from  her  troubled  mind.  Sometimes 
Ae  raised  her  brij^t  blue  eyes  bedewed  with 
tears  and  gazed  upon  him  with  a  look  so  sad,  so 
langoishing,  so  ine&bly  gentle  that  he  would 
have  sacrificed  a  thousand  liyee  to  console  and 
gladden  hw. 

The  beauteous  orphan  of  Cumberland,  being 
abne  with  her  lover,  in  turning  her  head,  be- 
held, in  a  mirror,  her  wan  countenance,  and 
her  dark  tresses  flowmg  in  disorder.  Ashamed 
of  her  paleness  and  disarray:  "  Stanislaus  I"  said 
she;  " I  wae  not  in  this  dejected,  pitiable  state, 
F  8 
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wbea  70U '  first  sgw  me  in  the  diareh  at 
Kovno— *' 

**  Indulge  not  in  theee  reflectioiis,  heavenly 
Mary,"  exclaimed  Kriaewski  intennpting  her; 
"  from  that  moment,  yon  have  been  the  sole 
olyect  of  my  heart's  fondest  aspirations.— Oh ! 
if  I  cause  you  these  Bomm,  if  I  dim  those  moie 
than  angelic  eyes  with  tears,  pardon  me,  pardon 
me^  I  implore  you." 

"  Abl  cease  to  implore  me,  Stanislaus;  if 
you  could  look  into  the  deepest  reoeases  of  my 
bosom,  you  would  know  that  it  harbours  not  the 
shadow  of  reproach  agunst  you. — Return  frmn 
this  WOT,  oh !  return  from  it,  for  if  I  had  not 
known  yon,  if  my  parents  had  lived,  peihaps  my 
life  would  have  glided  away  amongst  the 
mountains  of  my  natire  Cumberland,  like  a 
gentle  rirer  in  its  course  to  the  waters  of  the 
ocean.  But  now  my  existence  is  inseparable 
from  yours  as  harmony  from  ttie  sweet  Tmce  of 
the  nigfatjugale—ht^oess  or  death  is  my  altei^ 
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native.  —  Your  presence  is  the  torch  tbat 
iUamines  my  sad  life.  As  long  as  I  behold  you, 
at  kmg  as  I  have  the  certainty  of  beholcUng  you, 
it  will  bum  with  noabated  brightness ;  but  when 
you  are  no  more,  it  will  be  eztiDgniBhed  in 
death.  Peifaaps  my  uncle,  perhaps  the  kind, 
the  affectionate  t^neeas  will  attempt  to  console 
me  during  the  tortures  of  your  absence,  and  wiU 
say :— '  Cease  to  give  way  to  sorrow ;  Stanislaus 
will  return,'  and  during  these  tedious  hours, 
those  endless  days,  which  I  shall  pass  far  away 
^rom  yon,  I  shall  answer  them :  '  he  is  not  here, 
and  tfaor  tongue  will  falter  at  that  sad  hopeless 
truth." 

Every  preparation  had  now  been  completed. 
Tbe  Colonel  asked  the  hour,  and  was  astonished 
that  the  castle  clock  had  not  yet  struck.  He 
lodted  at  several  time-[Heces  and  saw  that  they 
had  been  all  stofqied.  He  divined  the  innocent 
stratagem,  and  a  smile  jdayed,  momentarily, 
upcm  his  clouded  features.    He  told  Mary  that 
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be  COTuented  to  put  off  the  departun,  yet  an- 
other half  hour,  although  the  appoioted  time  had 
passed. 

After  thii  ioterval  had  glided  by*  tbe  castle- 
dock  hBTing  been  set,  struck  three-quarten 
past  ten.  Tbe  sound  was  like  a  death-knell  to 
Mary's  soul.  Four  horses,  led  by  the  Negro 
and  Mucha,  stopped  in  front  of  the  windows. 
Mary  on  beholding  them,  ntteied  a  [uerdag 
shriek,  and  fell  into  the  arms  of  Kratewski. 

"  Oh,  my  country  t  must  I  then  answer  tby 
terrible  call  T*  was  his  deploring  ejaculation,  and 
his  pale  tips  kissed  the  scalding  tean  from  the 
cheeks  of  his  affianced  bride. 

**  Oh !  begone  1  b^fone !"  exclaimed  the 
drooping  beauty ;  "  if  that  is  your  firm  resolTe.^ 

At  the  same  moment,  the  Colonel  and 
Cosinur,  who  hod  just  been  engaged  in  tbrar 
devotions,  returned  witii  the  ministerttf religion. 
'  The  sight  of  a  [nest,  in  his  canonical  robes  of 
sombre  hue,  awakens  solemn  and  lugoWtoB 
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refldctioiu :  it  cames  our  thoughts  to  the  cradle 
Bod  the  grave,  the  first  and  the  last  resting  place 
of  man. 

"  Ob,  stay, — stay,  inydear  Stanislaus  ;  but  a 
few  momeats  longer." 

As  she  uttered  these  words,  tiie  tone  of  her 
v<Hce  was  bo  eloquently  and  painfully  persoaUTe, 
that  the  most  flinty  bosom  would  hare  been 
melted  to  compliance. 

"  Grant  me,  my  dear  uncle,  grant  me  bat  a 
few  brief  momenta  more." 

"  Well !  stay  then  five  minates  longer  with 
Captain,"  replied  Vasovicz. 

Mary  fell  upon  his  neck  and  embraced  him, 
then  ni^ed  from  the  room  and  in  an  instant 
returned.  She  had  just  loosened  her  long  dark 
nlken  tresses,  which  now  streamed  wildly  over 
ber  snowy  neck.  She  seated  herself  at 
KraiewaU's  ude,  and  hanging  upon  his  lipt, 
exclaimed  with  an  ecstasy  bordering  upon 
delirium :  "  I  have  yet  three  minates  more  V 
She  then  took  from  her  bosom  a  little  chain,  to 
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which  die  imigB  of  the  Holy  Viigin  w«a  sus- 
pended, threw  it  round  his  neck,  and  thus 
feirently  raised  her  voice  to  heaven :  "  O  God, 
thou  who  knowest  the  secrets  of  the  heart,  O 
eternal  Ood,  hear,  an  orphan's  prayer,  preserve 
Stanislaus  from  wounds  and  death,  watch  over 
him  constantly  in  dangers,  and  permit  him  to 
return  in  safety,  as  thou  didst  the  prophet  from 
the  lions*  den.  O,  holy  Vi^n,  ye  innumerable 
hosts  of  angek  and  saints  piotact  him  I" 

After  a  few  moments  of  nlence,  during  which 
she  again  sunk  in  his  embrace,  a  slight  move- 
ment was  heard  mtbout,  and  the  Colonel  -was 
observed  taking  bis  farewell  of  Caaimir  and 
presung  him  in  his  arms,  while  the  priest  still 
remuned  at  their  side. 

The  time  for  departure  had  now  arrived. 
Mary  uttered  a  heavy  groan,  and  suffered  her- 
self to  be  dragged  to  the  court-yard  as  a  victim 
to  the  Bcafibld.  Kraiewski  had  now  stepped 
fbitb  from  that  habitation,  to  which  be  would 
periiaps  no  more  return,  and  in  which  he  was 
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loved  with  as  ardour  almoBt  unparalleled  in  the 
Taried  deitiniefl  of  man. 

The  parting  ot  the  father  and  Km  had  been 
scarcely  less  affecting.  "  Casimir,"  aaid  the 
Colonel,  *'  you  ore  my  only  eon,  the  sole  hope 
of  my  old  age.  Take  thii  iword  iriudi  I  ham 
inherited  from  my  anceBtors.  More  than  once 
it  has  been  dyed  with  the  blood  of  Foland'i 
foes.  Take  it,  my  son,  may  tti  thining  blade 
open  a  passage  to  safety  and  renown.  Return 
victorious,  or  nerer  return." 

During  this  address,  a  solemn  silence  was 
observed  by  all  piesenL  The  brow  of  the  old 
Colonel  darkened,  then  calmness  returned  to 
his  aspect,  and  the  fire  of  courage  was  kindled 
in  his  look. 

Kraiewaki  took  leave  of  the  Starost,  Mary  of 
Casimir,  and  her  uncle.  The  minister  of  religion 
pronounced  a  prayer,  when  it  was  concluded, 
and  the  two  young  officers  were  about  to  spring 
upon  tbmr  horses,  Jenny,  and  Snanka,  as  well 
as  the  by^«taiideri,  were  all  in  tear*  and  soblung 
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heavily.  Nature  triomtAed  erea  orer  the 
sterner  heart  of  the  old  Colonel,  and  the  big 
drops  streamed  dowa  his  furrowed  cheeks.  He 
then  lud  his  right  hand  upon  the  head  of 
CMimir,  and  his  left  upon  ttiat  of  Kraiewski 
to  pVe  them  his  parting  bleanng. 

Mary  embraced  the  knees  of  her  belored  to 
to  detain  htm  a  few  brief  moments  longer. 

"  What  do  I  behold  7*  cried  he,  raismg  her 
with  eager  iiand.  At  this  instant,  she  diseo- 
gaged  herself  from  his  arms;  then,  with  • 
sudden  movement,  she  cUsserered  the  idiole  of 
her  long  midulating  ringlets,  which  fdl  into 
Kraiewaki's  hand. 

"  Stanislaus,"  said  she,  as  she  presented  them 
to  him,  "  Stanislaus,  thou  whose  presence  was 
to  me  as  a  ray  of  Ught  from  heaven,  expose  not 
thy  life  to  useleis  dangers ;''  and  having  ottered 
these  words,  she  sunk  into  a  swoon. 

Saddenly,  one  of  the  coorsers  pranced  and 
nei^ted.  Kraiewski,  ashamed  of  his  weakness, 
bounded  upon  his  steed,  and  denrous  of  eumpt 
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from  the  tumult  of  his  own  thoughts,  plunged 
his  spurs  into  the  aninul's  sides,  and  sped 
away  with  the  swiftaess  of  the  storm-wiad. 
Mary,  for  a  moment  revired,  and  bearing  the 
distant  clattering  of  the  hone's  iron-bound 
hoofs,  immediately  relapsed  into  utter  uncoik 
sciousness.  Casimir,  Mohed,  Mucha,  and  the 
dog,  with  difficulty  rejoined  the  flying  lover.  But 
when  they  came  up  with  him,  the  cavalcade 
proceeded  at  a  slower  pace,  amid  the  profoundest 
eilenee. 

Hie  road  now  lay  through  a  small  copse,  and 
Ki^ewski,  before  he  plunged  into  its  shades, 
tamed  round  to  take  a  last  look  at  the  castle. 
.  At  the  same  moment,  the  ulence  was  broken  by 
ill-omened  croakings,  he  gased  upward,  and 
bdield  three  large  ravens  sailing  over  his  bead 
— he  pointed  them  out  to  Casimir  without  making 
any  observations  upon  the  sinister  bodement: 
Casimir,  divining  his  thoughts,  shook  his  head 
with  a  Borrowfiil  aspect.  In  a  few  days  they 
reached  the  army  of  Livonia,  and  were  recuved 
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bf  Chodlde^cE  with  c^n  arnu  ;  be  appcnnted 
Kfaiewaki  to  the  command  of  a  sqiudron  in  the 
femoas  regiment  of  NieviarowBki,  and  having 
perused  VaM>Tici*a  letter,  he  attached  Canmir 
to  his  itaff  aa  one  (tf  his  udes-de-camp. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


''ByhMVonl  It  !■  ft  qilendld  ilgbt  tOMC, 
(For  one  who  hkth  no  Mind,  no  brothar  tlKTe)     - 
Their  rtval  tcaib  of  miied  embroider?, 
ndr  varUnu  wmi  tLmt  glitter  la  the  all  I 
What  gallant  war-bonnili  rooM  them  franx  thdr  lair. 
And  gnaeb  Ibelr  hngi  land  yelling  for  their  pny, 
All  Join  the  ehMM,  hat  ftw  the  trlamph  ibara. 
Hie  giava  than  boar  the  chietet  prlM  tiwtj. 
And  BaioeteareelbTjof  can  number  their  ftjTa;." 

Childb  Habold.— BtlOV. 


Beforb  we  enter  upoo  a  detuled  description 
of  the  battle  of  Kirholm,  ve  will  briefly  adrert 
to  the  state  in  which  Poland  was  at  that  time, 
and  trace  back  to  ita  Bource  the  long  and 
sangainaiy  lironian  war. 

Hie    nut   posseudons    of  the    Idngdom  of 
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Poland,  ag^ndised  and  consolidated  by  the 
wisfl  measures  no  less  than  the  victories  of  King 
Stephen  Batory,  embraced  a  rery  wide  extent 
of  territory  in  the  time  of  Sigismund  III. 

From  the  golf  of  Finland,  and  tite  shores  of 
the  Baltic  to  the  Carpathian  mountuns,  and 
the  Black  Sea,  from  the  Oder,  to  sven  beyond 
the  Dzwina,  and  the  Dnieper,  the  white  eag^e 
hovered  dominant  and  gloriotu,  covering  \riUi 
its  triumphant  wings  eighteen  millions  of  in- 
habitants, whom  a  community  of  origin,  man- 
ners, and  language,  fonned  into  one  homoge- 
neous nation,  or  rsther,  an  immense  family. 
Intelligent  and  brave,  honest  and  hospitable, 
this  powniid  nation  lived  in  a  temperate 
cUmate,  in  a  coaatry,  which  the  purity  of  the 
atmosphere,  the  extreme  fertUity  of  the  b(h1, 
the  abundance  of  every  tiring  tiiat  contributes 
to  the  wfll&re  of  man,  entitldd  to  a  pre-enuneot 
nnkamon^the  happiest  and  most  agreeable 
regions  in  the  inhabited  world. 

By  sn  unheard-of  fatality,  this  rich  and  beau- 
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tiful  couDtiy,  destined  to  profit  largely  bj^  the 
numerouB  advantages  which  nature  had  lavished 
upon  it,  instead  of  enjoying  the  benefits  of 
peace)  the  mother  of  prosperity  and  happiness, 
too  often  through  the  perfidy  and  rapacity  of 
its  neighbours,  became  the  theatre  of  the  dead- 
liest feuds  and  the  bloodiest  struggles. 

While  the  otiier  nations  of  the  continent  were 
peacefully  devoting  themselves  to  civic  occu- 
pations, and  with  prolonged  pleasure  sipping  the 
cup  of  tranquillity,  which  Polish  valour  had  put 
into  their  hands,  Poland  was  always  in  arms ; 
her  youth,  handling  the  sword  from  their  very 
childhood,  directed  their  earliest  asjnrations  to 
martial  deeds.  Hie  shouts  of  triumph,  the 
thunder  of  the  fight,  the  gory  fields  of  death, 
were  the  themes  on  which  their  young  imagina- 
tions loved  to  dwell.  For  ux  centuries  did  these 
hardy  warriors  repel  the  fierce  invasions  of  the 
Moscovite,  the  Swede,  the  Wallachian  and  the 
Tartar.  The  savage  and  undiscipled  valour  of 
those  barbarous  hordes  that  came  rushing  like  a 


c.y  Google 


118  THB   FOLSS  IH 

tomiit  from  llie  North  and  the  East,  broke  itself 
in  a  thouaand  waves  upon  that  mighty  roe^, 
heroic  P(daiid. 

Id  sndent  Sarmatia,  the  van-guard  of  civili- 
saUoD  and  liberty  carried  on  a  relentless  war&ie 
against  despots  and  barbariaiu. 

It  is  an  acknowledged  fact  that  the  Pides 
never  enlarged  their  territories  but  by  the  most 
solemn  compacts*  and  unrestrained  will  of  other 
nations.  Sometimes  a  powerful  people  deared 
to  unite  its  destinies  with  theirs,  sometimes  a 
weak  and  menaced  community  sought  the  pro- 
teotioD  of  their  armies.  Thus  in  1386,  the 
grand  duchy  of  Lithuania,  attached  itself  to 
Poland:  thus  in  1464,  the  Prussian  provinces 
placed  themselves  of  their  own  accord,  nnder 
Casimir  Jagellon;  thus  likewise  in  1561,  Wil- 
liam of  FuTstemberg,  grand  master  of  the  Teu- 
tonic knights,  beholding  himself  assailed  at  once 
by  Sweden,  Russia  and  Denmark,  threw  him- 
self into  the  anns  of  Sigismund  Augustus,  and 
accordingly  placed  under  the  government  of 
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that  king  the  wealthy  and  commercial  proTioce 
of  Livonia. 

Ever  since  that  period  Livonia  became  the 
apple  of  discord,  between  the  Poles,  Swedes, 
and  Moscovites,  and  the  contests  thence  arising 
assumed  an  important  aspect^  when  the  duke  of 
Sudermania,  the  uncle  of  Sigjsmund  III.  by 
dint  of  intrigue  and  violence,  succeeded  in  raising 
himself  to  the  supreme  power,  subsequently 
usurping  the  crown  of  Sweden,  to  which  bis 
nephew  asfured  perhaps  with  greater  right,  though 
he  supported  his  pretesnions  with  less  firmness 
and  genius. 

Sigiamund,  seeing  his  hopes  disappointed  in 
the  Peninsula  of  the  north,  especially  after  the 
death  of  the  brave  and  honourable  Admiral 
Fleming,  returned  into  his  own  domifiions ;  and 
whether  from  the  imprudence  natural  to  a 
listless  dispontion,  or  from  the  hesitation  of  an 
undecided  character,  he  left  only  a  thousand 
Poles  under  the  command  of  Farensbach,  the 
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palatiiiB  of  Veuden,  to  guard  the  whole  of 
IJTonu. 

His  Tigilant  enemy,  Boon  discorered  this  re- 
mUsnesB,  and  hastened  to  take  adrantage  cS  it. 
In  profound  peace,  without  any  preyious  decla- 
ration of  war,  without  thinking  of  indenting  any 
08ten«ble  pretext,  the  duke  of  Sudennania  after 
having  put  to  death  or  expatriated  the  partisans 
of  Sigismund,  suddenly  collected  an  army,  and 
iRTading  Esthonia,  took  possession  of  Revel  and 
several  other  fortified  places.  Farensbacb,  too 
weak  to  keep  the  field,  or  to  throw  ganiMuis 
into  the  fortresses-,  but  too  brave  to  behold 
unmoved,  dte  progress  of  the  enemy,  carried 
on  a  petty  and  harassing  warfare  against  him 
and  subjected  the  Swedes  to  conudeiable  losses. 

The  unjust  aggression  was  the  origin  of  the 
terrible  Ljvoniao  war,  which  now  slumbering, 
now  awaking  more  furious  from  its  repose,  and 
coDlinuing  often  in  the  middle  of  the  severest 
wiotera,  maintained  throughout  with  the  most 
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detennined  obatinacy,  and  alternate  snccess, 
ipread  ita  ravages  during  riity  years,  almost 
without  interruption,  over  those  regions  so  highly 
&TOured  by  natura,  and  it  was  not  till  1660, 
that  the  treaty  of  Olive  at  length  fixed  a  limit 
to  its  duratioD. 

At  the  first  news  of  the  invasion,  the  three 
Princes  Radziwill,  the  &ther  and  his  two  sons, 
Dorobostayski  Grand  Marshal  of  Lithuania, 
Demlanaki,  palatine  of  Pamave,  Stanislaus 
Zulkiewski,  the  great  Zamoy^d,  as  well  as 
Chodtuevicz,  already  famous  by  his  exploits, 
advanced  to  repel  the  invaders. 

Althoi^  tfae  whole  di^msahle  force  of  these 
commanders  was  not  equal  to  a  third  part  of 
the  Swedish  army,  valour  and  superior  talents 
made  amends  for  the  defideney :  the  Polish 
generals  soon  retook  nearly  aU  the  fortresses, 
completely  routed  the  enemy  at  Veissenstein, 
Erla,  KokenhaUB,  Veissenbeig,  and  compelled 
the  Duke  of  Sudermania  to  make  a  hasty  and 
disgraceful  retreat  into  Sweden. 

VOL.  III.  a 
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Th«  two  Princes  Radnmll  returned  to 
Wiloa;  the  celebrated  Zamoyiki  wu  compelled 
by  ill  health  to  abandon  his  command,  and 
Zolkiewiki  was  induced  by  motiTes  powaiAdly 
influential  to  repair  to  the  Court  of  Wanaw. 
Chodkievicz  was  left  with  the  title  of  Goremor 
of  Lironia,  and  Commander  in  chief  of  tin 
forcei  that  were  entrusted  with  the  defence  of 
that  proTinee. 

Public  opinion  and  the  general  wish  had 
marked  out  this  distinguished  officer  (m  the 
exercise  of  these  high  functions,  widi  which  the 
King  and  the  Diet  promptly  ioTested  him.  We 
shall  now  see  that  the  expectations  of  hb  feUvw- 
countrymen  were  fiilly  realised. 

Neither  the  Sovereign  nor  the  IKet  of  1603, 
adopted  measures  necessary  for  a  speedy  termi- 
nation of  tluB  war,  which  had  been  so  gloriotuly 
begun ;  Chodluencs  accordingly  was  reduced  to 
the  necessity  of  making  head  with  a  iMndtyl  of 
bnTfl  followers,  agafaist  the  numerous  fbroei  of 
the   Sweden'  whidi  were  sfaortfy  stisngtbeoed 


c.y  Google 


THB  8ETENTEEKTH  CEMTVBY.      123 

with  freah  raiDforcflmenta.  Confiding  in  his 
geniitt,  the  intrepidity  of  his  soldiers,  and  above 
all,  in  Dmne  Pnmdence, — he  did  not  hesitate 
to  attack  the  enem^  and  gained  a  ngnal  nctory 
near  Revel.  In  a  second  engagement  he 
defeated  them  again,  killed  five  thousand  of  their 
hostile  bands  before  Derpt  and  took  possession 
of  that  fortress. 

At  a  subsequent  period,  when  the  ice  and  the 
snows  began  to  disappear  under  the  inflnence 
of  the  Temal  sun,  in  two  battles  he  left  dead 
upon  the  field,  six  thousand  Swedes,  toc^  fifteen 
pieces  of  cannon,  twenty-five  standards,  and  all 
the  baggage,  not  having,  himself,  lost  in  each  of 
the  two  days  more  than  two  thousand  fighdng- 
mea. 

For  these  glorione  victories  be  was  bonoured, 
after  the  recent  death  of  Christopher  Radawill 
the  &ther,  with  the  title  of  Grand  Constable 
of  Lithuania,  the  highest  military  dignity  m 
Poland. 

Tlte  Doke  of  Sadennaiua,  having  suatuned 
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these  severe  checks,  returned  once  more  into 
bis  country,  and  endeavoured  to  fit  the  Uame 
of  hb  losses  upon  his  Generals.  It  was  about 
this  period  that,  by  dexterously  availing  faimself 
of  the  protection  of  the  Moscovites,  he  caused 
himself  to  be  crowned  King  of  Sweden  under  the 
name  of  Charles  IX. 

In  ^e  mean  time,  Moecovy  and  Tui^ey  were 
preparing,  independently  of  each  other,  to  make 
a  separata  inroad  into  Poland.  LJTonia  was 
druned  of  Uie  armies  tliat  were  stationed  tbere^ 
and  to  all  appearance  King  Sig^smuod,  being 
upon  the  point  of  having  to  contend  witfa  two 
hostile  armies  at  the  same  time,  would  not  be 
able  to  send  any  forces  to  the  relief  of  this 
province. 

Tbe  King  of  Sweden  resolved  to  seize  an 
opportunity  that  appeared  so  favourable  for 
avenging  himself;  the  disgrace  of  his  late 
defeats  galled  him,  and  the  acquisition  of  a  rich 
province  would  give  splendour  to  his  new  sove- 
reignty.   IVith  thb  view  he  detuminad  apon  a 
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fresh  iDTsuon.  As  a  first  step  towards  the 
aecompltshnisat  of  his  designs,  he  cooudered  it 
expedient  to  attempt  the  capture  of  the  import- 
ant town  of  Riga,  which  seemed  a  work  of  little 
(Ufficaltjr;  but  as  he  reckoned  upon  the 
superiority  <^his  numhera,  foif;etUng  the  bravery 
of  his  enemies,  the  mighty  genius  of  Cbodkie- 
Tics  uded  by  the  heroic  hravery  of  his  small  but 
determined  band,  baffled  all  his  efforts  and  laid 
all  his  £air  hopes  prostrate. 

He  arrired  off  the  coast  with  sixty-four  Tesselsj 
haying  on  board  a  numerous  and  well-appointed 
army.  linderson,  the  Count  Mansfeld,and  the 
Prince  of  Lunebuig,  were  entrusted  with  the 
command  of  separate  detachments.  The  land- 
ing was  effected  without  opposition.  He  invested 
Biga.  The  forces  under  Count  Mansfeld  made 
a  sodden  attack  upon  fort  Diamond,  which  com- 
manded the  town.  This  fort  was  defended  by 
a  hundred  Shavliens,*  forty  Scotch  foot-soldiers, 
and  fifty  horsemen  that  Chodkiericz  had  ordered 

■  labiUlmta  of  a  «nall  lowq,  Sbrnvle. 
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to  gallop  to  its  saccour,  the  moisent  he  beard  of 
the  enerny's  appearance.  The  paucity  of  tlie 
garrison  was  well  known  to  Monoid,  and  as 
toon  as  bis  troops  had  advanced  gnffieientty  neat 
to  the  ramparts,  he  despatched  a  flag  of  tnm, 
with  the  following  letter  to  Gabriel  Bialozor. 

"  Before  the  assault  is  commenced,  I  toTite 
yon,  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  my 
very  gracaous  Sovereign,  to  lay  down  your  amu, 
and  to  surrender  the  fort  without  dehy;  by  so 
doing  yon  wilt  be  allowed  to  retire,  together  with 
your  men,  whitbersoeTer  yon  may  thiidc  proper. 
But  if,  on  the  contrary,  you  peniBt  in  a  defenoe, 
iridch  is  useless  and  even  impoeable,  the  whole 
garrison  will  be  put  to  the  sword.  The  foil  will 
be  destroyed,  and  not  a  vestige  shall  be  left  to 
maik  the  ^nt  where  it  stood." 

Ihe  bnve  Bialosor,  immediately  answered : 
<'  In  connderataon  of  your  yoiiA,  I  pardm  yoor 
mad  presumpdcm.  But  who  an  yon,  and 
whence  do  you  come,  you  who  oftr  those  insult* 
ing  conditions  ?     Know  that  your  usoipng  Doke 
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in  not  a  King,  neither  are  70U  "ntus  VespoBian, 
nor  our  fcHt  Jeruselem.  Hie  fort  Diamond  is 
defended,  as  yoa  know,  by  Polidi  soldiers. .  .  . 
Come  and  take  it.  If  you  again  make  such  pro- 
poea]s,  I  will  hang  the  bearer  ot  them  upon  a 
gibbet,  there  to.  w«t  for  my  reply.  He  will 
wait  long  enough ." 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  Manafeld  cannonaded 
the  place,  and  ordered  three  succesave  assaults ; 
but  all  three  were  repulsed  with  bo  much  Bjnrit, 
that  be  abandoned  the  attempt  on  the  same  day. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark^  that  during  this  noble 
defence  the  forty  Scotch  soldiers,  in  the  service 
of  Poland,  commanded  by  a  brave  officer,  named 
Bor^isso,  a  Hungarian  by  birth,  being  all 
excellent  mariumen,  killed  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  of  the  Swedes  without  lonng 
one  man. 

Althoof^  this  advantage  had  been  gained, 
the  position  of  Qiodkievicz  was  extremely  criti- 
cal:  all  his  trooi»  amounted  to  no  more  than 
three  thousand  four  hundred  men,  principally 


c.y  Google 


128  THB  FOLB8  IN 

cavalry.  He  continued  despatching  duly  couriers 
to  Warsaw,  soliciting  the  king  to  send  tbem 
speedy  succour — pronusea  came  in  abundance, 
bat  no  reinforcement  arrived.  At  length  seeing 
himself  abandoned  by  the  king  and  the  natioDj 
and  perceiving  the  imposubility  of  holding  out 
much  longer  against  any  army  so  superior  in  num- 
bers, he  more  than  once  entertuned  the  idea  of 
blowing  up  the  fortifications  and  leaving  behind 
him,  when  he  had  retired,  but  a  he^  of  ruins. 

Such  a  resolution,  if  he  had  adopted  it,  would 
have  been  warranted  by  the  circumstances,  in 
which  he  was  placed ;  but  he  abandoned  it  for  a 
deugn  more  worthy  of  hb  heroism.  Firmly 
resolved  to  conquer  or  to  perish,  he  fixed  the 
whole  tenour  of  his  thoughts  upon  finding  and 
occupying  a  favourable  position  for  engaging 
the  enemy,  rather  with  the  view  of  selling  bis 
life  dearly  than  with  the  hope  of  victory. 

He  had  been  unable  to  prevent  the  Swedish 
forces  from  effecting  a  junction ;  but  in  order  to 
fall,  if  posuble,  upon  one  of  th^  detachments 
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singly,  he  bad  taken  posaeBsion  of  sn  advan- 
tageous locality  near  Ri^,  which  was  still  be- 
sieged, and  he  had  begun  to  fortify  it,  but 
during  the  progress  of  the  works,  he  (tiscovered 
tame  weak  points  and  decided  upon  selecting  a 
more  tenable  poBitioo. 

Taking  advantage  of  a  dark  night,  he  eluded 
the  ngilance  of  bb  opponent,  and  decamping  ia 
the  greatest  silence,  after  a  rapid  march  of  four 
leagues,  established  himself  near  Kiibolm, 
hoping  by  a  constancy  of  harassing  maDoeUTres 
not  only  to  draw  the  enemy  farther  from  the  sea- 
shore, where  they  might  take  refuge  on  board 
their  fleet  in  case  of  defeat,  but  also  to  fami- 
liarise haa  soldiers  with  the  Swedes ;  and  by  tiring 
the  patience  of  his  little  band  to  excite  in  theii 
minds  an  ardent  desire  of  coming  to  an  engage^ 
ment. 

Hie  fortress  of  Kiriiolm,  situated  about  four 

leagues  from  Riga  upon  ao  island  in  the  Dzwina, 

was  built  in  the  year  1 160  by  Bishop  Meyohard, 

who  with  a  German  colmiy,  was  the  first  that 

o  2 
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came  to  preach  Christiauity  in  Livoiiia.  1^ 
destroying  hand  of  time  had  already  feSeo 
heavily  upon  this  fiuned  structure.  At  the 
prennt  day  the  traveller  beholds  in  the  qx)t  bat 
a  few  scattered  rnins,  which  must  in  flieir  ton 
be  swept  away  by  the  rafud  flood  of  passing 
yean.  At  a  subsaqoent  period  a  village  of  the 
same  name,  wluch  still  exists,  was  built  upon 
the  right  bank  of  the  river,  opposite  tha  ancient 
foitresa. 

The  king  of  Sweden  still  canying  on  the  a^e 
of  Riga,  mth  the  most  determined  obstinacy,  at 
first  contented  himself  with  sending  some  strong 
detachments  to  observe  Chodkievio.  But 
havii:^  &iled  in  several  assaults  upon  the  town, 
he  called  a  council  of  war,  iii  wluch  his  generals, 
adopting  Us  own  advice,  decided  that,  to  ensure 
success,  they  must  first  annihilate  the  jnoaH 
Polish  army,  which  by  its  proximity  enooBiaged 
the  beueged,  and  was  constantly  annoying  tfae 
bea^^m.  Eager  to  overwhelm  it,  they  resbhad 
at  oigfat-fall  to  pot  ibeir  (Htgeet  into  execniioii. 
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knd  accordingly  the  Swedea  inarched  to  attack 
the  Poise,  who,  bebg  oTercome  l^  recent. 
fatigue,  and  little  expecting  such  an  act  of 
boldnen,  might  be  more  easily  diipened  and 
conquered. 

The  Swedes,  bowever  had  scarcely  feacfaed 
the  little  village  of  Blnmenthal,  when  they  were 
informed  by  a  spy  that  Chodkiericz,  suspecting 
this  manoeavie,  kept  his  forces  constantly  in  good 
order  under  arms,  and  was  already  prepared  to 
meet  their  attack. 

Thia  important  informaUon,  and  a  terrible 
storm,  accompanied  with  ranch  lightning,  and. 
torrents  of  rain,  which  would  have  preTented 
them  from  making  any  use  of  their  fire-^rms, 
caused  them  to  halt  abruptly  at  the  distance  of 
three  laagnea  from  the  enemy's  position. 

Of  the  nxteen  nations,  with  which  the  Poles 
in  the  course  of  several  centaries,  have  victo- 
rious^ contended,  the  Swedes  were  ever  the 
most  formidable.     Far  above  Uie  Moscovites  in 
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brareiy,  corporeal  straogtb  and  dexterity,  more 
impetuous  in  battle,  more  capable  of  enduring 
cold,  hunger,  and  &tigue;  long  ennobled  by 
the  influence  of  a  liberal  government,  halntuated 
from  childhood  hy  the  chase  and  other  bodily 
exercises  to  brave  and  triumph  over  dangers^ 
commanded  by  excellent  officers,  shilfiil  generals 
and  sometimes  by  valiant  kings,  they  were  sup*' 
nor  in  every  respect  not  only  to  the  pe(^>l« 
already  Qientiipied,  but  also  to  the  other  nations 
bordering  upon  Poland. 

lliey  were  never  defeated  in  jxmtending  with 
an  equal  force,  except  by  the  Poles.  Tley 
may  be  fearlessly  classed  among  tfe  best  soldien 
on  ^e  Continent,* 

No  other  wars  spread  so  great  dasolattOQ  over. 
Poland,  as  those  which  that  nation  carried  oil 
with  the  Swedes.  HeBe  cmel  and  hardy  aons 
of  the  Scandinavians  have  mote  than  once 
ravaged  Germany  and  other  nations  besides. 

■  Thej  neicr  fongbt  wllh  the  EngUfh. 
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Cbodkievicz  was  better  able  thea  any  other  to 
s|ipredate  their  valour.  Numeroua  spies  had 
acquainted  him  with  the  approach  and  progress  of 
the  enemy.  Although  he  had  resolved  to  risk 
a  genera]  engagement,  he  would  &in  have 
wuted  for  rMoforcements,  which  were  diuly 
expected,  and  if  no  addition  to  tuB  forces  arrived 
reason  dictated  to  him  not  to  engage  in  too 
unequal  a  struggle,  but  at  the  moment  when 
that  excess  of  daring,  would  become  the  last 
resource  of  his  army. 

In  this  way  of  thinking,  and  to  guard  against 
surprise,  he  hastily  threw  up  fortifications  round 
his  camp,  ordered  Avquent  reconnoissances  and 
patrollings,  and  in  short,  adopted  all  the  pre- 
cantions,  which  are  usually  taken  under  rimilar 
circumstances. 

Two  houn  after  the  close  of  the  day, 
Kraiewski  was  giving  his  soldiers  some  instruc- 
tions, in  case  of  attack,  when  an  officer  came  to 
inform  him  that  the  Chrand-Constable  deured  a 
conference  with  him. 
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Kraiiewski  repaired  to  the  toit  of  CbodluevicK, 
who  ms  lying  in  his  armour  upon  s  camp-bed. 
NeflT  him,  upoD  a  bcibII  table,  lay  his  helmet, 
aword,  and  bfiton.  A  large  map,  in  which  pina 
were  stuck  to  in<Ucate  the  different  positions  <^ 
the  troopa  of  each  party,  was  spread  out  upon 
another  table,  which  stood  in  the  nuddle  of  the 
tent,  A  lamp,  luspended  by  a  bran-chain,  was 
throwing  a  dull  flickering  light  upon  the  feataret 
of  the  hero  as  be  lay  on  his  pallet. 

As  soon  as  the  young  officer  entered  be  uoee, 
saluted  him,  and  said  to  him,  in  a  calm  and 
dignified  tone :  "  To  monow,  at  break  oXdMjy 
1  offer  battle.  Tbe  xitiorj  is  in  the  banik  ot^ 
God.  Whatever  may  happen,  the  army  wtU  60 
its  duty.  The  Swedes  may  be  expected  every 
minute  to  attack  us,  I  am  ready,  and  am  wait- 
ing their  approach ;  but  I  could  wiab  there  were 
suflGcient  time  for  the  coming  up  of  •  small 
force,  which,  Anm  the  information  that  has 
reached  me,  irill  not  &il  to  join  us.  At  present 
I  am  denrous  that  a  strong  reconatutring  par^ 
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ibonld  posh  up  to  tha  eaemj'M  lines,  tnd  pro* 
care  me  erery  posuble  mfbrma^oa  relatiTe  to 
their  position  and  desigiu,  and  abov«  all,  astODnd 
tbem  I^ite  consammate  daring.  Tlie  enterprize 
ii  a  delicate  and  dangeroiu  one  ;  it  can  succeed 
mljr  under  the  conduct  of  an  intelligent  and 
resolute  officer.  I  have  fixed  my  eyes  upon  yoa. 
You  bare  been  acquainted  with  war  from  your 
eariiest  boyhood ;  you  have  learned  both  here 
and  in  foreign  climes,  to  employ  all  kinds  of 
stratagems,  as  well  as  to  guard  agiunet  and  baffle 
them :  calm  and  unruffled  amid  the  raging  of 
the  tempest,  yon  are  the  man  whose  service  [ 
now  require.  Take  then,  under  your  command, 
one  of  the  most  determined  squadrons,  and 
tbouf^  yoa  should  have  to  penetrate  even  to 
the  very  centre  td  the  Swedish  camp,  overturn 
every  obstacle,  bear  down  all  that  oppose  you, 
and  bring  me  back  some  prisoners.  If  you  re- 
tam,  we  shall  again  have  the  satisfaction  of 
advancing  to  the  battle  together ;  if  you  fall,  at 
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tbe  head  of  my  ann^,  I  mil  araiige  your  deotfa, 
or  follow  you  into  the  world  that  lies  beyond  the 
grave." 

KraiewBki  was  retiring  when  tbe  Gnmd- 
CoDBtable  called  him  back. 

"  Another  word  with  you, — have  you_  ■ 
hmity  ? 

«  No  !" 

"  A  friend,  or  some  one  who  is  dear  to  you  T 

After  a  short  Bilence,  Kralewsld  answered 
vith  a  ugh :  "  Yes," 

"  Well  then,  communciste  to  him  your  last 
behests.  Such  is  the  advice  of  a  brother  soldier. 
As.  for  me,  I  have  made  my  will. — ^Here  are 
writing  matenals,"  then  looking  at  bis  watch,  he 
subjoined;  "be  brief,  I  can  allow  you  but  ten 
^nutes,  for  you  must  commence  your  march  at 
eleven  o'clock." 

Kraiewski  wrote  a  few  lines  and  addressed 
them  to  Vasovicz.  His  hand  Uembled  not  with 
fear  but  with  a  di&rent  emotitHi, 
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When  he  had  finished  hismisuve.    "You 
know  the  watch-word?"  sud  the  Polish  com- 


"  Ves,  it  is  '  Jetus,  Mary.'  Oh  !  I  shall  nerer 
forget  that."  CSiodkievicz  then  embraced  him 
and  gave  him  a  few  final  instractions,  thus  ter- 
minating his  discouTBe. 

"  Worthy  young  man,  Zamoyski  presented 
you  with  a  sword  for  your  brarery,  as  for  me  I 
oSer  you  a  glass  of  wine  :  let  us  drink  to  tiie 
health  of  the  '  ladye  of  your  love.'  Go  now 
whither  honour  and  your  country  call  you." 

Kralewski,  in  leaving  the  tent  was  met  by 
Casimir,  who  had  returned  from  the  fulfilment 
of  jome  mission.  The  two  young  officera  fell 
into  each  other's  arms  and  parted  with  sorrow. 

Kraiewski,  at  the  head  of  his  little  troOp,  was 
soon  beyond  the  precincts  of  the  camp.  The 
heroic  youth  followed  by  the  faithful  Mohed  anil 
his  Eavounte  dog,  pursued  his  way  in  silence, 
and  though  sadness  weighed  upon  him,  he  was 
resigned. 
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When  be  had  passed  the  last  line  of  Polish 
videttes,  his  heart  was  wrung  with  "sngnif^i  he 
seemed  to  have  entered  another  world,  bom 
which  hapjttoeSB  was  excluded  and  wlueh  hope 
never  gladdened  with  her  cheering  rays.  Jt 
seemed  to  him  that  the  chill  hand  o(  dark 
destiny  had  laid  its  iron  grasp  upon  his  soul. 
He  looked  round  behind  him  with  a  straining 
gate,  as  a  victim  dragged  to  death,  who  rivets 
his  parting  looks  upon  some  friend  from  whom 
he  has  been  torn  away.  Brief  was  the  solace, 
when  he  still  caught  a  glipise  of  a  Iithuania> 
sentinel  in  the  distance.  When  that  object  had 
first  become  a  mere  shadow  and  then  vanished 
into  nothingness,  all  association  with  the  camp 
was  at  once  broken  off.  He  seemed  to  bim- 
self  to  be  plunged  into  a  dark  fathomless  abyss. 
The  very  earth  ^pe^red  to  shrink  away  beneath 
him ;  the  very  breath  of  life  to  refuse  itself  to 
his  choking  gaqi.  Hu  visor  was  lowered,  the 
tears  stole  in  seoret  down  his  cheeks,  his  bosom 
panted  heavily  beneath  his  corslet  of  steel ;  to  all 
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ucve  to  heavea  and  himself  the  Hflos^ions  that 
OT«rpowered  him  were  bidden  and  unknown. 
'  It  was  then  that  the  form  of  bis  adorable 
Mary  presented  itself  to  bis  imagination  in  all 
the  beauty  and  attraction  of  Uving  reality ;  the 
Mund  of  that  loved  voice  broke  upon  his  ear 
aweeter  than  seraph's  song; — for  a  few  brief 
moments  he  n«dier  saw,  nor  heard  the  martial 
and  gallant  band  that  followed  him;— but  a 
dark,  dreary  cloud  suddenly  gathered  over  his 
visions  of  happiness ;  he  recalled  to  mind  the 
sinister  predictions  of  the  gipsy ;  above  all, 
these  last  words  of  her  prophetic  denunciatbns : 
"  Your  life  wiU  be  short  and  stormt/,  you  wiU 
die  perhaps  in  yow  own  country,  hut  by  a 
violent  and  terribU  death," 

It  seemed  to  him  that  the  time  was  now  at 
hand,  when  that  awAil  vaUcination  would  be 
fulfilled.  He  continued  slowly  advancing  at 
the  head  of  his  little  troop ;  all  nature,  stirless 
and  muts,  seemed  buried  in  deep  slumber ;  not 
a  star  was  visible  in  the  firmament ;  no  breath 
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of  wind  to  crisp  his  nodding  plume — the  death- 
tike  Bilence  was  disturbed  hj  nou^t,  Bave  the 
measured  tramp  of  the  hones,  which  he  heard 
with  a  secret  shudder.  En  long  the  moon 
peeped  throu^  the  pall  of  night,  and  its  pale 
light  fell  timidly  upon  the  glittering  steel  t^ 
corslets,  helmets,  bristling  laDces,  and  the  bnad 
unsheathed  sword,  which  hung  drooping  from 
the  right  hand  (rf'  the  love-stricken,  but  intrei»d 


This  sudden  gleam  of  U^t,  would,  perhaps, 
have  chased  away  the  gloomy  phantoms,  which 
the  thought  of  the  gipsy's  prediction  had  con- 
jured np  in  his  brainj  but  the  clouds  again 
thickened,  the  moon  disappeared,  the  daikness 
redoubled,  the  winds  began  to  sigh  and  moan 
with  a  sound  that  resembled  the  distant,  and 
indistinct  roaring  of  the  ocean,  which  precedes 
and  heralds  the  storm. 

A  heart  that  is  preyed  on  by  sorrow,  dnws 
gloomy  forebodings  from  almost  every  thing — 
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"  But  erir  nnd  kmo  of  grieb  labdoei), 
Tbare  eoinc*  t  tokni  Ilka  ft  leoTploa'i  ittng, 
Bearea  Men,  bot  vlth  freth  bltteraen  lmbo«d ; 
And  il^ht  vilhal  mij  be  the  thlogi  which  bring 
Bv:k  on  the  hwrt,  the  weight  wfalch  It  woDld  fling 
AM*  tar  tm ;  it  mty  be  ■  lonnd— 
A  tone  of  mutle — ■nmtaer'i  eTe,  or  ipring, 
A  ftower— the  wind — the  ocean — which  ihall  wound, 

StriUnglheeleetricahalit,  wherewith  we  iTedarklj  boand." 
BtnoK's  Cbildr  nA^oLJt—Ctattoie.SlataaS). 

This  sudden  gloom  after  a  transitory  bright- 
ness ! — was  it  not  the  type  of  Kraiewslu's 
destiny? — He  had  enjoyed -a  brief  period  of 
bliss,  a  foretaste  of  happiness — was  then  the 
lunp  of  life  about  to  be  extinguished? 

Kraiewski,  nursed  amid  dangers,  bad  braved 
death  a  hundred  times — he  would  have  blushed 
at  having  even  one  coward  thought,  but  he 
trembled  at  the  idea  of  losing  his  cUvine  Mary, 
his  affianced  bride,  his  foture  spouse.  Knowing 
the  full  extent  of  her  attachment,  he  foresaw 
that  his  own  death  woidd  not  fail  to'  hurl  into 
the  tomb  the  idol  of  his  heart,  and  this  har- 
rowing prospect  damped  the  ardour  of  his 
^ooTBge,  and  carried  tenor  into  his  soul. 
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Tbe  vta  of  the  little  band  haTing  arrired  at 
the  foot  of  a  lofty  eminence,  believing  that  tbey 
beard  the  noise  of  footsteps,  stopped  to  listen- 
Soon  the  remunder  of  the  troop  in  like  manner, 
suspends  ita  inarch.  Kraiewski  despatched  four 
honemen  as  iclairatra,  who  received  orders  to 
form  a  line  of  communication  between  the  one 
of  them  that  was  to  be  fiuthest  adTanced,  and 
the  main  body  of  the  detachment,  in  order  to 
give  timely  warning  of  danger. 

Hie  foremoet  had  not  yet  descended  tbe 
rising  ground,  when  he  heaid  in  Swedi^; 
*'  halt  there  ;— the  watch-word  V 

"  Jena,  Mary,"  replied  the  Pole  fearlesBly. 

"  Jehovah  1  to  arms  I"  rejcuned  the  Swede. 
And  immediately  after  were  heard  sevsial 
musket-shots;  tbe  martial  movement  of  men, 
and  the  clattering  of  iron  bound  hooft. 

As  soon  as  KraiewtU  heard  the  spattering 
■hots,  and  tbe  clash  of  anna,  his  burning  lore 
gave  way,  and  was  succeeded  by  hoattle  hatred, 
and  a  tlunt  for  the  feeman's  Uood.    At  this 
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moment,  one  of  the  scoots  rode  back  at  full 
gallop,  to  aDDouDce  that  the  whole  SwediA 
army  was  drawn  up  in  bottle  array  on  the  o^er 
side  of  the  eminence  and  that  there  was  yet 
time  to  retreat  without  loss  to  the  camp. 

"  That  is  not  the  order  winch  I  received ; 
retire,  who  will,  for  my  part,  I  shall  advance. — 
Lances  in  the  rest,  my  friends,"  cried  Knuewaki, 
"  and  let  us  on," 

Having  gained  the  top  of  the  eminence,  he 
perceived  that  the  enemy  was  e^cting  a 
manoeuvre  to  hem  in  his  small  host.  This 
discovery  did  not  shake  his  reaolntion.  He 
proceeded  down  the  delivity  in  good  order,  and 
eiclaiming,  *<  Jesus,  Mary,*'  fell  impetuously 
upon  the  Swedes.  Hub  chai^,  executed  with 
vigour  and  boldness,  struck  terror  into  the  ranks 
of  the  enemy,  two  lines  were  broken  and  over- 
thrown. He  Poles  dashed  upon  the  third  line 
over  the  dying  and  the  dead. 

Hie  Swedes,  amaied  by -this  rapid  and  furiooa 
attack,  imagined  that  they  were  assailed  by  an 
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advanced  guard  that  was  followed  close  by  the 
whole  army.  This  belief  filled  them  with  di»- 
may ;  they  fell  back  in  disorder,  and  the  deadly 
luice  was  borne  against  tbem  in  mnrderous 
career.  At  length  the  mistake  was  discoTered, 
they  ralliedandchai^edin their  turn,  The^ock 
was  prompt  and  terrible ;  the  sabre  mote 
formidable  in  the  m£l^  was  snatched  from  the 
scabbard ;  the  combatants  fighting  band  to 
hand,  were  mowed  down  on  both  sides.  In  the 
midst  of  the  carnage,  a  small  cluster  of  Poles 
seized  an  oSBcer  of  distinction,  and  quitting  th« 
field  of  battle,  hastened  to  conduct  to  the  camp 
the  prisoner  required  by  Chodkievicz. 

Polish  T^our  had  achieved  wondeia,  but  the 
gallant  band  was  at  length  crushed  by  the  orer- 
whelming  numbers  of  tbe  enemy.  Several 
Swedes  had  fallen  before  the  resistless  arm  of 
Kraiewski,  like  grass  before  the  wythe,  but 
when  his  sword  had  been  broken,  when  he  had 
been  thrown  bom  his  horse  and  wounded^  he 
w«s  sunoonded,  seized,  and  bound.     AU  tbet 
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other  votitided  experienced  the  same  fate. 
Mohed  perished  id  defending  his  master.  The 
dog  strangled  one  of  the  BssaUants,  In  this 
•anguinaiy  encounter,  Kraiewski  lost  the  Sowing 
tresses  of  Mary's  hair,  which  had  been  fastened 
on  his  helmet,  as  well  as  the  miniature  of  the 
Holy  Virgin,  which  he  wore  round  his  neck, 
and  which  was  to  preserve  him  from  death. 

The  Folisb  prisoners  were  forthwith  marched 
to  head  quarters. 

The  king  of  Sweden,  too  confident  from  the 
aumerical  superiority  of  his  forces,  had  just  pro- 
mised to  gire  double  pay  to  his  troops,  as  soon 
as  he  had  gained  the  victory ;  he  distributed 
prematurely  amongst  his  generals  the  sp<Mls  of 
the  PoUsh  camp,  and  being  ansious  to  ingratiate 
himself  still  more,  he  was  giving  his  principal 
officers  a  sumptuous  entertainment  in  the  village 
of  Blumenthd.  The  goblets  were  dcmng  with 
rosy  wine.  Fnusea  adroitly  bestowed  amid  gay 
earoiual  and  souniting  promise^  gave  firmness 
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to  the  waveriDg,  while  Uwy  enhaaeed  the  eonrage 
of  tlie  brare. 

The  Terellen  were  already  heated  with  wine, 
when  Kraiewski  waa  brought  amongst  them. 
Hu  martial  air,  his  heroic  mieo,  his  glittering 
armour,  liis  leopard's  ikin  hanging  cardeesly 
from  hia  robust  shoulden,  attracted  the  gaxe  of 
the  monarch  and  his  guests,  inspiring  them  with 
mingled  feelings  of  wonder  and  iuterest. 

Bold  and  undaunted,  he  advanced  to  the 
Btiddle  of  the  festiTe  hall,  wearing  his  nobte 
helmet  now  Btaioed  with  blood,  aitd  dinted  by  s 
thousand  blows. 

The  Swedish  generals,  who  had  fixed  tfaeir 
eyds  upon  him*  whispered  to  eadi  oUier  their 
admiration  of  his  gallant  bearing. 

"  If  all  the  Poles  resemUe  this  warncH-,**  said 
Mansfeld  to  the  king,  "  I  cannot  but  think  that 
we  shall  have  a  tough  a&ir  with  them  ?" 

Displeased  at  this  eooomiiiBi,  the  King  relied 
**  Put  on  the  skin  of  a  wild  beast,  and  you  will 
lo<^  equally  terrific    Beyond  a  doubt  ha  faaa 


c.y  Google 


THB  SETEHTESNTH  CXHTURY.  147 

an  imposing  appearance,  and  the  exterior  of  a 
powerful  cbampioQ,  bat  shoold  we  judge  of  a 
whole  army  by  one  man  ?' 

Eager  to  antidpate  annoTuig  questioiu,  KraT- 
swsld  OLpressed  himself  in  the  following  tenns : 
"  Oar  whole  arm^  consists  of  but  three  thousand 
four  hundred  men,  labouring  under  fatigue, 
weakened  hj  long  marches,  aad  scantily  sup- 
plied with  proTisions.  Yet  our  General  is  fully 
prepared  for  battle." 

"TVuly  T'  replied  the  SoTereign  in  a  sarcastic 
tone;  '*he  enjoyed  a  reputation  of  prudence, 
and  to-day  like  yourself,  he  would  play  the  fool- 
hardy, and  run  headlong  to  his  ruin." 

Hereupon  all  the  Swedish  generals,  who  were 
too  well  acquainted  with  the  bravery  and 
clemency  of  the  Poles,  thought  it  their  duty  to 
do  fiill  justice  to  tliem  in  these  particulars. 

They  were  again  reboked  by  the  King,  who, 
san^ble  that  it  was  not  the  moment  for  dispu- 
tation, but  rather  for  concesuon,  ordered  the 
bonds  of  Kraiewski  to  be  cut,  his  wounds  to  he 
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dressed,  and  bad  the  courtesy  to  admit  hini  to 
hb  table ;  even  tbe  dog  was  not  fo^otteo.* 

In  all  countries  and  at  all  times,  the  biavff 
are  attached  to  the  brave .  Conformity  of  habits, 
of  modes  of  life,  of  dangers,  ruses  up  friendship 
out  of  tbe  battle>field,  among  those,  who  may 
have  met,  or  who  may  yet  meet  in  the  gory 
scenes  of  mortal  strife.  The  soldier,  who  stake 
his  life  upon  the  hazard  of  the  fight,  is  for  the 
most  port  generous  and  warm  h«arted.  Being 
exposed  to  wrestle  to  often  with  death,  he  throws 
offat  erery  fitting  opportunity,  stiff  formality 
atid  worldly  coldness,  to  enjoy  more  freely  a 
few  momenta  of  uacertiua  pleasure.  Thus  all 
the  officers  of  <Ustinction,  knowing  the  deter- 
mined br&Tery  of  the  prisoner,  shewed  him  every 
politeness  and  attention.  In  the  course  of  their 
conversation'  with  him,  they  made  frequenk 
inquiries  touching  the  {>erson  of  Chodkievicz 
whose  fame  was  beginning  to  e:itend  over  all 
Europe. 

*  Hiitorlqae, 
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Kra'iewAi's  delay,  led  the  Grand  Constable  to 
nupect  both  the  fate  of  the  officer,  and  the 
enemy's  approach.  Considering  that  the  battle 
would  be  ittevitably  fonght  on  tbe  morrotr,  he 
redoubled  his  precautiona,  be  ordered  the  chap- 
liun  to  perform  IKvine  Service  in  all  tbe  regi- 
ments, be  offered  up  his  own  devoUons  vith 
fervent  piety,  appointed  several  successors  in 
cose  be  should  f^.-and  besought  Lacki,  to  whom 
be  was  much  attached,  to  cause  his  body  to  be 
buried,  if  such  a  catastrophe  should  befall  him, 
in  the  sepulchre  of  his  ancestors. 

The  morning  dawned;  the  glorious  sun  of 
Kirholm  rose  in  unclouded  mognificence,  and 
Chodkiencz  at  the  same  time  learned  that  the 
dense  battalions  of  the  Swedes  were  occupying 
the  heights.  He  immediately  pushed  forward 
to  reconnoitre. 

The  Sw^es  amountingto  the  number  of  seven- 
teen thousand  BghUng  men,  of  whom  thirteen 
thousandvereinfantry.and  four  thousand  cavalrj', 
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with  ft  Dumenms  artillery,  were  commanded  in 
chief  by  Cbarles  IX.  King  of  Sweden,  the  Uiha 
of  GustsTus  Adolpbus. 

Thii  formidable  force  of  invaders  pouring  into 
Lironia,  had  been  divided  into  three  coipa. 
The  right  under  the  command  of  Count  Mans- 
feld  and  die  Prince  of  Lunebnrg,  consisted  of 
several  regiments  of  horse ;  the  centre,  com- 
posed principally  of  the  iHte  companies  of 
infantry,  supported  by  two  wings  of  light  cavalry 
was  under  the  orders  of  Andrew  Linderson,  who 
was  the  second  in  command,  and  had  under  htm 
Generals  Stiver,  and  Reinhold  Engels, — the 
fonner  was  at  the  head  of  the  infantry,  the 
latter  of  the  cavalry. 

llie  left,  formed  of  five  deep  columns  of 
cavalry,  was  commanded  by  Henry  Brant,  who 
had  received  orders  to  pass  beyond  the  left  wing 
of  the  Poles,  to  turn  it  and  attack  them  in  the 
rear,  in  the  hottest  of  the  action.  The  foot  and 
horso  guards  were  posted  in  reserve  upon  a  hill 
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a  Btde  diatanoe  in  front  of  the  centre  of  the 
armjTr  «oA  the  aitiUery  wu  stationed  at  the 
iDterrah  between  the  columns. 

Cho^fluerics,  alter  having  dUigently  examined 
the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  made  every 
necessarj  observation,  relative  to  the  enemy's 
forces  and  position,  sheathed  in  brilliant  armour, 
and  mounted  upon  an  Arabian  charger  of  noble 
race,  and  white  as  mow,  rode  to  the  front  of  his 
troops,  and  thas  harangued  tbem :  — 

"  Soldiers  I  the  enemy  is  very  numerous,  and 
in  a  strong  position,  their  bravery  ie  known  to 
you ;  our  danger  is  great ;  retreat  is  impossible. 
Thb  day  will  give  us  the  palm  of  victory,  or 
the  palm  of  a  glorious  death ;  and,  perhaps, 
future  generations  wilt  visit  this  spot  to  contem- 
plate our  trophies,  or  revere  onr  sepulchres. 
I^et  us  then  return  thanks  to  heaven,  that  has 
granted  us  death  to  escape  dishonour,  and  the 
sw«d  to  acquire  glory  I" 

To  this  pithy  and  energetic  harangue,  pro- 
nounced in  a  noble  and  impressive  tone  by  a 
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chief,  who  commanded  respect  and  confidence, 
whose  very  name  was  coupled  witJi  triumph  and 
presaged  victory,  the  whole  army  responded 
with  simultaneous  shouts :  "  Long  live  our 
commander  I  Death  to  tiie  Swedes  I"  "Death  to 
the  Swedes  I"  cried  Chodkievicz  with  an  air 
of  enthusiasm — "  Death  to  the  Swedes !"  re- 
edioed  the  whole  army  seized  with  a  transport 
of  warlike  ardour,  and  this  mighty  outburst  of 
human  voices,  resounding  in  the  air  like  tbe- 
thunder's  crash,  was  heard  distinctly  in'  the 
ranks  of  the  enemy. 

Satisfied  with  the  spirit  that  animated  his 
troops,  he  formed  his  order  of  battle,  dividing 
his  little  army  into  tliree  hodies. 

Two  squadrons  of  heavy  cavalry,  with  three 
re^ments  of  lancers,  and  a  fourth  of  Ijtiiuanian 
Tartars  formed  the  left  wing,  the  extremity  of 
which  rested  on  the  Dzwina,  exacUy  where  this 
river,  sweeping  round,  gave  great  strength  to 
the  posttiou  of  the  wing  that  was'  commanded 
in  chief  by  Thomas  Dombrora,  having  under 
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him  Komorowgki,  Pletenberg,  Sakin,  and 
Kossakowski. 

Cbodkievicz  reserved  to  himself  the  durection 
of  the  centre,  composed  of  several  columns  of 
excellent  cavalry,  covered  in  front  by  his 
favourite  regiment,  with  Colonel  Voyna,  Starost 
of  Intar  at  its  head. 

Tlie  right  wing  was  confided  to  John  Peter 
Sapieha,  Starost  of  Usviat,  who,  in  addition  to 
the  more  numerous  cavalry  under  Nieviaroweki, 
Mlofki,  Borkowski,  and  Giedroyc,  had  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-five  foot  soldiers  under 
Rossy,  placed  in  troua  de  loupt  behind  the 
centre  and  the  right  wing  of  the  army,  and 
received  the  most  positive  orders  to  direct  his 
attention  uninterruptedly  to  the.  masses  of 
cavalry  in  the  corps  under  Brandt,  and  not  to 
allow  himself  to  be  outflanked  by  them. 

As  the  left  wing,  under  Dombrova,  was  de- 
fended in  part  by  the  bend  of  the  river,  Chod- 
kievicz^  had  to  apply  all  the  energies  of  his  great 
military  genius  to.  the  centrei  and  especially  to 
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tbe  right  wing  which  be  considered  to  be  the 
weakest  point  in  bis  portion.  It  will  presently 
be  seen  bow  necessary  it  was  for  bim  to  do  so. 
Seven  canncHia  of  small  calibre  (bis  whole 
artillery)  were  placed  in  battery  in  front  of  his 
troops. 

When  the  action  was  aboBt  to  commence,  a 
ooluma  of  caTalry,  datluDg  along  at  full  gallop, 
made  its  appearance  on  the  opposite  bank, 
plunged  into  tbe  river  iriiicb  was  broad  and 
deep  at  that  spot,  swam  across  without  sus- 
taining any  loss,  and  effected  a  junction  with 
the  Pdlisb  army.  It  was  a  reinforcement  of 
three  hundred  horse,  beaded  by  Frederick, 
Duke  of  Couriand,  in  parson. 

He  was  received  entbuuastically  both  by  the 
army  and  Cbodkievicz,  who  a&er  a  few  words 
of  welcome,  posted  this  reinforcement  as  a 
reserve  to  the  centra. 

Presently,  a  venerable  priest,  arrayed  in  his 
sacerdotal  vestments,  appeared  before  the  line 
of  battle,  and  on  his  knees  commenced  ia 


c.y  Google 


THB  SBYBMTEBSTH  CBHTUBT.      15& 

uuison  with  the  troopi  the  sacred  hymn,  Sega 
Rodzica,  which  the  Folea  were  accustomed  to 
sii^  before  the  battle  commenced. 

The  pealing  swell  of  lo  many  v<Hces,  joining 
in  the  concert  of  heavenly  pruee,  formed  a 
lublime  prelude  to  the  roar  of  battle,  and  the 
dash  of  arms. 

All  at  once  at  a  distance  oa  the  left,  an 
unknown  body  of  soldiers  was  seen  advancing 
slowly,  and  in  good  order,  with  ranks  deployed 
and  at  brief  intervals  the  loflier  notes  of  solemn 
harmohy,  though  heard  but  indistinctly,  pro- 
claimed that  they  also  were  engaging  in  ofiering 
the  homage  of  sacred  song  to  the  God  of  battles. 

Surprise  was  succeeded  by  tlie  most  lively 
joy,  and  no  doubt,  appeared  to  be  entertained 
by  the  F(des,  but  that  this  was  another  rein- 
forcement advancing  to  join  them  :  "  It  is 
Prince  Radtimll,  it  is  the  Lithuanians  I  Long 
live  Christopher  Radziwill .'  Long  live  the 
LiUiuanians  1"  resounded  on  every  side,  and 
edroed  even  to  the  foe. 
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These  pretended  IJthuaiiiaDs  were  no  other 
than  th«  camp-followeTs,  whom  Chodkievicz,  as 
a  Bkilful  tactician,  had  with  strategic  artific^ 
secretly  ordered  to  form  themsekes  in  order 
of  battle,  and  to  come  into  view  at  the  moment 
when  he  should  begin  the  ac^n.  This  strata- 
gem, executed  with  judgment  and  preciuon, 
was  intended  to  raise  the  spirits  of  the  Poles, 
and  to  depress  the  courage  of  the  enemy;  in 
these  respects,  it  was  attended  with  complete 
success. 

Tho  moment '  after  they  were  descried,  a 
slight  mist  came  over,  but  as  if  Providence  had 
deigned  to  presage  the  triumph  of  the  Polish 
arms,  it  cleared  away  in  a  few  minutes ;  the 
sun  shone  gloriously  out,  and  the  rays  reflected 
from  the  steel,  dazzled  the  eye  with  a  flood  of 
light;  a  slight  breeze  began  to  ruffle  the  waving 
plumes ;  flags  and  pennons  fluttered  gaily  in 
the  air. 

The  spectacle  of  an  army  awaiting  the  signal 
of  battle  is  grand  and  imponng.    A  mahitu- 
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dinous  best  ol  armed  warriors,  in  uniformity  of 
array,  actuated  by  the  same  feelings,  the  same, 
spirit,  the  same  noble  aspirations,  and  volun- 
tarily placing  themselves  at  the  gates  of  eternity, 
is  indeed  "a  splendid  sight  to  see,"— a  sight, 
upon  vluch  the  eye  dwelb  with  wonder,  and 
which  causes  Uie  heart  to  glow  with  enthusiasm. 
If  there  exists  a  youth,  who,  in  beholding  his 
country's  chiTftlry,— ^those  marshalled  bands, — iq 
then  insensible  to  the  quickening  impulses  of 
glory,  whose  bosom  bums  not  then  with  the 
sacred  flame  of  love  of  his  country,  who  is  not 
ready  to  make  every  sacrifice,  who  fot^ets  hu 
native  land,  his  kindred,  his  brethren,  let  him 
not  even  speak  of  civic  virtues,  but  let  the  heavy 
yoke  of  tyranny  gall  his  crouching  neck,  let  the 
manacles  of  despotism  eat  into  his  very  flesh ; — : 
unworthy  to  pronounce,  or  to  hear  the  haUowed 
name  of  liberty,  let  him  perish  in  bondage  and 
ignominy. — No — he  who  has  never  confronted 
the  ranks  of  his  oppressors,  who  has  never 
pantod  for  that  solemn  hour,  when  the  foeman'i 
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blood  shall  wash  away  his  coantry's  wrongs,  and 
all  the  e?i]s.  which  perfidy,  iDJDBtke,  and  signal 
cruelty  heap  upon  soaring  homanity,  will 
nerer  be  able  to  define  or  comprehend  that  tide 
of  difi'erent  emotioiu  which  rushes  into  the  soul 
on  the  day  of  battle. 

ChodkiencE,  whose  strength  lay  in  his 
earalry,  desirous  of  drawing  the  enemy  from 
the'  heights  into  the  plain,  had  ordered  a 
nf^ent  of  lancers  to  ride  up  to  the  Swedi^ 
lines  to  annoy  them  at  di0erent  points,  then 
to  retire,  at  first  slowly,  with  a  certi^n  compact- 
ness and  good  order,  then  to  fly  as  if  panic- 
struck,  but  to  rally  at  an  appointed  place,  and 
there  wut  for  fresh  instructions. 

This  simple  stratagem  fully  attained  its  object. 
As  soon  as  this  regiment  had  successively  a^ 
sailed  several  of  the  Swedish  columns,  by  which 
it  was  repulsed,  it  fell  bacfc  apparently  dis- 
couraged ;  being  pursued  by  a  few  troops,  it 
took  to  flight  Hie  King  of  Sweden,  beholding 
them  in  rapid  retreat  exclaimed :    "  Did  I  not 
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tell  jroa  that  the  Poles  would  never  stand  against 
us,"  and  immediately,  in  opposition  to  the 
prudent  remonstrances  of  his  Generala,  who  were 
a  little  distrustful  of  the  snare,  he  ordered  hij 
whole  army  to  march  down  the  heights  into  the 
open  pluns. 

These  masses  had  scarcely  come  within  reach 
of  Ihe  Polish  cannon,  when  at  a  signal  previously 
concerted,  the  regiment  of  pretended  fugitives 
halted,  faced  about  and  re-formed.  The  lead- ' 
ing  column  of  the  Poles,  posted  at  the  foot  of 
the  eminence  tn  serried  ranks  to  make  their 
number  appear  smaller  than  it  really  was,  de- 
ployed and  presented  a  front  equal  to  that  of 
the  enemy;  the  drums  beat  the  cha^e,  the  wild 
roar  of  battle  commenced,  and  Chodkievicz, 
anxious  to  take  advantage  of  the  first  disorder, 
began  the  attack.  The  regiment  of  Voyna  was 
the  first  that  rushed  impetuously  upon  the 
principal  bodies  of  Scandinavian  infantry,  shout- 
ing terrifically  as  they  charged :  "Jesus!  Maryl 
Death  to  the  Swedes  V 
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Although  carnage  and  death  are  wont  to  ride 
tnumpbant  on  the  lance's  pmnt,  f  et  the  enemy's 
column,  under  the  command  of  the  brave. 
General  Linderson,  maintwned  their  ground 
against  this  furious  shock.  In  a  minute  tha 
earth  was  strewed  with  dead;  shouts  of  rage,, 
the  groans  of  the  wounded  and  the  dying,  the 
^palling  thunder  of  the  cannon,  the  shattering 
Tolteys  of  musketry,  were  blended  in  all  their 
horrors ;  thick  clouds  of  dust  and  smoke  obscured 
the  combatants.  The  Swedes  with  theii. 
enormous  pikes  ripped  up  the  horses ;  the  horse- 
men fell  under  the  heavy  and  close  fire  that  was. 
poured  upon  them. 

The  Poles,  after  having  discharged  their. 
pistols,  endeavoured,  in  vain,  to  pierce  the  line ; 
their  lances  were  shivered ;  they  fought  man  to 
man,  with  the  most  determined  obstinacy,  but 
without  definite  advantage. 

In  the  midst  of  this  horrible  m£Iee,  the 
enemy's  arUIlery  being  well  directed,  superior 
besides  in  number  and  calibre,  made  terrible. 
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havoc  among  the  assiulaiitB  and  swept  down 
whole  files  of  the  Poles.  Chodkievicz  oideied 
another  charge  to  be  made  'by  the  cavalry  of 
Courland,  which  had  joined  them  in  full  fresh- 
ness and  vigour.  This  brisk  and  unexpected 
movement  disconcerted  die  column  that  re- 
mained BO  long  unbroken.  The  death  of  the 
intrepid  General  Linderson  discouraged  his 
men.  This  heroic  warrior  being  weakened  by 
lose  of  blood  and  unable  to  stand,  continued  to 
ffve  orders  on  his  knees,  and  in  this  posture 
killed  several  of  the  Poles.  At  length  he  fell 
like  a  lion,  which  in  the  agony  of  death,  still 
keeps  the  bold  hunters  at  bay.  A  desperate 
and  final  effort  on  the  part  of  the  assailants  broke 
through  thb  rampart  of  steel,  and  the  Swedes 
were  cut  to  pieces, 

Stygiel  succeeded  in  retreating  with  the 
remnant  of  Jim  body  of  inhntry  into  a  neigh- 
bouring church,  ia  which  he  barricaded  himself 
and    endeavoured   to  mainttun    his    position. 
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Several  times  sumtnoned  to  surreader,  be  replied 
with  a  heavy  fiuiiade,  and  the  exaspented  Polei, 
having  aet  fire  to  the  roof,  and  ultimately  burst 
open  the  doors,  maaacred  the  Swedes  to  the 
last  man.  Stygiel,  hoping  to  escape  death  hf 
endeavouring  to  pass  for  an  officer  of  the  Polish 
army,  was  seen  killing  bis  own  soldiers;  but 
being  recognised,  he  was  hewn  into  a  thousand 
pieces, — a  fate,  which  for  his  odious  stratagem, 
be  ricMy  deserved- 

Whilst  the  battle  was  raging  thus  liiriously  in 
tJie  Centre,  Thomas  Domhrova,  who  commanded 
the  left  wiog,  fearing  an  attack  in  flank,  and 
dedrouB  of  turning  to  his  advantage  a  violent 
irind,  which  drove  the  smoke  and  sand  towanb 
the  enemy,  advanced  at  the  head  of  hb  cavalry 
to  attack  the  squadrons  of  Count  Monsfeld. 
which  had  been  newly  reinforced,  and  ten  times 
more  numerous,  and  which  at  that  moment  were 
galloping  for  the  charge.  The  sudden  ap- 
pearance of  a  Swedish  Sag  of  truce,  suspended 
the  onsetjof  the  two  parties. 
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'*  Declare  the  object  of  your  i 
ibe  lithaanian  CSiief,  in  eq  bnperioiu  tone. 

'*  I  am  the  bearer  of  a  message  from  Count 
Manafeld  and  the  Prince  of  Luaebtug,  our 
Generals,  who  invite  you  to  cast  your  eyes  upon 
their  troops  to  convince  yourself  of  theii*  great 
numerical  superiority.  I  was,  at  the  same  time, 
i&ected  to  inform  you  that  your  attack  upon  our 
centre  has  fiuled,  and  that  consequeotly  you  have 
lost  the  battle.  You  are,  therefore,  advised  to 
lay  down  your  arms  in  order  to  avoid  unnecessary 
bloodshed,  and  to  spare,  perhaps,  the  life  of  a 
warrior  as  renowned  as  yourself." 

"  Go  and  make  known  to  your  Generals  this 
Polish  proverb :  '  A  grey  horse  loses  not  bis 
master,  a  sobleman  in  good  health  and  armed 
never  surrenders.'  " 

The  Swede  returned  :  "  Victory  or  death  I" 
cried  Dombrora,  with  a  voice  of  thunder, — then 
with  the  rushing  violence  of  a  hurricane,  he 
dashed  upon  the  foe.— As  a  torrent  from  the 
Carpathian  steeps  thawed  by  the  summer's  sun, 
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comes  sweeping  domi)  crushiog  and  OTenrkelm- 
ing  huts,  trees,  and  cUfis,— so  the  dread  sword  of 
Dombrova  opened  wide  gaps  of  slaughter,  in  the 
hostile  squadrons  around  him.  Conspicuous 
amongttthem  was  the  Prince  of  Luneburg.  Tlie 
fiery  glance  of  Dombroya  rested  upon  him,  he 
dashed  his  spurs  into  his  charger*a  sides;  the 
Prince  rushed  to  meet  the  attack.  Their 
courage  perhaps  was  equal,  but  the  strength 
and  address  of  the  Polish  warrior  were  pn>- 
<Ugious.  Several  of  the  Swedes,  fearing  for 
their  Prince,  directed  their  lances  against  his 
formidable  opponent.  Roused  and  exasperated 
by  the  danger,  with  his  whirling  sabre  he  turned 
aude  or  shivered  the  lances,  and  wiUi  a  back- 
stroke lopped  off  the  sword-band  of  the  enemy's 
General ;  and  when  the  latter,  no  less  intrepid, 
instead  of  surrendering,  was  already  grasinng 
at  his  pistol  with  his  left  band,  with  a  second 
deadly  cut  be  cleft  in  twain  his  helmet  and 
his  skull  down  to  the  very  teeth.  The  death  of 
the  Dnfortunate  Prinpe  dishearteped  his  flyovers. 
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llie  colunm  vas  broken,  pureued,  cut  to  pieces 
and  almoBt  entirely  destroyed.  Dombrdva  per- 
formed extraordinary  feats  of  Valour  and  killed, 
ffitb  his  own  hand,  eleven  6f  the  Swedes. 

While  the  conflict  was  thus  hotly  maintained 
in  the  centre  and  left  wing,  Henry  Brandt  being 
unable  amid  the  Concision  and  smoke  of  so 
tremendous  a  conflict,  to  discover  on  which  side 
victory  incUoed,  and  mindful  only  of  executing 
the  orders  wbicb  he  had  received,  concentrated 
all  his  forces,  and  pushed  towards  the  Dzwinaj 
in  order  to  attack  in  flank  and  rear  the  left  wing 
of  the  Poles  under  Sapieha.  After  a  most 
determined  charge  and  the  most  obstinate 
resistance,  the  masses  of  the  Swedes  bore  down 
the  first  line ;  but  Sa{neha  did  not  give  them 
time  to  take  advantage  of  their  success,  he 
hastened  up  with  bis  reserve,  dashed  in  bis  turn 
upon  them,  and  restored  the  battle:  The 
enemy,  more  Dumerous  at  this  point  than  the 
whole  Polish  army  might  be  able,  notwithatand- 
iuf  the  complete  route  tslsewhere,  to  snatch  the 
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victory  oat  of  the  hands  of  the  Poles, — they  re- 
douhled  their  efibrts  to  drive  in  Uie  lines 
Sapieha,  but  mthout  success ;  for  five  hours  the 
battle  was  continued  with  swords,  and  during 
this  murderous  encounter,  the  enemy's  artilleiy 
caused  terrible  destruction  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Poles.  Brandt  was  at  length  repulsed  with  loss  ; 
the  troops  under  his  command  were  twice  driven 
back  and  broken,  twice  they  rallied  and  returned 
to  the  charge.  Already  by  reiterated  attacks, 
he  began  to  menace  the  centre  of  the  Polish 
army,  Chodldevica,  whose  eagle  glance  suHered 
nothing  to  escape  his  notice,  oidered  his  seven 
small  guns  to  be  brought  up  and  to  muntun  a 
constant  cannonade  at  point  blank  distance. 
The  Swedes  fell  by  hundreds.  The  cavalry  in 
reserve  under  La^ki  was  commanded  to  advance. 
While  the  Grand-Constable  himself  was  en- 
couraging his  men  by  shouts  of  exhortation  and 
his  own  example,  lus  UEe  was  nearly  sacrificed, 
for  a  Swedish  horseman  galloped  up,  and  having 
stopped  short,  discharged  his  pistol,  and  fciDed 


c.y  Google 


TBE  SEVSHTSBNTH   CKNTDIIT.  167 

inrtetd  of  CbodkieTicz,  bis  ude-de-catnpt  CRnmir 
VaKtricz. 

Cries  of  indignatioQ  burst  fortb  on  every  side ; 
■everal  musket-sboU  were  fired  at  tbe  asgailant, 
but  without  effect.  Chodkievicz,  stung  to  inad< 
nesa,  wheeled  round  bis  cbarger,  dasbed  after 
turn  with  lightning  speed,  and  having  orertaken 
bin))  with  one  sweeping  whirl  of  bis  sabre  struck 
off  tbe  bead  of  the  daring  trooper; — tbe  goiy 
head  bounded  aJong  tbe  Band,  the  lipe  quivered 
with  a  momentary  convuluon,  the  eyes  rolled 
in  their  sockets,  while  from  every  vein  of  tbe 
headless  trunk,  tbe  blood  spouted  up  in  nume- 
rous jets,  and  fell  in  small  crimson  i«n.  The 
body  toppled  heavily  upon  the  blood-stained 
sand)  and  the  horse  flew  riderless  from  the 
scene  of  sanguinary  strife. 

Sapieha,  vigorously  pressed  by  Brandt,  refused 
lus  left  wing ;  the  enemy  aimed  at  out-fiaQkiOg 
this  wing  and  separating  it  from  the  centre, 
but  to  their  great  astonishment,  they  werA 
greeted  by  the  closq  and  well*su8tEuned  fire  of 
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oiie  half  of  Rossy's  infantry,  which  killed  nearly 
the  fourth  part  of  their  men  and  many  hones, 
while  the  other  half,  which  was  ordered  to  push 
forward  to  Sapieha's  extreme  right,  repulsed  in 
li&e  manner,  by  a  terrible  fu^lade,  a  fresh  attack 
made  by  a  fresh  column  of  Swedish  caTaliy, 
which,  ia  consequence  of  the  in&ntry  in  ques- 
Uon,  and  the  other  chasseurs  established  in  the 
trotii  de  loupt,  could  in  no  wise  attack  the  Poles 
in  the  rear. 

It  was  then  that  Sapieha,  beholding  the 
Swedes  in  great  disorder,  and  seconded  by  the 
squadrons  of  Vilamowski,  BoAowski,  and 
Gedroyc,  which  had  not  yet  taken  any  part  in 
the  engagement,'  and  were  consequently  fresh 
and  vigorous,  precipitated  himself  again  upon 
£he  enemy,  who  being  unable  to  withstand  this 
formidable  shock,  endeavoured  to.  resist,  and 
retire  at  least  without  loss,  but  these  wavering 
columns,  reeling  to  and  fro,  were  at  length 
[nerced  and  broken. 
From  this  moment  their  retreat  was  changed 
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into  a  complete  route.  The  walry  of  the 
Swedes,  in  tfa«r  headlong  ^ht>  bora  down 
their  own  inbntry.  Hie  conquering'  pursnen 
gave  no  quarter,  but  cut  down,  with  oorelenting 
6u7,  the  exhausted  or  tenor-etricken  fugitires. 

Wth  the  exceptioa  of  a  email  number  of 
wounded,  and  tho§e  who  were  Bubsequently 
sTun  by  the  peasants  in  the  woodA,  ten  thousand 
Swedes  were  left  dead  upon  the  field,  twelve 
pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  with  all  the  matiriei, 
amu  and  borage,  were  the  tn^^es  of  diis 
xnemorsble  victory,  which  was  gained  on  the 
^th  of  Augost,  in  the  year  1605. 
■  llie  Oeneral-in-Chief,  Lindenon,  the  Prince 
of  Lonebuig,  and  Colonel  Forbes,  perished  in 
:the  ac^on ;  all  the  other  officera  of  distinction 
were  lulled,  wounded,  or  taken  prisoners,  and 
tiie  anjy  was  ahnixt  annihSated.  Mans^d, 
although  wonnded,  effected  lus  escape.  Henry 
Brandt  was  token  prisoner,  and  as  a  deserter 
and  traitor  to  his  king  and  country,  was  tried, 
condemned  to  death,  and  executed.    The  king 
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of  Sweden  himself,  wounded  as  he  was,  aad 
without  his  hat,  being  closely  piinaed  by  sercral 
laocera,  with  difficulty  sared  himself;  he  had 
already  killed  two  horsee  in  hb  i^nd  fli^it,  and 
succeeded  ia  nadung  bis  deet  by  tim  heixac 
derotednesB  of  Henry.  Vrede,*  who  gave  him 
his  own  hone,  and  was  sabred  in  his  stead. 

Chodldencs,  after  haring  driren  out  the 
Swedes  from  the  whde  of  tiToaiB,'flBteTed  Riga 
in  triomph}  where  be  immediatdy  repured  to 
the  cbiudi)  .and  retanted  public  thanks  to 
Almi^ty  God  fo>  the  wiccen  oi  the  Polish 
arms.  He  then  honoured  tbe  bntve  Swedish 
Igfenerals  with  pompous  fiuieral  scdetoiulies,  and 
on  the  following  day,  despatched  Peter'S^Mehaf 
to  Warsaw,  to  infona  the  king  of  this  sutprising 
Tictory. 

When  we  have  diligently  examined  all  the 
detuls  of  this  hi^nl-contwted  and  aanguiiiary 
battle,  we  ca&jiot  bat  be  oonnnced  that  tbb 

*  Bm  ftt  the  end  of  the  lolome  oa  Wrade. 
t  Bm  U  Iba  SDd  of  the  ToUmc  on  Stpiaba. 
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armjr  of  Cfaodkiericz  manifeated  not  only  the 
most  astoniflhing  brnTeiy,  but  also  eztnordinarjr 
predsion  and  promptitude  in  their  Tarious  evo- 
lutions,  thns  powerfully  seconding  the  great 
nulitary  genina  of  their  Conunander-in-chief; 
Dor  can  it  be  denied  that  oar  fbimations  of 
eolunma  for  the  attack,  their  de|doying8,  their 
changingB  of  front,  the  metfiod  of  commencing 
the  action  with  light  troc^  which  are  now  cdiled 
flankers  aod  aharp-ahooters,  were  well  known 
and  admirably  executed  by  our  aaceitarB. 

Al&on^  obaooe  plays  a  principal  part  io  the 
afiurs  of  men,  and  above  all  in  war,  it  u  an 
incontrorertible  fiwt  that  fortune^  though,  often 
inconetaDt,  very  seldom&ib  to  side  mtb  him  who 
adpptB  the  best  means  of  cfauning  her  to  hii  ear. 

By  considering  on  the  one  hand  the  great 
numerical  advantage  of  the  enemy's  forces,  the 
diwr'pl?"^*,  the  bravery  of  the  soldiers,  and  the 
•Inlities  of  their  genwals,  and,  on  the  othn 
band,  the  small  number  of  troops  under  the 
command  of  the  Qraod  Constable  of  litbiiania, 


c.y  Google 


17S  TBB  POLES.  IN 

the  skil^  marshalling  of  his  line,  bU  finnoesi^ 
faia  personal  valour,  and  that  of  his  army,  tlw 
battle  of  Kirholm  may  be  justly  denominated  <Hie 
of  the  most  famous  and  moat  ^illiant  victories 
in  Polish  history.  • 

The  military;  renown  of  C3iodkievics*  was  now 
oelebiated  throughout  Europe,  and  even  in  part 
of  Asia.  Not  only  the  King  of  Poland,  but  the 
En^ror  RodcJph,  Jamea  I.  King  of  f^g^ndi 
F(^:BKulV.,the  Sultan  of  Tu^,  Schahr 
Abbas,  King  of  Penda,  and  many  other  monardis 
and  princ^,  sent  valuable  preaents  and  letters 
of  congratulation  to  this  renowned  Captaiob 
The  whole  Fidisli  nation  burned  to  behold  their 
elueftun,  his  praiaea  were  the  theme  of  every 
tongtie.  At  Wilna,  he  was  invited  to  the  nott 
■nmptuous  feasts  given  in  his  honour;  he  bad 
deserved  and  he  obtsoned  hiscountry'sgtatituda 
and  admiration.  This  batd»  was  acnlptnrad 
In  beKrelief,  by  the  cdebrated    Shum,    and 

*  8«e  M  th«  end  of  Um  toluiM  m,  tSmtkiaria, 
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MvCral  pUBtiDgi  repraeeadng  it  are  BtiU  to  be' 
seen  at  Rome  and  Id  Flanden. 
.  TluiB.at  Kifbdm,  ChodkieTicz  with  three- 
thousand  seren  hundred  men  coequered,  and' 
almost  annihilated  an  army  of  seTenteeo  thou-  - 
Sjoad  Swedes. 

Stanislaus  Z^iewski  at  Klucyn,  with  eight 
thousand  Poles  Tanquished  and  di^rsed  fifty-^ 
eight  thousand  Russiaos. 

Sapieha,  already  mentioned,  vith  five  thoustmd 
men,  DTerthrew  at  ZavisKyu  more  than  fifty 
^unisand  Moscovites. 

Frederick  the  Qreat  with  a  small  army  per- 
formed eztraordinaiy  feats  in  the  war  of  seven 
years. 

In  our  own  times,  the  celebrated  Duke  of 
WeUington*  mth  above  three  thousand  men, 
repulsed  and  completely  defeated,    at  Assaie, 

*  It  ii  to  b«  obttrted  Uiat  tbe  Dalw  of  Wdliagton  fongbt 
Hvantf  battlM,  gmlDcd  mcnt;  tlctorlH ;  during  flf^  jt*it 

ofbli  political  carNT  b«  not  only  nerer  committed  aii;  crime, 
bulMvar  abwid  Ma  power;  and  tbe  gnatnt  Captalnofbl*' 

•gt,  It  abo  Hia  moat  homat  man  of  bia  age— long  may  ha 

H»a! 
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Rybinaki's  corps  into  Frusda,  and  nibeeqaentlf 
that  of  R6zycki  ioto  Aaatria.  "Das  serioiu 
event  broke  down  the  spirits  of  the  troops  and 
the  nation,  and  at  length  inflicted  a  heavj  blow 
upoQ  the  Polish  cause.  Whoever  was  truly  the 
cause  of  that  catastrophe  let  the  curse  of  heaves 
follow  bim,  and  let  the  pangs  of  his  guilty  con- 
science be  equal  to  the  evil  whidi  he  inflicted  on 
unfortunate  Poland. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


O  Qod,  win  tbM»  ikt  torel^  llmtM  that . , 


Huk,  th«  bjma  \t  ilnglpg, 
lb*  toag  for  the  dMd  belotr ; 
For  t  dcputsd  being'*  wnl, 
The  dHtli-bjnui  pedi,  and  the  hollow-belli  knoll. 

Booiu.   ' 


But  let  us  return  to  our  heroine.  When 
the  bright  dsy-bean  again  dawned  on  those 
half-opened  lovely  eyev  and  her  consciouanesB 
returned,  the  torrent  of  her  suffering  had  been 
arrested  in  its  coarse  but  to  gather  strength 
from  the  delay ;  the  suspeiuion  of  her  sensations 
bad  been  like  the  lull  of  the  storm-vind,  ere 
it  bursts  upon  the'  disabled  bark  with  wildet^ 
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wraUi,  or  as  the  truce,  which  for  •  few  biief 
momento,  stills  th«  fierce  roer  of  the  battl&< 
thunder  and  the  fiercer  rage  of  mau.  MeUo- 
cboly  had  gathered  its  dark  pall  arouad  her; 
the  Tulturea  of  regret  were  tearing  her  boaom. 
Her  nights  were  deepleia.  Sometimes  a  flood 
of  tears  ponred  down  faer  cheeks,  sometimes 
she  kneeled  before  a  cnicifiz,  and  prayed  with 
a  fervour  that  would  have  mored  a  heart  of 
itoite  to  commiseiate  her. 

Her  eyes  were  ftequeatly  fijad  for  hours 
together  upon  the  road,  by  which  she  expected 
that  iatelligence  from  her  beloved  would  arrive ; 
one  day,  while  thus  absorbed,  she  caught  a 
faint  glimpse  of  a  horseman  tiding  at  full  speed 
— he  neared — ^he  crossed  the  draw-bridge— he 
stopped  with  a  paper  packet  in  his  hand — she 
flew  towards  him — amongst  the  letters  whidi 
be  brought)  there  was  one  addiBBsed  to  her — 
■he  seized  it  with  an  eager  hand — it  was  the 
writing  of  Kraiewski ;  shudd^ng,  she  brake 
the  sea),  and  read  as  follows : — 
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"  To-nuMTow  we  gire  battle ;  but  I  ihall  not 
"  be  able  to  shue  in  the  dangers  and  glory  of 
"  our  mrrion,  for  I  bavei  thia  moment,  received 
**  orden  to  bead  a  reconiKHtriiig  party,  I  am 
"in  good  health,  and  bum  with  a  deure  of 
f*  aeni^  7011,  of  pieaiing  you  in  my  anna,  and 
"  of  ezpreenng'  to  you  all  that  I  feel  for  you. 
"Take.eaia  of  your  valuable  beal^,  and  do 
"  Dot  distresa  youraelf :  oh  I  that  I  could  with 
"  the  speed  ot  the  dove  come  to  ^adden  tbee, 
"[dunged  as  thou  art  into  tadnew  and  deso- 
*■  lation.  O,  my  aoul !  my  angel  I  my  divini^ 
"  OB  earth  I  whatever  &te  Providence  may 
"  assign  me,  remember,  thou  load-itar  of  my 
"heart,  tlut  thou  art  always  present  to  my 
"tboo^ts,  and  that  when  I  am  expiring,  my 
"  last  word  will  be  thy  name. 

"  Stanulaub." 

Mary  perused  these  fond  expresuons  over 
and  over  again ;  she  pressed  the  letter  to  her 
lips  and  kissed  it  ardently.  There  was,  also, 
another  misnve  firom  Caumir,  which  he  had 
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endently  writtan  under  the  influence  of  gloomy 
forebodings ;  it  was  almost  a  solemn  farewell. 

The  letter  addressed  to  her  uncle  was  very 
long.  The  Colonel  now  leaned  that  Kiaifewaki 
had  read  the  paper,  iriiieh  his  mother  bad 
enjoined  him'  not  to  read  till  after  his  betrotlial, 
and  that  the  beautiful  female,  vho  had  in  the 
Ukraine  been  formeriy  rescued  by  VasoricE 
from  the  Tartars,  was  the  young  officer's 
mother.  Family  reasons  had  rendered  thar 
separation  imperatiTe,  and  gtren  rise  to  a  bjse 
report  of  her  death.  The  old  Colonel  appeared 
greatly  raored — ^he  was  attached  to  Kiaiewtki 
by  another  tie. 

The  messenger  was  loaded  with  present^ 
and  having  been  questioned  upon  a  tbousand 
particulan  that  interested  the  Taiimu  in- 
quiries throughout  the  castle,  returned  with  Uie 
toswers  to  the  letters  of  which  he  had  beeo  the 
bearer. 

A  few  hours  aftef  hb  departure,  Much*, 
ihe  attendant  of  Canmir,  arrived  with  fredi 
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despatches,  in  which  the  yonng  VaMmcjE  sent 
word  to  his  &thei  and  Mary,  that  a  soldier  who 
bad  escaped  from  the  hands  of  the  Swedes,  had 
given  infonnation  that  Krai'ewski,  after  « 
tanguinaiy  conflict,  bad  been  taken  prisoner, 
and  consequently^  would  not  be  eipoaed  to  the. 
dangeis  of  the  battle  that  was  to  take  place  on 
Hie  morrow.  A  Swede,  who  had  been  captured 
in  a  reconnoissance  had  confirmed  these  tidings. 
.  Thb  aanouncement  was  a  slight  lenitive  to 
the  heart-scathing  disquietude  of  Mary.  Her 
poigpiint  anguish '  was  succeeded  by  calm 
plelaDcboly,  ye(  the  lily  hue  of  her  cheeks  did 
not  give  place  to  the  bloom  of  the  rose,  and  she 
could  not  feed  her  imagination  with  the  happy 
illusioD  of  beholding  her  lover  agun. 

Yet  the  news  of  the  celebrated  victory  of 
Kirholm  filled  every  Polish  heart  with  jgy, 
borne  on  the  ra^nd  wings  of  &me  into  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  and  prindpally  into  Same* 
gitia  which  was  not  very  far  from  Livonia.  But 
.^urs, — days  pasaed  away,  and  no  exivess  (roa^ 
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Cwnur  or  KraJfewski  came.  Tina  inexi^icabls 
nlence  began  to  occasirai  tbe  deepest  slann. 

As  tbe  IMncen  bad  on  oppwtnnity  of 
knowing  ftom  tbe  most  authentic  sourcoB  aQ  tfa« 
details  of  tbia  great  day,  the  C^non  prqpmed  to 
■et  oat  immediately  for  the  piirpoee  of  learning 
from  her  die  necessary  particulars. 

Tlie  StBTOSt,  importuned  by  Mary,  and 
<fiiturbed  at  the  same  time  by  the  most  pwnM 
anxiety,  resolved  to  repur  irith  Idk  niece  to  the 
head-quarters  of  the  army,  in  order  to  hear  tbe 
truth  from  the  Commander-in-chief  himself. 

It  was  derided  that  they  should  commence 
thw  jonmey  immediately.  Tlie  carriages  were 
in  readiness  at  the  door — wheu  Snaraka  rushed 
into  Mary's  room,  and  threw  herself,  pale 
and  trembling,  at  her  feet.  Nor  could  Mary, 
with  all  ber  efibrts,  release  herself  from  her 
embrace. 

"  My  dear  mistress,"  cried  she,  '^uigel  from 
rixire  I  I  implore  you,  do  not  yet  leave  tbe 
castle.     I  am  your  servant,  and  your  unde'a. 
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I  have  been  yotir  mother's;  aliB  grew  up  on 
my  kneea — my  kiaMS  lulled  her  to  npoM — my 
kines  awaked  her.  I  wu  bran  in  the  fiuhily, 
and  fain  would  I  die  for  it.  Aa  long  aa  you 
are  here,  do  barm  can  happen  to  yon,  no  8{iiiH 
of  evil  exerciae  a  &tal  influenoe  over  you. 
You  are  in  lonrew,  my  dear,  dear  mistresBl 
Tc^ther  with  Jenny,  I  will  watcb  over  yoa 
nig^t  and  day.  I  will  ^Are  neither  puns  nor 
earei :  I  «rUl  pray  iar  you.  I  will  ung  hymna 
to  soothe  and  branquiUite  you.  Oh,  gu  not 
away  I  in  the  name  of  heaven  I  stay,  stay,  my 
dear  nuatreBa,.BTld  all  will  be  well-" 

Mary  fell  into  Snareka's  arau,  and  both  shed 
tear*  o£  Utter  angiush. 

Mary  was  now  informed  that  her  unde  was 
waiting  for  her,  he  had  counselled  her  to  remun 
while  he  himself  went  to  make  every  possible 
search  and  inquiry;  but  seeing  that  she  was 
bnmoveable,  uid  that  a  compliance  with  his 
su^[ettionB  might  be  attended  with  consequences 
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fitfal  to  her  health,  be  bad  decidad  that  die 
dioald  acconpany  him. 

As  Maiy  was  about  to  step  into  the  arriage, 
die  ms  affectionately  greeted  by  the  domeetie* 
of  the  hoQsehdd,  who  had  anemUed  to  Ind 
ber  at^ea,  for  tfanr  bir  nustreas  tmiled  to  her 
penmal  cbamn  erery  Tutne  than  mo  adorn  a 


In  the  whole  vicbity  of  Ravdao,  ber-  kiiMl- 
oeiB,  her  good  nature,  and  gentleoeas,  her  active 
and  retuing  beneficence  were  applauded  and 
admired ;  «he  was  adcx«d  by  aD  that  knew  bar, 
and  all  heaped  blesnngs  on  ber  name ;  bcr 
nncle  regarded  her  as  an  angel  sent  htaa  heaven 
to  grace  his  dwelling,  and  shed  the  dew  of  h^K 
ptness  upon  his  declining  yean. 

Mary,  hanng  agun  embraced  Snaidm,  and 
thanked  the  domestics  for  thnr  kind  feelingii 
towards  her,  commenced  ber  journey  with  btf 
tmde  and  Jenny.  Muc^  rode  be£nre  the 
eaitiage. 
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■  As  she  went  along  the  banks  of  the  Niemen, 
she  gazed  in  silence  upon  the  gothic  towers  of 
Rardaa,  till  they  were  lost  to  her  view.' 

On  the  third  day  of  tlie  journey,  about  mid- 
day, die  fog,  which  endirouded  the  landscape 
annind,  was  penetrated  and  dispersed  by  the 
sun,  which  now  abone  majestically  forth  upon 
the  bright  blue  cloudless  sky. 

As  they  approached  the  scene  of  Cbodldencz's 
glory,  they  perceived,  on  the  left,  the  gilded 
spires  of  Ae  old  cathedral  of  Riga,  shining  like 
bumped  gold,  as  the  sun-beams  fell  upon  them ; 
and  on  the  right  they  beheld  the  durch,  the 
doister,  the  fortress  of  Kirholm  built  upon  a 
rising  ground,  which  seen  at  a  distance  did  not 
appear  to  be  surrounded  by  the  river.  In  a  few 
■econds  after,  Itmg  and  dark  walls,  aitd  forests, 
of  masts  came  distinctly  into  view.  Soon  the 
majestic  Dzwina,  true  mother  of  Lithuanian 
rirers,  alternately  unfolded  and  concealed  among 
high  undulating  suid-hills}  the  broad  sheet  of  ita 
vaters  as  they  swept  down  to  mingle  with  thfl 
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proud  snd  hoary-crested  billom  of  the 
Baldc. 

At  this  motneiit  they  had  jult  met  aom* 
Swedi^  priaonen,  who,  hanng  recovered  sat- 
fidenUy  to  leave  the  hoq>itaIa,  were  on  their 
way,  under  an  eicort,  Co  the  interior  (tf  Poland. 

Vasorics  and  hit  nieoe  alighted  and  addrened 
the  most  anzioua  inqoiries  to  the  wh<^  P^rty 
upon  the  object  of  their  search.  A  cotnmon 
■oldi^,  having  bear^  the  deseription  of  K»u- 
ewski'B  person,  informed  the  Colonel  that  on 
Ae  day  before  the  battle  be  had  seen,  at  the 
head-quarters  with  his  own  eyes,  a  Captun  of 
diat  name,  who  bad  been  taken  priscmer. 

"  The  King,"  said  he,  <'  gave  him  a  kind 
reception,opderedhiB  wounds  to  be  dressed,  and 
admitted  him  to  his  table, — and  the  prindpal 
officers  shewed  tiim  every  posnble  politenen. 
On  the  day  of  the  battle,"  continued  the  man, 
*■  the  Polish  prisoners  were  conducted,  at  a 
very  Arly  hour,  behind  the  litUe  village'  f^ 
Kumenthd,  nearer  to  the  sea ;  with  Aem  was 
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Nof^iiiaed  the  oSosr  aUuded  to,  who  eon- 
■eqaeDtl;  mtut  be  aafe  and  sOtmd  either  in  die 
aeig^bouriraod  or  in  Bome  fort  in  Sweden." 

He  had  no  tooner  concluded  his  infonnotion 
than  Mary,  in  the  distraction  of  her  joy,  heeding 
nutbsr  the  prewnce  of  so  many  pereons,  nor  the 
decomm  of  her  aex,  sprung  towards  the  soldier, 
and  seiziDg  his  hand  kined  it  repeatedly  as  a 
tdcen  of  gratitude  for  the  happy  intelligmce  he 
had  communicated.  She  then  burst  into  tears. 
So  sudden  had  been  this  ingenuous  but  ezt 
tiavagant  expresdon  of  her  emotion^  that  tlie 
Swede,  withdrawing  his  hand  seemed  to  doubt 
the  reality  of  the  angelic  being  that  had  so  saluted 
him,  and  ho  stood  in  a  stupor  of  amaaement 
andadn^ratioD.  Vasories^ni^ed  his  shoulders, 
and  being  now  b  little  re-assured,  promised  a 
Urge  pecuniary  reward  and  a  horse,  whidi 
Mucha  conadered  the  most  beautiful  -of  his 
master's  stud,  to  any  one,  who  should  first  give 
him  positiro  information,  reUrtiTe  to  Cacimit 
and  KraJiewskL    Mary  and  her  uncle  resumed 
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their  [daces  in  thor  carruges,  which  after  a  few 
minutea  stopped  at  a  fi^ermao's  bat,  and  iraa 
soon  ferried  acrois  the  river.  WHle  the  migt^ 
flood  was  sullenly  sweeping  by  the  «des  of  the 
sluggish  baric,  numerous  flocks  of  sea-lnrds  with 
their  grey  wings  and  white  breasts  rose  from  ibe 
dadc  desert  of  waters,  sending  fotih  their  pro* 
longed  and  plaintire  screams.  Further  down 
the  river,  in  the  loft;  regions  of  the  air,  dark 
tepons  of  cairion-crowB,  mth  a  few  hawks  and 
Toltiites  interspersed,  were  wheeling  over  a  few 
solitary  pines  between  a  precipice  and  the  sea, 
which  displayed  its  bright  sun-lit  waves  in  the 


The  anxious  timveUen  had  no  seoner  reached 
the  river's,  bank,  than  they  resolved,  in  the 
first  place,  to  repair  to  -the  village  of  Bin- 
menthal,  and  thence  to  the  qmt  where  the  rem* 
nont  of  the  defeated  Swedes  had  re-embaiked. 
The  ground,  over  which  they  passed,  w«$ 
strewed  with  gore-encruited  helmets,  shivwed 
Jaoces,  broken  muskets,  cannoa-ball^  and  th« 
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dead  bodies  of  men  and  hones,  hfllCdeTonred  by 
birds  and  beati  of  pny,  with  watteted  and 
toangled  limbe,— loethao^e  to  behold. 

Unable  to  gun  Batiafactory  tidings  at  th« 
village,  they  proceeded  straight  to  the  shores  of 
the  Baltic.  Whilst  their  vehicle  was  slowly  pro^ 
-grssaing  over  the  uneTen  track,  the  gorgeous 
dial  of  eternity  was  ahoat  to  unk  into  an  oceafi 
of  flame,  that  was  reflecting  a  blood-red  glare 
upcni  the  walla  and  towen  of  the  beautifal; 
liToly,  and  B^Jendid  capital  of  Livonia,  which  was 
viewing  itself  langiushingly  in  the  golden  mirror 
of  its  gulf. 

A  long  rumbling  sound,  like  the  distant  rolling 
of  a  muffled  drum  now  reached  tlie  ear,  and  in 
the  opposite  direction,  at  broken  intervals,  as  it 
were,  the  piteous  howling  of  a  dog. 

Tbe  birds  of  prey  still  continoed  to  hover  over 
the  tame  knot  of  [Hnes,  struggling  against  the 
risiag  blast,  now  soaring  to  a  prodigious  eleva- 
tion, now  Btoopng  rajndly  to  the  very  sininiuts 
flfihe-trMtjaad-agaiiidarthig  aloft,  -as  IT  tfieir 
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keen  e^et,  or  a  secret  instinct  warned  than  that 
the  time  was  at  hand,  when  ibej  might  goige 
themselves  with  a  banquet  which  the;  dared  not 
yet  ai^iroach. 

All  now  lighted  fnnn  the  carriage,  near  tihe 
rock  on  the  road  to  Riga.  Maiy,  drawn  as  it 
were  by  a  spell  to  this  deacdate  spot,  rushed  fu 
away  from  her  companions  to  penetrate  this 
mystery.  As  she  drew  near,  her  mind  reruted 
painfoHy  to  her  dream,  in  which  she  hadbabdd 
the  darkening  gronpe  of  ravens.  The  iriiola 
current  of  her  blood  rushed  back  upon  her  heart 
Yet  she  advanced  and  was  about  to  make  her 
way  through  some  bushes,  when  a  wild  animal 
9ame  bounding  towards  bar  widi  eyes  flnfaii^ 
fire.  But  it  had  no  sooner  nadied  her  than 
yelling  and  frisking  with  joy  it  placed  its  paws 
upon  her  neck  and  licked  her  face;  then  ashamed, 
as  it  were,  of  these  demonstmlions  of  gladness^ 
the  creature  trembled  in  ev«y  Kmb  and  uttered 
a  low  inteous  moan. 

«*Medorl    Medort   my  dew  MednT  ev 
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dumed  Mary,  w1k>  had  just  ncogniBed  the  dog. 
The  &ithfid  animal  lotted  up  at  her,  then 
gently  seiziiig  her  gown  with  Ub  teeth,  pulled 
her  along— he  stopped,  be  again  repeated  his 
melandioly  erj,  and  walked  on. 

Marj'  followed  him, — she  gained  the  summit 
of  a  cliff  that  looked  down  upon  and  defied  the 
billows  at  its  foot.  She  gazed  around  with 
■training  eyes,  and  between  two  solitaiy  pinea 
that  grew  at  the  foot  of  the  steep,  she  beheld  a 
human  corpse  transfixed  with  a  biltlesa  sword, — 
■be  descended  with  headlong  speed  and  before 
ber  Uy  the  dead  body  of  KraiewskL  Doubt  for 
a  moment  perplexes  her.  She  is  stupified  with 
horror.— It  is, — it  is  the  body  of  her  lover  I 

His  face  presented  a  revolting  q>ectade  (tf 
tudeooB  gbaatUnesB.  It '  was  of  a  Eockening 
greenish  hue,  interspersed  with  lurid  spots.  A 
portion  of  his  dark-flowing  locks  bad  fallen  off 
the  sealpt  the  remunder  was  hanging  by  a  feeble 
tenure.  The  sockets  of  those  eyes,  opes  so 
tendw.  ao  animated,  so  noble,  were  now  raylesa 
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andhoHow.  lie  death-birds  had  banqueted  on' 
dune  sightleSB  orbs.  From  that  mooth,  which 
btid  so  recently  imprinted  r&ptarous  Idsses,  tb» 
whole  of  the  upper  lip  had  been  torn  awajr, 
leaving  the  teeth  of  dazeling  whiteneaa  to  con- 
tiaM  with  the  livid  ahreds  araund  them.  Hie 
uneightly  mass  of  corruption  piesented  indubit-- 
able  traces  of  the  ravages  committed  by  the 
talona  and  beaks  of  the  binds  of  pieyt  giving 
tacit  evidence  that  the  dog  had  scented  out  his 
Piaster  some '  time  after  be  had  perilled. 
Myriads  of  tangled  worms  in  ceas^ess  wridungs 
were  revelling-  on  the  noisome  remusnt  of 
mortality. ' 

'  •  ■         ♦  •  *  » 

One  of  his  anos,  now  stripped  of  its  once  sentient 
eovering,  and  terminated  by  the  bony  wreck* 
of  his  hand,  lay  stretched  upon  the  gromu^  the: 
other  rested  upon  his  bosom,  and  on  one  of  Ins 
fingers^  witb  thmr  elongated  null  that  hfedF 
grown  after  death,  the  nuptial  ring  was  yetf 
remainiDg.  '    ' 
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Close  to  the  body  was  the  carcase  of  a  wolf, 
and  its  throat  appeared  to  hare  been  torn  by  the 
(anga  of  the  dog, — ^that  faithful  dog  now  reduced 
to  the  last  degree  of  extenuation  by  want  of 
food. 

As  Mary  stood  over  the  corpse  of  her  well- 
beloved,  reeking  with  putrefaction  and  in  the 
most  heart-sickening  stage  of  its  progress  from 
dissolution  to  dust,  her  anguish  vented  itself 
nether  in  words  nor  in  gestures,  nor  in  tears. 
Her  eyes  were  fixed,  glazed,  passionless, — and 
that  still,  speechless,  marble  torpor  bespoke  a 
deeper  agony  than  the  wildest  paroxysms  could 
hare  betrayed, — but  for  a  momentary  tremor 
and  convulsion  of  the  muscles,  it  might  have 
seemed  that  the  chilUng  ice-wind  of  despair  hod 
swept  over  that  fair  form  and  frozen  it  into  the 
semblance  of  a  statue. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Staroat,  Jenny,  and 
Mucha,  who  were  closely  following  her,  arrested 
their  footsteps  on  beholding  her  in  this  attitude, 

VOt.  Ill  K 
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and  fearful  tbat  the^  unght  Btartle  the  Bpirit 
from  its  eiurthly  teDement,  they  <lared  not 
move  from  .the  plaee  whence  tbey  bad  first 
seen  her.  A  death-like  silence  letgned.  The 
dog  at  interrals  licked  the  face  of  the  fallen 
warrior,  then  lodied  up  at  Matj,  and  obt^ning 
neither  caress  nor  reply,  raised  a  lamentable 
howl. 

Bat  a  few  moioenta  bad  elapsed,  ere  the  hollow 
rolling  of  a  drum,  imi^ed  mth  the  distant- 
pealing  of  a  fdneral  knell,  became  more  and 
more  distinct.  Presently,  the  red,  sickly  light 
of  torches  penrtrated  the  gkwm  ;  priests  in 
sable  garb  were  dimly  seen,  labouring  with  slow 
step  through  the  loose,  yielding  sand,  behind  a 
hearse  beariqg  a  coffin.  The  sad  and  melan- 
choly notes  of  Um  .Z>e  prafuitdis,  odddd  to  th; 
scdemtuty  of  the  scene. 

Tba  procession  eatwed  the  cemetery  of  the 
village  of  Blumeotbal.  A  strange  undefloable 
sensadon  cr^  over  the  fitame  of  Vfuovies,  who 
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seat  Ute  Cosaadi  to  a^  the  name  of  the  de- 
oeased,— he  returned,  and  made  known  to  the 
unhappy  &ther,  that  by  the  order  of  Chodbie- 
nc2,  the  bodj  of  Casimir  had  been  brought  for 
interment. 

On  hearing  this,  Jenny  sent  forth  a  piercing 
shriek,  and  sunk  into  a  state  of  inseniibility. 

We  will  throw  a  veil  over  tin  sufferings  of 
the  father.  The  terrible  annouQcement  did  not 
produce  the  slightest  effect  upon  Mary,  who  still 
remained  motionless,  except  that  she  raised  her 
right  hand,  and  continued  pointing  to  the  body 
of  Kraiewski.  Soon,  however,  she  began  to 
tremble  violently,  and  rusing  a  scream  of  horror, 
she  Uirew  herself  upon  the  corpse,  shedding 
floods  of  tears,  and  embracing  the  tainted  clay, 
with  so  much  violence,  that  no  human  power 
would  have  been  able  to  tear  her  horn  it  She 
then  relaxed  her  clasping  arms,  addressed  it 
by  the  tenderest  names,  witli  an  accent  so 
affecting,  so  deplorable,  that  the  beaven  itseU^ 
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unable  to  change  the  decrees  of  nature,  seemed 
touched  hy  her  grief,  and  shed  tears  of  pity, 
which  fell  in  drops  of  dew  upon  the  rock,  ^le 
then  felt  on  her  knees,  and  directing  her  gaze 
to  the  blue  firmament,  pronounced  these  words : 
"  O  blessed  Virgin  Mary,  my  patron  saint, 
I  have  erer  culled  the  choicest  flowers  to  adorn 
thy  itolj  image ;  I  have  ever  invoked  thee  with 
fervent  prayer ;  thou  art  the  mother  of  Jesus, 
give  back  life  to  Stanislaus." 

But  it  was  the  voice  in  tlie  desert. 

"  O  all  ye  holy  angels  and  archangels,  ye  host 
of  heaven  !  intercede  for  me,  and  give  back  life 
to  Stanislaus," 

But  it  was  still  the  voice  in  tbe  desert 

"  O  eteroal  God,  powerful  creator  of  all 
things,— thou,  whom  no  mind  can  comprehend, 
no  tongue  define ;  thou,  who  nilest  so  many 
worlds;  thou,  who  by  thy  will  alone,  canst 
confound,  destroy,  and  create  them  again ! 
have  pity  upon  a  poor  orj^n  !    Thou,   who 
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canst  do  all  things,  giye  back  life  to  Sta- 
oialaus  T 

But  it  was  still  the  voice  in  the  desert. 

Mary  then  stood  up.  "  O  man  V  said  she 
with  bitterness,  •"thou  art  but  a  fleeting  dream, 
thou  existeet  only  for  regret  and  sorrow,  and 
thou  art  mere  nothingness,  except  by  the  sinister 
doubt  of  thy  soul,  and  the  frightful,  poignant 
melancholy  of  thy  Utoughts." 

She  then  added: — 

"  Forth  from  thy  cavern,  daric  vengeance, 
shew  thyself,  lend  me  thy  poisons  and  thy  arrows ! 
close  my  heart  against  pity,  that  I  may  enwrap 
the  stars  and  the  heaven,  the  hind  and  the  sea, 
in  one  vast  winding  sheet,  and  plunge  them 
together,  with  myself,  into  the  abyss  of  torture, 
into  the  lowest  depths  of  eternal  hell !  Yes,  a 
time  will  come,  when  this  world  shall  no  longer 
•coff  at  my  woes,  and  when  it  will  wander  out 
of  its  orbit  in  infinite  space.  Powers  of  dark- 
ness I  blessed  be  ye  !  I  now  invoke  your  protec- 
tion ;  I  obey  your  orders." 
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In  her  frenzy,  the  gave  utterance  to  the 
direst  imprecations,  but  the  wind  that  had  sud- 
denly began  to  rage,  swept  them  away  unheard, 
amid  the  roar  of  tiie  waves. 

On  a  sudden  she  became  catm ;  her  features 
assumed  their  usual  complacency, — an  angelic 
smile  reposed  on  her  lips. — Sfae  began  to  dance, 
and  to  sing  Podolian  airs*  round  the  body  of 
Kraiewski ;  she  pursued  her  mazy  round,  dancing 
and  unging  still ;— then,  with  tiie  rushing  speed 
of  the  stonn-blast,  she  darted  to  the  ve^  of 
the  precipice,  and  sprang  into  the  wares.  Medor 
followed  to  rescue  her ; — he  swam  and  supported 
her  above  the  billows ;— the  renstless  tide  hurried 
him  from  the  shore  to  the  open  sea ; — both  were 
engulphed  in  the  mi^^  waters. 

There  was  no  boat  near ;  the  eliffi  wer*  high 
and  precipitate ;— to  sare  her  was  impossible. 
She  shewed  herself  once,  and  sunk  to  rise  no 
more. 

At  this  moment,  sereral  carriages  were  seen 

■  8n  at  the  cmd  of  ilie  chapter  on  Poddim. 
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advBDcia^ with  the  utmost  speed;  they  stopped 
near  the  rock^  llie  Canon  and  the  Princess 
ascended  the  steep  with  braatiiless  haste : 
"  Where  is  Mary  ?"  exclaimed  the  tatter,  in  a 
tone  that  seemed  to  snap  her  very  heartrstrings 
with  anguish. 

Vasovicz  was  leaning  against  a  tree, — the 
Canon  addressed  him,  but  received  no  reply, — 
he  touched  him  with  his  hand, — he  was  silent 
still; — he  shook  him  with  violence:  Vasovicz 
fell  lifeless  upon  the  rock. 

The  wind  was  hushed;  the  surges  drooped 
their  foamy  crests,  and  trembled  ; — the  earth 
shook,  and  an  unknown  voice,  solemn  and  ter- 
rible as  the  trumpet  of  the  last  judgment,  re- 
sounded :  "  There  is  a  God !" 

Then  the  star  of  ruin,  like  the  pale  torch  of 
the  past,  rose  in  proud  magnificence  from  the 
waves,  to  glide  o'er  the  dark  blue  vault  of 
heaven  amid  the  countlees  stars.  Alt  was  silent 
and   peaceful ;    not  a  sound   reached  the  ear, 
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save  the  faint  mailings  of  the  breew,  blended 
with  the  dying  echoes  of  the  deep,  as  they 
stole  at  intervals  along  the  inhoqutable  shore. 
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Paift  170. 

After  the  King  of  Sweden,  Charles  IX. 
(Duke  of  Sudermania)  had  been  compiet«Iy 
defeated  at  the  battle  of  Kifgholm,  in  the  flight 
he  was  pursued  by  several  Poles,  who  were  on 
the  point  of  overtaking  him,  when  a  common 
Swedish  soldier,  Henry  Vrede,  gave  the  King 
his  horse,  and  was  cut  in  a  thousand  pieces  in  his 
stead. 

The  King  on  arriving  close  to  the  sea  shore, 
observed  among  the  prisoners,  who  were  to  be 
put  on  board  the  Swedish  vessels,  the  veil 
known  Pole,  Stanislaus  Kraiewski ;  maddened 
with  rage  by  the  veracity  of  his  prediction,  he 
ran  his  aword  through  the  body  of  the  unfor- 
X  2 
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tunote  prisODer,  who  fell  dead  at  his  feet. 
Being  onable  to  draw  out  his  sword  with  sufficient 
speed,  he  broke  the  blade,  and  having  carried 
off  the  TBltiable  hilt,  took  refuge  on  board  one 
of  hia  ships.  When  he  had  reached  Sweden, 
be  attested  his  giatitude  to  the  family  of  Vrede 
hy  Kumerous  gifts  and  acts  of  kindness ;  at  a 
subsequent  period,  his  grand-daughter.  Queen 
Christina,  raised  a  member  of  this  hmily  to  the 
i^gni^  of  baron,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
subline  derotedness  of  the  generous  Sw«de. 

In  after  times,  the  house  of  Wrede,  or  Vrede, 
became  distJngmsbed  throughout  Europe. 


LiFB  OP  Pbtm  Sapibba. 
Pegt  110. 
The  heroic  chief,  whose  great  exploits  asto- 
nished all  the  North  and  the  East  of  Europe, 
penetrated  even  to  the  confines  <4  Asia*  and 
adorned  the  annals  of  his  country  with  some  of 
their  finest  pages,  is  too  hig^y  deserving  of 
national  gratitude,  and  brings  to  mind  too  many 
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gloriotu  recollectioDs,  that  his  reaowned  name 
should  not  be  banded  down  to  the  admiratioB 
of  the  most  remote  posterity. 

John  Peter  S^eba,  Starost  of  Usriat,  bom 
in  Lithuania  of  noble  and  wealthy  parents, 
belonged  to  the  most  illustrious  houses  of  the 
ancient  kingdom  of  Poland :  his  family  spnii^ 
from  a  lateral  branch  of  the  Jagellons. 
He  is  descMided  from  Narymand,  second  Hon' 
of  Gedymin,  Grand  Due  of  Lithuania,  the' 
celebrated  conqueror  of  Kiiov,  according 
to  the  historian  Narusaericz.  From  the  elder 
branch  of  the  same  Narymund,  descends  also 
the  Princes  Galiczyn,  and  Kurakin's  families, 
well  known  in  Russia.  The  Sapiefaa  are  twice 
Princes;  John  Peter  Sapieha  (cousin  of  Lew 
[Lion]  Grand  Chancellor,  and  Grand  Coiistabls 
of  Lathuania)»  in  the  yean  of  bis  boyhood,  mani- 
fested a  decided  inclination  to  follow  the  noble 
profearicm  of  arms,  and  even  at  that  early  age, 
began  to  be  moved  by  the  first  impulses  of  a 
longing  after  immortality. 
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He  had  no  sooner  ahesthed  hinuelf  in  & 
panoply  of  refulgent  steel,  and  glowii^  with  aU 
the  fervour  and  impetuosity  of  youth,  appeared 
on  the  arena  of  dangers,  than  proud  and 
ensanguiued  fame  loaded  him  with  her  favours, 
and  treated  him  as  her  cherished  child.  Ac- 
customed to  a  hardy  life,  trained  up  to  en- 
durance by  his  attachment  to  violent  ezennBe, 
brave  and  undaunted,  bold  and  enterpri»og, 
possesung  all  the  high  qualities,  and  adven- 
turous spirit  of  the  Norman  Knights,  whom  be 
resembled,  he  seemed  capable  of  achieving  the 
most  extraordinary  deeds,  and  even  of  winning 
a  crown  by  valour,  and  the  sword.  Having 
already  gained  renown  in  the  Livonian  wars,  he 
played,  as  we  have  just  seen,  an  important  part 
in  the  celebrated  victory  of  Kiigholm. 

When  the  appearance  of  a  new  Demetrios 
plunged  the  Moscovite  empire  into  terrible 
calamities,  be  quitted  the  great  CbodkievicCi 
and  hastened  at  the  head  of  a  small  band  to 
dSoT  his  services  to   that  daring  usurper,  by 
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whom  be  was  well  received,  and  appointed  one 
of  the  principal  chie&  of  bis  army.  For  two 
^ears  he  continued  to  commaDd  the  troop  of 
the  false  Demetrius,  marching  from  triumph  to 
triumph,  and  reaping  a  harvest  of  un&ding  glory. 

To  give  an  idea  of  his  personal  bravery,  and 
military  talents,  we  should  far  exceed  our 
prescribed  limits,  and  indeed,  it  would  require 
whole  volumes  to  contain  them.  We  will, 
therefore,  notice  some  of  hb  principal  achieve- 
ments. 

The  false  Demetrius  had  no  sooner  invested 
him  with  the  command  of  his  army,  than  he 
began  to  pursue  and  disperae  the  enemies  of 
that  impostor.  While  he  was  carrying  on  the 
siege  of  the  fort  of  St.  Troy^a,  at  a  short 
distance  from  Moscow,  at  one  time,  he  directed 
a  vigilant  eye  to  that  city,  and  cut  off  all 
communication  with  it,  at  another  time,  by 
spreading  terror  in  every  direction,  he  mowed 
down  the  numerous  phalanxes  of  the  Moscovitcs 
soccesnvely  brought  agunst  him,  took  towns  by 
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storm,  and  gained  battle  after  battle.  Fire, 
carnage  and  death  marked  his  career  of  havoc 
and  devastation. 

Having  been  apprised,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  victoriee  be  bad  gained,  the  Czar  Smyski 
bad  despatched  against  him  his  brother  Ivan  at 
the  head  of  fifty  thousand  chosen  men,  ukI  a 
numetouB  park  of  artillery,  S^neha  hastily 
assembled  five  thousand  men,  and  come  up 
with  him  at  Zavisayn.  Ihe  shock  was  severe 
and  bloody,  and  success  was  long  uncertain; 
ever  in  the  hottest  of  the  action,  performing  by 
turns  the  duties  of  chief  and  soldier,  he  was 
wounded  in  the  fikce  by  a  musket-ball.  Heed- 
ing neither  the  pun  nor  the  blood  that  Sowed 
from  his  wound,  he  continued  fi^dng  for 
several  hours,  heading  the  chu'ges  and  giving 
his  orders  with  precison.  He  at  length  broke 
the  enemy's  lines  and  pursued  them  far  from 
the  scene  of  strife.  The  death  of  the  princ;ipal 
chief,  the  loss  of  all  his  ortillei;,  and  twen^ 
standards,  the  destnictitm    of  nearly  all  the 
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hostile  army  were  the  trophies  of  this  victory, 
which  appeared  to  inflict  a  death-blow  upon  the 
reign  of  the  Czar  Szuyski,  and  to  secure  the 
defiuitive  triumph  of  Demetrius. 

It  seems  that  the  poutave  refusal  of  the 
jealous  Prince  Rotynski,  another  celebrated 
Polish  chief  in  the  serrice  of  the  false  Demetrius^ 
to  effect  a  junction  with  the  forces  under 
Sapieha,  was  the  principal  cause  of  prerenting 
the  latter  from  making  a  serious  attadt  upon 
the  capital,  which,  in  that  case,  must  have 
fallen. 

Sapieha,  confining  himself  therefore  to  a 
strict  blockade  of  Moscow,  directed  his  efforts 
to  another  quarter.  Ere  long  Susdal,  Szuia, 
Perea^w,  Rostov,  and  after  a  vigorous  but 
inefiectual  resistance,  Jaroslaw,  Kostroma,  Ha- 
licze,  Uglecx,  NoTogorod,  yielded  to  his  victo- 
rious arms.  But  a  short  time  after,  he  repulsed 
and  dispersed  another  army  of  the  enemy,  and 
had  scarcely  returned  the  sword  to  tts  scabbard, 
when  a  fresh  corps  of  thirty  thousand  Moscovites, 
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commanded  by  experienced  cqitains,  vas 
attacked  and  cut  to  piece*  by  Sapieha,  near 
Susdal.  All  the  matirid  of  the  artJUeiy,  Hm 
military  chests  aad  standards  fell  into  his  bands. 
On  this  occasion,  Llssoweki,  second  in  command 
to  Sapieha,  a  Lithuanian  nobleman,  perfonned 
the  most  astonishing  feats  of  valour.*  Beiog 
sent  by  his  superior  to  the  soudi  of  the  empire, 
be  fulfilled  his  mission  but  too  faithfully  for 
the  enemy,  rushing  through  the  country  with 
the  speed  of  a  meteor,  he  exterminated  aO  that 
be  encountered,  all  that  opposed  his  passage, 
and  having  proceeded  as  far  as  the  Caspian 
sea,  returned  with  numerous  prisoners,  and  rich 
spoils. 

These  terrible  reverses  brought  about  the 
submission  of  all  Moscovy.  Numerous  Uirongs 
of  the  inhabitants  of  various  towns  and  districts, 
headed  by  their  priests  bringing  bread  and  salt, 

*  The  Li»eioezglU,  a,  iurt  of  light,  trregulBr  MTalrj,  which 
pertomti  •itnontlnary  feati  of  vilour  and  giTc  no  quarter, 
aceonling  to  Ntamcawlcs,  took  thdr  saice  from  the  abore 
LltNwikl. 
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ftdranced  to  meet  SB{Heha.  All  the  towns 
opened  their  gates  to  him,  all  the  Tartars,  tri- 
batary  to  the  eminre,  did  homage  for  their 
states  and  armies  at  the  feet  of  the  conqueror — 
be  received  them  with  courtesy  and  beoeTolence, 
and  sent  them  to  Demetrius. 

Many  of  the  private  friends  of  the  Polish 
Geneml,  aware  of  the  Pretender's  ignoble  birth 
and  pusillanimity,  counselled  Sapieha  to  take 
adrantage  of  the  opportunity,  and  seize  upon 
the  sceptre  of  the  empire ;  encouraging  him  by 
the  almost  certain  expectation  that  the  Tartar 
hordes  and  other  armies,  admiring  his  noble 
qualitleSj  would  not  &il  to  support  him  by  every 
possible  means. 

The  rumour  of  Sapeha's  liauon  de  caur  with 
the  Czarina  Mary  Maniszek  seemed  calculated 
to  remove  many  obstacles  that  might  otherwise 
have  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  a  successful 
usurpation. 

But  Sa[neha,  thanking  them  for  their  friendly 
dispositions,  and  rewarding  them  for  their  zeal 
with  ample  presents,  replied,  that  futhful  to  his 
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engigementa,  he  could  not  conaent  to  be  guilty 
ot  perfidy  towBrds  a  man  againit  whom  he  had 
nothing  to  object  penondly,  and  that  even  if 
Szayski  and  Demetrius  were  removed,  the  King 
of  Poland,  having  so  many  old  grieranoes  against 
the  MoBcovites,  wpuld  not  ful  to  interfere  and 
terminate  the  war  by  plamiig'  the  crown  upon 
the  head  of  the  young  Ladlslsus;  ihus  giving 
them  to  understand  that  as  long  as  bo  many 
baniers  were  opposed  to  him,  he  could  not  pre- 
sume to  thin)c  of  bis  own  interest  and  overlook 
that  of  his  mother-country. 

The  constant  vigilance  of  Sajneha  in  the  in- 
vestment of  Moscow,  reduced  that  city  to  the 
last  extremity.  Prince  Gagarin  came  to  the 
camp  to  oCbr  his  submisaian  to  Demstiins.  On 
bis  return,  he  published  throughout  the  city,  that 
the  latter  bore  no  resemblance  in  feature  or 
pemn  to  the  true  Demetrius,  and  that  he  was 
unworthy  of  the  throne.  Such  an  annoanoe- 
ment,  and  above  all  the  certainty  of  the  prompt 
arrival  of  reinforcements  sent  by  the  King  of 
Sweden,  with  whom  Sznyski  had  just  concluded 
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a'treaty  through  the  mediation  of  hit  nephew 
Skopn,  propped  up  for  a  while  the  caiue  of  the 
Cmt. 

Pontas  de  la  Ganbe  had  no  woaer  appeared 
at  the  head  of  the  Swedes  than  Zboromki 
pushed  forward  from  the  camp  of  Demetrius  to 
attack  them.  He  eooountered  them  near 
Tonk,  overthrew  their  vanguard  and  killed 
two  tfaottsand  five  hundred  of  their  men.  Fontus 
fell  back  as  far  as  Twer,  eloaely  pressed  by 
Vilamowski,  over  whom  he  gained  an  advantage 
near  Novogorod. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  few  days,  Sapieha  having 
learned  than  Pontns  was  still  in  position  near 
Twer,  hastily  assembled  his  troops,  and  issuing 
from  his  camp  at  Tusiyn  advanced  with  forced 
marches  to  attack  him. 

At  the  news  of  this  movement,  which  by 
chance  transpired,  the  Swedish  army  was  seiied 
with  a  complete  panic,  and  Pontiia,  although  his 
forces  were  more  numerous,  fearing  to  measure 
his  strength  with  this  formidable  CJeneral,  made 
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B  rapid  retreat  as  far  as  Kaluazyn,  on  tlie  banks 
the  Volga,  where  he  jtnned  the  formidable  armies 
of  the  Moscovites.  Sapieha,  altiiough  his  hopes 
were  frustrated,  having,  nevertheless,  received 
poutive  intelligence  that  there  was  a  misunder- 
standing between  tha  two  chiefs,  so  much  so^ 
that  tiie  two  armies  had  separate  encampments, 
regardless  of  the  disproportion  of  his  forces, 
immediately  formed  the  bold  deugn  of 
taking  advantage  of  the  dis-union  and  of  fight- 
ing them  in  succession.  He  soon  reached 
Kalus2yn,  and  drew  up  his  troops  t»  give  battle 
to  the  Swedes,  who,  notwithstanding  the 
superiority  of  their  numbers,  lost  the  whole  of 
tlieir  rear-guard  by  the  furious  attack  of  the 
Poles,  and  retreated  into  a  fortifled  camp. 

SatHeha,  far  from  being  discouraged,  invested 
it  on  all  sides,  cutting  off  the  water  From  it,  and 
would  have  succeeded  in  forcing  the  enemy  to 
an  engagement,  if  the  sudden  appearance  and  the 
defection  of  several  of  the  regiments  of  Zborow- 
sfci,  who  retired  to  Tuszyn,  to  the  camp  of  Prince 


c.y  Google 


Rozj'Dski  had  not  given  a  different  turn  to  affiurs 
and  obliged  him  to  raturn  by  Pereaslaw  (where  he 
left  a  few  troops)  to  his  former  cainp  near  Troy^ a. 
Skopin,  having  guned  intelligence  that  the 
greatest  part  of  Sapieha's  army  hod  been  sent 
to  annoy  the  Swedes,  advanced  towards  the 
Poli^  General's  camp,  at  the  bead  of  a  power- 
ful detachment;  Prince  Rozynslu,  instead  of 
making  common  cause  with  Sapieha,  and 
uniting  his  forces  with  those  under  that  com- 
mander, of  whose  reputation  he  was  extremely 
jealous,  not  only  did  not  adopt  wise  measures, 
but  was  even  on  the  point  of  coming  to  an  open 
quarrel  with  him.  The  imposing  dignity  of 
Sapieha,  and  his  cool  contempt  of  his  menaces 
deterred  him.  He  withdrew,  however,  wi^  his 
forces  and  Uiua  abandoned  S^ieha  in  the  pre- 
sence of  two  hostile  armies.  Sapieha,  expecting 
every  minuta  to  be  assaulted  in  his  position, 
being  denrous  of  striking  hu  adversaries  with 
amazement  by  an  act  of  daring  bravery,  and 
besides  driven  to  the  last  extremity  by  despair, 
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selected  a  hundred  wamora  amougst  the  most 
deteTmin^  of  hia  meo,  at  nightfall  inued  from 
hia  camp,  and  at  the  head  of  theoe  devoted 
followen,  rushed  upon  the  Mosconte  van-guard 
composed  of  15,000  men,  near  Dymitrow.  In 
a  few  momenta  the  ground  was  strewed  with  the 
dying  and  the  dead ;  and  aftor  a  combat,  which 
la^edseveral  hours,  more  than  two  ^KHiaand  Rus- 
sians lay  dead  upon  the  field.  The  van-guard  feu 
back.  Skopia  came  to  support  it  with  Us  whole 
army.  Sapieha  was  then  almost  BUirounded; 
it  19  pretended  that  the  Moseovite  General,  as- 
tonished by  his  adversary's  extraordinary  bxavery 
was  anxious  to  take  Sapieha  prisoner,  and  to 
efier  htm  large  rewards  and  a  command  worthy 
of  hia  talents,  if  he  would  pass  over  to  the  side 
of  Sxnyski.  S^eha  reined  that  od  the  banks  of 
the  Dxwina,  in  Lithuania,  he  bad  an  abundance 
of  gold  and  lands,  that  be  aspined  not  to  tbe  ac- 
quirement of  treasures,  but  of  glory ;  and  that 
having  never  been  a  peijurer,  he  knew  how, 
like  his  ancestors,  to  escape  from  bondage  by 
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euUing  his  way  to  tafety  with  bis  sword :  "  I  mil 
wiUiogly  deliver  up  my  arms  to  you,"  aid  he ; 
"  if,  in  the  presence  of  the  two  natjons,  you  suc- 
ceed in  conquering  me  in  single  combat,  and  in 
otse  Demetrius  shoulddle,  the  crown  of  the  Czars 
should  perchance  be  pfpced  on  my  head, 
then  I  myself  will  |»esfint  to  you  a  valuable 
sword,  if  you  appear  to  me  worthy  of  serving 
under  my  orders." 

The  conflict  was  renewed  with  the  most  de- 
tennined  obstioacy,  and  whether  it  was  that  the 
mighty  arm  of  Sapieha  swept  down  every  ob- 
stacle around  him,  or  whether  his  soldiers 
devoted  themselves  for  their  gener^,  or  wheUier 
destiny  sometimes  spares  the  truly  brave,  he 
made  his  way  through  the  enemy's  ranks,  and 
accompanied  by  only  one  of  his  noble  ifA- 
lowers,  escaped  in  safety  from  tlus  superhuman 
struggle. 

On  the  fallowing  day  Skopin,  reinforced  by 
the  Swedes,  ^vanced  towards -Sapiehl^, with  an 
army  of  70,000  men.    Sapieha,  who  was  at  the 
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head  of  only  3000,  declined  risking  a  general 
engagement,  but  repulsed  liiin :  he  then  occb- 
■ioned  him  great  losses  by  harassing  manoniTres, 
and  afterwards  retired  into  an  entrenched  camp. 

Skopin,  constantly  foiling  in  all  his  attempts 
upon  bis  wary  but  \fo\d  adreisary,  at  length 
abandoned  himi  entered  Moscow  with  his 
Swedes,  and  supplied  the  city  with  an  abundance 
of  provisions. 

When  the  intentions  of  Sigismund,  King  of 
Poland,  became  evident,  and  the  Czarina  with 
her  husband  had  reared  to  Kaluga,  Sapieha 
followed  them  with  the  wreck  of  hb  army,  after 
having  razed  tiie  fortifications  of  Troy^  and 
seeing  the  turn  which  aSdra  had  taken,  advised 
them  to  accept  some  rich  appanages  from  Sigii- 
muod,  and  to  finish  the  remainder  of  their  days 
in  peace. 

But  the  Czarina's  ambition  caused  her  to 
reject  this  wise  and  prudent  advice.  Many 
of  the  psrtisaDS  of  the  false  Demetrius  went  over 
to  the  King  of  Poland,  yet  they  imposed  bard 
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conditions  upon  him  as  a  reward  for  thU  adhe- 
don.  Sa[neba  and  Rosynski  were  their  prin- 
tnpal  chie&.  Although  the  former  of  theM 
officers  was  far  snperior  to  the  latter  in  point  of 
talents,  yet  be  evinced  br  greater  moderation 
in  his  proposals. 

Rozynski  died  soon  afterwards.  Skopin, 
taking  advantage  of  the  dissenrions  which  reigned 
in  the  army  of  the  false  Demetrius,  continued 
capturing  towns  and  strengthening  his  party, 
but  be  vroB  poisoned  by  one  of  his  own  family, 
jealous  of  his  renown  and  influence. 

At  a  subsequent  period,  Hon,  a  Sweduh 
general,  attacked  Biala,  but  having  been  twice 
beaten  by  Gasiewski,  fell  back  upon  Rzow. 

After  the  celebrated  victory  of  Zolkiewski  at 
Kluzyn,  6f  which  we  will  speak  in  anotlter  place, 
and  the  taking  of  Moscow,  Sapieha  ag^n  com- 
menced his  work  of  extermination  upon  the 
Moscovite  armies.  At  this  period  Sigismund, 
instead  of  sending  tus  son  without  delay,  to 
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take  poansaioQ  of  the  throne  of  (he  Czars,  aad 
when  be  nugfat  have  put  a  ha[q)y  termiiiBtiMi 
to  the  var,  obetiDately  pernsted  id  besi^iog 
Smoleoak,  and  thus,  hf  muIU{dyiiig  delays  and 
(UfficulUes,  at  length  wore  out  the  pBtJence  of 
the  MoecOTitea,  who  recovering  in  a  slight  degree 
from  their  terror,  and  denroiu  of  arresting  the 
progress  of  the  Poles,  especaally  of  Sapieha, 
again  inspired  him  inth  the  idea,  that  he  hnnself 
might  wield  the  sceptre  of  the  Ciar. 

Sapieha  accor^gly  suspended  hostilities,  and 
already  foreseeing  that  the  oonstant  faeflitati<Hi 
of  ^gismundf  added  to  his  impolitic  conduct, 
would  not  allow  this  prince  to  reap  the  fruits 
of  hia  invanoa,  ^^wared  to  think  seriouily  of 
his  own  interests,  to  such  a  d^ree,  that  he 
opposed  the  entire  destruction  of  a  Russian  anny, 
that  bad  been  defeated  by  the  royal  VtAnh 
army.  But  after  long  paries,  having  seen  that 
he  was  led  on  by  run  illusionB,  .he  placed  him- 
self on  a  friendly  footing  with  Oasiewsld,  the 
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chief  of  ^e  royal  snnj,  «bo  gave  him  a  ran- 
foroement,  that  he  might  commence  a  guerilla 
varbre. 

As  a  burricane  that  bears  down  every  thing 
it  encounters,  Sapieha  attacked  and  killed  fifteen 
thousand  MoscoTites  near  Juror,  took  by  storm 
Bartoczyn,  Monastyr,  Miludski,  Alezandrorar 
Sloboda,  and  benng  in  the  course  of  five  weeks 
annihilated  armies,  captured  towns,  and  amassed 
ample  booty  and  proviaooSr  returned  to  the 
vicinity  of  Moscow. 

Here  having  learned  that  Oasiewski  was 
henuned  in  on  every  side,  and  had  even  lost, 
after  a  valiant  resistance,  the  fort  of  Bialymur,  - 
he  resolved  to  recover  thb  stronghold,  and 
advaueed  to  the  assistance  of  Oauewski  without 
delay.  The  two  armies  were  separated  by  a 
liver ;  Sapieha  ordered  several  squadnms  of  light 
cavalry  to  cross  it  in  the  greatest  silence,  while 
Iw  despatched  in  a  different  direction,  to  the 
same  destination,  seven  r^ments  of  heavy 
cavalry,  under  the  command  of  his  lieutenant, 
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Mien,  to  whom  he  gave  the  necessary  instructions. 
Before  day-break  he  opened  a  canonnade  vith 
all  his  artillery,  and  at  the  head  of  his  detach- 
ment overthrew  the  centre  of  the  hostile  army, 
consisting  of  eighty  thousand  Moscovites.  Tlie 
fort  was  set  on  fire  with  red-hot  balls,  and  a 
report  was  spread  that  Chodkievicz  had  arrived 
unexpectedly  and  begun  the  combat.  The  Kven 
Foments  of  heavy  cavalry  shewed  themselves 
under  the  walls  of  the  fort,  dismounted,  and 
advanced  to  the  breach.  Tlte  flames  and  the 
roar  of  the  cannon  augmented  the  general  terror. 
Ga^ewski,  being  besieged,  and  perceiving  what 
is  going  on,  made  a  sortie,  the  fort  was  retaken, 
and  the  whole  garrison  put  to  the  sword.  The 
Moscovites,  exposed  to  two  fires,  sustained  ■ 
terrible  check.  The  PoUsh  generals  effected 
ajuncticm,  and  provisions' were  thrown  into  the 
fort. 

These  brilliant  advantages  did  sot,  however, 
bring  about  any  great  change  in  the  rituation 
of  the  Poles.    The  formidable  enemy  constantly 
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repaired  their  lossea  by  frosh  levies,  while  the 
Poles,  far  from  theircountry,  abandoned  hj  their 
King,  and  in  constant  expectation  of  impending 
death,  suSerod  all  the  horrors  of  hunger  and 
misery,  especially  after  the  loss  of  Sapieha,  who 
having  retired  to  the  bank  of  the  Neglivino, 
near  Kraanoe  ^lo,  terminated  his  glorious  life 
at  Krimgrod,  on  the  24th  of  September,  1612, 
All  writers  agree  that  be  gtuned  thirty  battles, 
and  destroyed  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  of  the  Moscovites. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  his  funeral 
oration,  pronounced  by  Sarbiewski. 

"  What  posterity  so  ungrateful  as  ever  to 
foi^tthee,J<^  Peter  Sapieha,  Starostof  Usviat? 
Thou,  who  didst  so  often  lead  to  victory,  the 
armies  of  those  invincible  chiefs,  Nicholas  Rad- 
ziwill,  and  Charles  Chodkiericz ;— thou,  who 
with  a  handful  of  brave  followers,  didst  spread 
the  terror  of  the  Polish  arms  from  the  Oka, 
beyond  the  Volga,  to  the  Caspian  Sea  and  the 
fronUera  of  Ana." 
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Handsome  and  gallant,  pn^w  and  con^ 
teoiu,  frank  and  gentle,  though  sometimes  harsh 
and  cruel,  possensng  an  exalted  genius,  and  a 
mind  enlightened  bj  knowledge,  Sapieha  united 
the  greatest  military  talents,  to  a  brarery  tnij 
duTalitnis,  and  an  energy  of  character,  rarely, 
if  ever,  equalled.  War  was  his  passion,  glory 
his  dream  and  his  idol.  Every  aspiration  of 
his  soul  was  directed  to  battles  and  renown : 
he  achieved  the  conquest  of  on  army,  as  easily 
as  he  constantly  won  the  hearts  of  the  lair.  No 
one  has  ever  gained  so  many  brilliant  vietoriea 
over  the  Moacorites,  whose  mighty  empire  be 
traversed  on  destruction's  wings,  and  no  one, 
perhaps,  was  so  much  cherished  by  the  foir 
•ex. 

Si^eha  was  one  of  the  most  famous  goeriBa- 
cfuefs  in  the  whole  world ;  no  one  before  him 
had  carried  this  spedes  of  warfere  to  bo  high  a 
degree  ot  perfection,  espeaally  amid  the  violence 
of  a  northern  winter,  Cumecki,  however, 
shewed  himself  equal  to  him  in  later  times,  and 
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almost  without  ua  irmy,  delivered  Poland  from 
A  Swedish  invauon. 

Sapieha,  in  his  nature  and  character,  resem- 
bled one  of  those  blood-red  meteors,  which 
Proridencfl  sometitnes  eshibits  to  the  eyes  of 
Man.  If  this  warrior  was  on  many  occasions 
obliged  to  tolerate  rapine  and  pillage,  yet  he 
•xerctsed  an  extraordinary  ascendancy  over  his 
•oldien.  More  than  once  they  gave  him  proofs 
of  sublune  derotedness. 

Sapieha's  iamily  gave  birth  to  the  highest 
statesmen,  and  numerons  warriors  have  honoured 
this  noble  name,  and  exalted  their  country  by 
thdr  semces. 

Next  to  John  Sajueha,  who  stands  unrivalled, 
Lion  Si^Meha,  the  Grand  Constable  and  Grand 
Chancellor  of  Lithuania,  and  Paul  ^pieha, 
whose  feats  of  mmrdal  enterprise  are  associated 
with  those  of  CEamecki,  are  the  most  renowned. 

The  wealth  of  the  Sapiehas,  although  immense, 
was  not,  however,  in  former  times,  equal  to  that 
of  the  Radziwil]  family,  which  was  raised  to  the 
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2S4  VOTES. 

dignity  of  Prince  at  a  more  recent  period.  No 
trutor,  no  peijurer,  has  ever  sullied  this  great 
name. 

In  the  late  wars  against  the  Hiu^aos,  Eus- 
tace Prince  Sapieha,  notwithstanding  be  pos- 
sessed a  fortune  of  nearly  a  million  sterling, 
although  he  had  every  thing  to  lose  and  scarcely 
any  thing  to  gtun,  without  any  motive  of  personal 
ambition,  did  not  hesitate  a  ungle  moment  to 
join  the  standard  of  independence,  and  he  is 
now  living  in  honourable  exile  with  many  of 
his  countrymen.  This  is  a  patriotism  as  pure 
as  the  translucent  rill,  which  allows  every  pebble, 
every  grain  of  sand,  to  be  seen  through  the 
bright  silvery  fluid  that  guTgles  over  them.  It 
is  remariLable,  that  this  family  has  never  en- 
joyed power,  nor  exercised  a  great  ascendancy, 
but  in  the  north  and  east  of  Poland.  See  the 
following  works :  Panowanie  Zygmunta  III. 
przezNiemcewicza;  PamietnikiodawneyPotsce; 
— Spiewy  historyczne  przei  Niemcewicza ; — 
Pyaryusz  Maszkiewicza ;    Rekopism  Wectaww 
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kiego ;— Wiek  Zygmunta  III. ;  Zyde  Sa{uehoiv 
przez  Kognowickiego. 

According  to  some  histonans,  John  Peter 
Sapieha  was  called  and  is  still  called,  in  some 
pait«  of  Russia,  a  Whip  of  God,  in  Polish,  Bics 
Bozy.  There  is  also  a  prorerb  on  him,  '  Gdzie 
przeszedl  Sapieha  tarn  trava  me  rosnie,'  that  is 
to  say,  'where  Sapieha  has  passed,  the  grass 
will  never  grow  on  the  soiL' 
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TH  OrAKB  CORMAai.B0V  LttHOABtA. 

P»f»  ITS. 

After  the  union  of  the  Qrand  Duchy  of 
lithuaniato  Poland,  in  1386,  as  this  Dudiy  was 
the  source  from  which  the  prindpal  splendour  of 
the  kingdom  emanated,  all  the  highest  offices 
were  twofold.  Thus  there  was  a  Constable  and  a 
Grand  Constable  of  Lithuania,  and  also  Consta- 
b]e,andaGraiid-ConstableortheCrown.  Noone 
could  become  Orand-Constable  in  either  instance, 
without  baring  first  been  Constable  in  the  same 
country.  The  office  of  Grand-Constable  was 
held  for  life,  and  by  the  nomination  of  the  King. 
Hie  Grand-Constable  of  the  Crown  was  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  PoUsh  armies ;  he  had 
the  power  of  life  and  death  over  every  soldier ; 
he  could  malie  promotions  tothe  rank  of  Colonel 
inclusively ;  he  was  by  right  a  senator.  The 
Grand-Constable  of  Lithuania  enjoyed  the 
same  prerogatives.      Sometimes  the  one  who 
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had  been  longest  in  the  enjoyment  of  that 
high  rank,  or  the  Grand-Constable  of  the  Crown, 
endeavoured  to  assume  some  advantage  over 
the  other,  who  never  failed  to  make  a  successful 
oppoudon  to  his  attempts.  Chodkievicz  alone 
in  1621,  a  period  in  whidi  Poland  was  engaged 
in  one  of  her  most  perilous  wars,  was  named,  in 
conform!^  with  the  public  wish  of  the  nation  and 
tfie  King,  supreme  Chief  of  all  the  military 
authorities  and  even  of  the  Constables;  but 
this  is  a  single  exception,  warranted  by  the  high 
renown  of  this  Captun,  who  saved  his  country, 
and  died  in  the  middle  t^his  triumphs. 

The  reign  of  Sgismund  the  Third  wasfertile  in 
heroes ;  neither  before  nor  after  him  did  so  many 
adorn  the  annals  of  their  country.  Having  des- 
cribed one  of  the  principal  martial  achievements 
of  Chodkievicz,  I  shall  not  enter  into  any  further 
detwis,  especially  as  his  histofy,  written  by 
Bishop  NarussevicK,  contains  all  the  particulars 
of  this  hflra's  life  and  warlike  career.  What 
-Chodkievicz  performed  in  Livonia  during  twen^ 
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years,  surpasses  all  belief,  he  cultured  towi»,' 
burned  fleets,  and  conquered  enemies,  with- 
out troops,  without  money,  aud  almost  with- 
out any  resource.  When  we  take  a  survey  of  his 
actions,  we  can  scarcely  conceive  that  any  man 
was  capable  of  surmounting  so  many  obstacles. 
On  a  different  scale  he  certainly  achieved  as 
much  in  Livonia  as  Napoleon  did  in  Italy- 
There  are  but  four  personages  that  descend  in  a 
direct  line  from  this  great  Captun,  namely, 
Alexander,  Count  Chodkievicz,  who  by  his  first 
wife  the  Countess  Valewska  had  two  sons  and  a 
daughter,  Mieczislas  and  Charles  Chodkievicz, 
and  their  sister  Sophia,  married  to  the  Count 
Victor  Ossolindd,*  One  of  the  sons  of  Chodkie-- 
vies  was  sent  into  the  hewl  of  Russia  during  our 
last  war,  the  other  was  an  officer  in  the  2nd 
regiment  of  Lancers  and  distiogui^ied  himself 
at  Grochov.  Neither  of  them  is  in  exile. 
Their  father  married  a  second  wife  Miss  Szcce- 

*  It  b  to  be  remarked  that  there  are  onlj  two  Conntawi 
OiK>llu*ki  in  ftll  Poland,  namel;  CoonttM  SopbEs  OhcUoiU 
•ad  bermly  daughter. 
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oiowska  and  bas  a  third  eon  named  Boleslaus 
hj  this  second  maniage.  These  three  ladies 
belonged  to  that  race  of  Polish  females,  wbrae 
chaims  have  been  lauded,  and  whose  virtues  have 
been  admired  hj  Segur,  Byron,  Madame  de 
Stael,  and  the  Emperors  Napoleon  and  Alex- 
ander. 

Dbscriridb  or  Posoua. 
Pa«>  198. 
Podolia  b  the  most  southern  province  of  the 
ancient  kingdom  of  Poland ;  it  is  very  abundant 
and  fertile  and  at  the  same  time  exceedingly 
picturesque.  According  to  Rzafzynski,  Podolia 
formerly  extended  to  the  Black  Sea  between  the 
mouths  of  the  Dniester  and  the  Boh ;  but  the 
southern  part,  commonly  called  Pobereze,  formed 
the  Palatinate  of  Braclaw,  while  the  countries 
beyond  the  Jahorlik,  belonged  for  some  time  to 

the    1  ertars.    I  do  not  take   upon   myself  to 
describe   this  country  farther  than    the    river 

Moraohva,  which  formerly  bounded  the  Palati> 
nateof  Podolia  (Podole.)  It  was  formed  of  three 
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districts,  ttamel;  Kunienietz,  Latyczew,  Ceer- 
wonogrod.  The  arms  or  this  province  were  a 
golden  sun  in  a  white  field. 

Podolia  was  bounded  on  the  north  by  Volhynia, 
on  the  east  by  Morachva,  which  separated  it 
from  the  Ukraine,  on  the  south  by  Moldavia 
and  the  Dniester,  on  the  west  by  Red- Russia. 

Tliere  is  a  considerable  difierence  between 
the  climate  of  Podolia,  and  that  of  the  other 
Polish  provinces.  When  the  hoar-frost  coven 
tlie  trees  in  other  parts,  when  the  waters  still 
roll  under  the  ice,  when  the  earth  presents  one 
white  surface  of  snow,  the  fresh  verdnre  b  smil- 
ing on  the  banks  of  the  Boh  and  the  Dniester, 
a  thousand  limpid  rills  murmur  along  their 
rocky  beds,  and  frisk  among  the  pebbles ;  the 
concerts  of  the  aoaring  lark  greet  the  sunny 
sky ;  the  ploughman  drives  his  team  through 
tbe  fields,  which  seldom  disappoint  his  faireft 
hopes.  Tlie  temperate  climate  of  this  land  of 
milk  and  honey,  of  this  true  garden  of  Pidand, 
favours  also  the  development  of  the  pUmt*  and 
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the  shrubs.  All  the  fruits  ripen  in  the  open  ur 
and  the  grass  grows  so  luxuriantly,  that  the 
horns  of  the  cattle  that  graze  in  these  vast  meadfl 
are  scarcely  seen  above  the  lofty  forage. 

Fodolia  not  only  abounds  in  mineral  and 
vegetable  produc&tns  but  also  in  com.  This 
province  watered  by  the  Dniester,  the  Boh,  the 
SmotrycE,  the  Morachva,  die  Zbrucz,  the 
Studuennifa,  and  many  other  riverti,  furnished 
and  still  furnishes  a  supply  of  com  to  very  distant 
countries.  In  the  time  of  Casimir  Jagellon,  the 
Polish  port  of  Akermann  served  as  an  outiet  for 
the  productions  of  Podolia.  The  historian 
Samicki  remembers  having  seen  in  his  youth  an 
embassy  sent  to  meet  King  Sigismundthe  First, 
to  soKrit  him  to  allow,  after  the  manner  of  his 
anguflt  predecessors,  the  quantity  of  com  neces- 
sary for  the  inhabitants  of  the  Isle  of  Cyprus, 
who  were  on  the  point  of  suffering  a  limine,  to 
be  stupped  in  his  portaat  amoderate  price.  In 
the  reign  of  l^gismond  Augustus,  Cardinal  Com- 
mendoni  visited  the  cataracts  of  the  Dniester 
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near  Jampol.  He  nude  a  TCtrj  interesting 
deacription  of  them,  with  a  view  to  establish 
■n  active  trade  between  Vemce  and  Podolia. 

Towards  the  end  ot  the  fifteenth  century,  the 
Tartars  and  Turks  having  taken  possesraon  of 
the  mouths  of  the  Polish  riven  that  taU  into  the 
Bb^  Sea,  inflicted  a  heavy  blow  upon  the 
cnninerce  of  the  southern  countries. 

The  territories  that  fonn  this  [Hovince  were 
bhalHtad  in  the  ninth  centniy  by  the  DrerUanSi 
a  pei^>le  of  Sclavonic  origin.  But  Sviatoalaw, 
a  Ruanan  Prince  of  Novogoiod,  the  sm  of  Igor 
father  of  Madimir  L  rendered  them  tzibntaiy. 
The  descendants  of  Igor  preserved  tbrar  sofx^ 
wacj  therein  till  the  coumenoenient  id  the 
tweUlh  centory,  the  period  of  the  horrible  a^^ 
vastOBs  of  the  Tartars,  who,  after  having  laid 
waste  tbeae  regions,  subjugated  them  at  last  and 
fooaded  bejond  the  Jaboriik  the  towns  of 
Bakota,  CiapcaUey*  Konnien,  Kacxybey. 
With  the  exception  of  these  cohmiea,  thereat  of 
die  pnvinoe  formed  a  desert.    This  state  of 
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things  lasted  till  the  Ume  of  Olgierd,  a  famous 
Lithuanian  conqueror,  who,  having  gathered 
together  a  bodjr  of  troops,  made  his  appearaoce 
there  in  1331,  and  came  to  an  engagement  with 
a  formidable  army  of  the  Tartars  near  Sine  Vody. 
The  acUon  was  obstinate  and  bloody,  it  was, 
however,  decided  in  his  favour.  Forty-five 
thousand  Tartars  and  their  prindpal  chiefs  were 
left,  dead  upon  the  field.  Tlie  rest  were  dis- 
persed, and  Olgierd  after  having  driven  these 
wanderiog  tribes  from  all  Fodolia,  extended, 
by  the  terror  of  his  arms,  the  Lithuanian  posses- 
sions as  far  as  the  Black  Sea,  and  placed  the 
SODS  of  Koryat,  hu  brother  and  the  Prince  of 
Novogorod  over  the  Government  of  this  pro- 
vince. 

About  the  same  time,  tiie  King  of  Poland, 
Casimir  the  Great,  in  uniting  Red-Rusaia  to 
his  states,  by  way  of  indemnity,  took  possession 
also  of  a  part  of  Podolia,  which,  even  subse- 
quently to  the  union  of  Lithuania  to  Poland, 
and    after    many  discussions,    was  definitively 
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eeded  to  the  ctowd*  and  transformed  into  a 
Pklatinate  in  I4S4. 

Podolia  has  nnce  Buffered  bU  tbe  deraBtatioos 
•ludi  attended  the  vars  carried  on  agaiiist  tbe 
Ottomans,  being  altematiTely  tbe  witness  of 
the  gkny  and  revenes  of  the  Poliab  aims. 

By  the  treaty  of  Buezac  (1072)  it  fell  under 
"niritish  dominatioD,  and  was  not  restored  to 
Poland  til]  the  reign  of  Augustus  II.  (1699)  in 
eonformity  with  tbe  treaty  of  Karlovitz. 

At  the  time  of  the  second  division  of  Poland, 
m  1793,  Catherine  II.  invaded  a  part  of  this 
I^latinate;  in  1795,  the  date  of  tbe  annihi- 
lation of  tbe  republic,  in  the  final  dismember^- 
ment,  Austria  obtained  a  notable  portion  of 
this  fine  province. 

At  the  present  time,  the  Russian  portion 
comprdiendE  neaiiy  all  the  andent  Palatinate 


*  Pokad  In  law,  from  the  Uoion,  formed  two  diTidont, 
Ite  Oim^  Doch?  of  Llthnula  aod  Pnre  Fobnd,  aaA  aU 
Palfak  prarlMM  bekapd  altlMr  M  Utc  Onud  Dathj  of 
Utkwnikor  Put  Poltiid. 
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of  Bmdsv,  tod  forma  the  government  of 
Podolia,  divided  into  twelve  districta.  "nui 
government  ia,  however,  much  more  extensive 
than  the  ancient  Palatinate  of  Podolia. 

The  capital  of  all  Podolia  is  Kaminiec  }*odo- 
liski,  now  the  chief  town  of  the  government  of 
thia  name,  and  formerly  enlarged  and  fortified 
hj  the  nephews  of  Olgierd.  It  is  situated  on 
the  bank  of  the  Smotcycz,  at  the  back  of  an 
enormous  perpendicular  rock. 

A  part  of  tlie  fortifications  of  this  town  was 
lased  in  181S,  by  the  order  of  the  Russian 
government — this  part  was  aflerwarda  rebuilt. 
The  lower  portion  of  the  town  is  composed  of 
good  buildings,  the  population  is  15,000,  the 
half  of  which  are  Jews.  There  are  ten  churches, 
five  of  which  are  Catholic,  four  Greek,  and  one 
Arian.  In  the  time  of  the  Polish  government, 
the  convicts  sentenced  to  hard  labour  for  life, 
were  sent  to  Kaminiec  This  town  has  stood 
many  memoraUe  sieges ;  by  its  position  and 
artificial  defences,  it  is  one  of  the  strongest 
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fortreBses  in  ancient  Poland.  The  Bishopric  oT 
Kamtniec,  a  very  important  ecclesiastical  poBt, 
was  held  by  Adam  Count  Kraainski,  who  shone 
at  the  confederation  of  Bar. 

Here  is  still  to  be  seen  on  the  church  of 
Kaminiec,  a  crescent  supporting  a  cross,  a 
surviving  vestige  of  Turkish  domination.  Be- 
sides KamiDiec,  there  are  in  Podolia,  the  towns 
of  Naniowce,  Felsztyn,  Sludzienni^a  Mohilow, 
utuated  on  the  ban^  of  the  Dniester,  surrounded 
by  mountuns,  and  famous  for  fruits,  silk- 
worms, and  above  all,  remarkable  for  the 
mildest  and  softest  temperature,  in  all  Podolia ; 
Kurylowce  Czamokosiennice,  renowned  for  its 
quarries  of  marble,  gypsum  and  alabaster,  not 
far  from  Duniuowce,  and  on  the  acclivity  of  the 
mountains  of  Miodobwy,  Antonowka,  the  palace 
and  museum  of  which  form  an  attraction  to 
tmvellers.  Tlus  beautiful  domain  belongs  to 
General  Vincent  Korvin,  Count  KraNnaki, 
senator,  palatine,  &c.  (He  is  Count  of  the 
French  empire,  made  by  Nq>oleon,forUsfeets.} 
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Miedzyborz  with  its  magnificent  castle,  is 
oue  of  the  most  spacious  in  all  Poland,  enlaiged 
and  embellished  by  the  Turkish  Pashas,  and 
long  their  habitation.  This  gigantic  ediftce, 
replete  with  eastern  reminiscences,  has  been 
preserved  uninjured  till  the  present  time,  and 
for  many  generations  will  retain  memoriak 
of  its  andent  splendour.  This  town  is  the 
chief  of  the  district  that  bears  its  name ; 
Prince  Adam  Czartoryski  founded  a  school 
here  in  the  year  1819.  Potock,  built  hj  a 
Potocki,  who,  in  the  time  of  Sigismund  Au- 
gustus, came  from  the  palatinate  of  Krakovia 
into  these  territories,  and  was  the  stock  of  the 
most  opulent  branch  of  that  fomily. 

Buczac,  with  its  fort.  U  was  at  Buczac, 
according  to  Samicki,  that  some  peasants  found 
in  the  middle  of  the  rocks,  a  rinilet  filled  with 
reins  and  sands  of  gold.  This  place,  renowned 
for  a  race  of  excellent  horses,  belongs  to  Austria. 
Batov,  a  place  memorable  by  the  defeat  of 
the  Polish  troops,  under  the  command  of  the 
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Constable  of  the  Crown,  Martin  KalinowtU, 
irbo,  in  1653,  after  having  fought  for  two  days, 
at  the  head  of  nine  thousand  men,  against  mora 
than  one  hundred  thousand  of  the  rebellious 
Cossacks,  led  by  Chmielnicki,  and  En[^i(»ted 
by  the  Tartar  hordes,  perished  sword  in  hand, 
as  well  as  the  floww  of  his  youthful  chiralry. 
The  Khan  Kantymir  then  decapitated  with  hn 
own  hand,  Mark,  the  brother  of  John  Sobieald, 
whom  he  had  taken  prisoner. 

It  waB  in  Podolia,  at  the  town  of  Bar,  cele- 
brated by  the  confederation  which  was  fonned 
there  in  1768,  and  which  was  the  commence- 
ment of  the  terrible  struggle  agalast  Russian 
domination, — a  struggle  which  is  very  tar  from 
being  terminated,  since  the  balance  of  power 
in  Europe  demands  every  day  more  imperiously 
the  re-establishmeat  of  Poland. 

Among  the  places  most  worthy  of  remark  in 
Podolia,  we  may  mentJon  Knywce,  a  village 
situate  anud  mountains,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tamava  and  the  Studcienni^B,  where,  according 
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to  IjkUowski,  Uiere  are  vast  catacombs,  the 
entrance  of  which  is  very  narrow,  and  tb« 
passages  so  intricate,  that  it  is  difficult  to  emerge 
from  their  mazes  without  a  clue.  On  the  udes 
of  the  walls,  there  are  many  transparent  stones, 
as  well  as  alabaster  and  marble,  upon  whicb 
it  is  pretended  that  bB8-relie&  are  to  be  seen. 

Under  the  little  Tillage  of  Onn'iany,  according 
to  the  same  author,  and  many  othets,  there  are 
also  catacombs,  in  which  the  bodies  are  pre- 
served free  ft«m  comiptioD.  There  were  also 
catacombs  under  BaracEow,  but  they  hare  bllen 
in,  and  encumbered  the  passages. 

Although  Pod(^  is  utoated  at  the  eUremity 
of  the  kingdom,  it  has  preserved  more  nation- 
ality than  the  provinces,  more  oontiguous  to 
the  centre.  The  hatred  of  foreign  oppressors 
is  more  general,  and  mora  detenmned  there 
than  in  oUier  parts  of  Poland.  The  fc^owing 
are  the  causes. 

Formerly  in  all  the  wars  against  the  Tartam, 
and  the  Tories  it  was  coutantly  in  the  habit  of 
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seeing  the  Poltsb  armiea,  ftnd  friequently  of 
witnesnng  tbeir  triumphs,  and  being  adjacent  to 
Turkey,  it  vas  not  bo  easily  Rusdanised. 

Subsequently,  being  at  all  times  orermn 
with  Russian  troops  that  acted  with  arbitrary 
cruelty  during  their  wars  irith  the  Turks,  the 
inhabitants  felt  more  sensibly  the  weight  of 
slavery,  and  the  loss  of  a  country. 

It  appears  that  from  time  immemorial,  Podolis 
has  been  the  theatre  of  sanguinary  conflicts; 
no  place  abounds  in  so  many  wariike  remini^ 
cences.  It  is  impossible  not  to  remark  that  in 
this  country,  as  well  as  in  the  whde  south-east  of 
Poland,  every  step,  every  spot,  brings  to  recol- 
lection the  triumphs  of  the  Grand  Dukes  of 
Lithuania,  who  have  bled  and  reaped  undying 
feme  within  its  precincts. 

If  Poland  has  given  her  institutions  to  Lithu- 
ania, tliat  was  lees  civilised  than  herself,  yet 
nearly  all  the  power  of  Poland  flowed  from  this 
source ;  and  there  is  tiiis  pecuHari^,  that  the 
acquired  territories  were  long  preserved,  and 
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remtuned  almost  in  their  integrity  till  our  ovn 
time. 

In  Poland,  the  Lithuanian  and  Fodolian 
ladies  are  considered  to  be  entitled  to  the  prize 
of  beauty.  Huffland  asserts,  that  he  never  met  j 
with  so  fine  a  race  of  men,  and  so  many  old 
men,  as  in  Podolia,  the  climate  of  which  is  re- 
puted to  be  very  aalubrioiu. 

The  urs  of  the  Ukraine  and  Podolia  (Dumki), 
very  common  in  the  whole  south-east  of  Poland, 
are  Ossianic,  oriental  and  phuntive.  There  is 
much  elevatioD  in  tlieir  manner  of  expressing 
the  force  of  sentiment,  pssdon ,  and  regret,  with  a 
certain  effeminacy  of  the  south ;  they  are  ever 
turning  upon  jetty  eyes; — they  all  end  sorrow- 
fully, and  fortunate  lore  is  for  ever  interdicted 
from  their  stanzas. 

These  popular  songs  abound  in  fine  meta- 
phor, and  their  melody  has  a  powerful  charm. 
It  seems  that  the  frequent  incursioas  of  the 
hordes  of  Tamerlane  introduced  an  Asiatic  taste, 
which  the  fomudable  swotd  of  the  Grand  Dukes 
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of  IJthiunu  has  been  unable  to  eradicate. 
The  tincture  of  melancholy,  with  which  these 
songs  are  imbued,  resuItB  no  doubt  from  the 
regret  experienced  by  the  inhatntants  of  these 
parts,  at  having  been  constantly  oppressed  with 
the  yokes  of  foreign  inTaders.  The  &mons 
Hryc,  of  which  I  will  give  the  teit  and  en  inter- 
lineary  translation,  defncts  the  strong  jealousy 
vtdtsh  is  felt  in  these  territories ;  it  relates  the 
terrible  vengeance  of  a  female,  wounded  in  her 
dearest  affections. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  this  song  is  written 
neither  in  Polish  nor  in  Russian,  but  in  a  ja^on 
or  popular  language,  used  by  all  the  south  of 
Poland  and  little  Russia,  and  which,  like  every 
patoia,  purely  Sctavonio,  has  a  greater  affinity 
to  the  Polish,  than  the  Russian,  for  the  latter 
language  is  mixed  widi  many  Tartar  and  foreign 
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DUMA  o  Hkrciut 


Ne  ehodj  Hiyetn  nm  weciimjcl. 

Do  not  go,  Gregory,  to  cteulog-ptrtlet. 

Bo  na  wMxernjel  wil  cnroti;d ; 

For  at  evening  partlM  then  an  encbantivM 

A  koti*  dlweijiia  cxanobTTw^ 

7bv  kboTe  til  a  duDMl  with  duk  tjei, 

Ta-1  exariwnf  da  ■piavmUlwaja. 

Since  ibe  li  lUUbl  In  fbntelUng  deattnlca. 


V  nadlla  nao  lOa  kopala, 

Snnda;  morning  iha  gatherod  a  plant, 

A  w  poaedtlak  die  polokala, 

AndUonda;  ihapmMdandwaihedlhepUiit, 

Pi7]iM«  viwtorok  (Qe  mrjla. 

And  Tneaday  ihe  boiled  fh*  plant, 

PrjjatU  Mreda  Hrrelimka  ttroQa ; 

And  WedoekUy  ilie  polfoned  OMgmj. 


QJ  pijjnow  cKtwer,  la  WK  Hrydo  urner ; 
When  Thnnday  bad  eoma  Qregoiy  was  no  mort; 
Prjjih  piatnyda,  pochowaly  HiTda, 
When  THda;  came  Gngoiy  wai  bnrlad. 
PiTJda  aoboia  maty  dfinka  bjla : 
Saturday  the  mother  beat  tlie  girl  meraly, 
Za  nooi  ty  Miko  d6iiko  Hrydania  ibxdla ! 
Oh,  wicked  gtrl,  why  bait  tlion  potaoMd  Ongofy  t 


c.y  Google 


OJ  ma^,  nMtj,  mI  wwabj  neEuja 

O  mother,  mother,  regret  destraji  tfae  reuon, 

Neclutj  ^  Bry«lo  w  dwixl  ne  koeb^ 

Let  not  Qrsgoiy  court  tiro  damieli  together, 

Vschk]  Mbodeolmtnlnijqjl, 

Lat  him  bo  neither  the  □thsr'i  nor  mine, 

N«chi|)  d«  natat  lemU  tfitjl. 

BatletUnaow  twte  the  Iraili earth. 


Otoa  tobl  Hrydn  tak^Ja  ttplata 

Thn*,  to  thee,  Qregair,  th;Jaitie 

Caetery  doncikl  dabowyl  1  temnaja  ehata 

Four  plank*  at  oak  and  a  dark  abode 

Siciob  panUatal;,  Jaku  korjrat  malat 

^at  jonng  people  may  remember  what  is  the  rewud 

Tyi  molodce  Mieao  ela  w  dwoch  bochaiat 

Of  tboaewlM  deadre  two  damieli  at  once. 


Otoa  toU  Brjda  w  lyre)  aemll  hnytj, 

Thtu,  to  thee,  Or^oiy,  to  rot  now  In  the  grooitd, 

A  menl  molodjt  na  iwili  poiyty. 

And  to  me,  itill  yoang,  to  eqjo?  lllb, 

B4  d^  ZTdiwko  kwalyrku  hor^lki. 

Well,  Jeweeg,glTe  a  cap  of  brandy, 

Badem  ip^atj  po  Hryclu  pomynkl, 

nut  I  may  dug  hit  foneral  rites. 
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TsB  ]>OLLOWiira  is  a  I^amilatiob  o>  thb  Hric. 
]. 
Oh  I  OngOTj,  fly  the  taOje  duiec, 
For  wltcblng  mftldj  an  fttal  tbera ; 
Ob  '■  fear  m  Uuk-eyed  duDiel'i  slanca, 
Uer  deadly  ipeUi  will  ralie  dMpair. 

9. 
BIN  culled  a  plant  on  Sjinday  noon, 
Iti  leaTe*  on  Monday  waihnl  and  p<«iaed, 
On  Tnciday  brewed  the  drangbt,  and  Hon 
Next  day  her  Oregoiy  tnnkto  reat. 


Deatli-cold  on  'ninnday  Gregory  lay, 

On  Prtday  ilept  the  dead  mnua^. 

Her  mother  beat  the  girl  next  dny, 

"  He  li  polwned  I  wretch !  and  tblne  dw  «; 


"  Oh  motbc  t  I  wai  nrely  gilered, 
Falie  Qragoiy  wooed  another. 
Bat  DOW  we  are  both  of  blm  bereaTed, 
Chill  earth  la  hie  bride,  dear  mother." 


"  Sad  now  and  drear  I*  Oregory'i  borne, 
Foar  planki  of  oak  bli  well-eamed  meed, 
That  yODthi  In  time  may  know  hb  doom, 
ITor  canM  theb  tme  lore'*  heart  to  bleed." 


c.y  Google 


"  Hioi,  Qr^ofy,  now  whUa  Joj  i*  mine. 
Tit  thine  to  moulder  Mid  decay. 
Come,  Jeirtei,  glre  th*  tpftrUlng  wine. 
That  I  may  dug  Ui  Itamid  lay." 

See  Swiecki  Samidu,  Marczynski,  Malte 
Bruii,  and  otber  btstoriana  and  geographers,  that 
treat  of  Poland  and  Podolia. 
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PlOPBIT  VlSNTHOB*. 

Bbtobb  we  come  to  the  eitraordiiuuy  pro- 
phecy of  Vemyhora  conceming  Poland,  it 
may  be  neceBsary  to  funu^  Uie  reader  with  a 
few  partjculars  relative  to  that  mysteriotu  and 
iDterest-excitiDg  personage,  the  Prophet  Ver- 
nyhorb 

Vemyhora  was  bom  at  Makeydany,  a  small 
village  belon^ng  to  iha  illustrious  &mi]y  t^ 
Holorituki  in  the  Utcnune;  while  he  was  yet 
young,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  Polish  Zapo- 
n^oian  Cossacks.  Aft«r  many  years  of  service, 
during  which  be  distiDguished  himself  on  more 
than  one  glorious  occanon  against  the  Tartars, 
Rusuans,  and  Turks,  when  he  had  been  exalted 
to  a  high  degree  of  eminence,  not  only  by  his 
bravery,  but  also  by  the  wisdom  of  his  counsels, 
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whflD  he  bad  risen  to  exalted  fame,  hj  his 
ludeviating  probity,  and  permauve  eloquence, 
he  suddenly  diaappeared,  and  for  a  bng  liine 
it  was  supposed  that  he  had  perished.  After  a 
lengthened  absence  he  returned,  and,  having 
quitted  the  service,  he  established  himself  in 
the  ennrons  of  the  village  of  Korsunskie,  Mlyny 
in  the  Ukraine.  Nomeroos  ore  the  relations 
and  accounts  of  this  mysterious  part  of  his  life; 
some  of  his  biographers  relate  that  having  been 
taken  prisoner  hf  the  Tartars,  he  vas  sold  as 
a  slave  at  Constantino]Je,  and  in  this  state  of 
bondage  passed  through  Arabia,  the  Holy  Land, 
and  Egypt ;  the  some  narraton  affirm,  tliat  he 
by  chance  met  with  a  Turk  to  whom  he  had 
previously  shewn  much  friendship,  and  tbat  the 
Tui^,  having  recognised  him,  procured  him  bis 
liberty,  recommended  him  at  the  court  of  the 
Grand  Signor,  and  supplied  him  with  the  means 
of  returning  to  hia  country.  Others  relate  that 
his  sister,  to  whom  be  was  most  tenderly  and 
affectionately  attached,  had  been  carried  off  by 
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the  Tartars,  and,  that  having  guned  some 
intelligence  of  her,  he  travelled  over  various 
Gonntriea  in  qaest  of  her.  It  is  stated  by 
othera,  that,  in  order  to  expiate  an  oSsnce  of 
which  he  had  been  gmlty,  he  voluntarily  incurred 
a  severe  penance,  and  accordingly  tore  himself 
from  his  native  land.  In  viiatever  way  his 
loi^  absence  may  be  accounted  for,  or  explained, 
it  la  certun  that  Vemyhora  acquired  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  medime,  that  he 
'  &nuliarised  himself  with  the  languages  of  the 
Kaat,  muntained  a  correspondence  with  foreign 
princes,  and  gained  high  reputation  by  his  cures, 
as  well  as  by  his  hospitality,  virtues,  and  [»ety. 
All  the  recesses,  even  of  the  most  unfirequented 
districts  of  the  Ukraine  were  known  to  him. 
Forty  and  one  years  did  he  pass  in  this  strange 
seclusion,  considered  and  venerated  as  a  saint. 
The  strongest  bonds  of  friendship  attached  him 
peculiarly  to  the  ritJzen  Michael  Gtembotzki. 
His  ascendancy  over  the  people  snipassed  all 
belief,  and  he  never  used  it  for  any  but  tiie  best 
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and  most  nrtuam  purposes.  Catherine  die 
second,  Empress  of  Rutma,  deeming  Vemy- 
hora  a  man  capable  of  furthering  her  interests^ 
t«sorted  to  every  means  to  induce  him  to  stir 
np  the  people  of  the  Ukraine,  to  revolt  against 
(be  Polish  loids ;  but  all  her  endeaTOurs  were 
fruitless,  he  rejected  her  ofiers  with  disdain, 
spumed  her  promises,  and  even  rendered  active 
assistance  to  the  confederate  bands  of  Bar, 
whose  object  was  to  strike  a  deatli'4>low  at 
Ruanan  influence  in  Poland,  where,  at  a  subse- 
quent period,  through  the  sticcessful  iotrigues 
of  the  Russian  cabinet,  a  religious  insurrection 
broke  out,  and  by  the  horrible  cnielUes  of 
Gonta,  cast  so  deep  a  gloom  over  the  unfortunate 
reign  of  Stanislaus  Foniatowski,  the  last  King 
of  Poland. 

Vemyhora  was  the  means  of  lesseniDg  the 
number  of  victims,  and  many  a  murderous 
maclunatioa  was  frustrated  by  his  exerticHU. 
In  vain  did  the  Empress  of  Busna  o&r  large 
suiDs  of  money  for  his  head;  he  was  never 


c.y  Google 


NOTES.  SSI 

taken,  and  he  died  a  natural  deatli  in  the  year 
;1769,  in  the  96th  year  of  his  age,  at  the  village 
of  FarchamovlEa,  having  sereral  times  before 
his  death,  pronounced  the  followiog  prophecy : 


PMiPHwn  OF  TBsnrHOXA  oir  PoLurn. 

"  O  Poland,  thou  who  hast  been  during  ui 
centuriea,  the  shield  of  mankind  I  O  poor  and 
unhappy  Poland,  a  sad  destiny  awaits  thee  I 
wide  streams  of  thy  dear  blood,  will  flow  over 
the  four  quarters  of  the  world.  Destruction, 
despur,  and  dark  sorrow  will  overwhelm  in  all 
directions  thy  land  flooded  with  tears.  Three 
foreign  Toltures  will  pounce  on  thee,  will  tear 
thine  entrails  to  pieces,  and  thou  wilt  &11 ;  all 
the  efibrts  of  thy  children  to  defend  thee  will 
be  fruiUesB — thy  present  King,  always  a  vile 
instrument  of  the  Moecovite  Cearine,  will  die 
in  disgrace  in  a  foreign  land.  O  Poland,  thou 
wilt  groan  a  long  time  under  the  fbreigo  yoke  t 
One  part  <^  thy  children  will  weep  captive  in 
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the  eternal  snows,  another  through  Um  Bfflicd<Hi 
of  sacrifices  and  blood,  will  plead  for  mercy  from 
foreign  nations ;  after  a  long  time,  a  giant  in 
the  West  mil  appear,  and  sweet  hope  will 
caress  the  Polish  hearts.  Hie  cluldres  of 
Poland  will  fight  on  the  Polish  soil,  their 
implacable  enemies;  but  the  hope  of  the  insur- 
rection will  disperse  like  a  dream,  althou^ 
those  who  hare  put  their  talons  in  the  Polish 
entrails,  will  avj,  there  is  a  Poland,  tliere  is  a 
Polish  Eagle,  and  weak  and  imbecile  men,  sot 
glad  to  believe  that  'farce,  mil  again  bless  the 
murderers  of  their  country.  But  soon,  a  cmel 
Czar,  stained  mth  the  blood  of  his  subjeote, 
will  occupy  illegally,  as  all  Russian  Czan,  the 
mighty  throne  of  the  Jagellons,  and  will 
trample  under  foot  the  promises  of  his  prede- 
cessors sanctioned  by  England.  The  Polish 
nation  will  rise  proudly  again,  yet,  after  havii^ 
many  times  beaten  the  Colossus  with  its  feet  tji 
clay,  and  bathed  her  arms  in  the  Moscorite 
blood,  she  will  fell  again,  by  tJie  incq»ci^of  her 
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leaders,  b;  her  intemel  diflsemdons,  as  well  as 
hj  treason.*  One  part  of  her  children,  like  the 
young  eagles  after  the  destruction  of  their  nest, 
will  fly  to  other  shores,  and,  either  exiled  or 
captive,  will  drag  on  their  gloomy  hours  in  dread- 
fill  solitude.  While  the  deadly  enemy  of  the  Po- 
lish race  will  take  by  violence  the  babes  from 
the  mothers' breasts,  will  trample  upon  her  lews, 
her  language,  her  religion,  and  will  send  crowds 
of  rictima  to  the  depths  of  Siberia.  Poland, 
wet  with  the  blood  of  her.cbildren,  swelled  with 
the  number  of  their  corpses,  will  auSer  for  a 
long  time  this  faonible  oppression.  Yet,  without 
ever  having  lost  the  secret  hope  of  seeing  again 
the  star  of  her  salvation ;  that  star  will  at  last 
appear.  A  man  like  an  eagle  will  rise  on  the 
anient  soil  of  Sannatia,  and  in  that  tim^ 
England  will  send  troops,  money,  arms,  the 
Turk  will  drink  the  waters  of  the  Horynf  and 
Vistula.     The  Poles  numerous  as  the  trees  of 

•  Oeunl  KrnkowlccU  can  btt  nfel;  edied  a  tnUlor. 
t  If  NM  of  •  Titer  In  TcdhTitis. 
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tfas  lithuaDian  forests,  as  the  gnuns  of  sandi 
on  the  shores  of  the  w(»iderful  Dnieper,  u  the 
wild  herb  in  the  ateppet,  will  rise  like  lioas  to 
fight  with  tbur  oppressors,  yet  more  numerous- 
Mercy  will  be  banished.  After  baring  guned 
the  first,  second,  and  third  victories,  the  Poles 
will  meet  tfaur  oppressors  at  the  fields  of  Stary 
KonstantynoT,  where  the  struggle  will  be  tremen- 
dous tmd  dreadful ;  both  armies  will  fi^t  like 
tigers,  the  roar  of  tbe  cannons,  the  cries  of  the 
wounded  and  the  dying,  with  the  dark  pall 
of  smoke  that  shall  obscure  the  atmospheie, 
will  compass  the  tops  of  tbe  highest  mountains 
in  the  world,  and  will  rise  to  heaTen ;  the  wolves 
mil  fly  from  Iheir  haunts,  the  gorged  seipents 
fmm  thur  black  holes,  and  tbe  winged  denizens 
of  tike  ur  will  swiftly  migrate  from  those  scenes 
of  horror  and  dismay ;  the  Polish  valour,  with 
the  Uiirat  of  Moaoovite  blood,  will  dash  at  last 
the  ranks  of  their  tyrants,  fifteen  miles  will  be 
covered  with  their  slain,  and  Dnieper  red  with 
Moscovite    blood,  will    throw   their   mangled 
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corpeea  to  the  cataracts.  A  British  subject  will 
take  the  Polish  crown,  and  from  the  Black  to 
tin  Baltic  Sea,  from  the  Carpathian  moiutaios, 
to  the  wild  fields  of  the  Ukruiie,*  there  wiU  be 
no  more  the  Russian  or  foreigner  on  the  Polish 
soil,  and  Poland  wide,  extended,  and  powerful, 
will  flourish  from  century  to  century,  from 
from  generation  to  generaUon." 

One  part  of  the  above  prophecy  has  already 
taken  place,  but  who  can  say  whether  the  rest 
will  be  fulfilled.  The  'prophecy  is  very  well 
known  m  the  South  of  Poland^  notwithstanding 
all  the  Roaaan  cares  for  its  suppression.  This 
prophecy  is  severely  forbidden  by  the  Russian 
govenunent.  Whoever  had  it,  always  preserved 
it  in  profound  secrecy.f 

*  Ukraiiw,  or  tlie  Dkialne,  4  piorbiee  In  tbe  Soatb  of 
Poknd. 

4  HIebad  Cnjkowikl,  nepliew  of  Um  edebnted  Colonel 
BotyeU,  In  bb  work  "  UkrtlnUn  Propbet,"  (WIenci 
DkntauU)  bH  pnUiihed  thtj  prophee;,  la  wfalcb  Uier« 
li  mne  tllght  attemthni  from  tke  abota.  I  hats  glTBD  II 
lltanll;  m  It  liknonlB  tbe  Dkrtlna. 
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Lira  ar  StxtJti^va  ZouciiviEi,  tbi  OBLBaKAiu* 

COBQBKOR  OF  THB  CcAM. 

Pag*  173. 
The  man,  ^ose  very  name  still  catUM  all 
Russia  to  blush  and  tremble  ;  dw  hero,  who 
raised  the  splendour  of  the  Polish  amu  to  the 
height  of  the  lofty  Dawalagiii  is  too  deseiriog 
of  national  gratitude,  brings  to  mind  too  many 
glorious  reminiscences}  that  his  ever  memorable 
name  should  not  be  engrafted  in  the  hearts  of 
the  Tuoet  remote  posterity. 

Stanislaus  Zolkiewsld,  bom  at  Tmyuka  in 
^e  year  1547,  was  the  son  of  the  Palatine  of 
the  Russic*  lands,  was  a  member  of  one  of  the 

■  The  word  SMriBMiniiit  be  dMli^mkhad  from  HoMMlti, 
tlM  epithet  ben  do«  net  ipidj  to  anr  pwt  of  Ucaearj  or 
HoMis  ^npl;  M  MUed.  Black  BomU,  White  Itiiwh,  and 
Bad  BomIs  bdongvd,  fram  Uma  IvuMmorial,  to  the  kh^doM 
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most  illustrious  and  most  ancient  fomiliea  in  the 
sooth  of  Poland.  In  the  vernal  seaaoQ  of  his 
life,  Zolkiewsld  on  more  than  one  occasion 
exhibited  those  sparks  of  genius,  that  thirst  of 
glory,  that  passion  for  the  noble  profenion  of 
arms,  which  was  destined  at  a  later  period  to ' 
astonish  the  world,  and  to  open  the  path  which 

«r  PaUmL  The  eoontiT  aimind  Tllabik,  I'olotik,  uid 
MohQeTiOD  tha  bulk*  of  the  Dnieper,  oftlie  higher  Iwnki  of 
DitIdk,  Bt  the  preaent  time  Ineorponted  in  a  great  meainre 
with  the  goremnient  of  Hlpak,  was  called  and  la  itiD  called 
White  Biuala,  Btala  Xm,  on  •ccoont  of  tha  namenu  whltB 
hire*  that  are  met  with  therein,  aa  alio  on  acconnt  of  the 
dreiiii  of  the  aame  eoloar  worn  b;  the  peasant*.  It  It  odc  of 
the  pooKrt  eonntriea  In  all  Barope.  Tlie  coonlr;  between  tba 
Dnlapar  and  the  Prjrpeta  fbrmlngths  ancient  drele  of  Noto- 
grodek,  at  the  present  time  Incoiporated  with  the  goremment 
of  Orodao,  was  fbrmerl;  and  la  ttlU  denominated  BlacK 
Basda,  Czama  Biu,  The  santheni  part  of  llie  ancient  Pala- 
tinate of  Loblln,  the  conntrf  roaod  Chelm,  a  porUon  of 
VoUiTnla,  and  abore  all  the  circle  of  Lntik,  the  coontrj 
roond  Pnemysl  and  HIallci  were  Ibrmerly  called  Tted  Rosela, 
OttrwHa  ItvM.  White  and  Black  BomIb,  at  tbeditmembcr- 
mant  of  Poland  eama  nnder  the  power  of  Bed  Rossla. 
With  r«tpeet  to  Bed  Biula,  tfao  eoil  of  which  Is  extremel; 
ftrtile  and  which  wai  jtrj  ezteoslTe,  this  waa  asdgned  to 
Bd*^  ;  It  wia  only  the  extreme  north  of  this  proTlnee  that 
wai  anoend  to  the  goramment  of  Vothjnbt.  The  territory 
In  the  ODTlroni  of  LobUa  and  Cbelm  bdooged  lately  to  thta 
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would  lead  him  to  immortality.  Nosoonerbad 
mexonble  honour  nuntnoned  to  anna  the  yontli 
of  P(dand,  than  Zolkiewski  at  once  soared  above 
his  comrades ;  erery  step  that  he  adranoed  waa 
a  triumph,  and  he  became  the  dieriahed 
favourite  of  ennobling  bme.  As  the  history  of 
his  life  is  well  known  in  Folaud  and  Russia,  I 

Ungdom  «f  PoIuhI  u  ett>bli*hed  by  Om  Congmacrf  Ttonn*. 
AU  the  nst  wu  placed  under  the  doBlnion  of  AoetrU,  to- 
feUwwlththecaidalofBedBiwlm  Leo|iol,iit  PoliibXwi, 
til  Ocnuii  I«Bb«Tg,  now  the  e^tal  of  OallieU,  tluU  li.cifall 
tha  AntriiD  portion  of  Pokad.  m*  town  wm  not  onlj  tlie 
iadtnt  e^Ital  of  Bed  Bawlft  bnt  of  an  Um  BoMle  tanitorleo. 
Thwe  BoMie  tenitorieo  (we  Tentare  c^Mm  tbe  om  of  tUa 
^thetforthe  ukeof  dktinetkia)  oomptriieBded  Marlj  a 
ttdrdpartoftlMUiigdam.oBibnwiiif  die  wbob  extent  of  the 
HMtb  of  FotaDd,  that  li,  «f  the  Ukraine,  Fodolla,  TolhTola 
and  Bad  BoHta.  lUi  latttr  ww  rabd  in  the  lUrtecDth 
eentoi;  bjaUng,  theonlyBaaflaUtig,  DaaU,«boiB*aded 
tbeeoontiy  at  the  head  of  a  Tartar  (biea  wUeh  eonnltted 
dnadlhl  dnaatatlon.  Cadnilr  tbe  Orcat  KtuimUr  WWU 
In  tbe  jeer  IMS,  ineorporatad  Bod  BoMla  wltb  Poland,  and 
dlrided  It  Into  PalatlaaUa ;  It  fonoad  a  part  of  Poland  br  tbe 
qmce  of  440  Teara,  that  la,  tm  the  final  dbmeBbemant  of 
thli  eeontiT.  AnlndlTtdBaldaiadto  write  In  the  Britlah  and 
Foreign  Berlnr,  eapedallj  detotad  to  the  PoUA  ennafcthatfte 
pMflnen  In  qooatlon  ecght  to  belong  to  Bniala;  tUialngBlar 
aMHTtlaa  can  In  no  wlae  altar  thatrntfa,  baaadaalt  bon  hla- 
dabacdatdrinaoBtniTertlUa.    PeUttbaOnat 
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ahall  confina  myself  to  giTing  a  tketch  of  his 
glorious  feats  in  armft,  avoiduig  the  detuK 
vhid)  woold  lead  to  descripUona,  onqaestionably 
r^ste  with  intereBt ;  bat  which  would  oblige  me 
to  exceed  the  bounds  I  have  prescribed  myself. 
At  the  sege  of  Dantzig  in  the  commence- 
ment of  the  reign  of  Stephen  Batory,  Zolkiewski 

wu  tbe  flnt  who  took  the  tlUa  of  EmpwororalllhelUMlH. 
1U>  tltli  ti  ittther  politic  utd  Ima^nary  tbui  real,  tn  u 
much  M  the  latt  King  of  Poknd,  gtauiilmiu  Poniatowtld, — 
thtX  cRkmlaBte  poppet  totter  HJenlmted  to  flgnn  In  a  taTwn 
than  on  the  tliione  of  &  great  nation  j — that  vile  tool  of  the 
Banian  Cablntt,  who  ligned  the  dlimembennant  of  hti  own 
kingdom,  and  qnintlr  allowed  the  Benaton  of  the  Dlat  of 
Qrodno  to  be  carried  awaj  b;  fbree ;  an  act  of  complaiwnee, 
which,  after  hit  abdication,  appeared  to  have  gained  for  him 
apronptpaMport  Into  the  other  world,  bore  the  tttleof  Sli« 
of  Poland,  Orand-Snke  of  Uthnaala,  Grand  Botde  Dnke. 
It  h  to  be  regretted  that  there  li  no  dlfibrenee  In  Engllih,  ai 
In  PoUah  M  Aeneh,  between  SvM  and  Soi^ld,  Btmim 
and  Ahiw,  BAa  and  Boaja,  RiuH  et  terree  StutUimti.  Many 
lilitorfcal  error*  wonld  hare  been  afdded.  We  have  pre- 
inmad  to  nte  the  epithet  BoMte  to  mark  a  diitlnetlou  ao 
Imparattrelj  necetaary.  Under  the  denomlnaUon  of  the 
woid  Rum,  the  Polea  audentand  and  eonilder  Red  Bniila, 
Volhjnla,  FodoUa,  and  the  Ukraine  of  the  right  buk  of 
Dnieper.  AD  the  Bualcterritorle*  belonged  to  Little  Poland, 
Halo  Pokka,  the  moit  extended  prorlnce  of  the  anelmt 
Pdand. 
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•ppean  to  claim  for  the  first  tiine  the  seiioUB 
attODtioQ  of  the  historian :  the  youthful  hen> 
was  then  commanding,  under  the  orden  (tf 
Zamoydd,  a  fine  squadron  of  cavalry,  he  dis- 
tinguidied  himself  hefore  the  whole  army,  and 
contributed  by  the  excellent  diaposal  of  his 
troop  and  by  impetaoos  charges  to  rout  and 
almost  annihilate  the  forces  of  the  beaeged, 
which  was  one  of  the  principal  c&uses  of  'Ae 
aubmiflsion  of  thia  town  to  its  lawful  aoreieign. 

Soon  after,  when  Ivan  Waulevitch  II.  Czar  of 
Moscovy,*  in  comparison  with  whom  Nero  might 
be  termed  the  delight  of  manldod,  wishing  to 
take  advantage  of  the  rercdt  of  Dantog,  Uiat 
was  not  yet  completely  quelled,  invaded,  in  pn>- 
fousd  peace,  without  any  pieviooa  declaration 
of  war,  at  the  head  of  a  formidable  army,  the 
whole  of  livonia,  in  which  he  committed  in* 
credible  atrocities,  and  by  his  perfidy  piovoked 
the  just  indignation    of  the    Great    Ste|Aen 

■  It  wM  In  the  Tclgn  of  Itm  WidlcHtoh  that  Baglud 
flnt  not  u  AmbuMdoT  to  H0MOT7. 
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Bfttor;,  yrho  drove  Um  from  that  province,  cut 
Ha  forces  to  [Meces,  captured  manj  towns,  and 
made  him  feel  the  weight  of  his  terrible 
Tengeaoce  even  to  the  Toiy  walls  of  Moscow. 
Zolkiewsld  shared  in  nearly  all  the  brilliant 
triumphs  of  the  celebiated  Zomoyski,  and  the 
tvo  Princes  Radziwill.  Sometimes  heading  the 
columns  of  Hungarian  in&ntry  together  with 
Beldesch,  sometimes  rushing  into  the  greatest 
of  dangers  as  he  led  on  hia  •invincible  cavalry ; 
he  took  more  than  one  town,  guned  more  than 
one  battle  not  only  by  his  heroic  valour,  but 
also  by  the  boldness  of  his  plans,  which  gave 
evidence  of  his  great  military  talents.  Already 
honoured  with  the  favour  of  his  warlike  Sove- 
reign, he  soon  gEuned  his  confidence  to  such  a 
d^ree,  that  he  attached  him  to  bis  person, 
entrusted  him  with  the  most  important  secrets ; 
and  at  length  promoted  him,  by  the  advice  of 
Zamoyski,  to  the  rank  of  commander  of  a  corps. 
When  the  suspicious  Nero  of  the  north,  Ivan 
Wasilevitch  the  Cruel,  under  pretext  of  placing 
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ttimself  and  bis  subjects  under  the  donrinion  (;£ 
tbe  Papal  cburch,  through  the  intercesmon  of 
the  Jesuit  PoBsevina,  sent  hj  Pope  Gregory 
VIII^  succeeded  in  appeasing  tbe  wrath  of  the 
conqueror  hj  a  dii^raceful  peace,  Zolkiewski, 
covered  with  fresh  laurels,  enjoying  tbe  fovtmr 
of  his  Commander  in  Chief,  and  hoaoured  with 
courtly  approbatbn,  retired  into  his  country. 

Zolkiewski  was  present  at  the  sjJendid  cere- 
monies  that  graced  the  nuptials  of  Griselda 
Batory,  espoused  by  Zamoyski,  to  whom  King 
Stephen  offered  his  own  niece  in  marriage,  in 
order  to  strengthen  by  affinity  the  ties  of  friend- 
ship,  by  which  these  two  great  warriors  were 
united.  The  young  hero  was  then  so  exceed- 
ingly beautiful  in  person,  that  is  a  theatrical 
representation,  wUcb  was  enacted  by  a  company 
of  amateurs,  he  took  the  part  of  Diana,  goddess 
of  hooting.  All  the  historians  make  mention 
t^  this  circumstance,  as  affinding  a  proof  that 
tbe  handsomest  females  did  not  sorpass  him  in 
beauty.    Some  writers  pretend  that  dorii^  the 
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^ngauacy  of  his  mother,  his  father  caused  to 
be  brought  from  Ita];,  a  splendid  full-length 
portrmt  of  a  man  in  the  natuial  size,  and  distin- 
guished by  the  most  striking  symmetry  of  form 
and  features,  and  placed  it  oppoute  the  nuptial 
couch,  in  order  that  bis  spouse,  constantiy  fixing 
her  eyes  upon  tins  master-piece  of  the  pictorial 
art,  might  produce  an  t^bpring  equal  to  his 
wishes. 

After  the  death  <^  King  Stephen  Batory, 
when  the  Archduke  Maximilian  of  Austria,  was 
resolved  to  take  poseesnon  of  the  crown  of 
Poland  by  force  of  arms,  at  the  battle  of  Byczyna, 
Zolkiewski,  commanding  the  left  wing  of  the 
Pdish  army  under  Zamoyski,  manceuvred  so 
well,  that  be  made  a  most  seascHiable  attack 
upon  the  enemy's  wing  that  was  exposed  to 
him,  and  completely  dispersed  it.  Tbis  impor- 
tant victory,  wtuch  he  thus  powerfully  contri- 
buted to  gun,  after  Maximilian  was  taken  pri- 
soner, secured  the  throne  to  ^^smund  III. 
This  event  was  followed  in  length  of  time  by 
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conaeqnencee  ihai  were  rather  unfavourable  ttian 
adrantageouB  to  Poland,  In  thiE  battle,  Zol- 
Ipewski  received  on  ihe  light  kuae  a  dangerous 
wound,  which  lamed  him  for  life.  King  Sigis- 
mund,  desirous  of  recompensing  the  talents  of 
the  warrior,  ^ipoiuted  him  Vice-Grand-Con- 
stabU  of  the  crown.  Id  the  year  1696,  when 
the  fint  revolt  of  the  Cossacks,  menaced  not 
only  the  two  Ukraines,  but  also  the  whole  of  the 
south  of  Poland,  Zolkiewski,  notwithstan^pg 
the  disproportioD  of  his  forces,  marched  agunst 
them,  came  up' with  them  near  Bialoceikiew, 
caused  a  dreadful  carnage  amongst  them,  then 
crossed  the  Dnieper,  and  fought  a  second  batde 
at  Lubny.  The  barbarous  hordes,  strong  1^ 
their  numbers,  and  commanded  by  experienced 
chieb,  defended  themselves  with  the  most  deter- 
mined obstinacy.  The  furious  charges  of  the 
heavy  cavalry  of  the  Poles,'  whicb'lio  force  till 
'that  time  had  been  able  fo  resist,  and  the  skilful 
use  of  the  artillery,  which  opened  wide  gaps  of 
danghter  in  the  ranks  of  the  Coisacks,  at  length 
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decided  die  (ate  of  the  da^.  All  the  cannon, 
ammunition,  baggage,  with  the  military  diest, 
and  various  banners,  were  the  trophies  of  the 
Qinqueror.  Zolkievski,  hastening  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  victory  did  not  allow  a  moment's 
repose  to  the  Cossacks ;  night  and  day  he  pursued 
them,  separated  and  beat  their  corps  one  after 
tiie  other ;  then  as  be  possessed  the  rare  talent 
ot  concentrating  his  masses,  he  gave  proper  in- 
stnictiooa  to  Potocki  and  Strus,  calculating  day 
by  day,  and  almost  hour  by  hour,  the  ^stance 
they  could  march,  he  effected  a  junction  with 
his  two  famous  lieutenants,  at  a  point  deng- 
nated  beforehand.  Hemming  in  on  all  ndes 
the  principal  part  of  the  remnant  of  the  Cossack 
army,  he  contrived  by  his  admirable  manoeu- 
vres,  to  involve  them  in  a  position,  whence 
retreat  was  impossible,  and  where*  despite  their 
numbers  and  valour,  they  could  not  well  defend 
themselves.  During  the  space  of  three  days, 
the  Polish  artillery,  skilfoUy  directed  at  point- 
blank  distance,    from  two  eminences  on  the 
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appoate  ode  of  a  river,  caiued  dreadfiil  sUagfater 
in  the  ranks  of  this  wild  soldiery,  so  that  they 
were  constrained  to  implore  the  mercy  <tf  the 
conqueror.  Zolkiewski  took  poesesaion  of  tlieir 
arms  and  baggage.  Their  chie&  Nalevayko  and 
Pawlnk,  fell  into  his  hands,  and  were  sent  to  War- 
saw, where  tbey  were  tried,  condemned  to  death, 
and  ezecnted ;  then  after  he  had  granted  an 
amnesty  to  the  test,  he  terminated  this  wondeiAil 
campaign,  by  the  pacification  of  the  Ukrune, 
which  continued  undisturbed  for  Qftj  years. 

Zolkiewski  had  enjoyed  repose  but  a  few  years, 
when  in  1600,  the  breaking  out  of  the  terrible 
Livonian  war,  summoned  him  to  gather  &esh 
laurels.  Zamoyski,  besieging  the  important 
fortress  of  Veissenchtein,  baviug  learned  iSiat 
Reinhold  Amep,  a  Swedish  General,  was  col- 
lecting a  formidable  force  near  Revel,  in  order 
to  raise  tbe  aef^,  sent  Zolkiewski  to  engage  in 
battle  with  him.  Notwithstanding  the  energetic 
measures  adopted  by  the  latter,  to  come  up  with 
him  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  he  found  the 
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enemj  drawn  op  in  battk  amy.  To  deploy 
his  forces,  to  give  proper  oidera  for  die  attack, 
to  take  advantage  of  the  localitj',  was  to  Zol- 
kiewski  but  the  worit  of  a  few  minutes.  For 
three  hours  the  acdon  was  serere  and  bloody, 
and  victory  uncertain. 

IliB  Swedish  infantry  constantly  repulsed  the  ' 
attacks  of  the  Polish  lancen.  It  was  only  when 
ZoUdewski,  by  a  final  and  most  determined 
effort,  broke  one  of  the  enemy's  wings,  and 
despatched  some  light  troops  to  attack  it  in  the 
rear, — that  the  columns  gave  way,  were  thrown 
into  disorder  and  annihilated. 

Amep  was  slain  by  a  hostile  lance,  and  the 
Swedes,  although  far  more  numerous  than  the 
Poles,  lost  all  their  artillery,  banners,  and  bag- 
gage. The  taking  of  Veisseachtein  was  the 
result  of  this  ragnal  victory. 

At  a  subsequent  period,  when  the  revolt  of 
Zebrzydowski  was  about  to  plunge  Poland  into 
an  lateetine  war,  Zolkiewski,  by  his  inviolable 
fidelity  to  his  King  and  country,  gave  a  complete 
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denial  ta  the  calumnies  which  were  heaped  upon 
him,  for  be  was  alanderously  accused  of  paitid'- 
poting  in  the  rash  projects  of  his  cousin,  the 
chief  of  the  insurgents. 

The  victory  of  Guzow  was  a  deatli-blow  to 
Um  rebeb,  and  cut  off  all  their  hopes  of  success ; 
it  was  gained  by  the  excellent  tactics  of  Zol- 
kiewslu,  seconded  by  Charles  Chodkievicz,  and 
other  generals  under  his  orders. 

An  (^tportunity  soon  occurred,  which  was  calcu- 
lated tocall  forth  tbeexertioa  irf* his  talents,  to  niae 
the  Polish  arms  to  a  high  {Htch  of  glory,  and  to 
leare  to  future  generations  a  debt  of  gratitude. 

In  1610,  after  the  tme  Demetrius,  the  blse 
one  subjected  through  the  victories  of  SB[neha, 
neaHy  the  whole  of  Rusaa,  that  had  been  torn 
for  some  time  by  intestine  dissensions;  but  as 
the  fortunate  adventurer  did  not  possess  soffideat 
firmness  or  atnlity,  to  attach  himself  to  a  bril- 
liant fortune,  which  lay  smiling  within  his  readi, 
and  appeared  willing  to  load  him  with  its  &Toar, 
Zolkiewski,  wbo  was  invested  with  the  dignity 
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of  Qrand  Constable*  of  the  crown,  after  tfae 
death  of  Zamoyski,  accompuiied  King  Si^s- 
mund,  with  unlimited  powers,  in  the  Moscovite 
war ;  which,  from  a  consideratbn  .of  tfae  circum- 
stances, warranted  the  hope,  that  the  invanon 
of  Livonia  by  Ivan  Wadlevitch  II.  might  be 
avenged,  and  that  the  strong  fortresB  of  Smo- 
lensk, which  had  bean  lost  by  the  treachery  of 
Glinski,  might  be  retaken. 

It  was  very  painfol  for  a  great  captain  like 
Zolkiewski,  to  look  tamely  opon  the  constant 
series  of  errors  committed  by  the  King,  who, 
listening  to  the  bad  comisels  of  the  Jesuits  and 
his  courders,  instead  of  striking  a  decisive  blow 
by  advancing  upon  Moscow,  persisted  in  losing 
much  valuable  time  at  Use  siege  of  Smolensk,  a 
fonoidable  forbvss,  abundantly  supplied  with 
arms,  ammnnirion,  proviuons  and  men,  defended 
both  by  art  and  nature,  and  commanded  by 
Sehin,  a  man  of  determined  bravery, 

*  GnDd  CoutaUa  of  Iba  Crown  In  Pollth  mMni  Uctmui 
WMU  EoTMUij,anndCoiM(abl«  orUlhatnl*  HeUnvi  Wielkt 
Litemkl, 
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It  waa  the  mora  punlul  to  the  Poliah  hero  to 
be  BQ  e^re-witDBSB  of  these  half-measores,  these 
tSUj  vacillations,  as  they  resulted  &om  his  own 
eoimtiymen,  whcs  having  sncceeded  hj  dint  of 
intrigues,  in  gaining  a  great  aaoendancy  over 
the  weak  mind  of  the  sovereign,  jetJous  also  of 
the  renown  and  military  talents  of  Zolkiewski, 
appeared  ansioos  to  deprive  him  td  every  opp4sr- 
tunity  of  eclipsing  them  all,  and  of  again  reaping 
an  am|de  harvest  of  glory. 

The  impolitic  conduct  of  Sigismund,  in  d^ 
taclung  Sapieha  £rom  the  party  of  die  Cake 
Demetrius,  who,  by  the  help  of  this  &med  and 
terrible  partisan,  was  on  the  very  pcnnt  of  making 
himself  master  of  the  <nty,  strengthened,  instead 
of  injuring,  the  cause  of  the  Cur  Sxnyski,  and 
had  neariy  coat  him  dear.  Ilie  tnx^  of 
SajHeha  had  no  sooner  retired  from  the  [Hozimi^ 
of  Moscow,  to  reinforce  the  King's  troops  at 
Smolensk,  when  Demetrius  foil  back  upon 
Potonga,  and  Szuyski,  suddenly  leleased  from 
the  annoying  presence  of  the  remainder  of  the 
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Preteoder'B  troops,  surrounded  sever&I  places 
that  were  occupied  by  the  Poles  under  Qaai- 
ewski,  and  collected  a  formidable  force  to  raise 
the  uege  of  that  important  city.  It  was  then 
that  Sigismund,  menaced  with  great  danger, 
detached  a  part  of  his  forces,  and  ordered  Zot- 
kiewski,  at  the  head  of  three  thousand  men 
d'^te,  and  two  regiments  of  Polish  Cossacks, 
under  Iwaszyna  and  Piaskowski,  to  engage  the 
whole  Moacovite  army.  Szuyski,  the  Czar's 
brother,  was  already  at  Mozaysk,  where  he  was 
waiting  for  some  Swedish  reinforcements,  and 
whence  he  despatched  a  ran-guard  of  ten  thou- 
sand men,  under  the  command  of  Prince  Jeletz- 
koy  and  Gregory  Wolkow,  to  Carowe  Zavische, 
to  arrest  provisionally,  by  the  protecUon  of  this 
town,  the  progress  of  the  Poles  commanded  by 
Zolkiewski,  who  was  marching  in  this  direction, 
and  whose  very  name  inspired  terror.  Zol- 
kiewski, apprised  of  Szuyski's  projects,  resolved 
to  anticipate  the  junction  of  the  two  armies,  and 
advanced  wit^  forced  marches,  to  attack  the 
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f«mer  of  tbem  separately.  There  was  but  one 
h^  road  to  Corowe  Zavische ;  it  was  a  broad 
and  immense  dyke,  with  sereral  bridges  thrown 
over  it.  The  enemy,  suspecting  the  arrival  of 
the  Pole^  broke  down  the  prindpal  bridge, 
and  posted  a  numerous  body  of  in&ntry  in  the 
lateral  ditches  of  the  dyke,  and  eq>ecially  near 
the  bridge.  Zolkiewski  was  too  skilful  a 
captain  to  bll  into  this  snare,  and  he  conse- 
quently ordered  two  regiments  of  caralry  to 
alight  from  their  hones,  and  advance  tiirongfa 
the  bushes,  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road, 
osrefdlly  ezaroioing  the  ground  near  the  bridges, 
while  he  himself  marched  more  slowly,  in  order 
to  give  the  iclaireurt  time  to  discharge  their 
duty  futhfiiUy.  Ere  long,  the  impatient  Mos- 
covites  began  to  shew  diemselves ;  being  sud- 
denly attacked  on  both  sides  at  once,  they  main- 
tained a  heavy  fire  of  musketry.  Zolkiewski 
pushed  on  a  part  of  his  infantry,  to  attack  them 
in  front,  and  having  found  a  favourable  spot, 
mounted  the  dyke  with  his  cavalry  and  the  re- 
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mainder  of  his  force.  The  Moscovites  were 
dispersed,  the  bridge  rebuilt,  and  the  enemy 
pUTBued.  At  the  first  sound  of  the  cannons, 
Wolkow  made  a  sortie  from  the  fort,  at  the  head 
of  three  thouiand  soldiers  to  restore  the  battle, 
but  his  men  being  cut  to  pieces  in  a  few  hours, 
he  took  refuge  with  the  remnant  of  his  troops 
in  the  town. 

The  Grand  Constable,  having  passed  along 
the  dyke,  took  up  a  position  on  the  high  road  to 
Mozaysk.  The  reinforcements  expected  by 
Wolkow,  were  to  arriTe  this  way,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Szuyski,  Zolkiewski,  having  no  siege- 
artillery,  closely  invest«d  Corowe  Zaviscbe,  and 
surrounded  it  with  two  rows  of  small  forts, 
hastily  built  by  the  whole  army.  All  commu- 
nication was  thus  cut  off,  and  the  besieged  were 
under  the  necessity  of  losing  many  men  every 
day,  in  order  to  procure  water  and  provisions 
for  the  garrison. 

After  tins  victory,  two  regiments  under  Zbo- 

rowski,  a  partisan  of  the  Pretender,  which  Zol- 

N  3 


c.y  Google 


374  HOTZ0. 

kiewski  had  previously  attempted  in  vain  to 
persuade  to  join  lum,  placed  thenuelTes  toIuo- 
tarily  under  his  orders.  Zolkiewdu,  being  reiii- 
forced  by  these  tiro  n^iments,  wa>  apprised  that 
Szuyi^  had  already  e^cted  a  junction  with  the 
Swedes,  and  was  preparing  to  attack  lum,  re- 
solved to  be  beforehand  with  him ;  wishing, 
however,  to  discover  how  his  officers  were  dis- 
posed towards  him,  he  called  a  coundl  of  war, 
and  communicated  to  them  the  dangers  iriiich 
awfuted  them  ;  their  opinions  were  various,  and 
the  Polish  Oeoeral  dismissed  them,  without 
having  declared  his  own ;  at  night-hU,  not  to 
awaken  the  enemy's  attention,  he  entrosted 
Bobowski  with  the  conduct  of  the  siege,  leaving 
him  a  small  body  of  in&ntry,  700  horse,  and 
some  Cossacks ;  he  then  sent  a  written  order  to 
ail  the  subalterns,  to  commence  their  march 
with  the  utmost  precautitm.  At  the  head  of 
6,800  men  d'ilite,  he  advanced  to  combat  the 
numerous  columns  under  the  command  of  Smydii. 
After  a  pwnful  and  fatiguing  maidi,  he  sw^ 
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oeeded  in  approaching  very  near  to  the  unwaiy 
trawnaj,  who,  faeedlesB  of  danger,  were  qaietly 
birooackiog  near  Kluczyn,  betweeo  two  villages, 
io  a  stKHig  poaiUon :  behind  the  villages  there 
wat  a  thick  wood,  and  in  front  of  them  fields, 
intenected  hj  hedges. 

The  enemy's  army  was  composed  of  forty- 
flight  thousand  Moscovites  under  Szuyaki,  and 
other  Generals;  6000  Swedes,  who  bad  recently 
arrived  and  were  headed  by  Edward  Horn, 
together  with  3000  foreign  troops  under  IHerre 
de  la  Ville,  with  a  numerous  train  of  artillery. 

The  Orand-Constable  traversed  an  immense 
forest  in  the  middle  (^  the  night,  and  would 
have  immediately  chastised  them  for  their  want 
of  vii^lance ;  but  as  neither  his  infantry  nor 
feeble  artillery  had  come  up,  but  was  still  in  the 
forest,  be  was  willing  to  wait.  Perceiving,  how* 
ever^  that  with  all  his  precaution  the  enemy 
might  take  alarm,  he  no  longer  delayed  the 
attack.  The  flames  of  the  two  villages  which  he 
had  purposely  set  on  fire  to  increase  the  confusion, 
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was  the  aignal  of  his  presence.  The  hostile 
troops  b^an  to  form  on  the  hills,  bristling  inth 
cannon ;  the  right  mng  was  composed  of  the 
Moscontes,  the  left  counsted  of  Swedes  and 
other. foreigners.  Zolkiewski  also  put  his  ann; 
in  array  '■  confiding  the  right  wing  to  the  coDi- 
mand  of  2^rowski ;  the  reserve  was  composed 
of  the  raiments  of  Kazaoowski  and  Vejer,  the 
left  wing  with  the  numeroas  reinforcements 
consisted  of  the  £lite  troops,  while  the  centre, 
wluch  formed  the  remainder  of  the  army,  was 
drawn  up  e»  icKgxaer:  four  hundred  Cos- 
sack of  Prince  Zbaiawski's  Foments  occu[ued 
the  extreme  left,  which  was  exposed  to  the 
greatest  danger. 

A  few  minutes  after,  the  prietAB  in  their 
■acredotal  robes,  presented  themselves  before 
the  line  of  battle,  and  on  their  knees,  before  the 
all-powerful  God,  sung  in  chorus  with  tbe  army 
the  saciedhyma  Boga  Bodzicot  which  tbe  Pole* 
were  always  accustomed  to  ring  just  before  they 
conuneoced  tbe  battle.    It  was  a  noble  and  lub- 
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lime  apectaclfl  to  contemplate  so  many  veteran 
warriors,  kneeling  before  the  God  of  battles  and 
preparing  themselres  with  calmness  and  rerig- 
nation  to  proceed  through  the  path  of  death  to 
glory.  The  profoundest  ulence  succeeded,  and 
Zolkiewski,  rendered  illustrious  by  fifty  victories, 
harangued  the  army.  Ilie  trumpets  sounded, 
the  drums  beat  tlie  charge,  load  acclamations 
rose  to  heaven,  the  echoes  were  repeated  along 
the  hills  and  the  forests  till  they  died  away  slowly 
in  the  distance. 

The  Grand -Constable,  Satisfied  with  the  spirit 
of  his  troops,  desirous  of  taking  advantage  of 
the'  impulse  by  which  they  Were  animated,  and 
of  allowing  no  time  for  the  Russians  to  recover 
from  their  sudden  alarm,  ordered  two  regiments 
of  Zborowski's  to  &11  upon  the  masses  of  the 
Moscovite  cavalry. 

Tlie  terrific  forests  of  lances  penetrated  the 
oeotre,  overthrew  the  first  and  second  line  of 
the  Moscovitee,  and  was  about  to  break  through 
the  third,  when  a  body  of  Swedes  came  up  to 
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tlwir  support  and  restored  the  bottle.  The 
asulanta  vere  charged  in  their  turn  and  thai 
tune  was  allowed  for  the  fiigidvea  to  return ; 
but  Zborowaki  rallied  his  caralry  in  the  mfilee, 
and  hia  murderous  lancea  agun  bore  down  every 
obstacle.  Long  did  the  cries  of  the  wounded, 
the  groans  of  the  dying  and  the  appalUng  roar 
of  the  cannon,  together  with  the  thidc  wreaths 
of  smoke  and  dust,  prevent  the  Polish  hero 
Erom  perceiviog  on  which  ride  victory  incUned : 
at  times  the  white  eagle  alternately  appearing 
as  the  rays  of  the  riring  sun  fell  upon  it,  and 
then  disappearing  from  view,  shewed  that  the 
enemy  were  flying  before  it.  In  the  mean  time 
the  Grand-Constable,  attentive  to  all  that  was 
passing,  sent  succour  to  Zborowski.  Tlie 
battle  was  maintained  on  both  sides  witii  extreme 
obstinacy:  after  eight  charges,  the  lances  were 
all  shivered,  and  the  sword  was  dealing  forth 
destruction ;  some  fresh  columns  of  Swedish 
dragoons,  after  having  discharged  their  fire- 
arms, were  so  body  pursued  that  having  time 
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nutter  to  nXly  nor  to  ralosd  their  pieces, 
thej  turned  round  and  galloped  away  through 
Ae  ranks  of  Moscoyite  iofuitry.  Zolkiewski, 
tmioiu  to  take  adnmtage  of  the  disorder  thus 
DoeaafMwd,  commanded  three  chosen  regiments 
of  cavalry  to  attack  the  Moecovites  in  flank, 
while  his  infantry  rushed  with  the  greatest  im- 
petuodty  upon  that  of  the  enemy,  and  increased 
the  disorder  to  such  a  degree  that  the  ri^t  wing 
of  the  Moscovites  began  to  g^re  way,  and,  b^ng 
soon  broken,  fled  with  precipitation  to  the  camp, 
at  wlucb  the  Poles  aniTed  at  the  same  time, 
after  having  pursued  the  fiigitives  for  the  space 
of  two  hours ;  but  on  their  return  they  were  not 
a  little  Burprised  when  tbey  saw  the  Swedes  still 
unbroken,  figfatiDg  with  a  determined  spirit  and 
killing  Rumbers  of  the  Poles  tlirongh  the  many 
hedges  by  which  they  were  defended,  and  that 
Szuyski  baring  halted  in  the  camp  with  eighteen 
pieces  of  cannoo  and  a  strong  body  of  infantry, 
did  not  desinir  to  wrest  the  victory  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Polos.    At  ttus  moment,  by  good 
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fortune,  the  remainder  of  the  PoliBh  in&ntrjr, 
with  some  portioB  of  the  artillery,  wtdch  in  con- 
sequence of  the  badness  of  the  road  hod  been 
greatly  retarded,  were  seen  issiung  from  the 
forest.  The  Grand-Constable  immediately 
placed  these  cannons  in  battery  upon  a  small 
eminence  and  began  to  sweep  down  the  Mosco- 
Tites  and  Swedes ;  afterwards,  observing  that  the 
enemy  were  wavering,  he  ordered  a  thousand 
fbot>4oldier8  to  advance  through  the  bushes 
aguost  the  left  wing,  and  despatched  the  half 
of  his  reserve  to  attack  the  centre,  which  then 
formed  the  right  wing — nothing  could  resist  this 
monng  rampart  of  steel ;  tbeir  caimon  were 
taken  and  for  the  second  time  the  bbiscovites 
werebndten,  routed,  and  put  to  flight. 

During  this  time,  Zolkiews^,  fearing  the 
Swedes,  directed  all  his  effiirts  against  the  left 
wing,  but  was  unable  to  break  it  The  Swedes 
bong  attacked  on  both  ades,  made  the  most 
ngorous  d^ence,  and  it  was  only  when  the 
FoUsfa  army  had  struck  down  in  many  plaees 
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the  hedges  which  covered  their  position,  that 
they  yielded  at  discretion.  A  part  of  this  corps, 
composed  not  only  of  Swedes,  but  of  other 
foreigners,  entered  the  Polish  sierrice. 

This  sanguinary  and  obstinate  conflict  bad 
been  but  just  concluded,  when  an  unknown 
army  was  seen  advancing,  drawn  up  in  battle 
array.  It  was  the  Aigitives  that  had  rallied  in 
the  forest,  who  were  anxious  to  retrieve  their 
tost  honour  by  the  chance  of  another  battle,  but 
they  BTiived  too  late,  AU  the  efibrts  of  Pontus^ 
the  general  of  the  Swedes,  to  rekindle  the 
ardour  of  his  conquered  soldiers  completely 
failed ;  they  were  again  charged  and  dispersed. 
The  hostile  chieb,  fearing  too  close  a  pursuit, 
threw  away  in  the  path  of  the  pursuers,  vessels 
of  silver  and  gold,  rings,  and  difierent  articles 
of  value,  OS  well  as  two  chests  of  specie.  This 
extraordinary  stratagem  was  successful,  the 
purauers  were  arrested  by  the  »ght  of  so  rich 
a  spoil  scattered  on  the  ground  before  them, 
and  alighted  from  their  horses  to  take  poesesrion 
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of  these  treaEures,  instead  of  exterminating  the 
remoaiit  of  the  Moscorite  host,  which  reached 
a  forest.  Ten  thousand  prisoners,  tlurty  pieces  of 
cannon,  forty-^igfat  standards,  all  Ute  ammunitioii, 
mititary  chests  and  ba^;age,  with  three  thou- 
sand Swedes,  and  6fteen  thousand  Muscovites 
left  dead  upon  tlie  field  were  the  fruits  of  the 
^oriouB  victory  of  Kluzyn,  whidi  was  guned 
on  the  6th  of  July,  1610,  with  seven  thousand 
men  against  fifty  thousand.  It  was  a  death- 
blow to  the  party  of  Szuyski,  and  gave  immortal 
glory  to  the  Polish  warrior.  Zolkiewski,  aware 
that  it  was  the  part  of  a  good  general,  not  only 
to  conquer,  but  to  take  advantage  of  the  victory, 
returned  the  same  day  to  Carawe  Zavischs, 
^splayed  to  Wolkow  the  generals  he  had  taken 
prisoner,  and  induced  him  to  surrender  that 
fortress :  then,  after  having  gathered  ti^ther 
10,000  men,  he  advanced  with  forced  marches 
towards  Moscow,  procluming  on  lus  way  that 
he  was  proceecUng  thither  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
effiuion  of  blood  ;  offering  Ladislaus  the  son  of 
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K^smund  u  Czar  of  Moscovy,  taking  poe- 
sesaion  of  Bflveral  important  towns,  and  increas- 
ing the  number  of  hi*  partisans  in  his  progress. 
On  the  3rd  of  August,  he  appeared  before  the 
walls  of  Moscow,  ere  it  was  prepared  for  its 
defence.  The  supersititious  pet^e,  terrified 
by  the  reality  of  so  many  disasters,  believing 
liiat  the  eril  star  of  Szuyski  was  the  cause  of 
diem,  deposed  him,  and  gaYe  him  up,  tcgether 
with  his  two  brothers,  to  Zolkiewski,  Innding 
themselves  by  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  Ladislaus 
the  son  of  Sigismmid  III.,  the  King  of  Poland, 
whom  they  elected  Czar  of  Moecovy,  caused 
his  image  to  be  stamped  upon  several  gold  and 
silver  peces,  and  opened  the  gates  to  the 
conqueror.  But  the  weakness,  and  vacillation 
of  Sigismund,  as  well  as  the  jealousy  of  the 
grandees,  prevented  him  from  reaping  the 
fruits  of  this  important  conquest.  Ladislaus 
did  not  arrive,  he  was  even  detaiued  near  the 
King's  person.  Zolkiewski,  afier  having  estab- 
lished order  in  the  city,  and  adopted  every 
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necessary  measure  for  the  security  of  his  troopSi 
after  having  Tnamtaioed  and  recommended  the 
sererest  discipline,  after  having  gained  the 
hearts  of  the  people  b;  bia  moderalion  and 
amenity  of  disposition,  entrusted  Gasiewski  mth 
the  conunani}  of  his  anny,  and  repaired,  after . 
the  capture  of  Smolensk,  with  his  illustrious 
prisoners  into  Poland,  under  the  pretence  of 
going  to  fetch  Ladislaus. 

Warsaw  was  then  the  witness  of  an  event, 
perhaps  unparalleled  during  the  whole  course  of 
seventeen  centuries,  en  event  which  brings  to 
recollection  the  glorious  days  of  andent  Home. 
The  celebrated  conqueror  of  Kluzyn  and 
Moscow,  standing  erect  in  a  magnificent  car, 
drawn  by  six  snow-white  horses,  surrounded 
and  followed  by  his  trophies,  amidst  his  illus- 
trious captives  arrayed  in  sumptuous  apparel, 
made  his  triumphal  entry  into  the  culy.  An 
immense  body  of  the  people,  heaping  blessings 
upon  the  hero's  name,  viewed  with  nq>tnTonB 
emodon,  this  grand,  rare,  and  imposing  spectacle. 
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The  capttTS  Csan  greeted  with  a  nobleness  of 
demeanour,  yet  with  melancholy  countenaacte, 
the  numerous  throng  that  followed  the  wngular 
pageantry,  no  zephyr  dimpled  the  silvery  waters 
of  the  Vistula,  no  cloud  hung  its  vapoury  canopy 
orer  the  clear  blue  sky,  which  seemed  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  general  joy. 

Zolkiewski  introduced  the  Czar  Wassil  Szuy- 
ski  with  his  two  brothers  to  the  King,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Senate  and  IKet,  pronounced 
an  eloquent  discourse,  in  which  he  enlarged 
upon  the  instability  of  human  afEurs,  seeming 
rather  to  pity  their  fate^  and  recommending 
them  to  the  compasnon  of  the  beholders,  than 
to  bring  to  mind  his  own  glorious  victories.* 
The  noble  dignity  of  the  hero,  his  expreBsive 

*  To  peipetuate  the  TemembrtiDee  of  ZoIUtviki'i  exploit*, 
there  wu  bailt  at  W&nav  ■  cbureh  called  DomioikaiiDW 
ObMTTtntow,  Id  which  tbie  renowned  trlampli  It  repreientod 
lo  bu-relur.  The  bod;  of  the  Cur  BzD7*U,  and  tbow  of 
hie  two  brother*  were  borled  In  Ihie  eliUKh.  Picture* 
Tepreeenting  the  trlnmpbal  oitr;  of  ZolUewdi,  h  well  u 
of  hit  pretenttUon  of  the  ckptWe  Cure  to  the  King  tnd  (he 
Diet,  were  pdnted  tt  Wbtmw  by  the  niMt  celebrated  srtlttt. 
Peter  the  Oreat,  in  u  Interriew  with  Auguitui,  King  of 
PoUnd,  CdDtiiied  to  extort  all  theee  pietnret  tnm  that 
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features,  his  head  nov  blanched  with  the  snows 
of  dediung  years,  gave  greater  solemnity  and 
majesty  to  his  words.  The  tears  stood  in  many 
an  eye.  A  thunder  of  applaiue  rose  to  the 
cloudless  heaven.      The  Czars  were  sent  to 

monarcli,  wUch,  whea  h«  had  obtaiMd  them,  be  comigiicd  to 
theflunea.  At  altter period,  Hepnln,  the  AmbuMdor ortbe 
BmpreN  of  RnnU),  inPolmad,  mnd  DDtoriooj  Ibr  theln&iniei 
be  than  committed,  carried  off  from  the  dwrah  the  gmte  ttoiiea 
BDdthebonciof  3ia;ikI,>DdKDtthem  to  Boi^,  wheie  thej 
were  Inhumed  Ibr  the  thltd  time,  bnt  thej  trera  laheeqiieiitlj 
buried  in  their  natlie  land,  with  all  the  pomp  doe  to  their 
rank  and  mlifbrtanci.  ^s  ebnich  ■tilleziitcd  In  the  year 
1817;  a prleat ihot hhniair  upon  the  great  altar.  HnMiaa 
Inflneoee,  guided  b;  the  late  Onnd  Dnke  CtntttanUoe, 
the  Emperor'i  brother,  pteTenled  the  reeoDMcratlon  of 
tbl*  Mnetaary.  Conitantine  wai  then  cxKninasder  of  Aa 
Polleh  armfeh  Tht  edlSee  «ai  demolbhed,  and  on  It*  dta 
was  erected,  not  withoat  moch  difflcully,  a  beantilU  itmcture 
for  the  eodety  of  the  IHendi  of  literature,  richly  endowed, 
■domed  with  a  large  library,  tad  itored  with  manuKrfpti  of 
Cfery  kind  through  the  liberal  douattona  of  Mreral  PoUah 
Cltlient.  niera  wai  also  a  lebool  for  goremaMce,  who  were 
idected  amonpt  the  dangbtert  of  poor  parenti,  and  wboi 
■Aer  hariag  undergone  a  rigoroni  esamlnatlon,  were  placed 
In  eituatlone,  and  reeelTed  a  moderate  etlpeud  tU  they  were 
marrted.  After  the  occupation  of  WarMw  by  the  BoeiiaB 
army,  the  whole  of  tbe  library  of  tbla  eoeie^  wai  eonrcTed 
to  Bt.  Ptteraboitr,  together  with  all  the  gormiueee  that 
were  (tudying  there.  It  wai  oppoelte  thli  building,  that  the 
Boeilan  loldier*,  after  harlng  enatched  the  children  Oom 
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Kra&anyataw,  where  they  died  in  captivity  at 
the  caBtle  of  GmtjD. 

Who  would  Iiave  thought  that  the  Bame  aim, 
wluch  illumiDed  the  triumph  of  the  great  Zol- 
kiewski,  would  ever  shed  its  beama  upon  PoliA 
mothers,  whoae  children  were  crueUj  torn  from 
their  embrace,  to  people  the  coloniea  of  the 
Czar.  Perhaps  amongst  these  children  there 
may  be  one,  who,  treasuring  ap  his  hatred,  will 

the  bouMt  of  their  pamti,  placed  them  in  waggont,  md 
eoBveyed  them,  !>;  order  of  the  Bnuiu)  gOTemmeDt,  to  tlie 
extremit;  of  the  empire.  Many  of  theae  children  died  on  the 
way  tnim  affliction  and  til  treatment;  their  Coaiack  eacort 
then  itole  other  children  on  their  Joomej,  that  the  proterUved 
number  migbt  arrlre  at  thdr  deatinatlon.  Thli  cmeltj  waa 
tometime*  the  can*e  of  hoiriUe  cstaitropfaei.  A  cert^n 
nnmber  of  ehildim  dliappear  e>erj  year  fium  the  ez-kln^om 
of  Poland ;  homanity  ii  aametimei  a  pretext  for  their  ab- 
dnetlon.  By  chance,  there  eztili  at  the  present  day,  a 
picture  of  Zolhlewiki'i  triumph ;  thti  pletnra  li  la  the  po*< 
ttMlon  of  Prince  Sangnaiko,  at  Tamo*',  In  Anitro-PolUh 
Oaliicla,  The  brother  of  thU  Prhice,  who  wat  in  the  itafT 
of  the  General  In  chief  In  1891,  In  the  lait  war  agalnat  tha 
BuMlani,  waa  taken  priioner  by  the  latter,  lent  Into  Siberia 
by  the  order  of  the  Emperor  Nieholai,  and  thenee  recently 
eooTeyad  to  the  Caneailan  corp*  ai  a  common  loldler,  where 
althongbwonnded,  heatnipayathepenal^of  bit  attachment 
to  his  natlTC  conn  try. 
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one  day  avenge  this  indigaity,  and  grow  op  to 
put  the  traitors  to  the  blush,  proving  to  the 
worid  that  Russia,  whose  goremment  revolTes 
through  a  course  of  endiess  crime,  is  not  so 
terrible  as  it  is  believed, — that  those  very  colo- 
nies, on  which  she  believes  her  power  to  be 
partly  based,  may  in  future  time  crad  the  hydra 
of  despotism,  and  deliver  many  millions  of  men, 
from  the  heaviest,  the  most  terrible,  and  the 
most  ignominious  bondage. 

Zolkiewski,  seeing  his  good  counsels  con- 
stantly rejected,  bow^  down  by  age  and  long 
fatigues,  was  then  thinking  of  retiring  from 
public  Ufe,  to  finish  his  days  peaceftilly  in  the 
bosom  of  secluuon,  when  Sigismund,  at  all  limes 
woAed  upon  by  corrupt  influence,  who  scarcely 
ever  availed  lumself  of  the  advantages  be  ob- 
tuned  in  the  Moscovite  war,  sent  a  powerful 
reinforcement  of  light-aimed  troops*  into  Aus- 
tria, and  oselessly  exasperated  the  Turks,  who 

*  The7were  tb«  torlbla  Uio«ci;kL  Tfae  ipc«cb  of  tbdr 
leader  to  Ferdl&uid  Bmptrar  of  Oannanjr,  b  worth;  to  be 
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were  never  real  eoeinies  to  Poland,*  changed 
the  determinaticm,  which  the  reteran  hero  had 
resolred  upon  adopting.  He  treaty  of  Buieha, 
partly  justified  by  the  secret  orders  of  Sig^- 
mimd,  in  confonuify  with  which  the  Grand 
Constable  relinquished  big  right  to  intermeddle 
in  the  afiairs  of  Wallachia  and  Moldavia,  ap- 
peased the  anger  of  the  Forte  for  a  time. 

Ere  long  the  Turks,  desirous  of  chastising 
Gracyan,  again  invaded  Moldavia  with  formi- 
dable forces.  Zolkiewski,  encamped  on  the 
bank  of  the  Dniester,  re&sed  to  interfere  in  this 
quarrel  between  the  Sultan  and  the  hospodars 
of  Wallachia,  but  Sigismund,  who  was  always 
ready  to  adopt  inopportune  determinations, 
ordered  him  to  cross  the  river.  The  Polish 
hero  obeyed  his  soverMgn,  although  he  was  awsre 
that  such  a  step  would,  in  all  probability,  lead 
him  to  inevitable  destruction.     After  having  « 

*  The  "nirks  bave  tlwaj*  ihewn  pood  ulihet  for  Poland ; 
the  DfttloDil  cbaraGter  of  the  Tnrki  In  grafral  l>  a  Dobis  one. 
Hm  pre«ai>t  Bnltui  Abdal  Hehid  li  a  frleDd  oF  England, 
and  ippean  to  be  a  good  and  Tirtnoni  mouarch. 
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written  fareweU  letters  to  lus  family,  whoni  le 
recommended  to  tlie  protection  of  his  sovereigii, 
he  advanced  at  the  head  of  8000  men,  accom- 
panied hj  bis  son-in-law  Koniecpobki,  his  son, 
nephew,  and  others  of  the  principal  officere : 
Gracyan  joined  him  with  '600  horse.  Tlie 
Mussulman  army,  commanded  by  Skinder  PaCha 
and  the  Khao  Murza  Kantymir,  amounted  to 
more  than  150,000. 

The  Foli^  army  had  no  sooner  croEsed  the 
rirer,  than  a  terrible  thundei^storm  biust  over 
their  beads.  Hie  bSton  of  command,  which  was 
planted,  accor^ng  to  the  usual  practice,  before 
the  General's  tent,  was  shivered  by  the  lightning. 
This  accident,  though  eauly  referred  to  umple 
and  natural  causes,  communicated  deep  sadness 
to  the  mind  of  Zolkiewski,  and  even  made  a 
painful  impresuon  upon  thfe  lUTuy ; — this  impres- 
sion was  the  deeper,  aa  a  report  was  cnrrent, 
that  a  gipsy  had  predicted  great  misfortunes  to 
the  Poles,  if  they  should  cross  the  river. 

After  several  successful  skiimishea,  Zolkiewski 
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called  a  couocil  of  fais  principal  officers,  and 
declared  fab  detenninatioD  to  risk  a  general 
eogagemeDt.  Kalinowski  and  the  hospodar 
Gracyan,  fearing  the  consequences  of  so  unequal 
and  desperate  a  conflict,  drew  off  with  their  own 
corps  and  others  in  the  dead  of  n%ht,  abandoning 
the  Grand  Constable  to  his  fate.  But  their 
faithless  condoct  met  with  severe  retribution,  for 
the  coward  bands  were  cut  to  pieces  by  the  enemy, 
who  had  obeerred  their  nocturnal  movement. 

Zolkiewski  was  left  with  only  2000  men, 
and  seeing  that  it  was  impossible  to  make  bead 
a^nst  the  enemy  with  so  small  a  forcei  be 
resolved  to  retreat  to  the  frontiers  of  Poland. 
He  caused  a  kind  of  rampart  to  be  formed  by 
means  of  the  baggage  and  other  waggons  chained 
together.  This  monng  rampart,  bristling  with 
cannon,  receded  during  the  space  of  eight  days, 
passing  over  a  distance  of  50  Polish  miles,  (250 
English  miles)  crossing  marshes,  rivers,  moun- 
tains, constantly  harassed  and  attacked  by  the 
barbarian  hordes,  succeeding  each  other  like 
the  wares  of  a  tempestuous  sea.    In  this  way. 
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be  reached  the  banks  of  the  DnieBter.  White 
they  baited  in  this  place,  some  of  the  men  sndk 
down  with  hunger,  thint,  and  fatigue.  Despair 
and  miaeiy  were  depicted  on  ereiy  countenance: 
the  silence  was  not  often  interrupted  except  hj 
the  piercing  cries  of  the  eagles,  already  scenting 
human  flesh,  hovering  over  the  emanated  band, 
and  sending  forth  tbe  sad  warning  notes  of 
death.  A  multitudinous  hum  of  human  rcuces 
was  occasioaallf  heard  in  the  distance,  and  a 
broad  sea  of  turbans  undulated  to  the  horizon's 
Teige.  Tlie  plaintire  bondings  of  wolves  re- 
peated by  the  echoes  along  the  bills  and  rocka 
Were  calculated  to  chill  the  soul  with  terror. 

Zolkiewski  was  now  within  sight  of  bis  native 
land)  already  the  towers  and  cupolas  of  the 
ancient  town  of  Mohilow*  gilded  by  the  rays  of 
the  sun  invited  the  longing  and  lingering  gaze  of 
the  brave  companions  in  arms.  One  day  more, 
and  that  little  host  of  enfeebled  warriors  was 
safe  ;    but   it  was    destined   otherwise.      The 

*  There  liuotber  townoftbliDkinc  on  the  baiiki  ortfar 
OaJeper. 
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pangs  of  hunger  began  to  be  mtense ;  the  camp, 
servants  seetog  that  the  Turks  were  retreating 
and  believing  that  they  had  no  longer  any  thing 
to  iear,  quitted  iu  the  rear-guard  their  posts  at 
Uie  entreDcbmeots,  to  go  in  quest  of  provisions, 
and  occauoned  bq  great  a  confiuioa  by  their 
precipitate  return  that  they  themselves  broke 
the  square,  and  the  troops,  mistaking  them  for 
the  Turks,  began  to  give  way.  llie  enemy, 
who  were  still  hovering  about,  and  who  had 
begun  to  despair  of  making  any  successful  attack 
upon  them,  heard  the  confusion,  —  suddenly 
fell  upon  the  camp  with  a  principal  part  of  their 
forces,  and  succeeded  in  breaking  down  the 
barricade.  Amid  the  carnage,  a  small  portion 
of  those  yet  spared  by  the  Bcinutar  of  the  Turks, 
formed  round  their  chie&  and  defended  thenw 
•elvea  with  heroic  bravery.  An  officer,  who  was 
devotedly  attached  to  Zdkiewski,  offered  him 
his  horse,  in  order  to  save  him ;  but  the  Polish 
hero,  spuming  the  thou^ts  of  his  own  safety 
wbea  hif  faithf^tl  troops  were  perishing,  being 
o  S 
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irritated,  wounded  the  horse,  rushed  apon  thd 
aggressors,  killed  sereral  of  the  foe  with  his  own 
hanfl,  and  fell  beneath  a  thousand  scimitais 
among  beiqn  of  shun.  The  manner  of  his  death 
will  bear  a  comparison  with  that  of  Leonidas. 
The  two  young  Zolkiewskis  long  defended  him, 
bat  they  were  at  lengtli  struck  down  and  lay 
weltering  in  their  blood.  The  flower  of  the 
Polish  youth  and  the  veteran  warriors  who  had 
been  the  heroes  of  a  hundred  battles,  after 
having  sold  their  lives  dearly,  were  killed, 
wounded,  or  taken  piisoneis.  Amongst  tbe 
latter  was  Koniecpolski. 

Aa  soon  as  the  pale  dawn  cast  faer  fint  feeble 
rays  over  this  scene  of  slaughter,  the  body  of  Zol* 
kiewski  was  found  lying  amongst  the  yet  bleeding 
corpses  of  Mends  wid  foes, — his  coantenance, 
terrific  even  in  death,  atill  caused  the  Turks  to 
shrink  back  with  fear.  His  head  was  cut  off 
and  carried  to  Skinder  Pacha, 

Some  lustorians  have  recorded  that  tlua 
T>iiiish  diieftain  long  cootemfdated  the  gory 
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head  in  mournful  silence,  while  lus  thoughts  were 
alternately  directed  to  his  biilliant  triumph,  and 
to  the  instability  ofhumanafibirs:  hetben  dropped 
a  tear  over  the  ghastly  object  that  lay  before 
lum,  made  his  will,  and  died  a  few  days  after. 

Thus  perished,  in  the  darkness  of  night,  on 
the  6th  of  October,  1620,  m  the  plains  of  Cefora 
in  the7drd  year  of  lus  age,  Stanislaus  Zolkiewski, 
^e  renowned  Conqueror  of  the  Czars.  His 
itife  redeemed,  for  a  connderable  sum,  at  Con- 
Btantinople^  the  head  of  her  husband,  deposited  it, 
together  with  his  body,  at  Zolkiew,  in  a  magni- 
ficent marble  mausoleum,  upon  which  was 
engraved,  in  letters  of  gold,  in  several  languages^ 
a  description  of  the  hero's  noble  achievements 
in  arms.* 

The  town  of  Zolkiew,  which  is  the  chief 
town  of  the  arcle  hearing  the  same  name,  is  in 
Oallicia. 

The  History  of  Zolkiewski  was  made  the  sub- 
ject of  a  splendid  tragedy  by  Hummicki :  it  was 
*  Tho  eraTeortilI■wMriar•tUl•xlu•■ 
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performed  once  only  in  1821,  at  Wamw.  The 
influence  of  Rueua  did  not  allow  the  author  the 
full  scope  of  tlu8  grand  subject — he  cooiequently 
confined  himeelf  to  the  hero's  death.  The 
biography  of  Zolkievski  supplies  some  extraorr 
cUnary  anecdotes.  Htuamicki,  in  bis  biief 
notice  of  the  warrior's  life,  totroduees  a  short 
narratife,  drawn  from  an  authentic  source,  tha| 
when  Zolkiewdd  was  yet  a  child,  bis  nuiM 
having  seated  herself  upon  the  bank  of  a  •tream 
that  ran  close  to  the  proud  castle  of  Zolkiew, 
situated  on  a  branch  of  the  Caip^thian  nKniotaios, 
was  singing  a  mUional  lay,  as  she  was  culliog 
some  flowers  to  form  a  garland  for  her  in&nt 
change  that  was  sleeping  peacefully  a  few  steps 
from  her  in  a  cradle.  The  child  suddenly  awoke^ 
and  when  the  nurse  ran  to  embrace  it,  leaving 
ber  garland  where  it  was,  an  eagle  stot^ied  £nmi 
the  mountcun  summit,  took  up  the  garland  and 
holding  it  in  its  beak,  hovered,  for  a  long  time, 
nearly  over  the  bead  of  the  alarmed  nurse,  and 
seemed  denrous  to  alight  upon  the  ctadje, — into 
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which  It  dropped  the  garland;  the  child,  far  from 
being  terrified,  smiled  and  placed  the  flowery 
wreath  upon  its  own  head,  vhile  the  royal  bird 
soared  aloft  and  was  soon  far  from  view. 

Tlus  event  did  not  fail  to  become  known  at 
the  castle ;  a  gipsy  sybil  was  sent  for,  who  pre- 
dicted a  glorious  career  to  Zolkiewski,  and  was 
libemlly  recompensed  for  her  prediction.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  Zolkiewski  was  the  only 
one  of  the  great  Polish  chieftains,  who  did  not 
study  abroad.  His  campaign  in  Russia  was  a 
master-piece  of  tactics,  boldness,  and  the  most 
skilfiil  military  combinations.  The  difficulties 
whic^  be  surmounted  were  incredible.  No  one 
before  him  was  endowed  with  the  qualities 
necessary  for  taking  advantage  of  the  national 
diaracter  for  the  attack  of  Russia,  and  no  one 
after  him  has  been  gifted  with  that  extraordinary 
fiiculty.  Zolkiewski,  in  addition  to  great  learn- 
ing, had  a  most  retentive  memory :  he  could 
repeat,  word  for  word,  nearly  all  the  principal 
foreign  authors  i  he  has  bequeathed  to  posterity 
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his  Memoiiff'  of  the  Rusaan  War,  a  master^iHece. 
of  compoution,  that  for  cleaniew,  elegance  of  style 
and  diction,  woald  challenge  a  comparison  with 
the  best  producUona  of  modem  writen. 

Zolkiewski,  tvo  yeara  before  hu  death,  vas 
created  Gnmd  Chancellor  of  the  Grown  by  King- 
Sigismund.  He  bod  by  hia  wife,  Regina  Her- 
barti  a  son,  who,  having  been  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner  at  Cefora,  was  afterwards  ransomed 
from  the  Tiu^,  and  likewise  two  daughters,  tbe 
one  of  whom  was  espoused  by  Koniecpoiski,  and 
the  other  by  Danilowicz,  FaUtine  of  the  Rusuc 
lands.  The  latter  of  these  was  in  a  direct  line 
the  grandmother  of  King  Sobiesld.  Hie 
illustrious  family  of  Zolkiewski  has  been  Icmg 
extiDct.  In  reading  the  history  of  Zolkiewski, 
ire  are  tempted  to  compare  and  contrast  him 
^tb  Souvarow.  The  former  conquered  Rusda 
and  took  possession  of  Moscow,  the  latter,  IS^ 
years  afterwards,  conquered  Poland,  and  by  the 
taking  of  Praga,*  made  himself  master  of  War- 
,•  AfDbnrbofWHMWMlbeolliH  tld««(lh«Tbtals. 
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•saw.*  The  former,  after  a  residence  of  a  few 
weeks  in  the  Moscovite  capital,  so  won  the 
hearts  of  the  inhabitants,  that  at  his  departure 
they  gathered  arouad  him,  and  besought  him  to 
remain  for  the  happiness  of  Moscovy;  while 
every  tongue  extolled  him,  and  heaped  bles^ngs 
-  upon  his  name.  The  latter,  after  having  broken 
down  the  entrenchments  of  Prago,  ordered  a 
cold  bath  to  be  prepared  for  him,  and  permitted 
to  be  butchered  before  hb  eyes,  twenty-two 
thousand  of  the  inhabitants,  without  distinction 
either  of  ses  or  age.  The  slaughter  at  Fraga 
was  one  of  the  links  of  that  chain  of  enormities, 
by  which  the  Russians  wished  and  still  wish  to 
'  bind  and  attach  Poland  to  them. 

But  when  we  consider  bow  ^e  whole  of  l^e 
dvilised  world  sympathise  with  that  unhappy 
nation,  we  cannot  but  feel  convinced,  that  the 
Polish  cause  is  not  yet  to  be  despaired  of. 

Poland  represents  liberty.  Rus^a  darkness, 
despotism,  treasons,  persecution,  infamies.  Po- 
land defended  civilization,  and  arrested  Russian 
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influence  in  the  western  Europe.  Russia  always 
sought  to  destroy  the  light  and  welfare  of  other 
nadons.  To  the  last  Polish  insurrectioD  of 
1631,  Belgium  owes  her  existence ;  to  France, 
Poland  saved  great  ill,  treasures,  and  bh>od ;  to 
England,  to  this  happy  country,  and  blessed 
land  of  justice  and  Tirtues,  she  discovered  the 
weak  parts  of  the  most  deadly  enemy  of  Eng- 
land, who  can  crush  at  Dzvina  and  Dnieper  her 
foe.  Not  only  the  north-eastern  wind,  which 
blows  to  the  west  the  moans  and  groans  from 
the  unfortunate  victims  of  Moscovite  tyranny, 
confined  to  living  graves  in  the  mines  and 
deserts  of  Siberia,  claims  the  protection  of  Eng- 
land, but  also  the  bones  of  thousands  of  EngUsfa- 
men,  recently  murdered  in  Af%hanistan,  claim 
revenge  and  the. restoration  of  Poland,  not  yet 
crushed  and  ready  to  rise. 

That  the  English  public  may  form  some  idea 
of  the  horrible  tyranny,  and  almost  incredible 
cruelties  perpetrated  in  R>land  by  the  Russian 
Government,  I  think  it  right  to  mention  the  mw* 
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foitunesof  Madame  Grocholslu,  whidi  happened 
two  years  ago,  and  which  is  bjr  no  means  a 
solitary  case.  One  would  have  thought,  that,  so 
long  a  period  having  elapsed  since  the  last  insur- 
rection, the  Emperor  of  Rusua'a  wrath  would 
have  been  assaaged,  and  that  an  endeavour  to 
conciliate  the  Poles  would  have  succeeded,  but 
such  appears  not  to  be  the  case,  for  every  year 
produces  fresh  instances  of  torture. 

Count  Grocholski,  a  Polish  nobleman  of  well 
known  family  in  Volhynia,  who  bravely  assisted 
in  defending  his  unhappy  country  in  1631,  agunst 
Russia;  at  the  termination  of  the  war  was 
obliged  to  go  into  exile,  leaving  his  wife  pregnant 
in  Poland.  Wandering  throngh  many  countries, 
he  at  length  established  his  residence  in  Switzer- 
land. His  wife,  after  many  entreaties,  obtained 
permisuon  to  visit  him,  and  to  take  with  her  their 
son,  then  10  years  old.  She  spent  a  short  time 
with  her  husband,  and  returned  to'  Poland ;  but 
the  boy's  earnest  appeal  not  to  be  separated 
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from  hia  father,  was  so  teaching,  that  he  was 
sufered  to  remwa  \h  Switzerlaod. 

On  her  return  to  Poland,  Madame  Grocholska 
was  summoned  before  the  Qovemor,  to  give  an 
account  of  her  son's  detenUon  by  his  father, 
and  her  account  not  being  satisfactory,  she  was 
arrested,  the  cose  was  reported  to  the  Emperor, 
who,  with  his  usual  brutality,  ordered  that  her 
property  should  be  confiscated,  and  banished 
her  to  Siberia  for  ever.  This  was  not  all,  a 
daughter  by  a  former  husband,  an  amiable  and 
accomplished  young  lady,  whose  innocence  of 
any  participation  in  the  action  of  her  mother  was 
admitted  by  the  Russian  Government,  was 
arrested,  her  property  confiscated,  and  she  was 
«ent  to  one  of  the  military  colonies  in  Caucasus 
( where  the  worst  of  charactera  are  sent),  while,  to 
add  to  her  misery,  she  was  ordered  to  marry  a 
private  Russian  soldier.  The  Polish  nobility, 
4)orrOr-gtruck  at  Uiis  barbarous  decree,  and  willing 
'4o  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate 
young  lady,  collected  for  her  a  dowry  (tf  14,000 
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silver  rubles.  Tliis  act  was  reported  by  the 
Governor  to  the  Emperor,  who  took  the  money, 
sent  ironical  ^anks  to  the  contributors,  and 
informed  them  that  he  had  preunted  13,000 
to  the  hospital  for  Russian  soldiers,  leaving  one 
thousand  for  the  young  lady,  which  was  deemed 
quite  a  sufficient  dowry  for  the  wife  of  a  private 
soldier. 

The  mother  and  daughter  parted  nearly 
heart-broken ;  the  former's  great  crime  being 
the  restoring  an  only  son  ta  hia  exiled  father, 
«nd  the  tatter's  that  she  was  a  native  of  Poland, 
a  crime  seldom  for^ven  by  a  RuisiaQ. 

If  all  the  atrocities  of  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment could  be  fully  known,  the  heavens  would 
be  overshadowed,  the  sun  clouded  with  funereal 
daikness,  and  the  earth  turn  pale  with  horror. 
Yet  great  as  are  the  privations,  the  misfortunes 
of  the  Polish  exiles,  tiiey  have  the  satisfaction 
of  being  free,  and  of  living  under  the  protection 
of  a  free  nation ;  they  do  not  see  their  oppressors, 
they  do  not  hear  theb  cursed  language,  and 
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they  are  eometimes  bf^ifuer  than  their  relatives 
who  now  reiide  in  Poland.  Let  them  have  the 
feelingB  oC  brethren  for  ttie  inhalataDts  of  those 
countries  where  they  enjoy  generous  hospitality, 
and  as  England  is  much  more  interested  in  the 
restoration  of  Poland  than  other  countries, 
however  great  may  be  their  sympathy  for  that 
oppressed  nation,  let  them  remember  they  have 
not,  perhaps,  any  other  opportunity  of  otherwise 
repaying  their  heavy  debt  of  gratitude,  than  in 
sendbg  ardent  prayers  to  the  King  of  fijngs, 
not  only  for  tlie  welfare  and  restoration  of  Poland, 
but  also  for  the  pruperity  of  the  British  iiatioii» 
and  the  hapiuneas  of  her  lawful  rulers. 
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